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EDlTQBJs PREFACE. 

' '** * ' -A' 

JL\ of bompmia^tiici ^bili^ii^i jpf tb^ir Saints, 
Authors^ EfcoW^ fff^u^fk^^^,: was^fs^clito :h9iyp 
kaf nifig a> fi9re> gwi|iS:a^fMirjf aad grc^^i^ ^ Teyeix. 
Caramuei was greater tKan lie. His learning wvss as 
eight, his genius as fix, and his gravity as thirteen. 
Were I to eflimate the merits of our Ciiinefe l^hilo- 
fopber fiUfi. fame Ca^le^ J wo^uldji^ li^u^te to 
^te iib g«oiUs itiU higher > but as to' his. leauiiiig 

rfiiWbliitlJ frigidity.* £ r : • . . • , * 

r, Yet upon his firit appearance here, many, were 
angry not to find liim as ignorant as a Tripolinf' 
jAmbailador^ or .an eixvoy from Mujae. They were 
furprifed to find a mM byra ft) far from London, 
that fct^l^ef pim^i^Qe^QQ^ vfiijiofp^ endued eyen 
^itb-ft'ino^rajt^^paGkyit. .fTbej^ e^cpare^ the ilinie 
ftrpjifeiiat! his knQwledge 't]>at tfc^ Chi^ do nr. 
ours. How comes it (I'uid the}') .thaL iiie Liiio- 
peans, fo remote from Cliina, think' wiui j^o ,jm;ch 
jullice and piecilipn i. .Xj^i^gydiAye ncve^ read owj- 
books, they fparcely know ev^n onr^l^g^tiers^.and }et 
tli^y talk andjrfiafo.n jplt a^wccK/f:. ,Thc U uthis, 
the Cbilftere and we are pA ctty much alike; Ijuifer- 
dfigJ'C*^ ObCj:efinenicnt,^nd not <lj^^^ k 
the diltinClions among mankind. Sav^-igcs /tf 4119 

^J'^UJifii^iml>, Lh,v^P-.^.K. ^.-.1.:. 3.-S 
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. iniprovicl^iltfe^ and rapacity ; and tutored nations, 
however TcparatG; make nt'e of the \ery fame me- 
thods ro pr(;ciire refined eiiJoynieRt. 

The diUint^tions of pohte nations are few; but 
jQjch as are peculiar to the Chmefe, appear^in every 
page of the foliomi^ envrefp^adence* -Thje «peta- 
phdrs anfl aHdions arc' all drarvit* from tJitf -Eaft. 
'JPheir formality otir anther carefully prefervcs. 
Many of their fr.vouritc tenets in morals are ilhif- 
trrtted. The Chinefe are always concife, fo is he 5 
fimple, Co id he.- ^The Ohiiiefe are^ra^ve and fent^- 
tions, fo is^he. ' Bfiein ^aefferticiilar,^ theircfeiWr 
•blance^ ^cfTil^rly*ftl4feiiig':< the Clgnnefe^are^ofml 
djAli Md^lb is'be. * Nbr^ hM My scSfttnceibml 
"wanting. We arcftdld to^itn ^'wmmcfi, of a cei> 
tajiV knight-errant and his horfe, ^ho contracflcd an 
intimate frieiidiliip. The horfe moft ufnally bore 
\tie b night, biit in caf^s of -extraordinary difpatebi, 
• the ' iciiigtA { fet^vned ^be' fii^ojati >«lid ^earrind' 

and me^ he has ufually given meti'Hfi^ dfltifreafiem 
Tubliniityy aiid 1 'hit^H Tmtt^m<^ givmf iOu^a return 

, 6f my cdiloqnial eafe. • ' r.i ::>. ^* 

Yet it appears rtrange in ibis feafon of panc<v5 rie^ 
when fcarce an author palles' unpraifed either by 
his friends or himfelf^ that Ach ment as «iir^FJ»k^ 
Topher's ihonld he fol-gotten. ' Wbile t][i««|dtiiet« 
of ingenibus^ copious, elaboi^ate^ and refined^ art 
Javifhed among the mob, like n^^dals- at-a' coF^na^ 
tion, the lucky prizes fall on every fide, but not one 
on him, I could on this occafion make myfelf mCr, 
lancholy, by confidering the capricioufnefs of pub- 
^ lie talle, or the mutability of fortune j but during 
this iEit of moraHty^ left my reader iho^ild Heep, Til 
take a nap xny^f, and-^hen I awake tell him iiiy 

dream. *• " • *' ' ' - • ' * 

I imagined the Thames was frozen over, and I 
fiood by its fide. Severai booths weve ereifted u^oa 
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tlieice^ and l^as toW by one of the fpeaatoi-s, 
tliatFAShiON FAtu was going to begiu. He add- 
ed, that every author ^ho wowld'cafrty llis^rks 
there \mght \nohMy find a very good reception. 
I was relblved, however^, to obferve the hmnours of 
theplac6 ii^ fafety from.the fhore, fenfible that ice 
ivas iic b^ft precaricrtisy and ba\itig been always a 
little cowardly in my fleep; 

Several of my ac^naintatice ftemed -misth more 
hardy than I, and went over the ice with intrepidi- 
ty. JSome carried their works to the fair on fledges, 
Tome on caits, and ihofe which were more volu^ini- 
uous were conveyed in waggons. Their temerity 
aftoniitied me. i ki^cw their cargoes were beavy, 
ahdfexpedbed dvery^ttidiriciit they would have gone 
to the bottom. "They- all entered thefiair^ however, 
in fafety and eadi fobn after * retomed, my 
great lurprife, highly fatisfied with his entertain- 
ment, anu the bargains he had brought away. 

The fucceis of inch numbers at laib. began to 
operate upon me. If thefe, cried me^ with fa- 
vour and &fety, fome luck may^ perha]», for once 
•attend the imformuate. I am refolved to make a 
new adventure. The furniture frippery, and fire- 
works of China, have long been fafhionably bought 
up. ril try the fair with a fmall cargo of Chinefe 
morality. If the Chinefe have contnbuted to viti- 
ate our tafte'^ I'U try bow far they can help to im- 
prove ow underftanding. £ut as others have driven 
mio the market in waggons^ Til cautioufly begin by 
venturing a wheel barrow. Thus reiblved, 1 baled 
\ip my goods, and fairly ventured ; when, upon 
jurt entering the fair, 1 fancied the ice that had 
fupported an iiundred waggons before, cracked 
tinder me and wlieeLbarrow^ and all went to the 
bottom. 

Upon awaking from my reverie, with the fright, 
I could not help wifliing that the pains taken in giv- 
ing this correfpondcuce an Engliih dieis had hGCi} 

A J 



Digitized by Google 



C « 3 

emplajred in contrivuig new political fy&ems, or 
new plots for fai*ocs. I might then have taken my 

itation in the world, either as a poet or a phlloib- 
pher ; and made one in thoic licile focicties \vhcr<5 
iDen clul^'Xi) raifc eacli other's reptitatiqn. . But ac 
prpiejijXJ><(long u> Jio particular chifs. I retemble 
iii)frQt.tl^oie tp^^ tliat has bce^ forcecl 

fiinA its'ibi^ii: to gratify human cunofity. My 
e.irlieit wifh was to eicape unheeded through life ; 
but 1 have been fet uj) jfbr halfpence, to fret and 
icanijier at the end of my chain. Though none » 
are injured by \ny rage, I am naturally too lavage 
to court any friends by favvniug ; too obiUuate to 
be taught ne^i^ pricks ; and too improvident to mind 
what may hi^ppen : 1 anxappeafed^ though not coii- 
tented too Ifidolent for intrigue, and too timid to 
I>nih for favour^ I — But what lignilies what I anu 

Forluf:c atid Hope adieu ! I fee Port ; 
Tqo long jQur dupc^ bi Qthcr-i hqid )'Our Sporty 



L E T T E R S 



FROM A 



ClTIZEI^ of the WoRLEi 

TO H IS 

Friends in the East. 



L E T T £ K. I, 
To Mr, *•«», Merciaut, in London. 

Sir, . , • ■. .AmllerdaiH. 

YOURS of the f3th iuftant, covering. t!he twcf 
bills^ one 6ii Meftl. R, and D..5ralue 478k5to9< 
and'the other on Mr. value-aS^Lduly <:ajne 

to hand ; the former of which met with honour, 
bnt\the other bns been trifled wiih^ and L am afraid 
will be returned protefted. 

the bearer of tids my friend^ therefore let 
him be yours. Hcis a native of Honan in China^ 
aiid one who-did me fignal ferrices when he wa$ a 
mandarine^ and a facftor at CanlQn4 'S/f^d^SXfNiy 
con^erfing with the Epglifh there, he has learned 
I he language, though entirely a Itranger to their 
manners and cuftonis. I am told he is a philofo- 
pher ; I am fare he is an honest man ; that to yoi^ 
Tcill be the bed recommendation) next to the cpBfi- 
deratf pi) of his being the frieud of; Sir^ 

* " • Yom-s&c. 
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. L E T T E R 11. 

From Lien Hh't Altangt /a.****. Merchant ^ in 'Am* 

itcruaii). 

. * Eriendof fey heart, r Loud*. 

MAY livings of peace reft upon thy d'jjclling^ and 
the Jkieid of confucnce freferve thee from ifht 
animifhy > for aH thy favours laccept my grarf- 
tude and efteem^ the only tribnteii a poor phiJoib- 
phic wanderer can retura. Sure fortime is refolved 
to make me unlnippy, when Ihe gives others a 
power of icllifjinn; ilieir friendlhip b^' adions, and 
leaves nic only words to exprels the fincerityof mine. 

1 am perfe<ftly fcniible of the delicacy by which 
you endeavour to Idlcn yduf WiTi merirand myobth- 
gations. By calling your late inftances of friend* 
fhip only a return for foi*mer favonrs, you would 
* induce me to iinputp to your juilice \v'hat I owe to 
your generoiity. 

Tlie (ervices 1 did you at Canton » juilice, human* 
ky^ and my office bad^ me' perform ; thofe yDjr 
haw done me fince toy arrivd 'ex Anifterdai»> 
laws obliged you to, jio juftice required i even half^ 
yoin- favours would have .been gi'eaiet than my 
XBort fanguinc expccftations. • ' * ^ 

The film of money, rher^forc^which you private- 
ly conveyed into my bagg^jge, wlicn i waa leaving 
Holland^ and vvbich I \vas ignorant of tsU my arri« 
valin Lotidon, I muft bieg* leave to rcmriu -Yoii 
been bt«ed a niereblaat/ Md I a fehol^** : Yoit 
cotifequently love money better than I. You can 
find pleafure in fiiperfluity, 1 am perfedtly content- 
ed with what is fufiicient ! take, therefore, what 5s 
yours ; it may give you (bme pleafure, even though 
you 4iaw no <Mxafion to ofe it ; my hap|»ne(s k 
cttinot imprdye, ^ I ba^ already all thtt I:want; 

My paflage by Tea, from Rotterdam to England, 
was more paiuful to me than all the joumies 1 ever 
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wade on land, 1 have traverfed the imroeafurabte 
ivilcls .of Mogul Tartary ; felt all the-.n^ui s of 
tiberian fkies. l ihkve had tiijr repofe an Eundre4 
'tiinek'diitorbed''by('hivad«ng favages^ "aud haveieen^ 
'v^itbotit ihtiiflCing^ die defart fands-rife lik6 a trou* 
bled ocean nH arbnnd nie t againft thefe calamities I 
^^vas-anned with rerolution ; but in my pallage to 
Englaiul^ though nothing occurred that gave the 
mariners any uneafineis^ yet to one who Vvas never 
aC'iea* before, nil' was a fubjed: oi aftonsfiixweiu.and 
Terror* • To^nd the latui difappeair^ tov&e onr ifaif 
tnounttbe ifMvesi^kk £S.aii«r]iDw&onit]^'.T&rtar 
ho^} »htfAT d^e^vrinddiho^ling thvm^ tbe'cbrcU 
age, to feel a fickneft which depreiies even the 
fpirits of the brave ; thefe were unexpec5lcd dif^ 
treiies^ and coufequently iiflkulced loe unprepared 
to receive til em. ') , *i 

You meti of Eoropetbiakfiodoiiig of aVoyageibf 
ite; 'Witiif Wof CJ2ina^^>fim^ wtoihas fbeleh tVcrm 
A^ht-^i^f4s tegMrded krpmsf his retminy^ias* nd^ 
miration. I have known fomei provindei*wherd 
there i$Tiot' e^en a name for the ocean. Whht a 
llrange people, therefore, am I got amongft, who 
have founded an- empire on this unftaWe elemcnt> 
^o build eitiefi »pon'biU6w» that rife .higher tbail 
Ib/e inowM^ins of Tiparta)ar^ a^ixi iMke Oit fdmf 

• S«fchf ^^nt$ afiitl*ere,: l ihit^idowle% weve n*f 
firft motives for feeing England. Thefe induced 
me to take a journey cf feven hui^dred painful 
days, in order to examine into opulence, buildings, 
ASenceft^ ^rt^^ and' i^anufadlores, on tbe. i|>oti 
Jndgeythtoj how great is my difoppointment bti 
entering London, to : fee- no figns of ihat bpnlenm 
fo vfi^ch talked of abrded : 'wherever I turn^ I am 
prefented with a gloomy folemnity in the houfes^ 
the ftreets, ' ^nd the inhabitants : none of that 
beautiful gilding which n%aktp a principal ornament 
ill Che Chinefe archice(3:are« The ftreets of Maiikia 
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ari foftietimrt fti*e¥^ed Whfa gold leaf; v^ry clifFer* 

cut are thofe of London : in the midft of their 
pavements, a great lazy puddle moves muddily 
along ; heavy laden machines^ with wheels of 
unwieldy thickneis^ crowd up every pillage ; ib 
that a ftraoger, inftead of finding time tor obierva*> • 
tion, is often happy if be has time to efcape from 
being ctuflied to pieces* 

The houies borrow very few ornaments from 
arch5te(5ture ; their chief decoration feenis to be a 
paltry piece of painting, hung out at their doors or 
windows, at once a proof of their iiatdigeHrce and 
^anity^^tlicir vanhy> in cadi having one of thofe 
fddlcires lexpoled. tb public iriew;.'and their' indt*^ 
genci^^itt being imable target tbem better patnt^l 
la .this. refpe(5t^ the fancy of their painters is alfo 
deplorable. Could you believe it ? 1 have feen five 
black lions and three blue boars, in lefs tlian a cir- 
iiuit of half a mile j and yet you know that animab 
o:f theie coloutsi aurd aorwhere to be fit)Utt^» jeiK^eptill 
the wildiimagiorations bf Europe* . • "ii 

• jiTilotf tbefe«ek*cttmftft)lceft iu tbeirbuildiEngs^ find 
firbm the difinaMook of theialnibleantSy I am iu4l>Ct 
ed to conclode that the nation is adlually poor ; and 
that, like the Perfians, they make a fplendid figure 
every where but at heme. The provei b of Xixofou 
is, that a man's riches may be feen in his eyes ; if 
Y^Q jodg/e ot' the Enigjiiih by this rule, tjliere is 119c a 
poorer .nation trndei: die l«n,* r. H 

> J hai^e heett here -bus t^o'day d, lb will kypt be ii| 
h^fty m my decifions : fuch letters as I (ball writis 
to FipHlii in Mofcow, 1 beg you'll endeavour to 
forward with all diligence; 1 iliall fend them open, 
in order that you may take copies or triuiflaiions, as 
ypu .are equally verfed iu the Dutch and Chiuele 
Ungim^es* . Dear fviend* think of my.f bfepce wiih 
J5^^^^a«rJ»fincerely regret yofi>r$ eveii w)>ile i 
y9fi%e, J lameiU; bufr fepai.atioru Farevel, . 
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.. : . . E T. T JE a ill. . i 

• • . * 

*, 

Src7n Lien Chi Altair^iy io the care oj Fipfihiy rep J e "A 
in Mofcoii) ; to be jorvoarded by the RuJ/ian Caravan 
M'fumjii^a7u, firji Prefideut in the C^revioniai Aqa^ 
dtmj 'at.Pckin^ inCbtM^ A ' • . 

THINK mot, O thou guide of my yonth I that 
abfence can impair iny refpecl, or interpoling 
trackleft defaris blot your reverend figure from my 
memory. The farther I travel, i feel the pain of 
Icparation vrith ilronger force t tbofe ties that bind 
w to .my native countryj and are Itill unbrok- 
ttPtf By every remoye^ 1 only drag a greater length 
of chain. 

Could I find aught worth tranfmitting from fo re- 
mote a region as this to Nvhich I have wandered, I 
Ijiould. gladly fend it; but inltead of this, .you niuft 
ibe Gontemed with a renewal, of my former profcf- 
fims^vMdaa imperfeA account of a people with 
mbom lam a8.yet bat fupevficially aci^uajnted. The 
femarbi of. a mail who has been but three days hi 
the country, can only be thofe obvious circumftances 
which force themfelves upon the imagination : I 
conlidet myfe^'here a;^ a newly created being intx o- 
duced into a liew yforld ; every obje<5l ftrikes with 
wonder and furprife, Theimagination (l|U iniated. 
{hems the only a<iUve.prhiiciple.of the mind. • The 
9ioft trifling occurrences give pleafure> till the glofi 
of novelty is worn away. When I have ccafed to 
wonder, I may poffibly grow wife ; I may then call 
the reafoning principle to my aid, and compare j^boie 
objfe<as wilhr wchi artiiBr,i.;wW<* veris beferpe^c^iii^ 

ed withom«fle<»fQn. , . . , ) , .: , 

t Bfhold.in^th^«^ jin 'LoD^PH^ jgazipg at the ftrang* 
•Wj, ^adKA^y atme* .' It ie<)ms they find fomewhat 
ahfmrd m my figure; ^4 Jt^d I .iji«en.jcw?v^;^ fi^Q^ 



Diflitized by Googl 



bome^ it is poffible I might find an infinite fund of 
ridicule in theirs ; but by long travelling 1 am taught 
to laugh at folly alone, and ito find nothing truly 
l-idiculous but villainy and vice. 

When I had jull quitted my native country, and 
crofled the Chiuefe wall, 1 fancied every de^tiou 
from the cuftoms and manners of China was a de- 
parting from nature : I fmiled at the blue lips and 
red fore-beads of the Tonguefc ; and could hardly 
contain when I faw the Dauies drefs their heads with 
horns ; the Oftiacks powdered with red earth ; and 
the Calmuck beauties, tricked out in all the finery 
of flieepikin, appeared highly ridicidous ; but l£aon 
perceived that the ridicule l^y not in them but iiT 
nie ; that I falfely condemned others of abfurdity, 
becaofe they happened to differ from ^attandord.o* 
riginally founded in prejudice or partiality, 

i find no pleafure, therefore, in taxing the Englilh 
with departing from nature in their exDernal appear*- 
ance, which is all I yet know of their chara»5ter.; in 
h poffible they only endeavour to improve her fim«* 
pie plan, fioce every extravagance in dreis proceeds 
from a defire of becoming more beautiful than na*^ 
ture made us ; and this is fo harmlefs a vanity, that 
I not only pardon but approve it : A defire to be 
more excellent than others is what a<5lually makes 
us fo ; and as ihoufands find a livelihood ia fociety 
by fttch appetites^ noif&'but the^ignorant iavei^.a^* 
gainftthem, • ^' ' ' 

You are not fiAi%n0bIe, moftreverenH Funi Hoara^ 
what numberlcft trades, even among the Chinefi?-^ 
fubfill by the harmlefs pride of each other. Your 
.nofe-borers, feec-fwathers, tooth-lli^ivers, eye-brow 
flndkM, wbvAd all wstitt? bread ,t lhoukl thr>;v neigh.^ 
bouM walitvaiiity.JThefe vjuriitics, however, emplpy 
much fewer hands in China tliati in £nglj»gdU- an* 
afine gentleman, or a flne latW, h^lfSfArmA^to 
the faOiion, VccQ^s G^avcciy to havea finglbl«*tllrt 
doeft^iK)t lutter (i:vine diilor lions fro» an 
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To make a fine gentleman, feveral trades are re* 
quired, but chietly a b^vber : you have undoubtedly 
heard qf the^JeiJjfilh champion, whore ftrengih lay iu 
lu94)£(ir,i ,oiip,wp,i^^^tiupk Ua^itUie w^re for 

placin|^ all wfiom. thcrcb Tp J^BP^af wife>.notJiing 
more is requmte lier-c, than fbt a man to borrow 
hair from the heads of all his nele^kbours, and clap 
it like a bufh on liis own : the diiiributoi s of law 
ph) fic iiick oil fuch quantities, that it is alnioft 
Impoilible, evfQ,iuideay tp diitinguiifaL between the 
I}^^ and baip^ . . .. 

. Thofy lyHpm l.liave ,bc;en qqw degxibing vffcA 
the grayity of the Hon : thole lam gomg to defcribe 
liiore refenible tJie peit vivacity of fmaller animals. 
The barber, who is Hill mailer of the ceremonies, 
cuts, their hair clofc to the crown ; tmd then, with 
a compofition c£meal.aiid hc^'s lard,, plaiilers the 
whole in fuch a mannei: as to make it impoffible to 
diilinguifh whether the patient wears a cap or a 
plaifter ; but to make the pi<5liire moreperfeftly 
itiiking, conceive the tail of fome beaft, a grey- 
bound's tail, or a pig's tail, for indance, appended 
to the back of the head, and reaching down to thac 
|il^ce >vi^e ^ails in*other animals dr^ generally ieeii 
to be^In thtis bie-tailed ^nd be- powdered, the man 
of taite fancier be improves in beauty, drefles upbis 
hard-featiired face in fmiles, and attempts to look 
liideouliy tender. Thus equipped, he is qualified to 
make love, and hopes for fuccels more from the 
powder qn the ou^iidc ^of bi^ bead^ thiiii, the feutl* 
anei^ts withirii" ]. *. * . ' . 

Yet >vhen, I coiij^er wbatfort of a creature tHie fine • 
lady is, to whom be is fuppofed to pay hisaddreflfes^ it 
is.not (Irange to find him thus equipped in order to 
pleafe. • She is herfelf every whit as fond of pow- 
der, and. tails, and hog's lard as he : to fpeak my 
i^ci'et fentiments, molt reverend Fum, the ladies 
here are horridly ugly ; I c^i^i hardly, endure the 
fig^to^cheiii (h^y^ no :V^ay ^^{eoible hcautic? 
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of Chliia : the Europeans ha^e d qftitt difFerent ictea 
of beauty from us ; when 1 refled: on the fniall 
footed perfec'^tions of an JKafteru beauty, how is it 
poilible 1 fhould haWeyes for^ woniati tvhoft feet 
are ten iiicheslong^ lihjiU ii^vVr forget tM^beatiii 
ties of, ftiy riafivc '^iit;^. of Nangfcw*. . W6V very 
tjroaJ their ' faces ; hbw very ihort their nofes ; 
how very little their eyes i how very thin their 
lips ; how very black their teeth \ the fnow on the 
tops of the Bao is not fairer than theu' cheeks \ 
and their eye brows are fmall as the line by the pen* 
cil of f^uamlt. Here a lady vvith fuch perfe^iona 
-would be frightfuL Dutch and Chinele beantrek- 
indeed have fome fffemWance, but Englifh women 
are entirely different ; red checks, big eyes, and 
teeth of a moft odious whitenefs, are not only 
li?cn kere^ but wiflied for ; and then they have fuch 
jnafculine feet, as adiually fqrve fimc for walking ! 

Yet uncivil as nature has b'e^n, they (eem re/blv- 
ed to outdo her in unkinduefi s they uft white pow*^ 
der, blue powder, and black ipowder,'for their hair^ 
and n red powder for the face on ibme particular 

occahons. " '. • . 

' They like to have the face of various colours, as 
among the Tartars of Coreki, fregnently fticking 
on with Iptttle, little black patches on every pai^ 
of it, except on the tip of the .ttofe,: which I hav^ 
never feen with a patch. Youil have a better idea 
of their manner of placing thefe lpbts, wheni have 
iiniflieda map of an Englifh face patched up to thi 
iaibiQU,, which fliall fliortly. be feut toincreafe your ' 
'curjous CollecHion of ps^titig^, beclals and monltera^ 
\,But what Xiitprifes more IM all iYii refl:,'is, ^blat 
1 Vave jull Aqw beeA credibly infotirfed of by bne 
of this country. Moft Ladies here, fays he, have 
two faces ; one fdce to llcep in, and another to lliew 
in company ; the firft is generally r.eferyed for the 
•i--:rL — I — 1 r A _ the othcr put on t<> 

£smily £ace is' often 



hufbnnd anc^ family af hSitie^ the other piit on t<> 
plciiTc ftrangers 'ab^^ 
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ludifferent enough, but the out-cloor one looks 
foniechhig better ; this is alwa^'s made at tlie tuil^t, 
yvhevc the lookiug^glafs . aad .toad-eater fit iiicoun* 
cil^ and fimle the complexKHi of the day/' . 

i,ciinQo(.fUceitaiutte truth of this remark how- 
ever, it is ^iSually cemin^ that ihey wear more 
doaxhs whhhi doors than without ; and 1 liave fcen 
a lady, w ho Teemed to fhudder at a breeze in her 
own apartment;^ ^ppf ar half aaked m the ftreeis. 




■ L. JE .T..T E,R IV*: 

• « < * »* " 



ri^^HB Eng^ih' ftem as filent as the Japuncfe, yet 
rsX ^vainer jthan the inhabitants of Siam. Upon niy 
arrival, 1 attributed that referve to modefty, wluch 
1 now find has its origi» iii pride.^ Conddecsid tm 

ym arc liire of tlieir acqusunc** 
ancttj .ftoQp^tft :fl«tteryi caiwl toBciiiate their 
ftiettdfcip and eOf om^ r They bear hunger, cold. 
ntsgQe, aiidall the mifeiies of life, without Ihrink- 
rag - danger only calls forth their fortitude. : they 
even exult in calamity ; but contempt la-M^haD they 
cannot bear. An Englifliman feana tontennbt utore 
tlian death s be often flies to death as gi refuge fi-om 
ic» preflure'j and dies when he fancies the world. 
»a8 ceafird to efteem him. ' 
4.^ IPrfde ftcms the fouixe not only of their national 
^tces, but of their national virtues. An Engiiihuiaii 
as taught to love his king a& his fiiend/.biit to 
acknowledge no other- waiter, than the hiws:!W()i3cii 
HmUeii has/cttntribiitcd to eii«<§t. • JHrxIeipife8,t*iofe 
aauoiis, whoj ^tai^wettwy ^.free^ m e all content 
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tobefiaves ; who firft lift ^ tj'raht into t^rmr, and 
then ihrink under his power hs if delegjited^ fi»dn< 
heaven. Liberty i*5 * echmd in all »their aflembHesj 
and thoufands might be found ready tiy^ofiertip 
iheir Kv^s for the found, though pierliaps not one 
of all the 'number imderltands its meaning. The 
lowelt mechanic, however, looks upon it as his duty 
to l)e a \v at chful guardian of his country's freedom, 
and often ufes 'ei language that niiglii; leeinh'4Bghty^* 
even in the mouth of the great emperor wli^'tt'aoel 
his anceftry to the moon. 

A few days ago, pafiing by one of their prilbns^ 
I cotrid not avoid -ftopping, UT order* 'tc'lxfteiito' a 
dialogue, which I thought might afford me fome 
entertainment. The converfation was carried on 
between a debtor through the grate of his priibu, a 
porter^ who had flopped to reil his burthen, and 
SI ibldier at the window. The. fubjed: was upon a 
threatened iuvafion from France, and each leemed 
jeaetreriiely *aiid6u8.tGCceicfaer* Inr doufatry • Traih ' tfift 
impending dangfcr. • ^* For my part, (cries the 
prifoner,) the great eft of my apprehenlions is for 
our freedom : i/ the French ihould conquer, what 
Ti'ould become of Etiglifh liberty. My dear friends^ 
liberty is the ^fingliihinan'^ .pisrogacive;; we muft 
|>re&n«ethatmtWexp;ence or o«r lives:;: ofAiacsh'e 
i'Vench ihall. never depnne w r it is.MCrtabe^4 
pedled that men, ivlio are Haves themfelves, would 
prefer ve our freedom fhould they happen to ron* 
quer ***Ay, Haves, (cries the porter,) they are all 
Haves, fit only to carry burthens every cme of them* 
Before 1 would ttoop to flavery, may this be roy 
poifon (and he held the goblet in hi&haod) may 
this be my poifoo— baft I' would iboner lift, for a 
ibldier." - 

The foldicr, taking the goblet from his friend, 
.with much awe, fervently cried out : It is not fo 
much our liberties asuinr religion.thai would fnffer 
by fiich a change : fty^ our rtiifpoUp my lad&» M^y 
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the devil fink me into flames, (fuch was iLe folem- 
Hity of biftadjuraticu,) if ihe French HioulJ come 
over> but our religion would be uweily uudone. 
So faying, inftead oH s| libaiion, he applie4 ^hp gob- 
let.to his lip3^ i aiid oonfirm^ bis feuqitieats wiUi 
a ceremony of the moft perfevering devotion. ^ - 

In ihort, every man here pretends to be a politi- 
cian ; even the fair fex are fometimes found to mix 
the fe verity of national altercation with the blan* 
diibyateiit^ of love^ and often become conquerors by 
more weapons of deftrudlicm than their eyes. 

This «iiiveii?fal ffliffiM (or politics is i;ratified by 
Daily Qazett^^s, as with as at China* But as in ours 
the emperor endeavours to inltrut^ his people, in 
theirs the people endeavour to iniVrudl the adminif- 
tration* You mull not, however, imagine, thac 
tiiey who compile thefe papers have any a<llual 
knowledge of the politics, or the government of 
a ftate ; ihey only C0Mt& their materinU from the 
oracle of fbme * coffee- houfe, which oracle lias him* 
felf gathered them the night before from a beau at 
a gaming table, who has pillaged his knowledge 
from a great man's porter, who has had the infor- 
mation, from the great , man's gentleman, who has 
invented the whole ftory'for his own amufemcnt 
the night preceding. 

.The Englifli in general feem fonder of gaining 
the efteem than the love of ihoie they converfe 
with : this gives a formality to their amufements ; 
tbeis gayeft coaverfatsons l^ve fomethiiig too wife 
ibr innocent relaxation ; tliough in company you 
altt ieldom diigufted with the abfardity of a fool i 
yon areftldom lifted into rapture by thofe ttrokes 
of vivacity, which ^ve inftaut though not perma- 
nent pleafure, 

WhaC they want, however, in gaiety they make 
up in politenefs. You fmile at hearing me praife 
the Englifli for tlirir politeneft ; you who have 
heard ycry ditfer^ accounts from the miffiooaries 

«3 
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at Pekiflj who have feen Ciich a clifFcrenbl>ehavioni? 
in d\eif iiiei*chiint^ ahd leanwn at- )umfte.^' ^ B^t I 
inuft IHII repeat it, tlw^l^iglifh' fo<ftir»*<hor» ' ptt» 
thiin an y of their heighbdtfrs r #heir grijutmst ki'tldi 
refpedt lies in endeavouring, •'^W]^ the y oblige, td 
]e(Il*n the force of the favour. Other countries are 
fond of obliging a llranger ; bat feem defirous 
that he fhonld befenlible of the obligatiom . The 
EngHfti confer* their kindneft -with &n appearance 
6f indiffbrerice,. slid gWe wfsty heneHis withaa aiv 
as if they defptfed thete. ^ • " / - • f.r 

' Walking a few days agofcctween an Engl-iffl and 
a Frenchman in the fuburbs of the city, we wert 
overtaken by a heavy fliower of rain. 1 w^as unpre- 
pared ; but they had each large.coats which defend* 
^d them from' what feemed to me a perfe<fl inunda^ 
tion. ' The EngHfliman. feeing ihrinb irdm\tM 
weather, accoftcd me thus : *P(ha, ' mah/ What 
doft fhrink at ? Here take this coal r. I-<lont want 
ft ; I ^nd it no way nfeful to me : I had as lief be 
without V/* The Frenchman began to fliew his 
politenefi'mtonl ^' My dear frie*Kl, (cries lie,) 
why wbil't^•ybtl oblige me by making nie of my 
eoat ; yan fee how well it defendu we from th« 
fain ; 1 flibuld not chnfe td part wkh ittoothel^; 
but to fuch a friend as you^ 1 coDid evfen part wllh 
anv ikin to do him lervice.*''' ' r . »• % * 
' From fuch nfmute inftances as thefe, mod Reve- 
rend Fum Hoamj I nm fenfible yonr (agaeity 'will 
coltt<a fnftrtitSKohV The ^oUinie 6f ^»ftft« isf^he 
Book ItnowledgeV atid- bd b<-come§ »tt>ft wife 
A\ho malics the moftjtidic^mf feleiSlonr -TarwdL 
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IlHAyE. alroady. infonne4 you... of the iingular 
paiiion of rhUii nation for politics. An Engliili- 
man, not fatisfied wIlIi lliuling by his own proiperity 
the contending powci sof Europe properly balanced, 
deiires alfo to. knpw the. ja'^eciic. yalup of ev^rjc 
weight in either fcale. To gratify this curaoiltj^, a 
loof q£ pQUti|ial.iiikftriMSioii> ferved upxverji: 
nHNDtting ^iib *tea» ^ WJt^a oi|r politic]^ Kas f eaftea 
V]»on cbiSy he repairs CO a coffee- iioufe, in otxlcr ro 
ruminate upon what he has lead, and increafe Ins 
colleiitiow ; from thence lie proceeds to tiie ordina- 
ry, inquires what news, ^nd ireafuriiig up^eve^y 
fKquUiHmdicr^hunts about all the<|yenii)g:inquej|i 
of jnoce^ attd caref^Jly add^ it ta,thc^ ireft. Thus at 
night.be rejjyneSibpty^^/uU of' the it^pprtai^t advk^s 
of thsiday r wimvlp ! aivaking neKt morning, he 
finds the inftrn(Sti»)ns of yeiterday a coUeciion of ^ 
abfurdity or palpable falfelvood. This, one would 
think a mortifying ftpulfe in the purluit of wif- 
dom-; yeco»r {politician, noway difcouraged^hunt^ 
on ia.x>rder ,tqeal}e<5l freiJi in^tfrialsi^ aim iaordier 
toJii^ a<^aia4ttapiiointed^ . . - * / 

I have often admired the '^onnnercial fpirit which 
prevails over Europe ; have been furpriled to fee 
tiiem carry on a traflic with produdtions ihat an A- 
fiatic ftranger would deem entirely uCeleA. It is a 
proverb iB*4Ibiun, that an £iiMpean iuifers not cvei> 
his:fpitde*to be*k>(l : thf mazim^ however, j&iio| 
ftflicieiitl0i«ftr«|[ig, f^ncfir 4)if!y ev^f^.theirjies 

freat adK^antage. li^v^f j ii^ti^on drives cOfnj[id<^ra* 
le track' tn this comoiodity with their neighbours^ 
An Englifli dealer in this way, for inllauce, has 
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«l turbulent fpeecliy averred to be ipokenin tfae (etiafe^ 
or a report fupjpoied to be dropt at court : a piece of 
fcandal that ttfikeff'at a jfopular Mdbdarine, or m 
lecret treaty between two neigbbounng po^'ers. 
When finifhed thefe goodd tkre baled npand ecuiiign- 
ed to a fac'ior abroad, who Tends in return two bat- 
tles, three fieges^ and a fhrewd letter filled witb 
dafhcs > ■ biaiiks and ftais **^*,of greai: 
Importattce, • * • ' . . ' 

Thus you pere^v^ .tfatt afitigle gazette isifc^joiiit 
ikiatiufaSute of Ewopii ; and he frho >votfld perudb 
It with a philo(bpfatca}4eye^ might perceive kv e^«ry 
paragraph fomething chara«5leriflic of the nation to 
which ic belongs. A map does not exhibit a more 
diftinrt view of thcboundaries andfuuation of every 
Country, than its news does a pi<5lure of the ceoius 
and the morals of its inhabitants. The fuperaiiiea 
and erroli^us delicacy of Italy, the formality. p[f 
Spain^ the cruelty of Portugal^ the lears of Auftiia^ 
ihe confidence of Piniflia, the Icirity of France, the 
avarice of Holland, the pride of England, the ab* 
iurdity of Ireland, and the national partiality ©f 
Scotland, are all confpicuous in every page. 
' But, perhaps, yott may findniore (atisfacfticm in m 
feal news- paper, than in my^^lcription of ona i 
fherefcyre, (end a fpecimen, which m^^fbrvirio codii* 
bit the manuef of their being written, and d^in- 
guifli the charac^ters of the various nations whichtu'4 
United in its compofition. ' • . 

Naples. We have lately dog up here a curious 
Etrufcan monument, broke i n two in the raifing. ' 
The charaders are (carce ^ifible ; bat Nugofi, the 
learned antiquary, fnppo^ itto faawt>eeii'ere6^ 
in honour of Pkus, a Latin King, as one of the lines 
may be plainly diftinguiflied to begin with a P. Ic 
is hoped this difcovei*y will produce fomething va- 
luable, as theHterati of our twelve aeademies.ave 
deeply engaged In the difi]uiiitidn. 
^ Fi$A. ' ' Since ^Padier Fadgi; jftiQp^fBu <aitt»ery% 
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performed at the fhrine of St, Gilbert ; the r!( voi^.t 
begin to grow iineafy, and Ibnie begin cU'tiiaDy to 
fear that bt. Gilberi has forsaken thtm with the re^ 
"verend father. 

L u oc The adminiftrators of our ierene repnb* 
lie have > frequent conferences upon the part they 
ftafl tak^'m' tSie prefent commocmts of Europe* 
Some are for fetid in 2 a body of their troops, confilt- 
in^ of one company of toot and lix hiii jemen, to 
make a diveilion iji favorr of the Krnpreis queen ; 
others are as itreiiuous aiierters^of the Priitlian in* 
lereftf what^tarn thtffo-debates-may take^ time on- 
fy ^af» diiboter. Howev^, qei<ain it is^ vie .ihall be 
ablle to iMinginl^ the^fieid at the owning of th€ 
next caiftpaign/l^venty-five armed men, a comman*- 
der in chief, and two dinimmers of great experience. 

Spain." Yefterday the new king ihewed hiinfelf 
to his fubjedts ; and ai'cer liaving Itaic} half an hotir 
hi hm balieony^' retired to $he xoji^ apart mentis The 
night 4:ttfic)ad^>'-o(»^-t}if8 ^fommrditaaty ioceaiim^ 
ivith illnminations and other demonftratjons of joy. 
^-'The ^[ueeii is more beauciftil than the rifing ihn, 
and reckoned on*e of the firlt wits in Europe : flie 
h^d a gloriaus opportunity of difplaying .the readi* 
neis iff her invention, . and her Hciil in repartee^ 
lately at coiivu-^ Tho Dnka^f Le4:ma^ cbmiu]^ nji to 
ier Wit h a loKv bo w attid;' a*fit^iley * and ^'eftinSng ' i 
HoCegay 4el-^th*dia(noi»^ ; :*^.Ma)iMxxJcncst6^)'l 
am ycmrnM^'obedictit/; bumble fet^ank^'o.^ljQh; 
4ir, (replies the queen, \vithout any prompter or the 
leait iielitation,) i'm very proud of tiie very great 
honour you do me.*' Upon which fhe made a Jowt 
curtefy, and all the courtiers iell a laughing atihe 
y^adifH^iA'afid friiartnef» her reply. ; . • 

Lisbon; - Y^erday "we had an atit0. da fe, m 
whs^h'wei^e butned three young women aceufed of 
hcl'ely, one of them of exquifite beauty ; two Jews, 
And an old wo^uau conviifled^ of being a witch : 
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that he faw the devil riy out of her at the itakfe in 
the fliape of a Hanie oi lire. The populace behaved 
on this occafion nviili gi'^at good himiour^ joy> aii4 
liiicere devotion. 

• . • ^. ^ . 
' Our merciful Sovereign has been fot* fotiiis time 

pail recovered of his fright : though ib intdroclous 
9u attempt deferved to t^xcermitiatc hali> the njacioiti 
ytt he has been gracioufly plealed to ipai'c the liv^s 
of his lubjecits, and not above jfive hundred have 
been broke upon the vvheel^ or other wifq . exec ute4 
upon ihis honid occafloo; , . :• . , . > . . 

VifiNNA. We liaye .rieceived certain advices, 
that a . party tif tWmty (houlaiui Auftrians^ ll^ying 
ftCtacked a much fopericu: body .of Priiffians> pui^ 
them all to flighty and took the reft prifonerS'Of waf?c 
. Berlin. We liave received certain ad^ices^ 
that a party of twenty thoufand Pruffian?) having 
attacked ^ much fuperior body of Aullrians^ puc 
them tp flight; and. took a great, number of. prUbi^^t 
pra,' with tiiek mtlitaror c^efl(|.caluiDii>.Aod Mittt 
gage. • >. - . '.: 

. Though ^'e hav^ hot face^ea lUlsc^^aiiipaign to 
our wiihes, yet, when we think of him who com^** 
mands ns, we reft in fecurity r wliile we fleep^ 
pur king is watchful for our fafety* 

Paris. We fliall foottiftrikc a fignal blow. We 
have fey^tc^n flat-.bcfttomed boats atHnvre. Thft 

jpeopk are.in cxuUent 4^1^^ and on v nunifteia 

inake no^fficnlty dT^fing the fupplies* . 

• We are all undone ; the people are difconteiued 

to the laft degree ; the minifters are obliged to have 
recourfe to the moft rigorous me.thods to raife the 
expences of tlie .wai> r : . . 

Our diftreflesaregceal but Madaim gomf^mn 
continues to fupply our ki/ig, who. h novf gvowhig 
^ 'old, . with a freOi lady, every nigbf» Jli^^-iVPateW 
thank heaven, is ftill pretty wclJ i nor is fae siirtb/^ 
leaft unfit, as w^a reported^ . . for. apiy kjind of i qy dl 



tir6rci<iat1(fn,- fle^ was fo affrighted at the affair of 
Damien^ that his phyficiatis were apprehenfive leaft 

)iis reafbn fhou'ld I'uffer, but that the \vr^tch's 
tortures {oovc comppf^d the klng]^ terrors of' his 

fiNGLANDrJ Wanted an-nftertoan acadeiiiyi 
N. B. He uitfft be able' to r^d> dreia hair^ and 
IDoft faa^e h^d the ftnall-pox. 

DuKLiN, We hear that there is a benevolent 

fubfcription on foot among the nobility and gentry 
of this kingdom, \vh6 are great patrojis of merit, in 
order to aflitt Black aud s^U ^lack in hiscohtcit' with 
the Padderee^' mare« • 
* We haar firom Germany, tfeit Prince Ferdindndl 
has gained a'eoniplete* victory, and taken twelv* 
kettle-drums, iive iVandards, and four waggons of 
ammunition, priibnets of war. *' ' * • 

Epinburgh. We arepolitive when ^ve fay, 
that Saunders McGregor, who was lately executed 
for horfe-ftealing/ is not a Seotchmaiij but'born in 
€anidcfergtrs/' Farewel* ' 
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Fitm Hoant^ fir ft Prefldenf oftheX^refnonlal yfcdiif^ 
' at Pckitiy to Lte/i Chi /^Itangiy the d'tJcontC7ited 
ivajnierer^ by the luay oj 'Mofcowm ^ * ' 
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WHETHER fporiingon theflowciy baiiksoftb* 
river Inis. or fcaling theftcepy mbtnitains of 
JOouchenoiir • Whethfcr travefrfing the black deferta 

of *Kobi, Or giving leflbns of politcnels to the favage 
inhabitants of Europe. In whatever cdnntry, what- 
ever climate, and whatever ch cumftances, all hail ! 
May Tieir, the niihrerfal foul> take you under his 
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protecflion, and infpire jou with a fupenor portion 
ofhinilblf. 

' 'How long, my friend^ flxall ai> e^tbuaQaffu fpr 
knovKlecjge continue i^biltrud: your bafrpiiiels, and 
tear you from all the connections that mak^ li|jf 
"plp^n^'i r'Hayir> long will y pa continue to rove 
froMi climate to clmiate, circled by thouiands^ and 
yety without a friend, feeling all the inconvenieucps 
of a crowd, and all the anxiety of bein^^ alone. 

/ 1 know you will reply, that the retiued plcafuv^ 
.growing.eTei'y day-wifer is a fuflicietit veponi? 
peixce ffvr fvery iqconvei^ieiice. 1 kno^ ydu will 
talk of th^ vulgar (atisfaiftion of folicitiMg happineis 
from'fenfa^l enj oyment only ; and probably enlarge 
npon the excjuilite raptures of I'eniiineiital bliis. 
'Yet, believe me, friend, you are deceived ; all our 
pleafures, though i'eeuiingly never fo remote from 
fenfe, derive their origior from fome one pf the 
ienfes. The moft exquifite demon ilration in mi^ 
them^ics^ or the molt pleading difquijiitioniji.meta* 
phyiics, if it does not ultimately tend M> increafe 
fome (enfual fatisfadtion, is delightful only to fools, 
or to men who have by long habit contracted a falfe 
idea of plealure aiul he who feparaxes fenfual 
and ientimcntal enjoyments^ ieeking happinefs 
from mind alone, is in fadt as wretched as the naked 
inhabitant of the foreft^ who places all ha ppineft 
in the firfl:, regardlefs of the latter. There are two 
extremes in this refpedl ; the favage who fwallows 
down the draught of pleafure, without ftaying to 
reflecfl on his happinefs, and the fage who pafleth 
the cup, while he refle<5ls on the conveuiencies of 
linking. • r 

It is with ail fuU of fprrovf,. my dear 

Altangi^ that I mnft inform yon, that what the 
world calls happinefs, muft now be yours no longer. 
Our great emperor's dil'pleafure at your leaving 
China^ contrary to the rules of our gpvernm^nt, 
:.and tJ^e immemoi^al coi^oii^ ,^f ^:fmjpxi, has pr^ 
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ter, and thercfk of* 3*0^ .fiimily . have been Jcisml , 
by his order, and appropriated to his life 5 all^ 
except your foii, arc now the peculiar proi)erty of 
iiim who.poileilcs all ; him I have hidden from the 
oflic^rs employed for this puq)ofe^ and even at the 
hazard*- a£ my life I huve conceal.ed htm* The 
youth ftems . ohftioatcly bent on finding yon out^ 
wherever you arc ;< he isi determined to face every 
danger that oppofes his j)urruit. Though yet but 
iifteen, all his t'ather*s virtues and obllinacy fparkle 
.in..hi& eyes,' and inarkl^m a9*one dolUned to no 
mediocrity of foriTtine. >c > • ' ^ < 

'You.la^0»y'4eareft friend^ what impnidencehas 
brongbt thee to; from opuIence> -a'tender £simily^ 
furrounding friends, and your mailer's efteem, it 
has reduced thee to want, perfecution, and itill 
wprfe, to onr mighty monarch's difpleafure. Want 
«of prudence jB>too frequently the vr^Qtof, virtue ; 
.nor. is theceou earth ft.niore powerful edvoca^ for 
.mr thafi pdverty.. .;&S'IijlhaU endeavoiirico guard 
'thee fvo» the Me, fo guard thyfelf iffdmtthe other ; 
.;iud Aill think of nxe with alfecftion and ellegm. 
tareweil. . . \; *. , 

. . "> II* .'.il %..»..•.»,'. . .A/ 

* ■ 

:;. r. j X E T T E R : VII. . 

Fr 6m Lien Chi jilf^ffgi^ to fum KH^om, ' firfi Pre f dent 

AWif£^ a jdaugbrer» 4;arri^ ifii^ captivity to 
ex^te my idmnqe. j n fou fc^tne yet arrived at * 
maturity, refolving to encounter e^ery danger in 
the pious pur fuit tif one who has undone him, the(e 
.indeed are circumftattces of diibels ; though my 
tears were jog^re p)'ecia(i^$ than tbcgem ofGolco^a^ 
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Bat I fubniit to the ftroke of heaven. I hold the 
Tolunie of Confucius in my hand, and as I r^ad, 
crow humble^ and patient^ and wife. We ihould 
feel forrow,' fays h^^ but not fiuk. under its oppreiv 
fion $ the heart of a Nvife man ihouldf reftnible a 
mirror^ which refle^ils every olAeA, withoiit being 
fnllied by any. The wheel of ^fortune turns ince? 
lantly round, and who can fay within himfelf, 1 
^hall to-day be iippermoft. We ihould hold the 
immutable mean that lies betweeq infenlibility and 
auguifh i our aiteoipts fhouUl bci^p iMX to iixMn^iih 
*3iat«re> hot to re|>rels it i ' not to 'ftand nHnioved.st 
diftrefs, bat endeavour to turn every-' dafi|fterc6tMnr 
otvn ardvanrage.* Our greateft glory is not^in never 
falling, but in rifing every time we fall, • • " ' 

1 fancy myfelf at prefent, O thou reverend difci- 
pleof Tao, more than a match for all that can hap- 
peti. The etrief bufinefs of my life has been to pro* 
cure-wifdom^ afhd thet. chief objed: of itet.'WiiUoiii 
*was (o behaj^py; -My ir«ten€la«iceon«7o«irfIeAures» 
"my conferences with the miffionaries of Europe, 
rnd all niy fub(equcnt adventures upon quirting 
China, Avere calculated to iucreafe the fphere of my 
happineis^ not my curiofity. Let European tra- 
%'ellers crofi feas and de.ierts, merely to m^afure the 
beighth of a mouutaiu, %p ^^Itvib^ tfeg jatarjA gf 
a river, or tell the commodities which every coun- 
try may produce : merchnnts or gcograpLcrs, per- 
)iaps, may find profit by fuch difcoveiies, but what 
.adv?iutqge caa..ai9crue to a philofopher froii>..fu€h 
nccpuiits, wh<^:K detirpus of under^tan.ding tb^ hn- 
man heart, who leeks to know the of every 
'coUndy^ wbo'^^ftres td dtfeovgf I thofe ^diff&f el i tes 
*tvhTch fefutt from cliifiate, religion, education, 
prejudice, and partiality. ' * ■ ^. ' ^ " ' " '^ ^ 

1 Ihould think my time very 411 befti3wed^ were 
the olily ^ruirsifePitiy adventiires to confi(V>iir Aeiag 
fible tell^'tMat ,8Pf rallbfinelli^f Ir^oiMtM'iivcs jir all 
honfe tb^ Mm«8 W VAgU 4I&)^ ^v^kapemp&(- 
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or ; that the ladles wear longer clothes than the 
xneii ; that tlie prieds are drelled iu colours which 
we are taught to deceit ; . and that then* Ibldierswear 
fcarlet^ which is with us the .lymbol of peace and 
innocence. • How inanytravrtters are there^ .wbo 
confine then* relations to fuch minute and .ufeleis 
particulars ? For one who enters into the genuis of 
thofe nations with Nvhom he has converfed, who dii- 
dofiss their morals, their ojiiuions, the ideas \vhicli 
they entertain of religious wbrihip, the intrigues of 
ifaetr m^iifters, and jEihmr;ikiU in fdences, there 
are twenty, wboonly meixtion (bme idle particulars, 
which can be of no real ufe to a true pliilofopher. 
All their remarks tend, neither to make themfelves 
nor others more happy ; they no way contribute to 
oontcpul th^ir pafTions, to bear ^dverfity^ toinlpire 
Inic virnie, m raiie a detefta|ie» of ytce«. . 
. Men may be'vbry Icimrnleil^ :and yet very miftm^ 
We : it is eafy to be a deep- geometrician, or a fub* 
lime aftronomer, but very difficult to be a good 
nian: I efteem, therefore, the traveller who inlli ucts 
the heart,, hut dei^ni'e him wiio.«only indui);es tiie 
imagination ; a man who leavtfs -tiomtrto mend 
bimlelf and others, is a^iiofophei"; btithe^.wbi^ 
teoesfrom country to* country, guided by the blind 
HBpnUe of curioiity, is only a vagabojid. From 
Zerduiht do'syji to him ofTyanca/1 lionoin- all 
thofe great jiame3 who endeavoured to «uniie the 
:world by then- travels; fuqh.m^n £irew wifer as well 
as better, the farther they* depart^d.from bc^^j apd 
ieemc^' like.riyerj)^ ^hofe i^ieaiiia are npt'-oi^y - 
increalisd^ but rdfinej, as th^y travel from their 
fource. 

- For my own part, my greateft glory Js, that tra- 
velling has not mqre ft^ted myjEQnllitution again^l 
all the viciffitil4es of oUi9)a((^, andi^U the deprcifioiis 
of fatigue^ than it Ji%| ff^ <I9I94 j againfi the .acci- 
lients of ionanei pr tbpif^^ f ^,of. defpair. . t>rc- 
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LET T. E R- VIII. 

^rcrj L:e/j Chi Altangty :o Fum Hoamy firj} PrcftJtiui 
. (fj thi G^rcmomai^ ykadcmy. at I skin^in Chuia. . 

* • 

HOW infupportable, oh thou poffeflbr of heaven* 
\y wiiciom \ iKouiil be this iepanklioii, this^kit^ 
meafurable diftanc^ fro&v my'fridnds, were I ndc 
able thus to delineate niy heart upon papcr^ and lo 
ieiid ihee the daily map of my mhid. • 

I am every day better reconciled to the people 
among wTiom 1 refide^ and begin to faocjiE tha;t iti 
liuie 1 lhall find theni more opplent^ more cbai-ita^ 
fcle, and jx^ore hofpitable^ than I at firft iihaginied* 
I begin to learn Pomewhat of their .manners and t^uR 
toins, O'lid to fee reafoDS for feveral deviations which 
they make from us, from whom all other nations 
derive their politenefs as vreli as their orighial. 

In fpite of talte^ in /^itc of prejudice, I now bef 
gin to think their womeA tolerable; I. can sow 
lookon n langi:i(hhig blue eye ^ovitbout diignfii and 
pardon a fet of teeth^ even though vrhiter than ivo» 
ry. 1 now begin to fancy there is no univerfal 
itandard for beauty. The truth is, the manners of 
the ladies in :tbis city are fo very open> andfo- vaftly 
engaging^ that I am inclined to pais over x^ie more 
^larhig deftdls'of their perfonSi finrce conipen&ted 
by tbt?'tiiore-foli(l, yet Idtentbuawies of tha^mitid. 
What though they want black teeth, or aredeprived 
of the alluremenis of feet no bigger than their 
riiumbs, yet ftill they have folds, my friend ; fuch 
fouls, lbfre!e|fopre^Sng,fo hTofpitable^and foengag* 
ha^'^e rrceived mcn^ invitaticma in the ftreeca 
of London froiiUheftxiti dnenight,thaaIhai»ettieK 
with at Pekin in t^^lvfe f^evotetlons df themonri.i . 

Every evenhig, as I retwrn home from ray ufual 
folitary excuriious, 1 am^ met by fevcral of thofe 
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well-difpofed daughters of holpicalicy, at cViffejcent 
' tiims diul in- dMferjfiiir ftreets, richly die&ed/ and 
whU niitlds xtot left noble than tlieir appea^aiK^e* 
Yocl)c^o«r that nattire has indulged me with a per- 

fbn by no means agreeable ; yet are they too gene- 
'rons to objccft to niy homely appearance ; they ice I 
^Do repugnance at my broad face and fiat nofe : ihey 
'perceive me tobe « Granger, and that alone is ^ 
Aitficient recommendatmi.* Tlicgr cvea ieeni to 
think it their duty to do the honours of the country^ 
by every aft of complaifance in their power. One 
^akes me under the arm, and in a manner forces nve 
along ; another catches me round the neck, and 
deflres to partake in this othce of hoi pitality ; wiiile 
a third, kinder liill, invites me to refrefh my fpJrits 
with wine. Wine is in England referred only for 
the rich, yet here^ teven wink is given away to the 
ftranger ! 

' A few nights ago, one of thofe generous crea- 
tures, drefied all in white, and flaunting like a me- 
teor by -my iide, forcibly attended me home to my 
own fijMirttnetit. Slie Itemed oharmtd wj|h thip 
elegatioe'df the ^fmivm, aiMk tlis^^olivenienM of 
my -fituatfen;* And weN indeed- Ae migiit, fori 
'have hired an apartment for not leis than two iliil- 
lings of their money every week. But her civility 
'<lid not reft here; : for at parting, being dcfirous to 
- know the hour, and perceiving my waudft«put of 
ordet", Ae IdiMlly *took it tote repaii^ ^la relaiion 
of her own^ which yon m^ lmcgiiiewiHriweftiift 
'expend, aA^4he amre^me that'ic will cioft herho* 
%hing. I fliall have it back inr a few days when 
mended, and 1 am pi'eparing a proper ffieech, ex- 
■preflBve of my gratitude on the occafion : Celelli* 
"bI excdlenee^ (1 intend to^ f^^) happjrlam jtuhav* 
<ing fenndmiti isifter many p«i«ifol «d«a«ti]i?e^ a 
%iiidt>f Inndcto'^e, And n people #f luHnankjr: I 
«iayr6vc into other climes, and converfe with na- 
tions yet unknown, but where IhallJ meet a loul of 

« 
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;fdch purity as that which rcfides in thy bread ? 
Sure^ thou hail been nurtured by the hill of the Shia 
•Shit>> ar fucked the brealt of the provident Gin 
-Hiling. Tbe melody of diy voice could rob the 
Chong Foo ef her whelps, or inveigle the Boh that 
lives to the midft of the waters. Thy fervant ihall 
ever retain a fenfe of thy favours 5 and one day 
boaft of thy virtue, fincerity, and truth^ ^moxigtke 
daag^ers of China." Adieu. 

• . . » i 



. ■ < .L B T T £ R IX. . 

I* HAVE been ddcdked ! fhe whoTfi I fancied a 
daughter of paradiie^ has proved to be one of the 
infamous difciples of Han ! 1 have loft a trifle, I 
have gained the conlblation of having diicovered a 
deceiver. 1 moe aM>re, cherei»iie, telax iuto my 
toCTBer imiiflWtw w witH regard-t^ the Si^iih la* 
diet ( they «itee onwa bepn to appeai difagreeable 
in my eyei : thus is my whole ume pafledia form- 
ing concltifions, which the next minute's experience 
may probably deitroy ; the preient moment be- ^ 
/Comes a com meat on the psift^ and 1 mprove mher 
in humiticy ^hmsi wilHom. 

/ 'llhdui^ lawaaiid rel^sitfiii forbid ^he Sngliih to 
dbsqpmeethaiiowwotttaai I,d^r^ore> conduded * 
that proftitutes were baniflied from ibciety ; I was 
deceived ; every man here keeps as many wives as 
he can maintain ; the laws are cemented with 
blood, praifisd and diir^rarded. The very Chinefe^ 
whoie reli^on allows him two wives, takes not 
•bdf tbe liScrties pf . the Englifli in. this; ps^cijtlar. 
.Thfiir fams may becpmpiured to the^booiks. of ;.t))ir 
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«£jrbil8 ; they are held in great yeiieratipQ^ but feU 
-mm rcfidy ; or ieldomer iui4^^^d > ^^ra tbofe 
ivho prfcend to be their guar^aus, difpiue.. about 
the meaning s ^ many of nbe^, and cou£ei» their 
ignorance of others. The law, therefore, which 
commands them to have but one wife, is ftridJy ob^- 
ferved only by thole for whom one is mpre tha|i 
fuAicient; or by fuch as have not money to buy tWQ* 
As for the reit, they violate irpiU»lxcly^ and.fqme 

flory m its violatioa. TJ^ey fe^pi^ fiotl^nki like^Iie 
erfians, that they give evident tharks of manboo^ 
by increafing their ieraglio. A manctarine^ there- 
fore, here generally keeps four wives, a gentle- 
man three, and a it age player two. As for thema- 
gifkrates, the cpi^ntry-juit ices andlqui^'es^ theyiare 
employed, iirit ia debauching yoiing virg^ui^ and 
then puQifliing the tranlgreifioii* • 

l^rom (iich a pi(fiure you will be apt to conclude^ 
thstt he Vfho employs four ladies for his amufement^ 
has four times as much conliitution to fpare as he 
w ho is contented with one, > that a mandarine is 
much cleverer than a gentleman^, and a .^f^flein^ 
.than a player ; yet it is quite the reverfe ; si 
jziandarijae is^e^uaitly fupported oiiipindleibai^, 
appears emaciated by luxury^ and is obliged to ha^ 
recourfe to variety^ merely from the weaknels, not 
the vigour of his conftitution, the number of his 
wives being t)ie moi^ equivocal iymptom of J^. virir 

Befide the coiintry*fqmre, thm is aUaaiootbyeriet 
pf si^n^ ; wh^p whole employ meat- cmififts ia <y>r- 
rupting beatity ; theie the filly part of tlie fair iqf; 
call amiable ; the more ienfible part of them, how* • 
ever, give ihefii the title of abominable. You will 
probably demand what are the talents of a man thuf 
t ^ fly^ f i>y. tiic m^p^ty of tbeiair fex^ Whatxa^ 
leofSggM^ V^h^ beauty, is be peflefled ofi. fiy^enqte Xff 
t^e reft of bU fellowi ^. To anAvex^ypu dii^etSly, 1;^ 
Iws neither.itakpts aor beauty^ j^^vij^i hkmr 
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-fefied bf impndence and affidxiity. WitlV affidnity 
«ml impudence, ttien '«f all ages and M figurcftiray 

•commence admirers. I have even been rold of fome 
vjUo made profeliions of expiring for love, when all 
the world could perceive they were going to die of 

ttUi agt ; aftd' what is mcyre iibrprifing Hill, fuch 

%atrered'beaBa afe^j^neraH/ moifc itifiinioudy fuc- 

•cefifak- - \ : - » • 

- • A f«H«w *6f thftl*k?ikl employs three libura every 

nioi ning iivdrdling his heatl, by which is under)lood 
't)nly his hair. - . 

' ' He is a profefled admirer, iiotof ^y particular 
lady, but of the whole fc^c.-^ . *^ ; ' " ' * 

He is r6 lh j5ppft^ev^y ladyhasteitghtcold etery 
WgKty • whtrh givesl Wii*-«tt o]{)porftt!1ky of calHiig to 
how ihe*doe^ flle next momiilg. * 

He is upon all occaGons .to fliew hiirifelf in very 
great pain for the ladies ; if a lady drogscTen apin^ 
iheis tofly in ordertoprefent it. • - 

He never fJjeaXs to a lady, without advancing hfii 
^dm\tw^ ekri^j wh^'hie fre^iHUly addrefie% 
«W^e^<»«ks-t»att oAe/- ' * ' - ' * • 
*• Vpoit ^roptt- o<*eaifOr», ^lie foolcs^ e«ceiBvely ten** 
den- This is performed by laying hiR hand upon 
lliS'h^nrt, fhiitting his eyes, and Ihowing his teeth. 

lie is eicccllively fbnd of dai>cing a minuet with 
•tlte ladies, by which only meant walking round 
lAtifSo&r HA^ ttf Mt^b'tMes •#]tH Ms httt4to>affe<ft]n^ 

f reat, gravity, a^nd fometinies looking tenderly cn 
IS parttter. ^ • v'a.. . . 

He 'nCver affronts any man hiitjfelf, and never 
fcfents an affront from artotheri ' • r-r 

* He has^an infinite variety of fmall talk upon all 
be^afidns, and kingbs wben lie has iKHhingniore t6 

•'•S*di is tiielcilUngCT^attote •^lio-t^reftrates4iunMHf 

tfe tffi^ fbc till he has undone them: ; afl ^liofe Kb* 

miRlons are the efFecfts of defign, and w»ho to pleafe 

Uie4adies^ almoft becaxncs lihnielf a lady. - 
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*> ... ...» r .; 

? ; * ' To the famct' . • : ' i • 

I HAVE faitlikexto glveu you do account o£ my 
joarnejr from Chi1la^to iuurcqir^ of my tra^'el.^ 
thvougii countries, where natu^-e* ipomui pnn>c*vsd 
radkmtfs^ii#bereAi^ pours foitlv her \vfU)Aer& in ib- 
Kcude ; coumnes, from vyheaice .the rigorous cl£» 
niate^ thc fweepmg inundation, .the drifted defert, 
the howling foreft, and momjtains of immeafurable 
height^ .baniih theJus4»xulmanp alkd^^ead cxttm 
iiTe chrliilacion.; coniiroieB^ :wfaere the dbrowH Tar«^ 
iar«:w]|rkiar8'fbr a jTrecarious fobfifteneev ' 'witlrait 
beavt that never felt pity^ himfelf saoi^ hioeoiis thaito 
the wilderneft he makes. • . . : • r: • 

* iYou will ealily conceive the fatigue of croiEng 
i^fl trades of land, cither de folate, or ii ill more darii 

feroas by its la^bimots. - Tiieretreat of iiie«i/«dio 
;em^dtiy«n fro9n'<reeiet7^ jn oydereo^aikpenMii^iiptfi 
oiidlt ibe bilniah race^ iiomiiially |iroietfbig i»fiMaff 
le&im- to Mofcovy or Clnnai btil* v^stbtmro^nji 
refemblaiice to tlic countries on which they de» 
pend, : ' 

After I had crofled the great .wall, the firft objeifts 
Uiiat preiented were tha.reniah)8' of clelblated cities^ 
and nil tbehnagnhlcenee of venerable rutn;<^ TherjB 
were to be feen templefirof beanrifful ftru&are^ftatnea 
fWoug'ht by theAaiid. ofaf m^fter, >aiid 'aronml a 
country of luxuriant jTlenty, but not one fmgle in- 
habitant to reap the bonnties of nature, TheRj 
were profpedla that niightiiumble the prideof kincs, 
and reprefs' human vanity* I afloed^my' guide' iTie 
caofeof ihcfadefojfation. ^TIleic4om tries; fayatej 
i»ere ^eetbse dbmiiiidhslefj*n 'Tairtatsptdftoe> 
thefe min^ the feat of an sr, elegance andleafel Thirf 
puooe^ waged au ui^i^cei^yl av^ witU oue^af thd 
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emperors of China : he was conquered, liis dtle» 
plundered, aiid all his fubjedts carried into captivity. 
Such are the eife(5is of the ambkioM of kings 1 Ten 
clerviies^ fays the Indian proverb, ih§U fieep in peace 
upon a fingle carpet, wfailetwd kings (hall quarrel 
though they have kingdoms to divicte them* Snre^ 
my friend y the: croelty and the pride of man hav( 
made more deicrts than nature, ever made ! She is 
kind, but man is ungrateful. 

Proceeding in my journey through this penfive 
icene^of deiblated beauty, in a few. days J ^rived 

SdieiDteres, .a liation^U depeadem ei\£blfi 
dangarls thinr. principal city, wtticb^oooak 
pared Wttterihole of Europe, fcaccdy defer vei tb^ 
name. The governors and other officers, who are 
lent yearly from Pekin, abufe their authority, and 
often take the wives and daughters of the inhabi*t 
tants to themfelves. TbeDaaws^accuftomed to^bafil 
fi^MSiohf feci b6 vdfentment at thoie injuries;/ or 
fttflo a( whtt they firel.* Cuftom abd:aaceffiiy te&dl 
etfsn, barbarians the fame art of dtfBmulatibn that^ 
atnbition and intrigue infpire in the hreafls of thd 
polite^ Upon beholding fuch unlicenfcd ilretch^s 
of pomer^ alas 1 thought i> how little does^our wiie^ 
and godd eiiiperonknow of tbefe intolerable. exaftin 
ons ! Thefe provinces are too diftant for compjaiitt^ 
aM: iod.tdfighifleam «tD expcKft' rMreft. "The more 
diftant*llie 'government, the honefter Ihould be the 
governor to whom it is entrufted ; for hope of im- 
punity is a ftrong inducement to violation, . 
f; The religion of the Daures is, more abfqrd ih/m 
even that of the fed:arie9 of Fohi. How ivould you 
be furpriftd> O iage difciple and follower oi Coiifu* 
cius i ybn Mio believe one eternal sntellig^t emtb 
of all, /houkl you be preienC at the barbarous cere* 
pioniesof this infatuated people ! How would you 
<ieplorether bliudnefs and folly of mankind ! His 
boalled iteaibn feems ^only. lo;l^it'hiuijattray^ and 
bimaliafloiMS^maror^nlady^pi^^ out tbep^ la 
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.happinefi. Could yon tfaiidC' it ? They Murtt S 
wicked diwuty $ tbey. fw him and they mrihip 
him' 5 tbey ioiaUsie lii^i HfiialieioM beingi* r^ady t# 
iojare and. ready beappeafed. * Theiata aii4 

>vomen aiJeraUe at midnight in a hiit^ which ferves 
for. a temple. A pried Itretches iiinifelf on the 
ground, and all the people ponr forth the moil hor* 
rid crici^ wiiile drams and timbrels fwell the infer* 
Hal concerts After this: <liliohaiiee» miicalled mnfie^ 
has cMidatieBitdMmt tmhmiray die piicft nfes €rem 
die groond^'aflSimesan air of inlpmition^ grovabig 
^ich the iai^iriu^ d^mon^ and pretends to. a ikili in 
futurity. ^ ' 

In every country^ my friend, the honze^^.tjbe 
bracbmans^ and the priefts, deceive the people ; all 
reformations begin from the kuty ; the priells pointl 
W^9t tlpe Mf ia y ip b ea iien ^witMheir fingers^ but ftand \ 
ftill themfelves, nor feem to travel toiivards thei 
country in view. 

The cuftoms of this people correfpohd to their re- 
li^on : they keep their dead for three days on the 
fame bed where tbe perfcididied ; after which they 
bury him in a grave moderately deep^ bi^ ifvith the 
iteuftitttmoovered; Here&r feveral days tbey pre- 
fent liim different forts of meats, -which, when they 
, perceive he does not confume, they fill up the grave^ 
, and deiift from defiring him to eat for the future. 



i^fafttvdtty,* td enrrdto a deiid /bctiy V .«^eady ptttiady 
eo partSHte of the .bom^tJ )Vliere,Jl again 
^MNitir, if lnmianr>vearatt'f rnotenly fimae mep, bat 
whole nations, feem diveftied of its iilumination. 
Here we obferve a whole country adoring a divinity 
through fear^ and attempting to feed .the; dead : 
ttiefe are the' atoft iTerioas >siid r eligfeust oceii|mdhns. 
'A^eitheier imen rteibnai^xor •aKe::siot^i t^er.iqpirsiof 

*t 'Certajnv/I am; O thcHi inftrudlor of my yeitfdkf! 
that Mrithoiu^fAuiofo^^V |vithom<foine ^W:id»xu- 
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ousmen, who feem to l>e of a dilTcrcnt nature froiri 
the reft of manktncl ; without Ibch :is thefe, the 
MTorfhip of a wicked diviwity would lurelybcieiia* 
bli(hed<over every, part ] of tth€ eanii.y> ifear guides 
more to tbeir dmif thm^igtatuodes 'ibiijQim wti^ 
it vSmious froal tbe *loTe of virt ney from the ob* 
ligation whieh he thinks he lies under to the giver 
ot'alJ^ there are ten thouland who are good only 
from their apprehenfioiis of puiiifliment. CouM 
thefe lad be perfuaded ^ as the Epicureans were^ thai 
jieaven had no thrimders in fkore liovithe villain^ they 
M^GuiId no longer coptiiiii&to^acknmkd fubordt* 
nation^ or thank th»t Being who gave tli^^niicadft^ 




• • 



V 



FROM iucb. a pi&ai^ of nature in primeval £niir 
pUcicy, tell me, my much refpecft^ firkiHl^ 'ai^ 
yo« 4o lovq with fati^^c and iblitudei -Do' jqu, ilgh 
^fimtlie ieizere frugakty of theiwmdering Tartar^ or 
regret "being bbrn amidst the luxury and diffi;nula- 
rion of the polite ? Rather tell rac, has not every 
kindiof life.vices peciiHarly its -mtxvX «isjt iiptca 
trutli; ;that refined countrjes()baf«e.8nord "Atfil^fihmt 
<tbqfir not iib ten-ible i 'barbarous ilatBons^:&vv;(ialMi 
they^off tI|f:«rioftfii|deomciifcn^ JPevfidy aft4 
fraud areitlie'vleeffofciptilized nations, credvUty aifd 
violence thofeof the inhabitants of the dtefert. Doea 
the luicury of the one produce half the?cvils bf the 
inhumanity of the other f Cer^iuJythoie phiJoth* 
^[^r& %vfao declaim agaiiift-HlaxU^ry^rihaive hiab iittle 
iMderftotld»beiMfits/^ t;}iigr%taaiiA#^ 
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luxury wc owe, not only the greatcfl: part of our 
knowledge, but even of our vii tucs. 

Ic may Ibund fine in tlie uioutli.of adeclaixner^ 
when he calks of lubcluingMr appetkeS; of teach* 
ing every foife to be content vrkh a bare fufficiency^ 
and of fuppl3iing only the wants of nature ; but is 
there not more latisfadtion in indulging ihofe apj>c- 
tites^ if with innocence and fafcty, than in reltrain- 
ing them f Am not I better pleafed in enjoyment, 
than in the Allien fati$fad:Ipn of thinking that 1 can 
Jive without enjoyment 1 The more various our 
artificial neceffities, the wider is our circle of plea- 
fure ; for all pleafure confifts in obviating necelli- 
ties as they rife ; luxury, therefore, as it iiicreafcii 
our wants^ increases our capacity for happincfs. 

Examine the hiilory of any country remarkable 
for opulence and vtdfdom^ you will find they would 
never have been wife, had they not been firfi: luxu- 
rious ; you will find poets, philofophers, and even 
patriots, marching in luxury's train. The reafon 
is obvious ; we then only are curious after know- 
ledge^ when we find it connedled with fenfual hap- 
pincfs. •The fenfes ever point out the way, and 
reflecflion com uient8» upon the difcovery. Inform a 
native of the defert of Kobi of the exaft meafure of 
the parallax of the moon^ he finds no latibfacitiou 
at all in the information : he wonders how any 
could take fuch pains, and lay out fuch treafurcs ' 
in order to folve fo ufelefs a difiiculty ; but conneA 
it with his happlnefs, by (hewing that it improves 
navigation, that by fuch an inveftigation he may 
have a warmer coat, a better gun, or a finer knife, 
and he is inftantly in raptures at fo preat an im- 
provement. In flioti:, we only defire to know 
what we defire to poflefs ; and, whatever we majr 
talk againft it, luxury adds the fpur to curiofity^ 
and gives ur a defire of becoming more wife. 

But not our knowledge only but our virtues arc 
improved by luxury, Obferve the brown favage of 

D 
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Thibet, to'whom the friiits of the fprcading pome^ 

granate fupply food, and its branches an habitation : 
buch a character has few vices I giant, but thofe he 
has are of the moit hideous nature ; rapine and 
cruelty are (carce crimes in his eye ; neither pity 
nor teudernefs, which enoble every virtue, have 
any place in his heart ; he liates his enemies, and 
liills thofe he fubdues. On the other hand, the 
polite Chinefe and civilized European, feem even 
to love their enemies. 1 liave jult now feen an in- 
ilance, where the £ngliih have iuccoured thofe 
enemies whom their own conncrymea have aAually 
refn&d to relieve. 

The greater the luxuries of every country, the • 
more clofely, poiiiically fpeaking, is that country 
united. Luxury is the child of luciety alone, the 
luxurious man itands in need of a thoufand diiferi* 
ent artiils to furnifh out his hnppinefi ; it is more 
likely, therefore, chat he ihould be a good citizen^" 
who is connected by motive of felf-intereft with fo 
many, than the abltcmious man, who is united to 
none. 

ill whatfoever light, therefore, we confidcr lux- 
wry, whether as employing a number of hands 
naturally too feeble for more laborious employ ment, 
as finding a variety of occupations for others who 

might be totally idle, or as furnifhin^ out new 
*■ inlets to happinefs, without encroachinp, on mutual 
property, in whatever light we regard it, we fliall 
have reafon to (land up in its defence, and the . 
fentiment of Confucius ilill remains uuihaken. 
That we (houVd enjoy as many of the luxuries of 
life as arc confident with our own lafety, and the 
profpcrity of others ; and tiiat he who finds out a 
new pleafure^ is one of the uioA ulei'ul members of 
ibcicty." 
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LETTER XII. 

• » • 

To the fame. 

« 

• * 

FROM the funeral {blenmities of the Danres^ 
who think themfelves the poliicll people in the 
world; I mult take a tranfition to the iuneral folem- 
aiities of the Englifh, who think themiclves as polite 
as they. The uumberlefs ceremonies whic b are 
Qfed here when a perfon is >fick, appear to me To 
many evident jnarks of fear and appreheniion, 
Afli an Engli/hman, however, whether he is afraid 
oF death, and he boldly anfwers in the negative ; 
but obferve his behaviour in circuniflances of ap- 
proaching ficknels, and you wiil iind his addons 
give his ^ertion the lie* - 

The Chinefe are very fincere inihis refped ; they 
hate to die, and they confeis their terrors r a greap 
part of their life is.ipeni; ii) preparing things proper 
tor their funeral ; a poor artizaii will Ipend half 
hia income in providing himfelf a tomb twenty 
years before he wants it % and denies himfelf the 
neceflaries of life, tliai; he may be amply provided 
for wheulielhall vtrant them no more. 

But people of diftincftion in England really de- 
ferve pity, for they die in circnmdnnces of the n:clt 
extreme diitrefs. it is an eiiabiiihed rule, never i(> 
let a man know tliat liie is dying: piiviicians are 
fent for, the clergy are called, and every thing 
pafies in filent folemnity round the fick-bed ; the 
patient is in agonies, looks round lor pitj; yet not 
a lingle creaun e will fay that he is dyiii^;. If lie is 
poifeHed of fortune, his relations entreat him to 
make his will, as it may reitore the tranquility of 
his niind. He is deiired tc^ underso the rites of the 
church, for decency requires it. His friends take 
theii* leave^ only becaufe they don't care to fee him 

Di . 
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in pain : In Oiorti an hundred ftratagems afe ufe^ 

10 make him do what he might have been induced 
to perform only by beiwg told, — Sir, you are paft 
a]l hopes^ and had as good ihiuk deceiul)^ of dy- 

iieiides all this^ the chamber is darkened^ the 
"v^liole honfe echoes to the cries of the ir ife^ the 
lamentations of the children, tlie grief of the fer<> 
vants, and the fioiis of friends. The bed is fur- 
rouuded with pricils and dc<rtors in black, and only 
tlambcaux emit a yellow gloom. Where is the man^ 
how intrepid foc\cr^ that would not fhrink at fuch 
9 hjdcous Iblemnity i ¥ov fear of aftVighting thmr 
expiring friends, the Engliih pr^^diice all that can 
fill them with terror. Strange effect of human pre* 
judice, thus to torture merely from miitaken ten* 
ilernels ! . 

You fee, my friend, what contradiillioBsjbere are 
in the tetnpers of chofe idaiidevs^ levfaeo prompted by 
ambition, revenge, or difappointmeiit, tbey meet 

death with the utmoft refolution ; the ^ery man who 
in his bed would have trembled at the afpecfl of a 
doctor, ihall go with intrepidity to attack a baftion^ 
or deliberately noofe himfelf^up in his garters* 

The paffion of tl>e Europeans for magnificent 
interments is equally ilron^M^ith thatof tbeCbinefe^ 
When atradefman dies, his frightful face is painted 
up by an .undertaker, and placed in a proper fitua- 
lion to receive company ; this is called lying in Itaie. 
To this difagreeable fpedtacle ail the idlers in towu 
iiock^ and leariv to loathe the wretch dead whom 
they defpiied when living. In this manner you fee. 
Tome who would have retufed a fhilling to f'ave the 
life of their deareil: frieird, beftow thoufands on a- 
doming their putrid corpfe. 1 have been told of a 
fellow, 'who, grown rich by the price of biood, left 
it in his will that he (liould lie in Hate, aud tlius un^ 
knowingly gibbeted himfelt into infamy, when he 
might have othcrwilb quietly rctircd.into oUivioo^ 
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When the perlbn is buriedi the next care is to^ 
OM(ke his epitaph : they are generally reckoned befk 
which flatier molt ; fuch relations, therefore, as have 
received moil benefits from the defiinc't, liifcharge 
this friendly office, and generally iiatter in propor- 
tion ta their joy. When W6 jread thofe monumental 
hifloHca. of the dead^ it in^y be^piftly faid^ • that all 
iBeQ'are'equal in theduft.} for. fh^y ^11 appear e* 
qnally remarkable for being th^ mc^ fincere<:hriC. 
tians^ the moft benevolent neighbours, and the ho- 
nefteft men of their time. To go through an Eu- 
ropean CQuntry, one would b^..j^pt tc^Avonder how 
snankitid eteU bave'.fah^f^ljhdegfViiQ^t^ from fncl^ 
e3eedlent.«atfioeAors :. ^i9eiiy« towiib. pretends to claim 
yonr reverence and "regret ; Cotiie arepraifed for 
piety in thole infcriptions, who Jiever cntei ed the 
temple until they were dead ; lonie arc praii'ed for 
being excellent poets^ who were p^ver mentioned, ex^ 
ceptforthek:dviiliels>^.h9i| hviingi oi^iiers for fublime 
orators, vhb were nevet noted except for their im- 
pudence ; and others ftill for military atchievements, 
who were never in any other** fkirmiflies- but -with 
the waich. Some even make epitaphs for themfclves, 
and befpeaktlie readf r^^0Qd-iy[i]l.. it w.ere indeed 
to be wiihed^ that every man wonld early learn hi 
this manner to raake-i^isr.0wut'>: (hat he would draw 
it trp in terms as flattering as poiiible^ and that he 
would make it the ei^ploymenc of his whole life to 
deferve it. 

- i have not yet been in a pUce called W'^eftminfter 
Abbey, but foon imead to. vifiiijr. T^rs^. fjpn t^ld 
I^^U fee |ufticejdont'jt0«dMea^ merit ; .jQiOt)e, .I 
ttfld, are permitted -tPibe- buried -there but fuch 
as have adorned as well Jis improved mankinds 
There no intruders, by the influence of friends or 
fortune, prefume^to U^ijgir unhallowed alhes with 
pbilo£bplmrs» Jieroe^, wdpoe^s. Nothing Hut true 
mem liksapKMeiti*diat.|Mw6|l fig)c%ujary ^.the guard- 
i«iflup<tfitheft(m]»di9 Q^mitiM (^feyeralreveisend 
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of taking down the names of good men^ to msilce 
room for others of equivocal cbaradter, nor ever 
priefts, who arc never guilty for a fiiperior reward 
profiine the facred walls with pageants, that pofte^ 
I'ity cannot know, or fhall blulli to own. 

I always was of opinion, that iepulchral bonoui:! 
t>f this kind flioeld be confidered as a nationd.coa- 
cem, and not trofted totbecare of th^ priefts o£ 
any country, how refpeAable ibever ; but from the 
condudtof the reverend perfonages, whofe difinter- 
clled patriotifm I fhall fhortly be able to difcover, I 
am taught to retmSt my former fe^imeiKs. Itis 
true, the Spartans and the Periians md/O a fine po^ 
'litical vfeof fepulchral vanity, they permitted now 
to be thus interred who had not fallen in the vindi- 
cation of their country : a monument thus became ^ 
real mark of diftincflion ; it nerved the hero's arm 
with tenfold vigour ; and he fought wicfaoot iear 
^ho only fought for a pmtm Farewell. « 

t ff 

LETTER XiU. 

1AM juft returned from Weftminfier Abbey, the 
place of fepulture for the philofophers, heroes^ 
and kings of England. What a gloom .do monu- • 
mental infcriptions^ and all the venerable •-remaini 
of deeeafed mtfsilt infoire ^ Imagine 41 tempie 
marked widi'tlMhand^riintffiiaty^ ibleBin<s»rcli« 
gious awe, adorned with all the magnificflnoe ef 
barbarous profulion, dim windows, fretted pillars^ . 
long cglonades^ and dark ceiliiigs. Tfainek then^ 
what were my fenfations at being introdqced €o 
filch a fcetie. I ftood in the vlidft of. the temple, 

^Qd^dir^w toy tytitomA on twaHifflM i»ifih 
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4hellatue!0^ tlie infcriptions^ and ihe-aonoiMnts of 
the dead. 

Alas, 1 faid to myfelf, how does pride attend the 
puny child of djuft ei^B to the grave ! hum- 
ble as I am^ I pofleft mpre ooiiie<]uence in the pr^- 
ient icae^'than the greateft lirn'oc^ ^bem ail ; they 
.Jbave toiled for an hour to gain ^ traafient immor* 
.tality, and are at length retired to the grave, 
where they have no attendant but tjae worni, iioae 
to flatter but the epUaph. 

As I was indul^ng fuch risfletStioM ,a gimilenian 
•drefled in •blacky percetwing aQi9.to be -a fti^ger^ 
eaoie up^ entered into eonv^fedcrtiy and politely 
o6Fered to be niy inftrufflor and guide through the 
temple. If any monument, faid he, fliould parti- 
ctilariy excite y«>ur curio(ity^ I ihall endeavpur to 
iatbfy ^your demands. I accepted iviAh tbs^nk^ the 
^ntleinan'a oifFor> adding, ttot»<< t waa GOB»e to ab- 
iarm the policy ^theadidooi^ and th^ juftice of the 
Englifh, iu confeiiring rewards upon deceafed 
merit. If adulation like this, continued 1, be 
properly conducted, as it can no wife injure thofe 
<^ who aee flattered^ jfo kjaay beaglprioMis inc^n* 
live to tte& who tre <famt ^a^iablfi ^ ^a^ylng if. 
^ Itis the duty of every good goYarnmmr (o vm^ 
«^ this monumental pride to its own advantage, to 
become ftrong in the aggregate, from the w^?ik- 
»eft of the individual, if none but the truly 
^< great have a place in this awful riepoiUory^ .a 
(5< aBuvpIe Hks tUft nsti !|^erthe fiticft lafljoM vi 
nMMsditjr, »«nd l»a ftnonginoen^r^ t# a inra^'iMQ- 
^ bition. l am told, that none have a place h^a 
tut charadlers of the moft dillinguifhed merit.** 
The sian in black Xeemed impatient at my ob^ 
ftrvationt, ib I dUiboatinued my reinaric#^ and wc 
aaalkad anttogether ID take a view ^cry^paitiefk- 
lar ttionmnaht in oi!der asric jajr. ; > 
ilathe eye is naturally caught by the fineft ob^ 
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about one mdnnnient, which appeared more beaU* 
tifnl than the reil ; that^ faid I to my guide, I take 
H) be the tomb of Ibme very great man. By the 
peculiar excellence of the workmanihtp^ and 4he 
' magnificence of the defign^ this mult be atrophj^ 
'Toiled t« the'inenioi*jr of Ibtne king, who Isas Isivcid 
We eotifttry fromf'uift, w lawgiver, who hasnedvced 
his fellow -citizens from artafchy into juft fiibje^fli- 
on — It is not reqnifite, replied my companion, fmil- 
' ing, to have fuch qualifications in order to have a 
• Very fine monument here^ More humble abilities 
.'Will faffice. Wbat^ 1 fuppofe then, the gaimtig 
two or thr^e battles, or the taking half a foore 
towns, is thought a fufficient qualification ?" Gain- 
'ing battles or taking towns, replied the man in 
'black, may be of fer vice, but a gentleman may ham 
a very fine monument hei e, without ever feeing a 
- battle or a fiege. *^ This then is the raoniimeiit 
of ibn\g poet, 1 prefume; of one whofb wit has gaiif- 
cd him immortality No, Sir, replied my guide, 
the gentleman who lies here never made verfes ; 
mid as for wit, he defpifed ic in others, becaufe he 
-had none himfelf. Pray then tell me in a word, 
(faid 1 pieevi&ly) what i» the greats maii "who lies 
faere paiticularlf remarkaUe ior^V* ^lientorkabW, 
Sir J faid my companion'; why, Sir, the gentleman 

that lies here is remarkable, very remarkable 

for a tomb in Weftminfier Abbey. But, head of 
my anceftors ! how has he got here f I fancy he 
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^i^eii Mtong company; wfa^ evto moderate 'merit 

Svould look like infamy.*' I fuppofe, replied the 
man in black, the gentleman was rich, and his 
friends, as isufual in fuch a cafe, told him he was 
great* He readily believed them ; the ^uardiaiie 
of thetemple^ as they got by the felf-ddofion^ wertf 
Mtdj^to beK^ve 'hiih , too ; fii ^liejip^d -Us wstoxey 
&>r a iine monumejU i and the .workman> as you 
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£9ft| lias made him ime of themoft beautiful* Think 
not, liowewr, that this gentlejusm is fiugular in his 
defire of being buried among tlte great ; there are 
feveral others in the teiuple, who, hated and fluin- 
ned by the great while alive, have come here, fully 
^efolved to keep them company now they are dead. 

As we walked along to a particular part of the 
temple, there, fays the gentleman, pointing whh 
hi« finger, that is the poets' corner ; there you fee 
the monuments of Shakefpeare, and Milton, and 
Prior, and Draytog. Drayton, I replied, 1 never 
lieard of iiini before ; but I have heen jtold of onic 
Fope, is he there f " It is time enough^ replied my 
guide, theie hundred years, he is not long dead, 
jieoj^e hwe not done hating him yet. Strange, 
cried I, can any be found to hate a man whore life 
was wholly fpent in entertaining and inftrucfting 
his fiellow creature i" Yes, fays my guide, they bate 
him for that vety reafoiu There are a fttiif ine&, 
called m£9¥€rprB.4aft boolcs, who take upon |liem t<^ 
w^h the republic odf letters^ and diftrihmeTepu(it» 
tian by thefheet ; they foniewhat refemble the eu* 
nuchs in a ieraglio, who are incapable of giving 
pleaibre themfelves, and hinder thofe that would*. 
Tfaefe anfwerers have no 4»tber employment but to 
cry out Dunce and Scribbler^ to pr^Ue tk^m dead, an^ 
revile the living, to grant a man of coo&fled abilidea 
fonie fmall fbare of merit, to applaud twenty block-* 
heads, in order to gain the reputation of candour, 
and to revile the -moral characTter of the man whoie 
writings they cannot injure. Such wretches arrf 
kept in pay by fbme mercenary bookfeller, or more 
frequently the bookfeller himfelf takes this dirty 
work off their hands, as all that is required is to be 
very abufive and very dull ; every poet of any ge- 
nius 16 fure to find fuch enemies ; he feels, though ' 
he (eems to defpife their malice ; they niudce hinv 
miferable here^ and iu the purfuic of empty fame>a( 
lait -he gains (olid an:uety. ^ 
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Has this been the . cafe with every poet I iek 

here (cried I) — Yes, >vith every mother's fon of 
them, replied he, except Jie happened to be born a 
mandarine. If he has much money, he may buy 
reputation from your book-anfwerers, as ^ ell as a 
monument from the guardians of the temple. , 
*^ But are tliere not fome men of diitinguiihed 
tafte, as in China, who are willintr to patronize men 
of meric^ and ibften the rancour of malevolent dul- 
ncls 

I own there are many, replied the man in black ; 
but alas ! Sir, the book -answerers croud about them, 
and call tbemfelves the writers of books ; and the 
patron !s too indolent to diftinguiih : thus poets are 
kej)t at a dilVance, while their enemies eat up all 
their rewards at the mandarine's table. 
. Leaving this part of the temple, we made up to 
an iron gate, through whi^h my companion told me 
we were to pafi, in order to fee the mouumeAts of 
the kings* Accordingly 1 marched upwithont fiOCm 
ther ceremony, and was going to' enter, when a 
perfon who held the gate in his hand told me 1 muft 
pay firft. J was furprifed at. fuch a demand ; and 
aiked the man whether the^-people of England kefMB 
a /^ow P Whether the paltry fom he demanded was 
not a national reproach \ Whether it was not more 
to the honour of their country to let their magnifi* 
cence or their antiquities be openly feen, than thus 
meanly to tax a curiofity which tended to their own 
honour i. As for your queitions, replied the gate- 
keeper, to be fure they may be very right becau&e I 
don't uoderftand them \ but as for that there three** 
pence, I farm it from one, who rents it from ano- 
ther, who hires it from a third, who lenlts it from 
the guardians of the temple ; and we mult ail live. 
1 expelled upon paying here to fee fomething exu a- 
ordinary, fince what 1 have feen for nothing filled 
me with fo much furprife } but in this 1 was difap- 
pointed ; there was little more witjiiu than black 
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coffins^ nifty armour^ tattered itandards^ and fome 
few llovenly figures in wax, I was forry 1 had 
paid^ bnt I comtbrtedxnyfelf by confidering it would 
be my laft payment. A per(bn attended ns^ who, 

without once bluHiing, told an hundred lies : he 
talked of a lady who died by pricking her finger, of 
a king with a golden head^ and twenty fuch pieces 
•of abiurdity. Lookyethere^ gentlemen, Ibyshe, 
pointing to an old oak chair^ there's a curiofity for 
ye ; in that cliair the kings of England were crown- 
ed ; you fee alfo aftone underneath^ i\ud that ftone 
is Jacob's pillow. 1 could fee no curiofity either in 
the oak chair or theitone ; could 1, indeed, behold 
one of the old kings of England feated in this, or 
Jacob's head laid upon the other, there might be 
ibmething curious in the fight ; but in the prefent 
cafe, there was no more reafon for niy furprife^than* 
if 1 fliould pick a ftone from the ftreets, and call ir 
a curiofity, merely becaufe one of their kings hap- 
pened ro tread upon it as he paiied in a proceiiion. 

From hence our conductor led us through fe'vei^I 
dark walks and winding ways, uttering lies, talk- 
ing to himfelf, and flourifhing a wand which he 
held in his hand. He reminded me of the black 
magicians of Kobi. After we had been almoll fa- 
tigued with a variety of objecfts, he, at lait^ de&red 
ine to confider attentively a certain fuit of armour, 
which feemed to ihew nothing remarkable^ This 
armoui*, faid he, belonged to General Monk. " Ve- 
ry furprifing that a general fhould wear armour I" 
And pray, added he, obferve this cap, this is gene- 
ral Monk's cap., Very ftrange, indeed, very 
ftraiige, that a general fhould have a cap alio I 
Fray, friend, what might this cap have colt origin- 
ally That, fir, fays he, I don't know, but tliis 
.cap is all the wages I have for my trouble. A 
^ery fmall recompence, truly,"(faid I.) Not fo very 
fmall, replied he, for every gentleman puts fome 
money into it^ .^nd 1 ipend ];he moii^y* . W.hi^t 
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more money ! ftill more money !" Every gentleman 
gives fomcthing, Sir, TU give thee nothing, re- 
tarned I ; the guardians of the temple ifaould pay 
joti your wages friend, and not permit you to 
fqueeze thas from every fpeftator. When we pay 
our money at the door to lee a fhew, we never give 
more as we are going out. Sure the guardians of 
tiie temple can never think they get enoDgh. Sh^w 
me the gate ; if I ft ay longer, I may probably- meet 
with more of thofe ecclefiaitieal beggars. 

Thus leaving the temple precipitarely, I returned 
to my lodgings, in order to ruminate over what was 
great, and to defpife what was ni^ean ia the occur* 
rences of tlie day* 



LETTER XIV. 
FtofM fke frtnt. 

I WAS feme days ago agreeably furpnf d by a 
meflage from a lady of diftindiion, v hv)rent me 
word, that fiie moft palfionately defired the pleafure 
of my acquaintance^ and with the utmolt impati- 
ence espeAed an interview. I will not deny^ my 
dearFuai Hoam, but thatmy vanity was raifed at 
ilich an hivitation ; I flattered myftlf that flie had 
feen me in fome public place, and had conceived an 
aftecflion formy perfon, which thus induced her to 
deviate from the ufual decorums of the fex. My 
imaginadon painted her in all tlu& bloom ' of youth 
and beauty. I fancied her attended % the loves 
and graces ; and I fet out with the moft pleaCng 
expcd:atioiis of feeing the conqueft I had made. 
' Wh©n I was introduced into her apartment, my 
expcAationa were f uickly at an end s I perceived a 
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little fliilvelkd figure, indolently reclined on a fofa, 
who iiodciecl by way of approbation at my approach. 
This, as 1 was afterwards informed, was the lady 
herielf, a woman equally tliiliuguiflied for rank, 
politenels^ tafte, aikl underftandiiig. As I was drefl- 
ed afcer the faihiou of Europe, flie had taken nie 
for an Englifliman, and confequently faluted roe in 
her ordinary manner ; but when the footman in- 
formed her Grace, that I was the gentleman from 
China, Ihe.ipftautly lifted herfelf from the couch, 
while her eyes fparkled with unufual vivacity* 
Blefs me ! can this be the gentleman that was 
bom fo far from home I What an uuufual ihare 
" of fomethbignefs in his whole appearance ! Lord, 
how I am charmed with the outlandifh cut of his 
face ! how bewitching the exotic breadth of his 
forehead i 1 would give the world to fee him in 
his own country drefs. Pray turn about. Sir, 
and let me fee you behind. There i there's a 
travelled air for yott i You that attend tbere^ 
bring up a plate of beef cut into fmall pieces : I 
have a violent paHion to fee him eat. Pray, Sir, 
have you got your chop-iticks about you i It will 
be fo pretty to fee the meat carried to the mouth 
with a jerk. Pray fpeak^ a little Chinefe : I 
have learned ibme of the language myfelf. 
^' Lord, have you nothing pretty from China about ^ 
you ; fomething that one docs not know what to 
do with i I have got twenty things from China 
that are of no ufe in the worlds Look at thofe 
jars^ are they of 'the right pea green ; thefe 
are the furniture/* Dear Madam, (faid 
thofe, though they may appear fine in your eyes, 
are but paltry to a Chinefe ; but as they are ufe- 
ful utenfils, it is proper they fliould have a place 
in every apartment. Ufeful 1 Sir^ replied the la- 
dy ; fure yon miitake,, they are of no life in the 
world. What ! are they not filled with an infu- 
fion of tea, as ia China (replied 1.) Qiiite empty 

£ 
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and ufelels^ upon niy honour, Sir. Then they 
are the molk cumbrous and clumfy furniture in the 

Avorkl, as nothing is truly elegant but ^'hat unites 
ufe with beauty." 1 proteft, (Ihys the lady,) 1 fhall 
begin to lufpe^l: tljee of being an actual barbarian. 
I fuppoie alfo you bold my two beautiful pagods m 
contempt. *^ What ! (cried I,) has Fohi i'pread his 
grofi fuperftition here alfo? Pagods of all kinds are 
3ny averlion.'* A Chine fe, a traveller, and want tafte! 
it furprifes nie. Pray, Sir, examine the beauties of 
that Chinei'e temple which you fee at the end of the 
garden. Is there any thing in China more beau- 
tiful i " Where 1 Itand 1 fee nothing, Madam, at 
the end of the garden^ that may not as well be cal- 
led an Egyptian pyramid as a Chinefe temple ; for 
that little buibiing in view is as like the one as t'o-^ 
ther." What 1 Sir, is not that a Chinefe tenii)le i 
you mud furely be miilaken ; Mr. Freeze, who de- 
iigned it, calls it»onc, and nobody difputcs his pi e- 
tenfions to taifcc. I now found it 'vain tp contradiA 
the lady in any thing (he thought fit to advanee ; fo 
-was refblved ratlier to a(5l the difciple than the in- 
Ibuc^or. She took me through fe\eral rooms, all 
fumiflied, as flie told me, in the Chinefe manner ; 
fprawling dragons, fquatting pagods, and clumfy 
mandarines, were ftock upon every flielf : In turn* 
• injr round one muft have ufed caution not to demo«> 
liili a part of the precarious furniture. 

In a houfe like this, thought I, one muft live con- 
tinually upon the watch > the inhabitant mult re- 
femble a k|iight in an enchanted caftle, who ex- 
peAs to meet an adventure at every turning. But 
madam, (faid I,)do nb accidents ever happen to all 
this finery Man, Sir, (replied the lady) is bom 
to misfortunes : and 'tis but fit I fliould have a fliare. 
Three weeks ago a carelefs fervant fnapped off the 
head of a favourite mandarine : I had fcarce done 
grieving for that, when a monkey broke a beauti- 
ful jar i this I took the mor^ to heart/as the injury 
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was done me by a friend : howeveri I furvived the 

calamity j when yefterday crafli went half a dozen 
dragons upon the marble hcarth-ftone ; and vet I 
' live ; I furvive it all : you can't conceive ^vhat 
comfort I iind under afiiic^tions from philofophy. 
There is Seneca and Bolingbroke^ and fome others^^ 
i;vho guide me through liie, and- teach me to fup« 
port its calamities,—— I could not but fmile at a 
woman who makes her own misfortunes, and then 
deplores the mifcrics of her fituation. Wlierefore, 
tired of a(5tuig with diilunulation^ and willing to 
indulge my meditations in folitude, I took leave juft 
as the lervant was bringing in a plate of beef, pur* 
fiaant to the diretftions of his miftrels. Adieu. 



5 



LETTER XV. 

F^itm the fa?uc. 

w 

TH£ better fort here pretend to the utmoit com- 
paflion for animals of every kind. To hear 
them fpeak^ a ftranger would be apt to imagine 
they could hardly hurt the gnat that ftnng them $ 

they feem fo tender and fo full of pity, ihat one 
would tnke them for the harnilel's friends of the 
iwhole creation* the protec^torsof the meaneit iniedt 
or reptile chat was priviledged with exiftence. And 
yet, would yon^ believe it, 1 have feen the very men 
who have thus'boaft^d of their tendernefs, at the 
fame time d'fevourivig the flefli of fix different ani- 
mals tolled up in a fricafee. Strange contrariety of 
condu(5i ; they pity, and they eat the objet^ts of their 
compaffion. The lion roars with terrpr over its 
captive ^ the tyger fends forth its hideous ihrlek to 
jntimidate its prey no creature ihews any. food- f 
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I nefs for its fiiort lived prifoner, except a inan and 
a cat. 

Man was born to live with innocence and fimpli- 
city, but he has deviated from nature ; he was born 
to (hare the bounties of heaven^ but he has mono^ 
polized them ; be was born to govern the brute 
creation, but he is become their tyrant. If an epi- 
cure now flioulJ happen to iurfeit on his laft:night''8 
fealt, twenty animals the next day are to undergo 
the moit exijuifite tortures^ ia order to provoke his 
appetite to another guilty iheal. Hail^ O ye fim* 
pie, honeft bramins of the eafl: ! ye inofl-eufivd 
friends of all that were born to happinefs as weM 
as you I You never fought a fliort lived pleafure 
from the miferies of other creatures — you never 
lludied the tornientinff arts of ingenious refinement 
— ^jrou never furfcited upon a guilty xneah Hovr 
much more purified and refined are all your (enia- 
tions than ours ! You diiUnguilh every element 
witli the utnioft- precifion : a ftream* untaxed be- 
fore is new luxury, a change of air is a new ban- 
quet^ too refined for weileru imaginations to cou- 
cei ve, 

Tliough the Europeans do not hold the tranfmi- 
gration of ibuls, yet one of their dodtors has, ' with 
great force of argument, and great planiibility of 

realbning, endeavoured to prove, that the bodies 
of animals are the habiiations of daemons and wick- 
ed (pirits, wliich are obliged to refide in thefe pri- 
fbns^ till the refurre<5lion pronounces their everlad- 
ing puniHiment ; but are previoufly condemned to 
fuffer all the pains and hardfhips infiidied upon them 
by man, or by each other here. If this be the cafe^ 
it may frequently liajipen, that while \fe whip pigs 
to death, or boil live lobilers, we are putting fome 
old acquaintance, fome near relation, to excruciate 
ing tortures, and are ferving him up to the very 
fame table where he was once the moft welcome 
<»ompauion. * 
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Kabul^ fays the Zendavcfta, was born on the 
itifliy banks of the river Mawra : his pofleilions 
Yrere great^ and his luxuries kept pace with tlie 
afflucince of his fortune ; he hated the faarmleis 
bramins, and deipifed their holy religion ; every 
day his table was decked out with the flefli of an. 
hundred different animals, and his cooks had an 
hundred differeot ways of dreiling it to iblicit eveu 
iatiety. 

^' Notwithi^anding all his eatings he did not ar- 
rive at old age ; he died of a lurfeit^ caufed by in- 
temperaHce : upon this, his foul was carried oflE^ 
in order to take its trral before a feled: allenibly of 
the fouls of thofe animals which his gluttony had 
caufed to be ilain^ and who were now appointed 
his judges. 

He trembled before a tribunal^ to every mem-, 
ber of which he had formerly a<!ied as an unmer-' 

ciful tyrant ; he fought for pity, but found none 
difpofed to grant it. Does he not remember, cries 
the angry boaf^ to what agonies I \yasput, not to 
fatisfy his hunger, but his vanity i I was iirit hunt- 
ed to death, and my fleih fcarce thought worthy of 
coming once to his table. Were my advice follow- 
ed, he fliould do penance in the fiiape of an hog, 
which in life he moft refembled. 

^* 1 am rather, cries a fheep upon the bench, for 
having him fufier under the appearance of a lamb ; 
we may then fend him through four or five tranfmi* 
grations in the (pace of a month. ^ Were my voice 
of any weight in the aflenibly, cries a calf, he fhould 
♦ rather afilulie fuch a form as mine ; I was bled eve- 
ry day, in order to make my flefh white, and at 
laft killed without mercy. Would it not be wifer, 
cries a hen » to cram him in the fhape of a fowl^^ 
and then fmother him in his own blood as I was 
fervrf ? The majority of the aflembly were pleafed 
with this punifiiment, and were going to condemn 

him withpui fmiher delay, when the ox rofe xip 
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give his opinion. I aai informed, fays this cotinfel- 
Jor^ that the piifbner at the bar has left a wife-wkh 
child behind him. By my knowledge in divination, 

I forefee that this child will be a fon, decrepid, fee- 
ble, fickly, a plague to himfelf and all about hiin. 
What lay you then, my companions, if we condemn 
the father to animate the body of his own fbn ; and 
by this means make him feel in himfeif thofe mife« 
ries his intemperance muft otherwife have entailed 
upon his poilerity ? The whole court applauded 
the ingenuity of his torture ; they thanked him for 
his advice. Kabul was driven once more to reviiit 
the earth ; and his foul, in the body of his own 
fan, pafled ^ period of thirty years^ losided with 
xnifery, anxiety^ and difeaie/' 



LETTER XVI. 

From ihi fa?ne. • 

« 

I KNOW not whether I am more obliged to the 
Chinefe miffionaries for the inftrudtion I have 
received from them, or prejudiced by the falfehoods 
they have made me bel lieve. By them I was told 
that the Pope was univerfally allowed to be a man, 
and placed at the head of the church ; in England, 
however, they plainly prove him to be an whore in 
man's cloaths, and often burn him in ef&gy as an 
impoftor. A tlionfand books have been written on 
either fide of the qneftion ; priefts are eternally dif^ 
puting againft each other, and thofe mouths that 
^vant argument are filled with abufe. Which party 
mud I believe, or ihall I give credit to neither i 
When I furvey the abfordities and falfehoods with 
which the books of the Europeans are fiUed^ I Aank 
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heaven for having been born in China, and thac I 
have fagacicy enough to deted: impoiture. 

The Kuropeans reproach us with falfe hiftory 
and fabulous chronology ; how fhould they bloih to 
lee their own books, many of which are written by 
the doAors of their religion, filled witjii the molt 
monltrous fables, and atteiled with the utmofi: fo- 
lemnity. The bounds of a letter do not permit me 
to mention all the abfordities of this kind, winch in 
my reading 1 have met with. 1 fliall confine myielf 
to the accounts which (bme of their lettered men 
give of the perfons of fomeof the iniiabitantson our 
globe. And not fatisfied with the moil Iblemn af- 
iervations, they fomctimes pretend to have becii 
eve-^^ itneflcs of what tliey defcribe. 

A Ciniftian do&or, in one of his principal per- 
formances,* fays, that it was not impoffible for fi 
whole nation to have but one eye in the middle of 
the forehead. He is not fatisfied with leaving it in 
doubt ; but in another workf afllires us, that the 
fa<5t was certain, and that he hlmfelf was an eye- 
witneis of it. When (fays he) I took a journey 
into Ethiopia, in company with ievenl other fer* 
vants of Cbriil, in order to preach the gofpel there^ 
1 beheld in the fouthern provinces of that country, 
a nation which had only one eye in the niidft of their 
foreheads, '"^ . 

You will, no doubt, be forpriied, Reverend Fum, 
vrith this author's effrontery ; but, alas ! he is not a* 
lone in this ftory ; lie has only borrowed it from 
feveral others who wrote before him. Solinus 
creates another nation of Cyclops, the ArimafpiansL 
who inhabit thofe countries that border on the Cau 
plan fea. This aurhor gpes on to t^U us of a people 
of India^ who have but one leg and one eye, and 
yet are extremely aAive^ tun with g^eat^wiftnefiti 

* jtugujlhty dfi Ch'tiy Dej, lib. xvi. ^. 422f 



Digitized by Google 



and live by hnmin g. T h efe people we (carce knotr 
how to pity or admire ; but: cfae men whom PUny ' 
calls Cynamold, who have got the heads of dogs, 
really deferve our compaffioii. Inilead of language 
they exprefs their fentinients by barking. So]inus 
confinns \>hat Pliny mentions ; and Simon Mayole, 
a French bilhop^ ^talks of them as of pai ticular and 
familiar acquauitances, After paffing the deferts 
of Egypt, (iays he,) we meet with the Kunokepha- ' 
loi, who inhabit thofe regions that border on Ethi- 
G])ia ; they live by hunting ; they cannot fpeak, but. 
vhiftle ; their chins relemble a ferpent's head ; 
their bands are armed with long iliarp claws ; their 
hreaft refembles that of a grey hound ;'land they excel 
in fwiftnefs and agility/' Would you think it^ my 
•friend^ that thefe odd kind of people are, notwith* > 
ftanding their figure, exceflively delicate : not even 
) an alderman's wife, or Chinefe mandarine, can excel 
^ them in this particular. Thefe people, (continues 
our faithful bifiiop,) never refufe wine , love^roaft and 
boiled meat ; they are particularly curious in having 
their meat well drefied, and fpurn at it if in tlie leaft 
tainted. When the Ptolemies reigned in Egypt, ( fays 
he a little further on) thofe men with dogs heads 
taught Grammar and Mufic.*' For men who had no 
-voicts, to teach mufic^ and who could not ipeak, to 
teach grammar, is, I confefs, a little eittfaordinary. 
Did ever the difciples of Fohi bx^ach any thuig more 
ridiculous ? N - 

Hitherto we have feen men with heads ftrangely 
deformed, and with dog's heads ; but what would 
you fay, ii you heard of men without any heads at 
all. i^omponius Mela^ Solinus^ and Aulus Gellios^ 
delcribe them to our hand : -The Blemiae jaave a 
' nofe, eyes, and mouth on their breafts ; or, as o* 
thers will have it, placed on their fhoulders.'* 

One would think that thefe authors had an anti- 
pathy to the human form^ and were refolved to 

make a new figure gf their qwii i but let us dm them 
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juftice ; though they fbmetimes deprive us of a 
leg, an -ann, an head, or Ibme fuch iriiling part of 
the body, they often as liberally bettow u])on us 
fbinething that \^ c wanted before. Simon INlayole 
fecms our particular friend in tliis refi>e<rt : if he has 
denied heads to one part of mankind, he has given 
tails to another. He defcribfs many of the Englifli 
of his tiine^ which is not more than an hundred 
years ago, as havinj^ tails. His own words are ad 
follow : ^' In Enrrland there are fome families which 
have tails, as a puniihment for deriding an Augiiftin 
Friar fent by. St. Gregory, and ^o {>reached in 
Dortetfbire. They fewed the tdils of different ani« 
mals to his cloaths ; but foon they found thofe tails 
entailed on them and their polterity for ever.** It 
is certain, the author had fome ground- for this de- 
Icription i many of the KnglUii wear tails to their 
^igs to this very day, as a mark> I fuppofe, of the 
antiquity of their families, and perhaps as a iymbol 
of thofe tails with which they were formerly diftin* 
guiflied by nature. " ' ' * * 

■ You lee, my friend, there is nothing Co ridiculous 
that has not at ibme time been faid by fome philofo- 
pher. The writers of books in Europe feem to think 
thenifelves ahthoriied to lay what they jdeafe, land 
an ingenious philofopher* among them has openly 
averted, that he would undertake to perfuade the 
whole republic of readers, to believe that the fun 
"Was neither the caule of light nor heat, if he could 
only gee fix philofophers on his iide. Farewell. 



\ 



Digitized by 



Letter xvii. 

From the fame* 

WERE Afiatic politician to read the treaties of 
peace and friendlliip that have been annually 

* inakingfor more tkan an hundred years among tli# 
inhabitants of Europe^ he would prpbably be fur* 
prifed how it ihouid- ever happen that Cfariftian 
princes could quarrel among each other. Their 
compacts for peace arc drawnlap with the iitnioil 
precifion, and ratified with the grcatcft folemnity ) 
to thefe each party promifes a liiicere and inviolable 
obedience, and all wears the appearance of open 
friendihip and nnreferved reconciliation. 

Yet noCwithftandjng thofe treaties^ the people of 
Europe are almoft continually at w ar. There is no- 
thing more cafy than to break a treaty^ ratified in 
all the ufual forms, and yet neither party be the ag«» 
greffor. One lide^ for inftaacej breaks jt trifling ar- 

* tide hy jiiiftak# % the oppofite party upon this mak^i 
a fmall but premeditated repriial ; this brings on a 
return of greater from the other ; both fides com* 
plain of injuries and infradions ; war is declared ; 
they beat, are beaten ; fome tw o or three hundred 
thoufand men are killed j they grow tired ^ leave off 

where they began ; and fo lit coolly down ta 
jnak^ new treati.es.. 

The Engliih and French feem to place themfelves 
fcremofl among the ^lainpion ftates of Europe. 
Though parted by a narrow fea, yet are they en- 
tirely of oppofite charadters ; ajid from their -vici- 
nity^ are taught to fear and admire each other« 
They arc at prelent engaged in a very deftruAive 
war, have already fpilled much blood, areexceffively 
irritated ; and all upon account of onefide's defiring 
to wear greater quantities of furs than the other. 
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The pretext of the war is about fome lands a thou- 
faiid leagues oft ; a country, cold, dcfolate and hide-^ 
ous ; a country belonging to a people who inhere in 
poiieffion for time immemorial. The favages of Ca* 
xiada claim a property In ^ the country in difpute ; 
they have all the pretelifiidns which long poflelfion 
can confer. Here they had reigned for ages without 
rivals in dominion, and knew no enemies but the 
prowling bear or infidious tyger; their native forefts 
produced all the necellaries of life^ and they found 
ample luxury in the enjoyment. In this manner 
they might have continued to live to eternity^ had 
not the Englifh been informed, thatthofe countries 
produced luis in great abundance. From that mo- 
^nenr the country became an object of dcfirci it was 
found that furs were things very much wanted hi En-* 
^landj the ladies edged fome of their btoathswith' 
turs^ and mu£&were worn both by gentlemen and la* 
' dies. Infhortjfurswerefoundindifpcnfablyneceflary 
for the happinelsof the ftate 5 and the king was con- 
fequenily petitioned to grant, not only the country, . 
of Canada, but all the^favages belonging to it^ to the' 
fobjects of England* in order to have the people 
fapplied with proper quantities of this neceflary 
commodity. 

So very reafonable a requefl: was immediately 
complied with, and large colonies were fent abroad 
to procure furs, and take poHelfion. The French^ 
who were equally in want of lurs, (for they areas . 
Ibnd of muffs and tippets as the Knglifli,) made the 
very fame requell to their monarch, and Ynet with 
the fame grncious reception from their king, who 
generoufly granted vhat was not bis to give. 
Wherever the French lauded, ihey called the coun- 
try their own ; and the Englifh took poflellion 
wherever they came, upon the fame equitable pre- ' 
tenfions. The harmleis (avages made no oppofiti- 
on ; and could the intruders hnve ngrecd toj^ether, 
they might peac^eably haveiharcd this dcfolate coun* 
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try between thenf. But they quarrelled about the 

boundaries of their fettlenieiits, about grounds and 
rivers, to which neither fide could fliow any other 
right than that of power^ and which n^Uher could 
occupy but by ufurpatioQ. Such is the conteft^ that 
no hoiieft man can heartily wiili fuccefs to either 
party. 

The war has continued for fonie time wiih vari- 
ous fuccefs. At firit the French feemed victorious ; 
but the Knglifh have of late difpoliefled them of the 
whole country in difpute. Think )iot, however^ 
that fucceis on one iide is^ the harbinger of peace : 
OA the contrary, both parties muft be heartily tired 
to afieA even a temporary reconciliation. It fhould 
leem the bufinefs of the victorious party to offer 
terms of peace ; but there are many in England, 
' ^ho^eucouraged by fucceis, are ftill for protr^c^pg ^ 
the war. 

The beft Englifli politicians, however, ar« fenfi^ 
ble, that to keep their prefent conquefts wonki ra- 
ther be a burden than an advantage to them, rather a 
diminution of their itrength than an increafe of 
power« It is in the politic as in the human confti- 
tuiion ; if the limbs grow too large for the body, 
their iize, in dead ot improving, will diminiih the 

- vigour of the whole* The colonies flionld always 
bear exacl proportion to the mother country ; when 
they grow populous, they grow powerful, and by 
becoming powerful, they become hidependent alfo. 
Thus iubordination is deilroyed, and a country 
f wallowed up in the extent of its own dominions. Tiie 
Turkifh empire wonld be more formidable, were it 
lefs exteufive: were it not for thofe countries, which 
it can neither command nor give entirely away, 
which it is obliged to protecfi, buc from which it has 
no power to extJ*a(fl obedience. 

Yet» obvious as thefe truths are, there are many 

' Engliihmen who are for tranfplanting new colonies 
into this late acquifitiou, for peopling the defer ts of 
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America mth the refufe of their ccntntrytildn, and 

(as they cxprefs it) with the waftc of an, exuberant 
iiaiion. But who are thofe iinliappy creature^ w ho 
are to be thus drained away I Not the fickly, for 
(hey are unwelcome guefts abroad as well as at 
home ; nor the idle^ for theywould ilarve as well 
hehind.the Appalacfakin jnoimtains^ as in the ftreets 
^f London. Tius'refufe ia composed of the Jabori* 
4)U3 and enterprifing, of fuch men as can be fertioe* 
able to their country at home^ of men who ought 
to be regarded as the fliiews of the people, and 
^heriilied with everjr degree of pohtical indulgence. 
And what are the jCfUDamoditlss which this colony^ 
Sfi^heo eitablifiied^atre t'oproducem return i^ Why, 
raw filk, hemp and lobacco. England, tfaei'efore^ 
niuft make an etcchange of her belt and braveft fub- 
jetfts for raw lilk, hemp and tobacco : her hardy 
veterans and honefl: tradefnien muft be trucked for 
a box of fnnff or a ^&lk petticoau Strange abfiirdi- 
ty ! Sure the politics of the Daures are not more 
ftraQge^ who*iell'tbeir. religion, thdr wives and their 
liberty far' a glafs-head^ or.a jianltry penknife. 
Farewell. . : — 

. L E T '.T E R XVIII. 
* . from the fofne. . ' , . 

» • ' * . ■ • * 

fl.^HE Englifh love their wives with much paffion, 
,X the Hollanders. with much prudeiice/ The 
pnglifli when they give their hands, frequently pive 
their hearts; the Dutch give the hand, but keep 
Vie heart wifely in their own pofleffiom The En- 
glillilove >vith violence, and expecfl violent love in 
return; the Dutch are fatisfied with theflightelt 
acknowledgments, for they give little away. The 
Engbfh expend many qf tfee ifialaSmdnial comforts 
m the firft year j the Dutch frugally hufband out 

F 
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then- pleafures, and are always conftant, becaufe 
•they are always indifFerent, / * » » 

Therefeemsvery Uule4liff!dreiiceb0twean a Dntcb 
bridej^room and a Dtitch iiuftancl. Both are eqtidlly 
poflcmd 'ofthe <ame cool, unexpediing fertility ; 
they can (ee neither Klyfium nor Paradife behind 

• rhe curtain ; and TiJ^ow is not more a goddefs on 
the wedding nighty tiian after twenty years niatri>> 
monial acquaintaace. ' On tfa# other hand^' many 
.-of the iiliigliih niarry, in order to have one happy 
iKidkiith in their lives ; they feem incapable of lodk^ 
ing ^beyond that period { they nnite in hopeff of 
hndlng rapture, and, disappointed in that, difdain 
ever to accept of happinei's. From hence ^\e fe6 
.open hatred enfue ; or^ whatis worie^ concealed 
-diiguft under the appearance of fuKome endear* 
ment. Much formality, great civility/ and ftudie4 
'^inplintents are exhibited hipoUic i croft looks^j 
iillky filence, or open recrimination, fill op tbek 
Lours of private entertainment. ' 

• Hence i am tauglic, whenever I fee a new mar- 
yicd couple more ^than ordinary fo^^d before faces^ 
to coufider them as attempting to imppfe apoki the 
company or th^mlelves, either hating each other - 
hciartUy, or confuniing that ftpck of love i}) tlxe.be- 
ginning of their courfe, which fhonld ferve them 
through their whole journey. Neither (ide fliould 
expecft thol'e inftancesof kindnefs, which are incon- 
iiilent with true freedom or happinels to bcltow. 
Love, when founded in the heart, will /liew itfelf 
in a tboqikid nnprem^ditaccd lallxes .of fondnefii $ 
but every cool, dejiberate exhibition <of the paflion^ 
only argues little under (landing or great inlincerity, 

Choang was the fondeft hulband, and Hanfi the 
mod endearing wife in all the kingdom of Corea : 
they were a pattern of conjugal blils the inhabit 
tants of £^e country aronnd law,, and enviedabeir- 
felicity ; wherever Choang came, Hanfi M'as fere 
to. follow f and in all the pleafurcs of Hanfii -Cbo^ 
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. atlg was 'aclmlttecl a partner. ' They walked liaii^I' 
in baud wherever tliey appeared, lliewijjg every 
iiiark of mutual fatisfa<rtioii, embracing, killing 
their mouths were tbrever joined^ and^ to fpeak the 
language of anatomy^ it was with them one pcrpc\ 
tual anaftomaiis. 

Their love was fo great, that it was thought no- 
thing could interrupt their mutual peace ; when an 
accident happened, which, in fonie meai'ure, dimi- 
liiih^thehu{l:>and*s aflbraiice of his wife's fidelity ; 
for love €0 refined as his^ was f ubjeiA to a thoufaud 
little difquletudes. • 
y Happening to go one dayaloncamong the tembs* 
that lay at Ihine clilbance tVom his honle, he there 
perceived a lady drelled in the dcepell moumir.g, 
(being cloachedall over in white,) tanning the wer 
day that was raffed over one of the graves with a 
lafge fan which ihe held in' her hand ; Choang, 
who had early been taught wifdoni in the fehool of 
* tao, was unable to affign a caufe for her prefent 
employment ; and coming up, civilly demanded 
the reafbn. Alas ! replied the lady, her eyes bathed 
in tears, how is it poffible to furvive thf lofs of my 
hofband, who lies buried in this grave ? he was the 
btfft of men^ the tendereft of hulbands $ with his dy- 
ing bi^ath, he bid me never marry again, lill the 
earth over his grave (houkl be dry i and here you ' 
fee me lleadily refolving to obey his will, and en- 
deavouring to dry it wirh my fan, 1 have employeu* 
two whole days in fuUilling his eommands| and am ' 
determined not to marry till they are punctually 
obeyed, even though his grave ibould take up four 
days in dryiug. 

Choang, who was ftruck with the widow's beau- 
ty, could not, however, avoid fmiling at hei halle 
to be married ; but, concealing the caufe of hia 
mirth, civilly invited her ^home, adding, that he 
had a wife Who might be capable of giving her feme 
cdniblation. ' Asfbonas heatid his gneit were re- 
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had ieen, and ooold not avoid exprefling his unea- 
finefs, that fuch might be his own cafe, if his dear eft 
whc ihoulcl one day iiappeii to furvive him. 

It is impoffible to delcribe Hanfi's refeiUmeiit at 
JTo unkind a fuipicion. As her paiiioa for bini, was 
not only great, but extreinely delicate^ flie employ* 
ed tears^ anger^ fix^wns, apd e^cclainatbns; to chide * 
his fafpicioDH ; the widow h^felf was inveighed > 
againll ; and Hanli declared flie was rcfolved never. 
:o deep niulci; the fame root' with a wretch, who, 
iike lier^ could be guilty of fuch bare-faced incon-, 
iiancy/ The night was cold and ftorniy ; howevei*^ 
the ftranger was obliged to feek another lodging, 
for Choang was not diipolibd to ve&li, -^and Hsmfi 
wonld have her way* .. 

The widow had Icarce been gone an hour, when 
an old difciple of Choang's, whom he had not fcen 
for many years, came to pay him a vilit. He wa? 
received with the utmoft, cerempny, placed' in th^i 
moft I^Qonrahle feat at fupperj^ud iffi^ yvb^ began^ 
to circulate with great ft^dom^ Cho^g sii^ M%V& 
exhibited open marks of mutual tenderne& and: un- 
feigned reconciliation : nothing could equal their 
apparent happinefs : fo fond an huiband, fo obedi- 
eut a wife, few could behold without regretting 
their own infelicity i when lo 1 their happinefs was* 
at once difturbed by a moft fat^l accident. Choang; 
fell lifelefs in 1^1^ apopleAic fit upon the floor* £ve-^« 
. ry method was iifcd, but in vain, for his recovery, 
lianfi was, at firii, inconfolable for his death : after 
fome hours, however, fhe found fpirits to read his 
lalt will. The enfuing day, fhe began to moralize 
and talk wifdoni s the next d^y ihe was able to 
comfort the young diftiple ; and, on the third, to - 
ihorten a long Aory, they both agreed ta be mar- 
ricd. 

There was now no longer mourning in the apart- 
zu^iUs i the body of Choang was dqw tbruit into aa 
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eM cafRuf and placed in one of the meaneft s^om^^ 
there to lie iiiiattciided, until the time preicribed by 
the law for his interment. In the mean time, Hanli ^ 
and the young difciple were an ayed in the molt 
fiiagniiicent babits^ tbe bride wore in lier nofc a 
jew€l of immenfe price^ and her lover was drefied 
in all the finery of hia former maKer, together with 
a pair of artificial whiikers that reached down to his 
toes. The hour of their nuptials was arrived ; the 
whole family f^Mnpathizcd with their approaching 
happinefs ; the apartmeuis. were brightened up 
"with lights that di^ufed tite moft exquiute perfume^ 
and a Inftre nioi*e bright than noon day. * The lady 
expe<3:ed her youthful lover in an inner apartment 
with impatience ; when his fervant, approaching 
with terror in his countenance, informed her, that 
his mailer was fallen into a lit, which would cer- 
tainly be moit^l, nnlefs the heart of a man lately 
dead could be obtained^ and applied to his breafl:« 
Sfaeicarce waited to ;hear*tfae end of bis ftory, 
when, tucking up her cloattis, Ihe ran with a mat- 
tock in her hand to the coffin where Choang lay, 
refolvijig to apply the heart of her dead hufband as 
a cure ^r the living : ibe^ therefore, ilruck tlie lid 
with the ntoyoit violence^" In a few blows the cof- 
fin flew open> whep the body, which, to all appear* 
anee had been dead, :began to move. Terrified at 
the fight. Hand dropped the mattock, and Choang, 
walked out, afionifhed at his own fiiuation, his 
wife's uuufual magnificence, and h«r more amazing 
fatprfee. He wem among the apartments, nuable 
16 cdn^ive the canfisi of lb. much (pleodciur. He» . 
was not long in fufpence . before hia domeftics in^/ 
formed him of every tranfaclion .fince he firft be-' 
came infenfible. He could fcarce believe what tlicy 
told lum>.and went in purfuit of Hanf\ herfelfj in 
order, to receive more certain infiormatiol}, or to re<- 
pirpac)& her .iofiddityr ^us ihe prevented his re- 
proaches : he fowid her weltering in Uood i for. She, 
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had ftabbed lierfelf to the lienvr, l>r?ng- «nabk to 
furvive her fhame and difappoinrment, 

Choang, being a ]>hilolopher, vas too wiCc to 
make any loud himentations ; he thought it beft t6 
bear his loft with fereniry ; fo, mending np the old 
coiiin where he had lain himfelf, he placed his faith- 
Ie(s fpotiie in his room ; and. unwilling that fo many 
jmptial preparations fhonld be expended in vain, 
3ie^ the lame nighty married the widow with the 
large fan. • ' • 

As they were both r^pprifed of the foibles of each 
other before hand^ they knew how to excule them 
after marriage. They liyed together "for many 
years in great tranquillity ; and not expecting rap- 
ture^ made a fliift to find contentment. Farewell. 
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* 

LETTER- KIX. 

- frcr/: ths fame. • * 

THE gentleman drefled in black, who was my . 
companion through Weftminfter-Abbey', came 
yefterday to pay me a vifit ; and after drinking tea, 
we both refolved to taflte -a walk together, in «ixler * 
to enjoy the frefhnefs of the conntry, which now* 
begins to refume its verdure. Before we got out of 
the fuburbs, however, we were Itopped in one of 
the ftreet^by a crowd of peopTe,gathered in a circle: 
itmnd-a man and fata wife, who feemed too loud 
and too angry to be tmderftood. 'The people were 
highly pkafed with the difpute ; which, upon in-- 
quiry, we found to be between Dr. Cacafo^o an 
apothecary, and his wife. The docftor, it leems,^' 
coming unexpertedly into the wife*s apartii^^enty^ 
found a gentleniaii there 'in ctvc^mftancefr *iiot- hi 
the leaft e^t-vocal. ' ' • * i ' -^'-t* • • HI 



' The floctor/ \vho was a peiTon of nice honour; 
rcfolving to rcvei^'^e the flagrant infulc, immcdiate- 
Jy flew to the chimney-piece, ainl taking down ^ 
Imfty blunderbiifs, drev^ the trigger Upon the defilet*' 
of his bed : th6 delinquent w6Uld certainly havd 
* been fhot throngh the hekdy bnt that the piece had 
not been charged for many years. The gallant 
made a fliift to efcape through the w indow, but the 
lady ftill remained ; and as Hie well knew her 
hnlband's temper, undertook to maaaige the (jnrtrrd 
'Without a fecond. He was furious, and ihe loud 5 
their noife had gathei-ed dll.thcrniob^ who charita-^ 
My aflembTed' on the occcifioii^ tiot to prevent,- but 
to enjoy tlie quarrel. ' ' ' 

Alas ! Jahl I to my companion, what will become 
of this unhappy creature, thus caught in adultery i 
Believe me, I pity her from my heart i her hulband, 
1 fiippofe, win ftiew her no mercy. Will they 
burn her as ih lndia^ or bdiead her as* in* Perfia ; 
will they load her with ftripes as in Turkey, or 
keep her in perpetual imprifonnient, as v-irh us in 
China ? Prithee, wliat is the wife's puniflimou in 
England for fuch oft'ences. I When a lady is thus 
caught tapping, replied my companion, t'ley never' 
puniih her, but the hufband. You fui^ly jelt, in- 
terrupted 1 1 am a foreigner, and you'woiild abuie 
my ignorance ! I am really feriotis, returned he. 
Dr. Cacafogo has caught his wife in the aCt ; but , 
as he had no witnefies, his fmall teftimony ^oes for* 
nothing: the confequence therefore of this difco-* 
very will be, that mUf be |>acked off t^Cf live a- 
• imfnff hei" f elatidn's, atid tlie docfiof* muft be obliged 
to allow her a feparate maintenilncei Amazing ! 
cried I, is it not enous^n that fhe isperm'tted to live 
feparate from the ol)jecfl fhe deteits, but muft he 
give her money to keep her in fpirits too ? That be 
muit, fnys my guide,' and be csAled SL cacko/^ by all*, 
bis iifeighbofs iit the -bargain. 'The men wiU l^jiugh ' 
at tiim>itteltfdii»TOnipity .b4m4*'4iiKi aU that likC 
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yvari^eft frknds^can fay }iis favot^r^ will he, Tliat 
the poor good foal has never had any harm in him. 
J want patience, interriiptecl 1 ; what ! are there no 
private chalUfemcins for the wife ^ no fchools of 
penireuce to Ihew- jjea? heir rfolly no rods /or 
delinquents/ P'iha, uia9# replied he^finilin^, if evef 
ry dc^in^eat amoi^g us vfe^rc \o be treated in ywnf 
Kianoer^ one half of the kingdom would flog Uie or 
tber. • • - r 

• I mufl: confefs, niy clear Funi, tliat if I were an 
Engliih hufb^^ncl, ofall tilings I wonhl ta3<e care not 
to be. jealous, norbmijypry into thefe fccrets my 
wife wasplcaipd ^okeep jVoui me, Should 1 dete<% 
her infidelity, what is the confejguence i if I calmly 
pocket the abnre, I am langhed at by her and iier 
gallant ; if I talk my griefs alond like a tragedy « 
hero, 1 am laughed at by the wiiole world. The 
courfe then I'd take would be, wlienever I went out 
to tell my wife where 1 was going, left 1 ihould un-' 
expecltedly ineet her abroad, in company with fqine 
dear deceiver. Whenever I feturned l .would uftr 
a peouliar rap at the door, and g!ve'£our *Iond hems, 
as 1 walked deliberately up the U air- cafe. I would 
never inquifitively peep under her bed^ or look be- 
hind the curtains ; and-even though I knew the 
captain was there, 1 w ould calmly take ad|ihof my. 
-v^ife's cmI tea, and talk of the arnpy wiihreverefice^ 

Of all UBfi^na^ the Rufiiana fpem to'm« to beliave 
moft wifely in fuch circumllances. The wife pro- 
niifesher huiband never to let him fee her tranfgrefc. 
iions of this nature ; and he as pun<^iually promifca^ 
wh^evenihe isib dete<fled> without the leaft anger^ 
ta beaplier without mefcy-: £6 they both know what 
eaoh ha9tdexpe<9: ; theiady franigrei^, is beaten^ 
taken again into favour, and all goes on as before. 

When a Ruffian young lady, therefore, is to be 
iriarried, her father, with a cudgel in his hand, aflcs 
the bridegroom, whether lanephttC^tlns vir^ifor hia: 
hdde i ts> whicJt ibp i^rk^]^ m llMl m^xa^iife^ 
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Vfm iJm tbe ftuhar^ : turoipg tb« lady : ibr'e^ tifa»$^ 
rmmdf and giving her thr99 itrakes Mt}di.bi9i;u(]gel' 
on her back, My dear, (cries be^) tlicfe are tiie 
laft blows you are ever to receive froih your tender 
father; I refign my authoiity and my cudgel to youf- 
huibaud ; be iiiMiws better tbau me ibe ufe of either 
The bridegroom knows decorums too well to accept 
of the cudgel ak uptly ; he afliues the father> that* 
tUelady.'ViU.ittvfir want it, and^that lie Sviyold iiq£ 
for the world make-, any ufe of it. But thc vfatlier, 
\vho knows what the lady may want better than hep 
inlilts upon his acceptance. Upon this there follovvs; 
aicene ofHuifian politenefs^ Vvhile one refufe^ atifl' 
dbeoiber offers the cudgel*. . The whole^.lurajever^ 
enda with the brid^room'a takfng it i upcm whictt% 
the lady drops a ooui tefy in token of •abQdieui:e^ andc 
the ceremony proceeds as ufual. • • • 'i 
There is fomething excelfively fair and open iu: 
this method of counilup* By this both fides are> 
prepared for all the mai^-imouiaJlad>fxuures th^t arei 
%o follow. Marriage ha9 beeO M^pared to:^ gaiim> 
of ikUl for life i k^^sp^^cmitimkin both parti^a> 
to declnre thisy are; fbairpei-s i}v tbe.begintiihg; Iiir 
England, 1 am told, both fides ufe every art to con" I 
ceal their defetfts from each other before marriage;.- 
and the reft of their lives may be regarded as doing, 
peaancc fine their Xbrioar diifiWulatiou. fareweU* : 



.LETTER XX. 
^ From thcjarnej, 



. • • • . 'J 

THExjepublic of l^er$ h a very coimnun expreC-^ 
fion among the Europeans;, and yet, wheixr 
applied to the learned of Europe, is the moft abfurd 
th^t .can be iuiagiii^^^ iiiice iioihin^ is mpre unlike ^ 
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republic thi^n tfieibcbty which god tliatnami}/ 
Krftm this'eorpreffidn, one Would be apt to imagine,; 
that the Iearn€(d were united-iBto a .fingle body,* 
jmning their dnrerefts, and concurring in the fame 
delign, From this one nnght be apt to compare 
them to our liieiary Ibcieties in China^ where each 
acknowledcres a jull fubordinatioft, and^all coutri-' 
bote to btuid the reaiple offcie.nce, without attenipD*' 
rug frota ignorance or envy .to ohftriua each other* ' 
. . But very di€erent is the ftate of learning here ; ' 
erery member of this fancied republic is defirous of 
ffoveming, and none willing to obey ; each looks 
dpon his fellow as a rival, ]jot an alliftant in the; 
fame purfuit. They calumniate, they injure, they; 
defpife, they ridicule each other: If one manwrites- 
ai book that plea&s, others ihall write books, to ibeWi 
that he might have given ftill greater pleafure, or. 
iboiild not have ple^ied. If one happens to hit up- 
CBT fortieth in g new, there are numbers ready^to af- 
fure the public that all this was no novelty to them 
or the learned ; ithat Cardanus or Brunus, or foaoai 
other author, too doll 4:^ be generally read, had an-» 
ticipated the,difccrvery. Thus, inftead. of uniting r 
like the members o£ a^ootinmonwealth, they are di« 
vided;into ahttoft as many fa<Sions as there are men ; 
and their jarii;g conllitution, inftead of being lliled 
a republic of letters, feould be entitled an anarchy, 
of literature. 

*lt IS true there are Ibme of fuperior abilities^ who 
reverence and efteem each other j but their mutual 
admiration is not fufficient to ihield off the contempt 
of the crowd. The wife are but few, and they 
praife with a feeble voice ; the vulgar are many, 
and roar in reproaches.. The truly great feldom 
unite in focietics, have few meetings, no cabals j the 
dunces hunt in full cry, till they have run down a 
repntation/^nd tfaenfnarl and fight with each oitber 
about dividing the fpoll. Here you may fee the comr 
pilers^ and the book anfwereiis of every month, 

r 

* 
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when they have cut np fome refpec*table name^ rnoft 
•frequently reproaching each qther ^ith ftupicliiy 
and dulnels i refeinbliiig the Wolves, pf the Riiiliah 
SsreBt, ^ko prey upon vemfon or herb flefli when 
they ca»jget it ; but in c&fes of neceifity^ lying iil 
•wait to devour dach other.' While' they have ncW 
•books to cut up, they make a hearty nieal ; but if this 
recourfe fliould unhappily fail, then it is that critics 
eac up critics^ and compilers rob from compilations'. 

Confbeiofl obferves^ ttiat it i^ the doty .of the 
learned toui)itB}fociety ntoore clofely^and taperlhad e 4 
men tGcbeoome dtke^s^of the* world j buu th^ ad^ f 
thors I refer to,are liot only for Sifuiiiting fociety ,ibui 
kingdoms alfo ; if the Engllfh are at war wii h France^ 
the dunces of France think it their duty to be 
at war with thofeof England. Ihus Freion^ on« 
of their firit-rate fcribblers^ thinks proper tOcharac- 
texiie all the Englifli writo>9in*tbe grofi.' * Tbeiv 

whole merit, (fays he,) confifts in* exaggei^ation^ 
V and often in extravagance; correcft their pieces 
*f as you pleafe, there Itill remains a leaven ^^hich 

corrrffts the wholci They fometimes difcover 
'^genius, but not the fmalleil ihare.of lafte ; i£iU 

gland is'noc a foil for the plants of gehius^to 

thrive im'' - Tfaift*js open enough, with liortfad 
]ea% adulation in the piSfture.' But fieai* what d 
Frenchman of acknowledged abilities fays tipon the 
fame f ubjecft : I am at a lofs to determine in A\hat 

we excel the Engliih, or wkere they excel us 1 

when 1 compare the iherits of 'both* in-iany- one 
IMjpecied of Jiterary ioeitfpoiition^io naenyi reputable 
^.f aud plealing writefB- prefeitt .thettiiiolres/:frDm 
^< either countijy, that my judgment? refts in. fuft 

pence : 1 am pleafed with the difquifition, w ith- 

out finding the objert of my enquiry.'* But left 
you ihoqld think the French alone are faulty in Ms 
refpe4t> hj|{ar how M EngliCb journalilV delivers iiis 
' fet^timents of them* ; We aie aqiais^, (fays he;) 

to find to many works traiillated from the Frmch; 
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whBe'We.have Ibeli munbers negle(5lecl of oiir 
^/.iawn. ; Iii onr-^ opitfion, nbfwithitasMiiag: tbdlf 
/^..faiiie ibroughMt dieijrelt of tSnrope^ «be' Fnttidi 
f*^ are die'molt cfontemptibie.re^foners' (^a^had ak- 
mofl: faid writers) that can be finiagiued. How^ 
ever, nevcrthelefs, excepting,". &Ci Another 
iiuglilli writer, Shaitibary, i£ i remember, ou' the 
contrary, fays, tfaae the Fr^ncdiaiutfaars are pleaA 
•'^.ing and jiidtctads> more deata^ jmor^.tiiethodKid 
(^'and eotertaiiiing thitnrtltore oir iih«owii cmmDiiy/' 
^ From thofe oppolite pielures, yi«i> p e tccl g B that 
the good authors oF either »coiuitry praife,dand the 
bad revile each other -; and yet, perhaps, you'll he 
fBfpuTed that imUfteretttiWriiecs.ihouLd thuaiie^iite 
liibit ape tdxenfnre, . as they bfcve the ]iiafr>to!appiae«» 
hf0^ fvom teetifninatioti. ; y6u snay, pei2hap8^*.nnaN 
gine, that fticb are ^ofll^fled of fame themMvda^ 
fliaold be aioft ready to declare their opinions, fincc 
yfhat they fay might pals for decifion. But the truth 
b^ippens, to he,, tkac the great are felicitous only of 
raiflng tlieir own reputations, while the icq)i)olit(^ 
cla4fl, alaftvi arefblicicoub of brin^ag enery xepma'i 
lioii dowu to a leVSel with chesnom; ^'[^ 
( ;Buf let us acqait rhemtif itialior and' envy ; a 
critic is often guided by the fame motives that direc^t 
his author. The author endeavours to perlbade us, 
that he has written agood book; the criticis equally 
|blicitcMaS/to Aiew that he could writrbetter, had lie 
^imi^r -proper* : A critic,i6 a- Wing pofle^d of 
tfii^. vanity but iKit the aenim df n> (bho^ar i itKa]»a<« 
bIe, fronr bis native weaknefs^ef lifting him Alfirodt 
the ground, he applies to contiguous merit for fup- 
t)ort,. makes the fportive faliies of another's imagin- 
ation his ierious employment, pretendir to^take our 
^lin^ undc^r h|B care, teaches where to condenm^* 
^bere to lay the empfaiafis d -prnfe, and may witU 
a^imneh joftice' be <!dlled a man' bf tafte, as the ChU 

j^efe who^ieafures his wifdom by the length of his 
nftilit * • r ' • • • * r - « y 
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N If^-thieD^ a boi^k^ fpirite^.orhumweuS; happens 
to appear in the republic of letters^ feyeral ci irics 

^re ill waitiDg to bid the public not ^ laugh iit a 
lingl^ line of ic i for themfelves had read It, and they 
kiiow what is molt proper to cxcUe laughter. . Other 
critics contradidl, ^b(9 iulminations of this tribunal ; 
•jcaU all jl|^i4ers^ aiKl aHitre th^.pubUc^ tj^atihey 
pught to Jaugh without reftramt. Anoiher fetare 
in.thjB ii^fai) lime quietly employed in writing notes 
to tiie book, imeiided to fliew the particular paf- 
fages to be laughed at ; when thefe are out, others 
ih^e are yyiiq write notes upQQ i\oW. 1 hus a 
'iing;le ae>w l><^ ^t^pl^ys not on]y the paper*niak^'S> 
the printers^ die prefs-men^ th^* book-binders^ the* 
Aiawker^, bu; t wenty^ crjticfi^ au^ as many compilers. 
in fliort, the body of the learned may be com])ared 
to a Peiiian army, where theVe are many pioneers, 
feveral fudeis, niiniberlefs fervants, women and 
children ia ab^iudauce^ and but few foldiers. Adicii« 
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To the fame, .. > : 

THE JEngllfli are as fond of feeing plays ndcd a$ 
the Chinefc ; but there is vait difrerence iu tlie 
manner of conducting them. We play our pieces 
in the open air^^ the Englifli theirs undev co\ci* w^e 
rtiitby day-ligjity ths)^ by rheb]axei0rtoi:ch^.. '*Onf: 
•of our plays centinmes eight or ten daysfuccefiively 5 
an EtiCtlilii piece (elflom ukes up: above four hours 
in the reprelentation, : 

My companion in black, with Whom I am.now 
beginning to contrail an intimacy, hitroduced me 
9!Xwm^jS» ^0 tOithe play-houfei «here wei ])1aced 

G 
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ourrelves cimveiileDtly sit\he foot'of tiie ftiagfe* ' As 
*the curtahi was uot drawn* before my ^riTal^ t MA 
•an opporrtnity- of obferving the bebaviow bf the 

Ij^cc'^tators, aiul indnliring ihofe i eiic(rtio'ns* which 
novelty generally in Ipiies. • ' • •«> • i 

The rich in general were placed in the loweft 
feats, aiid the pooi* rofk above theal m de^ees? pro^ 
portioned to their poverty* • The order df f^ifi^ 
clence fee^ied hereinvmed-i thofe who were wi^ 
dermoft all the day, now enjoyed* a tenipei*ary enli- 
iience, and became marteis of the ceremorties: It 
was they who called for the niulic, indiilghig every 
noify freedom, and teftifying all the iiifolenc^'of 
teggary in exaltation. ' ' ** . ' 

They who held the middle region, feetned hot lo 
riotoud as t4iofe above fhem, noir yet ib tame as tiiole 
below ; to judge by their looks, niany of thetri 
Icemed ft rangers there as well as my (elf. They 
were chiefly en\ployed, during this period of ex- 
pc<ilation, in eating oranges, rc;7.ding the llory of 
the play, or making aflignaiions. 
: Thofe who ia( in the lowelt tows, ^hicb are cal« 
led the pit, feemed to conlider themfelvcs as judges 
of the merit ol ilie poet and the pei formers ; they 
were aflcn»blecr partly to be ainuled and jr.utly to 
jhew their tailc ; aj)pcaring to labour under that 
rellraint which an aftec^ation of fuj^erior difcern- 
2iient generally' produces. My companion, how* 
.ever, informed nie, that not one in an bondred of 
them knew even the iirfl: pfk'hiciples of-eriticifm ; 
that Liiey afliimed the right of being ccnfors, be* 
caiife there was none to contradic't their pretenfions ; 
and that every man who now c;dlcd lumleU a con^ 
xioilleiir^ became fuch to all intents and purpofes. 
* Tboie who fat in the boxes lapp^ared in' the moft 
unhappy iitoaiion of all. Tbereft of theMdieiscef 
came merely for tbesr own afnuieHfent $ tfaefe fa- 
ther to furuifli out a part of the entertainment 
tbemfclves. I could not avo.id <;onfi4^ring them as 
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iiTting parts III dumb-lhew ; not a conrtefy or uod 
rUat was not the refult of art j not a look. nor a 
finile that was n^t defign cd for mu i d er: Geiitlcinen 
w4:lAdk» Ogled each other thro.tigh ipeiSacleS:; for 
cauxpaaioBi obfcri^ed tfaa&blia^c&iivas^f Jft(€( bet 
^9DfdSa(bionable ; dA' affeA«d indjjBTerinice wd eafd, 
w^iUq their hearis at^the fame time burned forcotii- 
qii^rts Upon the whole, the lights, the mulic, the 
dailies ill their gj^yell drefles, the men with chear- 
. fi|)l|ef$ mmlxssj/isiSs^QJni in t^heir ioiok9> .^1 qopf])ired 
1^ .msik^ . 4 nuw ^t^ral^la ^iAwpe,: and .to fiU .an 

The ex|wSed time for the play to begin dt laft 
arrived; the curtain was drawn, and the adtois 
came oiv i A woman, wbo/perfonatecl a qween, came 
ms;(mrtefyiag tQ ihef^aw^oce^ ^wl^; dapped their 
liwd%'ttpan;b«ii^ipe«t;^e* Clap.piuiig ofhands is^it} 
• iwmi^* Afiappl^iiding i^jl^ugl^id : the 

mMn^ ia* ^b&rd.; , bnii.eyery country, you, know,. 
&asits peculiar abfurdities. 1 was equally fui pviicJ, 
however, at the. fubmifEon of the aiitrcis, who 
fliould have confidered herfelf asa queen, as at ilie 
Ji(^e difimUiuent of the audi^f gave her fiicli - 
^^'iU.^f applaxife bef9^:>(be JU^^tip^cto defeuva 

bei^fcg^biij*l«^ofted> ll^ di^^lpgue; was fttpporteA 
bet:weei>; h^l- land a moft hopefuj youih, w)io acted 
the part pf her confident. ; They both appeared iu 
cxtrepie diilrefs ; for it feems the queen had lolt a 
• child feme lU;t§ea jr^ftrs before,. a|id ft ill kept its 
Aet^r reremblano^ ^cxt her heart, >vbijc -her kiad 
companion bore a p^rt .^ M^* ftrijowi.. . 
'^.Herl^ni^m^tionj^ grew loud, ? Qn^ifort is offered, 
b^^ Ihc detcfts t lie very fomid»<: She bids thcn\ 
preach comfort to the winds. Upon this her huf-i 
band cojws in, who feeing the queen .fft.mpeh ^f-: 
fiidled, <:an himfelf hardly refrain from tear?, ov 
iH^oid.p^rt^king in the i^ijft dl^irefi. i.Aft^thiw, 
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Roving thrmgh diree firelti^s^^tll•xwtflbk^qppM 

ibrdhe iirft adrv » , • . . • . .1 

Truly, faid I to my compamori, tiheft kings and 
c[ueens arc very much dilLurbed at no very great 
misfortune ; certain 1 am, Avere people of luimbler- 
ilations to act in.tlii& manlier^ tbey would be tbought? 
ill veiled of comfnoni S^aSe^ ha4 iaaixe'&iiibcd 
thifi i)b(ervation> M^ieip'iliQ ^ outtcun- ra^ .-and' thit 
king cdtiie- dn in d- tiolmt peiB^}!^ « Hb 9vifo.kad</ 
it 'icems, refufed his proffered tendwiMife; liktf 
ipurned his royal embrace ; and he Icemcd refoKed 
not to furvjye her fierce difdah>. After he had 
thus fretted, and the queen had fretted through tim 
iecond the tfnxtasti vi^s^ itt iA\m M^mmi€i 

N«iw, fciys niy companimv, yoo 'pdi^etvtf tiilr^kilBg 
to'.te a- man of fpidt'; he fcdft.alT'W^l-y pore-li^MM&l? 
your phlegmatic fons of clay wotold have^gvl^l^W'rtif^ 
queen iier own way, and let her come to berfelf by 
cieffrces i but tl>€ Jdng is for immediate tendemefs, 
9Y infbtit death' : 'death and tendernels ai*e leading 
paliions -of every modetn bufldiVed hero j tJiis-mo- 
ittcm they «mbrace, andutee n^ext ftab, m»i|g dagj- ' 
gers and kifles in every perfedf.-;v -- '•^ • ' • - - 

' 1 was going to fecond his reflibrlc^ j- wb«4ny rtt*'* 
tention was engrofled by a new objed: ; a m^n cam^^ 
io >alaacing a Itraw upon his nofe, and the audi- 
ence ^ere clapping their hands in all the rapture? 
ef applatrio, Tc* what ptir^fe,^*»ed doedthitf 
unmewing figm^e wkke Ws app^iranc^ ; i&**c^* 
pare of the plot ? Unftieftning, do yo«^aU Wtil, re^^ 
plied my friend in black ; this is one of fbe 6*0* 
impo! tant characflers of the whole play ; nothing 
plcales the people more than the feeing a flraw^ 
VWartced \ Nereis a ^eat deal of meaning in tlie 
ftraw ; iberft-li fortie«hi|ig Suited to cyeiy^ppre- 
hehfion iri the^flfeht and » ^/fellow, i^dttefledr ^fc 
talents like thefe, Ts ftre <rf*ttiaking lu» ^o«fi«e. • - 
The third ad:* now began with an m:or,J9i^la^ 
caiiic to inibrm u» that h« was the W- 
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play, and intended to fhow ftrange things before 
■all was over. He wasjoined by another, who feem* 
^ much dilpofed Sor mifchief as he ; their iiir 
«iigties *«dmitiued through this vhiile^ divUion. If 
lAiat bea!yiUanf^'ftid-I|*d]Qi9atift.be *« ,\ery..ftupid 
to^uih his fecfets ^hbcmt -beiiag a&ed iuoh 
Ibliloqnies of late arc never admitted in China. 

» ^ The noile of clapping interrupted nie once more ; 

-a child of fix years old was learning to dance on the 
dlage, which gave the ladies and mandarines inli- 
idre iatisfad^ion . I am for ry faid, 1 , to fee^tbe pret: 
tj( ^reaturviaieoirly leanling fo vispy^Jbail 0 trade % 
SmtTing'hieiAg, 1 pvefmtie, -as cMtemptibl^liere aa 
It is in China. Quite the reverfe, imerrnpted my 
companion ; dancing is a very reputable and gen- 
teel employment here ; men have a greater cIkiikc 
for encouragement from th4 fceric of Ahjeir lieei^ 
tl^ui their heads^p - One who jumpaispf^/ia^^fiou- 
nflies'li3)8*fo^» 'ihtiee tit&ea feefoi^'J^e comes. tp: lUi^ 

• grtailid, , nay haw ditm-iitiiidjied ^y^^t ; he who 
notiriflics them four times, gets four hundred ; buc 
he who arrives at five is inelHmnble, and may de- 
mand what falary he thinks proper. The feinaie 
dancers too are valued £br ihas ibrc.ofcijAlQipil^.9n4 

' erdffing ; if isr a i^n&*<wof d a<m<)|n^rtltic^i^ . 

fttiirth-lM%isb^im>1et tis beacrtoeiv.e).i r r-^ ... » • ] 
Ifi: the fourth acft, the queen -finds lift lone loRs 
child, now grown up into a youth of fmar c parrs aiut 
great qualifications ; whereiikrc fhe Wiiely co»fider»4 
•that the cfown-will fit his heta^ bfi^cr^r. than tbm qJ* 
fter fioiband, virbetii.'fte kmx^^ to «be.€i driveler. 

king difeoveir^^liefd^fign, tnnll'hei^c coiiie$ oii 
tftettlecfirdiflrreis ^ he'loMes the kjucen, anJhe lpvff v 
'<ire;kingdom ; he refolveSy thereforb, in order 
poHefs both, th:\t her fon mnft die. The queen thr 
claims at his bariiarity , fr^tjc with rngc, 
at Ien^th,oyto-tomeifsWt ftriwyf oBs^iiito^a fit $ ,\vpwk 
Which tbe curtain drops, and the is concluded. 
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■ Ol^rei've the^n of the poet,' cries luy compani- 
on ; w hen the queeji can fay no inore> iliefall&inta 
a While thus^iier eyes arc ihut, ^hil^ tofiiii 
fupported iH the arms of Abigail, what-toiTors Am 
we not Asiqr ^e^dfeel. in evefy nerV^t take my 
vrotd for lt> tibat fits are die trae apoiiopefis of mo* 
(lern trn^etly. - .. # . P ' 

' The fifr)i acfl began^ and a bufy piece, it was. 
Scenes iliifcing, trumpets founding, mobs. hallooing^ 
carpets fpreatling^ iguarxis biiUling/from t»ne doe«';43g 
another r gods/ dsemoiis, daggers* racks/ an«t(i69tsf' 
kijie. ' Bat WHotfaer {t|^:kin| ^as killed^ 0r»^itb«* 
q^*e^n wits drowned vor.tbe fonims ptnlOB^d) ! Iimv . - 

ablbluteJv forgotten. •• 'n' *; . .?■ : 

When the play was over, I could not avoid obferv* 
ing, that t^e perfons of the drama appeared in as 
iiiuch dif^refs in the firft ac^ as the- laii ;iiu>w>is it 
poffibl^-fai^ to fyn^thiflld with them>lfar<m^ 
6v4 lon^ tt&B ; : ]lity* i6 h\st a 'flicMSt' Jived^paffioBf $ : I 
hatt; t6 heaf TsCii a&or nrantbiBg* iHfles ; MidMr* 
ftartings^ ftr^jinh^gs, nor attitudes, iaffecft me, iinleft 
there be caufe : after I have been once or twice de^ 
ceived'by thofe immei^ning alarms^ my heart fleeps 
in peace, jir<|jbifcbly«unaffi?^ed'jby !ih&'prbici^^ diA' 
vTliel^ttlttfti!d''fae one great p^fim ainiied'al:' 
hykMkUkorks^eil wtKe povt ;rali>tke.t«H:fiiolM 
Le fubordinate, and: only coirtHlmt^ io mdc^'that 

' the greater : if the ax^orj therefore, exclaims upon 
every oc^^alion, in the tones of defpair, he attempts 
to moVe< xis too foon ; he anticipates l^ie. blow ; hf^ 

. ceafes toiaffe<^;tbough he gaina' otir appiaufe.^ 

ffcar'ce perceived that the laudieilce were.afinoft* 
aK departed i ^ereibrb,' imsihg. widi; th^ t crowds 
niy companion and 1 got into^the ftreet lj where eft 
faying an hundred obfiracles from coach-wheels and 
pakmcpiiiji poks, like birds in their iftight throngli 
the branches of a foreft^ after varxdusituriungs^wwe 
both at kngtfa got bmne in fafcry; :; <AcHeQ» i , . ■ t. 
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••/•'I *l »..m . ^ M I* J ( •» 

f l->-. ;. h i;,.T:, T ;5 B.,,.jvXII. I, ;;. - i 

I .1 *'.i»4» •'...». 

TH£ ht^f. which came.lQr.th^.lv^y of Smyrna^ 
aQd itfbidb^ you fkntiifBe. ^luo^ped, w.as from 
»iy Ton. .As Iihave permitted you to tal^e copies* of 
all thofe I fend to China, you might have made no 
cejremony in opening tlaofe directed to «ie. Either 
ioj^y pr borrow my friend ihouid^parricip^^e itt H)y 
fMillgir " It. would give plealijie to fee> a goio4 
man pkaftd.at my ibccefs ; .it wo\ild ^ve sstlmoik 
^^-o^ital fdoafiirtf to ftc Jum fympaUiize at my 
appointmient/* 

? Every account ! receive from the eaft feems tp ' 
couie loaded with ibme wew afflitftioji. My wife 
and daughter wcfte takMi#pi|i ttnc^ and yep Jl lAiii} 
ttill•A^^tefs with itttropidity ^ |By 4po js made 9 
tel&jimoti^ liarlNiiioMfy "which the. only blow 
that could ha-Ve reached my heart*; yes, l-iyfllin^ 
dolgefthe traufports of nature for a. little^ iq prder 
^oihew I can overcome them in the end. Tru^ 
magnanimity confi (Is not in .n£V£«. fallings but 
'Mn Ri^iNO ^yery^tifl^e fall." 
/C Whtil oor'fliightgr emp<)iror had publifhed his dif^ 
^enfiive at my Mpariur^ mid fei^ed upon all %bpM 
wosminey my fon "v^aa pri^ely fecreted from his 
relentment. Under the protection and guardianfhip 
of Fum Hoam,. the beft and tlie wifcft of all the in- 

hahitaius iif China, he v.a^ £pii; fa(P9ji9ij5ji|iii;ru(5lcd 
in,tho*learmj]|^«£{hie jniilionariesi and the wifdom 
ofrtbe eaft V hiuifieanbq; of iny.^dy^ntiire^ land ink* s 
ciffed by fifiafl pbiy, he ^yal is^olvod .to f<^0in^*my 

fortunes, and ftiare my dijlrcftv o' ' . ) 

He pafied the confaies of China in difguife j hired 
himfelf as acaiuel driver to a caravan that was crof- . 
iing the dcfi^c^^'f hibfit|\£m4^.iivi^wi^ ^y 
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jottmey af the mer t»Mr, which divides* that, tmm^ 
try from India, when a body of wandering Tartars, 
falling unexpecfledly on the caravan, plundered it, 
and made flaves of thofe who elcaped their firft fury. 
By thofe he was led uito the extenfive and clefolate 
regions that border on the fhores ^f the Aral lake. 
. Here he lived by huHtiitg ; aiid wa^ bbligedto 
fnpply «Very day ^'certain p^opottim''pf lherf}>^ 
to reg^I^ his favage tnsrftm ; his l^rnjirg, hf«f vir-^ 
tues, and even his beauty, were qualifications that 
iio way ferved to recommend him V- they knew no 
inerit, but that of providing large quantities of 
hiilk add raw flefh ; nnd were fenfibl^ of nd fa$f|A^« 
lieis, bat tiiiat of rioting on the londrefieil ni^; * ^ 
* Some nterchmts from Mefcbed, hov^ever, coiaing 
to trade with the Tartars for flaves,. be*; was fold 
among the number, and led into the kingdom of 
Perfia, where he is now detained. He is there 
obliged to watch the looks of a. i^oluptnoxis and cruel 
^dfter$ ainan fbnd of plealbre, yet ihcapaUeiof 
irefitiesoait/- whonf many- years- iervice in :irar^liatt 
taught ptide; but not bravery. * 

- That trea(iire which 1 ftill Kept wiihiir tny bofcm, 
ftiy child, my all that was left lo^me, is now a Have*. 
Good heaven ! why was this ? why have 1 been 
introduced into this mortal apartment, to be a f^c- 
tator of my- owAT misfortnnes, and theioisfortnnes 
of fellow* creatiMreB i Wherevdr i mniii/iKrhatltf 
Hbynnth of- doubt^ erraraiid*difappoimiMeift ap*' 
pears ? why was I brought into beinp ? for what 
porpofe made ? from whence have i come ? whe- 
ther ft rayed ? or to what regions am I haftening ?^ 
reaCbn cannot refolve. it Iwde a ray to fliew the 
herrorft of my prifbny but nor (a ^ li^t to guide tw 
V:;eft!ape^ (hem ' '^»¥e boafteA rrn&Aoiis ^ ' Ae* 
earthy how little do yW^^ tl|e ^itfosryif .* ' t . . 

^' ^ This luhole apojlrophe feefns vtofl literally .tr an 
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^ .How nm I {ixrpritqi the inconiiftency of the 
luagi ; their t^ o principles of good and evil affright 

me. The Indian who'bathes his vffagi in urine, 
and calls it piety, ftrlkes me with aftonifhment. 
The Chriftiaii, who believes in three gods, is highly 
abfurdi The Jews, who pretend that deity is 
.pleared yfifh the ^ffUfion of blood'^ are not lefs dif- 
.pte^flng^ ^eqpaally .lurprifea,^ ' tUa'fi rrfHoiml 

Wings can'Cdtoie from the extreuyitf es ^of ^ tiie eii^tli/ 
in ordir to kifs a fcone, or fcatrer pebbles.' H(W 
contrary .to reafon are thofe" ; and y^t ^11 < pretend 
to teach nie CO be happy. ' v • - ^r.v. 

; Surely all men are blind and ig^norant • of • tnith*.* . 
Mankind ^aiiAtra, unknowing^ his Way; front niol**^ 
.ifigtiU the evening, Whei*erfbant<Fe'tiilrn after hap'^ 
. fineik of is ^ii v^iiefl ito.* defift - fr^i^i^th^ f^iirf^it ^ 
^Like reptiles in a corner of feme ftupendoxis palace/ 
.we peep from our holes, look about iis, wonder at 
J all we fee, but are ignorant of the great Archite(il 'S 
,defign ; for a revelation of hinil elf j for- a plai^ 
atf his' tmiVerfal fyiieiii^4 O fi^i'tlie rdafend^^^^ 
«reation*4' or. why we ^^Hrh i5t*ea{!ed *to - be*' th'iis 
happy I' lf -WiEi dteV ih txpertt«ncW nbothW^f»ic»y 
hut what this life affords, then are we niiferable 
jnficea. '}t we are bcJni only to look about \is, ' re- 
pine and die, then has heaven been guilty of injuR 
tice. If this life tern^iriates iny exlftendey 1 defpife 
the bleffings^of Providence, ahd 'thb wirdb'i»'bf/th6^ 
giver; IfMlis^lifebe ifijr Wli 1« «l^fall<nVag epP 
teph lie wrkteh ^ tfti^ tbAift 'elF -Ahtogi. ^^B^ ihfj 
. father's crimes, I received this. By my owa 
. V crimes, I bequeath ic to pofterity !^ • ' " ^ ' * * 
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*?fcr£T, while I fometJmes lament the caufc of hu^r 
jXi. pianity, and the depravity of human .natPKe^r 
t^ere. nQ\vaijk4i^Lben, appeai-.gleamsof greatnefs tl^JC; 
^ye to relieve tl>e eye opprcfled wirh. tl^c UAofl^: 

are-ibineuiiies found in the mid(l,pf Auatk, wil^;, 
d^iieff.') I iee many fupeiior cxcelleiieies among 
the EngHflij which it is not in the power of all their 
follies to hide : 1 fee virtues, which in other count riejy. 
are known only t;o ja.£Byir, ]j)ra<liled bere.l>jf cyevjf-, 
rank of jppajO^;. ^ , . , . \^ ' 

:^ 1 kno^'. not wjiedier lit .proccedst from their, fupe^ . 
|;i9r ppui^ce^ ibat the Englifl^ ^re more cli^rkablj^ 
th^i the reft of mankind ; whether, by being poff> 
leiled of all the conveniences of life thenifelves^ they 
have more leifnre tp perceive the uncaly fituation of 
the , diftrefl'ed i whatever be the motive, they are 
not only the moft charitable of any pthpr national 
l^u^ nv)lt jn^ipioius sn4iftin£i}ilIMj)g tkf propereft pbt 
jpAs pfcoippaflion. : ' ^ i' ^ . \ 
^'•Iti other countries, the giver is generally influenc:^ 
ed by the immediate impulfe of pity ; liis generofi., 
ty is exerted, as much to relieve his own uneafy 
leu rations, as to comfort , th^ obje^St in diftrefs j iu, 
£jig}and benefadiipnsareof a«npre general fiatore; 
iome men of €pi*ttme, and. imperial benevolence, 
propoie the proper objedls ; the wants and the me- 
jrits of the petitioners are cani?afled by the people \ 
neither paifion nor pity find a place in the cool diP- 
• cpffion ; and charity is then only exerted when it 
has received the approbation of reafon. 

A late inftance of thiafinely direded benevolence, 
forces itfelfib ftrongly on sny imagination^ that itiu 
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'S ifinnner reconciles me to pleafure^ and once more 
in^xkes mc the uiiivei-l'al firentl oFnran, f v 

^Thc Ehfflifh and i*Verich have not only poUtii^rt 
Wdfoiisr-to iiiduee tliem*t6 ^siimial hatriecl> but often 
•thfe'tnWe^pi-etaiKng «i6tivo bf prtVjlte mtcrcft'tb 
^^viden the Breach : a/viarM^e^ '^tW dMntlM 
•istiirrfed on colle^fli'vely ; army fights againft army, 
ttid a man's own private refentment is loll in that of 
•the comniuriity t but in England and France, the 
imlividtials of eadi country pluud^t* eacb other ac 
-ftll 'iviihout redrefiy tnd coufe^Uefitly fed thhC ah9« * 
^ofity ^gan^ft'each oth^r iRrti^di '^uerig^ a 
•robbt ri They Have for fbnie ff me^ crfrried oil ' rfn 
penfivc war ; and fever al captives haVe been taken 
on both fides. Thofe madeprifoners by the French 
have been iiicd with cruelty^ ahd guarded \vith un- 
iieceflkry caution . Thofe taken by 'the Englifli^ he- * 
big much mbfe hUfti^f blis^ ' ^re confihed iti tbie oi> \ 
0 dinary manner ; an!l slot being rdealSsd' by thtir 
co^mifytneii', be^n to fed all tlie in<^on^€Wen^!eS 
which ariic from want of coverina.andlonff confine- 

•* Their countrymen wereiniHorthed of their deplor- 
able iituation j but they-, more intent on abiVoying 
their ^emi^s thkn rdieving their frielids, fefufed - 
the lealt afliftance. The Englifh ndw few thou&^ds 
of their fellow creatures ftarving in every prifbn, 
forfaken by thofe Nvhofe duty it was to protec^t them, 
laboring with difeafc, and withm\t cloaths to keep 
off the fevrnty of the Te^ibn. National benevolence 
|)revailed over national animoiity : theit* priioners 
^ere indeed* cttefinies; but they fiert '-eMixA^t iiidii^ 
trefs; they cettfed tDte;hiitefol,ifPhin tteyno longel* 
cmiinued co be formidable :r^rgettingy therefore', 
tliVir national hatred, the men who were brave e- 
nongh to conquer^ were jgenerous enough to forgive : 
and they, whom, all th6 world feenied to have dif*. 
dsiiined, a^kft found i^y- af0 redrefs ihiai thoib 
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ed^amplq eb^i itiesxdilecSed^ pyoper ne^f flaries pro* 
cured, and the popr gay fons of a merry Bajtioii \y^^e 
jOiipe iflpre tiiught to r^fvvine their ibrmer gaiety 
, When 1 cult my eye over the lilt of Uiofe who 
^coQUibiitcdon this pvJcj^^^ I 6xi^ t^4^m^j^i9f)|i: 
^mu^^y^fyi^ 'jM^,fi;^ce gi}c foreigner appears ^moi)g 
the-uupib^r^ it- Wfi& for -Engljibfi^en a^o^e b'e.ca^ 
'pable of luqli exalted virtue. 1 qfsvn, I cannot 1qo|l 
^ver this catalogue of good men and philofophers, 
without thinjiing better of myfeif, becaufe it makes 
me entertain a n\ore favourable opinion of maq- 
Jkindi I am pamcuIar^,^l'iicH widi one, who wr^^ 
^thefe ^^^44iVPPP. ^ '.paper that e^dojfes his benc^ 
^ajftjpn.. , y y^^Bip ^itetof fin Cngliihnian^ « . oitiz^a 
.^^.pf ^ii^{WorWj to Fr^nchnien^pvifonersof Wrar, sad 

naked/' I only Nvifli that he may find as much 
• .pleafure from his virtues, as I have clone in reilcct- 
jiig upon them ; that alone will amply reward him. 
S^dsi ^ oi)e> niy friend^ is ia»;bo|i9ur to huiiii^p nar 
:ture,i.l|0 iroakes no piiva^eodiflini^ions of party ; 
jall %h^% are ftamped withj t,he divji^e image of their 
Cr€tator,"'are friends to him ; he is a native of thj^ 
world ; and the cniperor of Chi^a ijnay \>e proud 
tliat he has fuch a countryuiani * ; 

To rejoice at the deib^udio;! of our enemies, is a 
ibiUeJngrafed upon human: nat^rj?^ and we mu^ 
1>e,pevmit^4 indulge it 4 the true way of ^toning 
for fuch an illrfounded pleafnre, is'tt|ii6jly>^uni o9F 
triumph into an set of bencvcleiice, ?.nd to teftify 
oorovv iijcy, by cndcavoiirlii^ to banifli iuixieiy 
from ctiiciS. ' ' * . 

H?nu, ii3c L^il and -AjfrO f ipcror that e\ei ilU- 
^ tbc throne, aficr haviug e -i^t^d thj ee fignai vic- 
tories fi^er the Tartar's, who had invaded ki^ dotuM> 
re|ui;ne^ ISJankin^ili grdor jto enjoy %he glor 
ry of hfe eonqueft. After Jie. had rafted, fyv fomf 
days, the people, who are naturally .fbud of procet 
•fions; impatiently expe(5^ed the triumphal entry. 



Digitized by Google 



i: 8i 3 



ed to m^kf*. Tbcir murmurfi came,to tbe emperor^s 
eaif. He Joved bis pepple^ and \vas willing to do all 
in bis ]3ower to fa^i&fy their j4>ft defires. He there- 
fore aflhred theiti, that he intended, upon the next 
feaii of the Lanthorns, to exhibit one ot the molt 
glorious triumphs that had ever been fecH in China, 
The peoi>Ie were in raptures at his coudefceniion ; 
aiid, ou the appointed da/j aiiembled at tlie gates of 
the palace with the nioft eager expe(ftations« Here 
they waited for (bme time without feeing any of 
thole preparations whicli uliially precede apageanr. 
The lanthorn, with ten thoufand tapers, was not 
yet brought forth, the lire- works, which ufually co- 
vered the city walls; were not yet lighted ; tbepeo* 
pie once more began to murmur at bis delay ; when^ 
in the niidft of their impatience, the palace gates 
flew open, and the emperor himfelf appeared, not 
in fplendor or magnificence, but in an ordinary ha- 
bit, followed by the blind, the maimed, and the 
itrau^ersof thecity^ all in new cloaths, and each 
carryuip in hi9 hand, mqtiey enough to fupply his 
neceflities for. the year. .. The people were at firfl: 
amazed, but A>on perceived the wifdom of their 
king, who taught them, that to make one man hap- 
py was more truly great, than having ten thoufand 
captives groaning at the wheels of his chariot. A« 
dicu. ' , 




.LETTER XX1V» 

* • 

- To the fame. 

WHATEVER may be the merits of the Engliih 
in other fciencesi tjiey feem peculiarly excel- 
lent ia, die art of' beading. * Tbere as icarcely a dii^ 

I? 
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ordier incident to humanity againft: which they arc 
not pofleflcd with a inoft infallible antidote, Thcr ' 
profellbrs of other arts cdnfefs the inevitabk,intriGacy 
ofthings ; talk with doubt^ and decide with liefitati- 
on J but doubting is entirely nnknowh in medicine ; 
the advertiiino p'*ote(ibrs here delight in cafes of difii- 
' culty : be the diforder never fo delperate or radical, 
you will find numbers in every ftreet^ who by level* 
ling a pill at the part affedted^ promife a certain 
cure without lofs of time, knowledge of a bed-fel- 
low, or hinderance of bufinefs. 

When 1 confider the afiicluity of this profeffion, 
their benevolence amazes me. They not only in 
general give their medicines f or half value, but nfe 
the moil perfuaiive remonftrances to induce the fick' 
to come and be cured* Sure there nuift be iome- 
thing ftrangely obftinate in an £i>g1iih patient who 
reful'es fo much health upon fuch eafy terms: doeflL 
he take a pride in being bloated with a droply f 
does he find pleafure in the alterations of an inter-- 
mittent fever i or feel as much fatisfa(5lioii in nurf-* 
ing up his gout, as he found pinafore in dcijuirtag. 
it? Hemufir, other\vi(bh'eMr6ijdd'lieVer rgeft iach^ 
repeated affurances of iiiftant relief Wiiaccan be 
more convincing than the manner in which the fick 
are invited to be well ? The do(ftor firft begs the 
moft earnelt: attention of the public to what heja> 
going to propofe ; he folemnly affirms the pill was 
never found to want fucceis : he produces a lift of 
thofe •whtt-haTC- bc e n re f c tied fhn»r*thr-gnnre' bjr • 
taking it. Yet, notvvithilanding all this, there are 
many here, who now and then think proper to be 
lick; only fick did I fay ? There arefome who 
even think proper to die ! Yes, by the head of Con- 
fucius, they die ; thotigh they m^ht have purchafed 
the health -reftoring fpecific for half a crown at 
every corner. • ' ' ' " ' * ■ • 

• 1 am amazed, niy dear Fura Hoam^ that thele 
docikors^i. who know what ao obttina^ciictufipftpplr 
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they haW t© dcatwitb, hivt never thought of at- 
tempting To revive the dead. When the living are . 
found to rejec^t their prefcriptjons, they ought iu 
.confcieiice- to apply to the dead, from whom they 
can expeifl no fiich mortifying repulliesi they would 
find ill the dead the mod complying patients ima- 
ginable i and what gratitude might they not cxpecft 
from the patient's Ton, now no longer an heir, and " • 
his wife, now no longer a widow. 

Think tiot» my fnend» that there Is any thing ' 
chimerical hi fuch an attempt ; they already per- 
form cures equally ftrange : what can be more 
trnly aftonifliing, than to fee old age reftored to 
youth, and vigour to the moll feeble conftitution 5 
yet this is performed here every day ; a finiple 
elediuary elfet^ts thefe wonders, even without the 
bunglingceremonies of having ihe patient boiled up 
in al^etile, or ground down in a milh 
" Few phyficians here go through the ordinary 
•eouHes of education, but receive all their know^- 
ledge of medicine' by immediate infpiraiion from 
heaven. Somearethus infpired even in the womb ; 
and what is very remarkable, underftand their 
profeffion as well at three years old^ as at threo- 
Kore. Others ha-ve fpent a gjreat part 1 f their lives 
Unconicioos of any latent excellence, until n bnrac- 
mprcy, orarcfidence in gaol^ have called their 
miraculous jiowers into exertion. And ethers, llill 
there are, indebted to their fuperlaiivc igiiorance 
•alone for fuccefs. Tiic more ignorant liie p. aCiJ- 
tioner, ibe lefs aipable is.be thought of deceiving* 
The-pfeople here judge -as -they do in the eali, 
where it is thought abfolutcly requifite, that a man 
fiionld be an ideot before he pretend lo be eiiher a 
conjurer or a doctor. 

When a pbvftcian by infpii auon is fent for, he , 
never perplexes the patient by previous exairijna- 
tion ; he'aiks very few'^ueftions^^ and thofe only for 
form iake. • He kwr»5 every dHbrder by intuition. 

Hi 
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He ndnnniftei'S the ^i^iU or drop foi' every dJfletiiper- 
nor is more inquilicive than the farrier wliile Jie 
drenches an horfe. Jt the ])aiicnt lives, then haa 
lie one more to add to the Inrviving lilt ; if he dies, 
then it may be jultly laid of the patient's dilbrder. 
That as it was not cured, the diforder was incur- 
able." 



, LETTER XXV. 
From the fame. 

I WAS fomedays ago in company with a politician, 
who \ery pathetically declaimed upon the mifer* 
able iituation of his oouncry : he aifured me, cbac 
the whole political machine was moving in a wrong 
track, and that fcarce even abilities like bis pwii^ 
could ever fet it right again. What have we, 
laid he, to do %viih the wars on the continent / - 
we are a commercial nation ; we have only to 
cultivate commerce like our neighbours the 
putch ; it is our buiinefs to increale trade by 
^< fettling' new colonies : riches are the ftrengtb of 
a nation ; and for the reft, our (hips, our Ibips 
alone, vvill ]:)roleCl us.'* I fonnd ic vain to op- 
pofe my fe*jl>le arguments to thofe of a man who 
tiioughi himfelf wile enough to dired: even the mi- 
niftry ; I fancied, however, that 1 iiiw with more 
certainty, becaufe I reafoned without prejudice : 
I therefore Begged leave, inftead of argument, te 
relate a fhort Iiiltory. lie gave me a fmile at once 
of condelcenfion and contempt, and I proceeded as 
follows to delcribe The RISE and d£QI.£NS10K of 

THE KINGDOM OK LaO. 

Northward of China, and in one of th^ douUlings 
of the great wall, the froitfuhpcoviace gf LaQ ^i}^ ^ 
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joyed its liberty, and a peculiar government of it3 
own. As the inhabitants were on all fides fur- 
rounded by the wall, they feared no fudden invafi- 
on from the Tartars ; ana being each poflefied of 
property, they were zealous in its defence. 

The natural confequenees of fecurity and afflu- 
.ence in any country, is a love of pleafure : when 
the wants of nature are fupplied, we fcek after the 
conveniences ; when poflefied of thefe, we deiire 
the luxuries of life j and when every luxury is pro- 
vided, it is then ambition takes up the man^ and 
leaves him ftill (bmething to wifh for ; the inhabi- 
t;ants of the country, from primitive fimplicity, (bon 
began to aim at elegance, and from elegance pro- 
ceeded to refinement. It w^as now found abfolurely 
requifite, for the good of the ftate, that the people 
ihoi^ld be divided : formerly the fame hand that was 
employed in tilling the ground, or in dreflii^g up 
tliemanufaiShires, wasalioin time of need a {bldier : 
but the cuftom was now changed, for it was per- 
ceived, tint a man bred up from childhood to the arts 
ci her of peace or w'ar,became more eminent by this 
means in his refpe(5iive profeiUon. 1 he inhabitants 
were therefore now diilinguiihed into artizans and 
foldiers, and while thofe improved the luxuries of 
life, thefe watched for the fecnrity of the people. ^ 

A country, pofleiled of freedom, has lalways two' 
forts of enemies to fear : foreign foes who attack 
its exiftence from without, and internal mifcrcants 
:who betray its liberties within. The inhabitants of 
, Lao were to guard againft both. A country of ar* 
tizans were moft. likely to preferye internal liberty, 
and a nation of foldiers were fitteft to repel a foreign 
iuvafion. Hence naturally arolea divjfion of opin- 
ion between tlie artizan'^ and the foldiers of the 
kingdom. The artizans, ever complaining that 
freedom was threatened by an armed infernal force, 
werd for diibandine the (bldiers, ^nd infilled that 
their walls, their wdlsalone, werefuf&cieot to repel 

H3t " • 
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the moft formidable iiivafion : the warriors, on the 
contrary, repret'eiited the power of the neighboring 
kings, the combinations torniecl againlt their itatc, 
and the wcaknefsof the wall, which every earth- 
quake might overturn. While this altercation con- 
tinued^ the kingdom might be jnftly faid to enjoy 
its greateft (hare of 'vigoinr ; every order in the 
ftate, by being watchful over each other, contributed 
to diffufe happiuefs equally, and ballanced the Hate. 
The arts of peace flourillied, nor were thofe of war 
negle<5ied ; the neighbouring powers^ who had no* 
thing to apprehend from the ambition of men, 
^hom they only iaw folicitous, not for riches, but 
ireedoQif vfere contehted to traffick with them : 
they fent their goods to be nianufac'lnrcd in Lao, 
and paid a large price far ihcm upon their reuii n. 

By ihefe means tliis people at Icn^rh became mo- 
derately rich, and their opulence naturally invited 
the invader: a Tartar prince led an infmenfe army 
againil tliem^ and they as bravely Itood up in their 
own defence ; they were iHllinTpired with a love of 
their country ^ they fought the barbarous enemy 
\\ ii/i fortitude, and gained a complete \i(5lory. 

From this momcDt, which they regarded as the 
complenon of their glory, hiflorians date their 
downfall. They had rifen in llrength by a love of 
their country, and fell by indulging ambition. The 
couiftry, poflefied by the invading Tartars, feemed 
to them a prize that WQold not only render them 
more fc rmidable for the future, but which would 
encrcale their opulence for the prcfcnt ; it was una- 
ijimoully refolvcd, therefore, both by foldiers and 
artizans^ that thofe delblate regions fliould be peo* 
pled by colonies from Lao. AV hen a trading nation 
begins to the conqueror^^ it is then perfedly nixr 
clone :"i£ fiifaSids in /ome'meafure by tne'fbpport of 
jts neighbours ; while they continue to regard it 
without envy or apprclienilon, trade may flouriflx ; 

but when once it prefumcs lo aiierc as its right^ 
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v^hat it only enjoyed as a favonr/cach country re» 
claims that part of commerce w hich it has power 
to take back^ and turns it into Ibnie other channel 
more honourable, though perhaps leis convenient* 
Every neighbour now begiai to regard \y^ith jea* 
lous eyes this ambitions comnion>M*ealth, and ibr^ 
bade their fubjecSs any future iiitercburfe witk 
them. The inhabitants of Lao, however, flill pur* 
fucd the fame ambitious maxims ; it vas from their 
colonies alone they expe<fted riches ; and riches, laid 
they, are ttrenglh, and ftrength is fccuriiy. Num* 
berleft were the migrations ot the defpeiateand en- ' 
terprifingof this country to people tliedefolate domi- 
nions lately pofl^ed by the Tartar* Between thele 
colonies, and the mother country, a yery advanta* 
geous traffic was at firft carried on ; tlie republic 
lent the colonies large quantities of the manufac- 
tures of the country, and they in return provided 
the republic witii an equivalent iu ivory aiKl gin* 
feng. By this means the inhabitants became im^^ 
menfely rich, and this produced an equal degree 
of volnpcnonftiefi ; fiitr JQIC^J^ Mfhahayi^ monejr 
Tvill always find fomefantattical modes of enjoyment. 
How fliall I mark the fteps by which they declined ! 
Kvery colony, in proce^'s of time, fpreads over the 
whole country where it firft was planted. As it 
grows more populous, it becomes more polite ; and 
thofe manufadhnrcs, for which it was in the begin- 
ning obliged to cithers, it learns to dreA up itfelf : 
fcich was the cafe with the coloniesof Lao ; they, in 
lefs than a century, became a powerful and a polite 
people ; and the more polite they grew, the leffe 
advantageous was the commerce which Hill iuitiitth 
ed betweeen diem and others. By this metoiatbe 
mother-conntry, being abridged in hscommerci^ 
grew poorer, tec not lefs. luxurious. Their former 
wealth had introduced luxury ; and wherever lux- 
ury once fixes, no art can either leflen or remove it, 

Thek commerce ^ith their neighbom^ wa&totalljr 



Digitized by 



E 92 ] 

cleftroyed, nncl that* with then* colonies was every 

clay 11 ritn rally and nccefliirily clecliiiiiig ; they (iill, 
howcvei, prererved the iiifolence of wealth, without 
a ]>ower to i ipport it ; and jjerfevered in being 
luxuriov'T, while coTiteiUpuble from poverty, la 
fliorr, li t- ilate refembicd one of thofe bodies bloated 
with difeaie, whofe bulk is oi»ly a iymptom of its 
wretchednefs. Their former opulence onJy render- 
icd them more impotent, as thofe individuals who 
are i e.luccd from riches to jiovcrty, are, of all men, 
the moit untoi runnre and hclpler-*. They had ima- 
gined, becaiife their colonies tended to make them 
rich upon the firlt acquifition, they would itill con* 
tinueto do to ; they now found, however, that on 
tbemfelves alone they fliould have depended for 
iupport ; that coloniefli ever ?fix>rd but temporary 
affluence, and when ciihivated and polite, are no 
longer ul'efiil. From fuch a concurrence of circum- 
itances they foon became contemptible. The em- 
peror Uouti invaded them with a powerful army* 
'Uiftoriaiis dojiMic fay, whether their colonies were 
too remote 'to lend afiiftance, or elCe were defirous 
.of fliaking of their dependence ; but certain it ist 
they fcarce made any refill a ue ; their walls were 
now found but a weak defence , and they at length 
were obliged to acknowledge fubjecfiion to the em- 
pire of China* 

Happy, very hapjty might they have been, had 
they knovra when to bound their riches and their 
glory. Had they known, that extending empire is 
often diminifhing power ; that countries arc ever 
llrongeft which are internally powerful ; that colo. 
•nie?, by draining away the brave and enterpr fing, 
leave the country in the hands of the timid and the 
avaricious: that walls give little prote(flion, unle& 
manned with refolution ; that too much c6)nmerce 
«iy injure a nation as well as too little ; and that 
tkere Js a wide difference between a ^jao^iiering and. 
9 ilouriihing empire* .Adieu. . , > 
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LETTER XXVI. 

I 

• • • 

From the fame. 

• 

^P^riOUGH fond of many accnaintnnccs, I tic lire 
X an intimacy ofjly wiih a tew. '1 he nuiii in 
black, who I have otreii mentioned, is one whole 
f rienciihip 1 could wifb te acquire, becaufe he poi* 
feiict my efteem. His manners, it is true, are fine- 
tured with fome ftranse inconfiftencies ; and bpjtiay 
he joftly termM ati Jiumouriit in ^ nation of hu- 
inourift^. Though he is generous even to profufion^ 
he affe(5ls to be thought a prodigy of paifimony and 
prudence : though his conveiiation be replete with, 
the moil fordid and felfifli maxims^ his heart is dila(* 
ed with the moft unbounded- love, i have known 
him profeis bimfelf a ma^-hater, while his cheek 
*^as glowing with compaflion ; and while hit loojis 
fwere foftened into pity, 1 ha>re heard iiitn ufe tine 
language of the molt unbounded ill nature. Some 
aflfirdl humanity and tenderneis ; others boart ofhav- 
iiiff fucli difpofitions fi om nature : but he is the . 
mly man 1 ever knew^ who ieemed afl^amed of his 
natural benevolence; He take» as much pains to 
bide his feelings, as any hypocrite would to conceal 
.his indifference : but on every unguarded moment 
the mafic drops off, and reveals him to the moll fu« 
.perficial obferver. 

In one pf our late excuvfions into the country, 
happening to diicoorfe upon the proviiion that was 
made for tiie poor in England, lie feemed amazed ' 
how any of his countrymen could be ib fooliihly 
weak as co relieve occafional obJeiSls of charity, when 
the laws had made fuch ample proviiion for their 
fupport. In every parilh houfe, (fays he,) the jioor 
are i'upplicd with food, cloaths, fire, and a bed to lie . 

on ; .they want no mor^^ 1 dc^Q juo ^ore my.itU j 
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yet flill tlicy fcem (Hfcontented. I nm fiirprifed aC 
the inactivity of our niagillrates, in not taking up 
fiich vagrants^ who are only a weight upon the iii- 
duftrious : I am furpi'jfed that the people are found 
to relieve them, when they muit be at the fame time 
ienfibley that it in (bme meafure encourages idlenefi, 
extravagance, and iinpollnrc. Were I to atlvife any 
man, for whom 1 had the leall rcn;r.r(l, 1 would can- 

- tioii him by all niea:is not to be inipofed on by their 
fall'e pretences : let me allure you, iir, ti>ey are im- 
poftors ei^cry one of tbem i and ratlier merit ft pri* 
Ibh than relief. . i r 

' ' Me #88 praceeding in this ftmiln' earaeftly, to 
•difluade me fVotn an imprudence of which I am fel- • 
dom gnilty, when an old man, who ftilihad about 
him the remnants of tattered finery, i. iplorcd our 
compalEon. He ailured us that he was no common 
-beggar, but forced into the (liamefnl profefHon to 
-fopport adying wife and ftve hungry children. Be- 
ing prepoflefled again!): fbch faUehoods^ his &OTf 
^iiad not tlie leaft inflnence npoti^ me ; bnt it we 
qnite otherwife with the man in black. 1 could fee 

. it vifibly operate upon his countenance, and efFedlu- 
ally interrupt his harangue. I could eafily per- 
ceive that his heart burned to relieve the five iiarv- 
ing children ; but he feemed aihanied to difcover 
his weaknefi to me. While he was thus befitating 
between ' eompaiBon and pride, I pretended to look 
another way, and he feizcd this opportnnity of 
giving the poor petitioner a piece of iih cr, bidding 
nim, at the fame time, in order that I fiiould hear, 
go work for his bread, and not teaze paflengers 
with fuch impertinent falfchoods for the future. 

As he had fancied himfelf quite unperceived, he 
cotitinaed as we |>roceeded, to rail againft beggars 
with as mnch animofity as before ; he threw in 
fome epifodes on hi^ own amazing prudence and 
ceconomy, with his profound Hall in difcovering 

impoftors i he explained the manner in which he 
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woTilc! deal with beggnirs were he a magiftrate ; 
Iriiitcd at enlarging lonie of ihe prifons too tiieir. 
reception ; and told XVio ftories of ladies ttet were 
robbed by beggar^meii* He was beghriiiug a third 
to the fame imrpote, vvheh a iailov^ with a tvoodeii 
leg, oncfemore croHed our ivalks, defiring mir pity, 
and blefling onr limbs. 1 was for going on vviiiu/iit 
taking any notice ; but niy friend, looking wiih- 
fully on the poor petiuoiier, bid nie Itop, and ha 
vould ihew nie with how much eafe he could^ at 
Utty time, detedl an impoftbr. 
- He now, therefore, afi'ttmed a look of impor-^ 
tance v and, hi an angry tone, begmi to examine 
the fai lor, demanding in what engagement he was 
thus difabled, and rendered unfit for fer\ice. The 
iailor replied, in a tone as angrily as he, that he 
had been an ofHcer on board a private ihip of war^ 
and that he had.Ioit hia lett'alw'oad m Aefehtm<£ 
thofe vho 4id nottliQg wnome: ' Atjtlns reply. iXt 
liiy fKend*9 importmce vanilhed'inainKmeiit ; he . 
had not a fingle quelUon more to ailc ; he now only 
ftudied wliat niethad he Oiould take to relieve him 
nnoblbrvcd. He had, however, no tafy part to 
a<5l, as he was obliged to prcferve the appearance 
of ill nature before tne, and yet relieve himfelf by 
reiieviiig die failor. Cafting, therefore^ a ftsriomr 
h^ok iipon (bme%iilidl«s af cbipa whieh the fellow 
carried in a ftriiig at his-bsack, my friend demanded 
how he fold his matches , but not waiting for a 
reply, deiired in a furly tone, to have a ilnlling's 
worth. The failor feeined at firil fu^-nrifcd at his 
demand ; but fbon recollecfting himfelf^ and pre- 
ienting his whole bundle^ here, niafter^ fays he, 
take all^niy cargo, and a blelling i!ito the bargain. 

It IS impoffible to defcribe witli what an air of 
triumph my friend mar :lied off v uh his new ]mr- 
chafc ; he aflured me thnr be >vas fii mly of opinion, 
that thole fellows mull have itolen their goods^ 
Vfho could thus afford to fell them for half value $ 
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he informed me of feveral different ufes to which/ 
thofe chips might be applied ; he cxpatiatetl largely 
'U{K>R the faviogs that would refult from lighting; 
candles with a matcb^ inilead of thrultiug theun: 
into the fire* He averred, that he would' as fbon, 
have parted with a tooth as tiift- money to tbeie va« 
gabondYy unleft for feme valuable confideration. I, * 
cannot tell how long this panegyric upon frugality 
and matches might have continued, had not his at- 
tention been called off by another objecl. more dif-. 
tref&ful than either of the former. A woman in 

_ • • • 

rags, witli oue child in h<r arms, and another oii 
her back, was attempting to fing ballads, but with 
fych a .monnifol voice^ that it was difficult to de-, 
termine whether ihe wasfingiirg or crying. A wretch 
who, in the deepeft diilrefs, Itill aimed at good hu- 
mour, was an objecTt my friend was by no means 
< capable of withilanding : his vivacity and his di/^ 
eourfe were inftantly interrupted ; upon this occa* 
fion his very. di$aiulatjoii had forfaken him. Even, 
in' my preftooci fae.immediately applied hiS; bands; 
to his pockets in order to relieve her ; but guefs his- 
confuiion, when he found he had already givea a- 
way all the money he carried about him to former 
objecfls. The milery painted in the woman's vifage 
was not half fo ilroogly expreil^d as the agony in 
Us*, tie continued to learcb.for fome time, but to 
Ho ij^urpofe, .till at : length reopllciAing 'himiel^, 
with a face of good nature, as he -had no money , he 
put into her hands his ihilling*s worth of matches. . 
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LETTER XXVII. 

* 

7d thi fame. 

• 

AS tlicre appeared (bmething reliwftantly good itt 
the character of my companion, I miift own it 
lhrprife<l nic, what could be his motives lor thus 
concealing virtues, which others take fuch pains to 
4iipiay. I was unable to repre& my deiire ot* 
knowing- tbe kiftoigr of a man^ who thus feemed t* 
fuSk nnder continnal reftraiot, and wbofe benevo- 
leiice waa mber tbe tScA of appetite than teafm^ 
It was* not, however, till after repeated felicita* 
lions he thought proper to gratify my curjofity. 
^ If you are fond, fays he, of hearing hair-breadth 
efcapes, my hiflory mulk certainly pleafe ; for I 
have been ibr twenty years upon the very ver;gci, 
^ of ftat^ittg^ without ever being ftarvcd. 

f ' My father^ theyomifier (on of a good family^ 
was pofieded of « fmaU living in the church. Hii^ 
education was above his fortune, and his genei^ 
rofity greater than his education. Poor as he 
^' was he had his flatterers IVill poorer than himfelf ; 
for every dinner he gave them, they returned 
him an equivalent in praile i and this was ^U«hc 
wanted : the fame atnfaition that a<5iuates.a .mon 
narch at the head of an army, inflqenc#4 mj> 
father at the bead of his table : hp to\d the Aory^ 
of the ivy tree, and that w^s laughed at ; he 
repeated the jeft of the two fcholars and one 
pair of breeches, and the company laughed at 
^' that ; but the ftory of TaflFy in the fedan-chair 
was fare to fet the table in a ro^ ^ thus his plea- 
fare increafed in proportion to the pleafure he 
nve : he loved all the world^ an4 he fmcicd aU. 
worU loyed him. 
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As his fortune was but fimU, he lived up to 
the very extent of it 5 be bad no intentions of 
leaving his children moneys for tbat was drofi i 
he was reblved they fliould have learning ; for 
learning, he ufed to obffcrve, was better than 
fllver or gold. For :i;is purpofe he undertook 
*^ to initruCt ns himfelf ; and took as much pains 
to form our morals, as 10 improve our under* 
Handing. We were told, that univcrikl benevo- 
lence was what firlt cemented ibdety ; we were 
taugtit to' confider all the wants of maiikiod aa 
^ our own ; to resard tlxe hmnon face divsnt with 
^ afieAioA and eSeem ; he woond us tip to be 
^< mere machines of pity, and rendered us incapa- 
^ blc of withllandini!; the llightell impulfe, made 
either by real or lic^titious diilrefs ; in a word, 
we were perfeiflly inilrui^ed in the art of giving 
<^ away thoafands, before we were taught the 
<t moraiiecdiary qualification of getting a foithihg. 

^* I cannot avoia imagining, that, thus refined by 
^ ius leflbns, out of all my itifpicion, and di veiled 
^ of even all the little cunning which nature had 
«^ given me, I refemblcd, upon my fir it: entrance 
^< into the bufy and inlidious world, one of the 
<^ gladiators who were expoi^d without armour in 
the amphitheatre at Koxne. My father, however, 
^ who had only fisen .the world on one ike, feem- 
*r ed to triamph in my fuperior difcemment, though 
^<^'iny whole liockof wifdom confifted in being able 
^< to talk like himfelf upon fubjetfls that once were 
ufeful, becaufe they were then topics of the buly 
^< World i but that now were utterly ufelefs, be- 
<t can(e conne&ed with the bu(y world no lon^er^ 
^ The firit opportunity he had of finding his ex* 
p^ftatioM di fappointecf, waft at Ibe tery middltn|;' 
f< figure I mad^tir tlietMilverfity lie bad ilatterbd 
himfelf, that he ihould foon fee me rifing inta 
the foremoll rank in literary reputation ; but 

was nortified to find me utterly uimoticcd and 
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•'^♦^Iftitaim^n. ^ HTs difappointniient might have Leeil 
partly afcribed to his having over-rated my ta- 
Jents, and partly to my dillike of mathematical 
realbnirigs at a time when my iuiagiaation and 
memory, yet unfatisfied, W€i» ipore eagier after 
new objed:s, than dcfirousofrcafoninff opon thofc 
" I knew. This did not, howcTer, pleale njv ttttor8> 
who 6bierwdy tndted^. tbat 1 was a Jittle dull % 
hot at the lame time allowed^ that I feemed to 
^ be wy goAd natnrcd, and had no harm in me. 
. *' After I had refided at college feven years, my 
father died, and left me—his blcHing. Titus 
/Iioved from fhore without ilitnature lo protecfl, 
or cunning to guide^ or proper .ftores to fubfift 
me in fo dahc;eroas n myage^ I was obliged to 
embark in th.a wide world at twemy-cne. But 
in order to ieule in life, my friends advifed (for 
^ Acy alwiys^ adVife when they begin ro defpiic 
• ns) they' advifed me, I fay, to go into orders; 
*. To be obliged to wear a Ion;; ^vi;^, ^vhen I 
liked a (hort one, or a black coat, when I gene- 
rally drefTed in btowu^. I thought was fticb a 
reftraint upon my liberty, that i abfolntely i-c- 
jcifted the propofaL A priett in Engjand is not 
the fame mordfied creatnre with a bonze in CI i- 
^ fia t with Wj not he that faUs beft, but cnrs beit 
99 reckoned the Iwft liver ; yet I rejedicd n life 
^ of luxury, iiKloleiicc and cnfe, froin no other 
M eonfideracion, bur thaf boyifh one of' drefs. So 
^ that my friends were now perfe<ftly iatisfied I 
was undone, and yet t hey thought it a ])iry for 
one who bad not the leall harm in hiiii/ and 
was wry good-natured* 
' Poverty naturally begets dependence, nnd I 
was admitted as flatterer to a great man. Ai fii ft 
9^ Ii^fasAirprifed, that the fitiiaiion of a flatterer at;, 
^ a great ni an table couldbe thought difageecabJe $ 
^ there was no great trouble in 111 I en I ni attentively 
^ When hi& Jordlhip ^poke^ a«*Js«^Uhjg i^liem he 
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^* ioo]:eiI round for npplaufe.. This, even gpoi 
*^ manners might' have obliged me to perforiii« I 
found, hocwever, too fbon> that his lovdfliip wm 
SI gveater dunce thauimyfcdf ; and from IbBfiery 
moment my power -of flattery.was at an cfid* 1 
now rather aimed, at ietting him right, than at 
receiving his abfurditics with fubniiHion : to flatter 
*^ iholc we do not know, is an e^aiy talk ; but to 



^* flatter our iniLniate acquaintances, all whole foi- 




iordihip Iboti perceb«dmetobe unfic&r iervke^ 
I was therefore difeharged ; my patron at the 
fame time being gracionfly plcafed to obferve, 
that he believed 1 was tolerably good-natured, 

*^ and had not the leaft harm in me. 

Difappointed in ambition, I had recomrie to 
love. A young lady, who lived with her aunt, 
and was poflefted of a wry pretty fortune, in her 

<^ own difpeial^ liad given me^ as I fancied, ibme 
ireafbits to expeft fucceft. The fymptems by 
which I was guided were ftriking : fhe had always 
laughed with me at her aukward acquaintance, 

*^ and at her aunt among the number ; {he always 
obferved, that a man of feufe would make a bet- 
ter hufband than a fool>and 1 asconiiantly appli^ 
ed the obfervation in my own favonr. She coa^ 
tinually talked in my company, of friendildpand 
the beauties of the mind, and i|>oke of Mi\ 
Shrimp my rival's high- heeled flioesvfrkh deteftth 

*^ tion. Thefe were circumitances which I thought 
ftrongly in my favour ; fo, after refolving and 
re-relblving, 1 ha<l courage enough to tell her niy 
mind. -Mils heard my propofal with ferenity, 
fecming at the iame time to iiudy the ifigures of 
he«i Out at laft^ jt«me» There wa8.")>«c 
-one fmall obj ecAum so complete our happineil^ 
wUch ^as no im>re tjianr^tj^at ihe was mmrM 



three sncmihft-befbife to Mr. Shrimp with Wgh- 
M hMeA'iboes I »yi way of confolation, however, 

ihe obferved, that though I was difappoiniccl in 

h^r, my addrell'es to her aunt wouKl probably 
fTf* Ikiadle.her iino leiiiibility ; as tlieold lady always 
^ aUovied roe to bevci y good-uatiwed, aiidaot to 

have the leafl ihure of haroi in me, 
• ' • " .YeefliU I had friends^ nomcrous frie.mls, and 
. to them I i»aa rc/blved to apply. O fricndihip ! 

thou fiofiid footherof the human breaft^ to thee 
\***\veflyin every calamity ; to thee the wretched 

feek for luccour ; on. thee> the carc-th-cd fon of 
. mifery fondly relies ; from tby kmd allillance the 
' tinforcunate always hopeftirelief, and.may be ever 
. ;Are7 .bfi^^'cliiappoititinieot I 'My . firft application 

wi9to a city fcrivener/ who hvd frequently offer- 

ed to lend itie' money when . he knew I did not 
^* want it. 1 informed him, that now was the time 
•■•^ to put his friendfhip to the left ; that I wanted to 
^' borrow a couple ot hundreds for a certain occa- 
^< fioii, :and Avas refoWedto take it up from hiiu. 

'And |^y> fir,^ cried my friend,, do you want aJl 
^ thiB:montyi hideed I never wa^ud it inore, re- 

tnmed Ir am ibrry ^r. that»icriie6 the fcrive- 
, ^ Jl^, with all my heart ; for they who want money 

when they come to borrow, will always w;uit 

money when they fhould coniG to pay. 
From him I flew with indignBii/an to que of tho 

beit-fiiemis I had in the world, an(l/iiade the 

June reqneft. -.kidded, Mr* Pry bpne,, cries my 
'^-M^.fHendy.iidwayf'thought. it; would come to^this. 
« .¥o«kno^; Sir, I would, ^ot advlfe yon hot for 
.'^.yowown good ; but your condud: has hitherto 
^ been ridiculous in the highcft degree, awd fome 

of yoirr acquaintance always thought you a very 

filly fellow* . Letjneiee^ you want two hundred 
^' pQjinds ; do you wnfil .pui^ two faiuidired^ Sir, 
i/<'€sadU3rfi(iTeioonfe6)<a truth, returned!, I.ihall 

weqf* ^ob^hnodittdil l^tit then Jt ^ate luu^ther 
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friend from wliom 1 oan borrow the reft. Why 
then, replied my friend, if you would take my 
^ advice, and you know 1 fhouKl not prerunic to 
advjie you bat for your own good^ 1 would re- 
comaiend it to yoa^ to borrow cbeMr^oik ium 
^ from that otlier frietul, aad thca me Mtm vnil 
ferve for aU, you know* 

Poverty now btgan to came &ft upon me ; yet 
tnftead of growing mdre proi^ident or cautious as 
I grew poor, 1 becauie every day more indolent 
^ and fimple. A friend was arrefted for Gifiy 
*^ pounds? ; i was unable ti> ci^iricate liim, except by 
*^ becoming bit bail. When atitbcrty^iiofled ikom, 
^ bis crediton, and lefc me to take his place, hi 
prilbn I cxpeAed greater faoaS^/OoM ilmi ishad 
*^ enjoyed ^ large. I liopad to comrerfe ivkkinm 
in this new world, fimple and believiisg like tny- 
(elf ; but I found them a^ cunning and as cautious 
as thofe in the world I had left behiiid. Tliey 
<^ fpunged upon my money whiUl ic laited, bor- 
^* rowed my coals and n«Yer paid tbcai> and cheat* 
ed me when I played at cribkage. AU tiiis.w<!s 
^ dooe^ btcaafil 4iey believed nofie^ to be itary good 
^< natured aiid knew tte i bad m karm ki me. ' 
*^ Upon my firft entrance into this in Million, 
which is to fomc the abode of despair, 1 feltno 
V fenfations different from thofe I experienced 
c<« abroad. I waa now on one fide of the door, and 
thofe Who were Buconfined were 'on tile other ; 
<f tMi waa alt the diflSnrenee becwaati ns. Acfirft^ 
^« indeed^ 1 fak &aie uMafiMfi, in confidiriogkiw^ 
I fhould be able to provide this week for theWkntr 
<^ of the week onfuing ; but aften fome time, if I 
ibund myfclf fure .of eating one day, I never 
troubled my head how 1 was lo be fuppliefl* 
<^ aaaAer. I Aized. every precarious aKal witdf 
^'tUevtaiaft godd .hMiiMr, iadntsed na nipta ef 
M tfit^m my fituacSM^ tieMr cadwr dkwnLfanm 
^ aadalltkeA«ra t^vieh«id^'awid^ m 
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betM^ tb»i muttM;* ^ \ ^Mtttived^wy^f iivlrb 
tanking, that all Hiyll^ I ih0il]djeiibtt«MM: ^Me 

bread or brown ; conficlercd thflt all that hap- 
penecl was belt, laughed when 1 was not in pain, 
. tork the world as ic Went, and read Tacitus ofteo^ 

• for want of more books and company. 

How long 1 might haf^ continued iu this torpid 

• ftate of flmplicityv i CMMt teU, had ( wot bdvi 
fonfM' by Aekig ai» dl4^Ae^iMMe, "ithMi i 
knew to be a prudent Uockbead, preieived'fd^a 
place in the government. I now found that I 

" had purfiK;d a wrong tra(5l, and that the true way 
of being able to relieve others, was firll to aim at 
independence myfelf. My immediate care, there* 
fore, was to leave my prefent habitation, and 
make aii entirv re&rmatioD in my condu<5^ and 

*^ behavioar. Fopr a free, open, nndcfigning de* 
portiuent, 1 put oii>this€ ef ciofenefs, prudence and 

^ (economy. One of the moft heroic actions 1 ever 
jierfonned, and for which I fliall praife myfelf atf 
long as 1 live, was the refufing half a crown to au 
old acquaintance, at the time when he wanted it, 
and I had ic to fpare ; for this alone, 1 delevved 

• tiobedcertedanimtion. ^ * ^• 

I new, tbef«fere^ porfiitd acoiirA^of uninter* 
ropted' frugality, feldoai 'wancfd'^idBnticfriMd 
was confequetitly in«)Md€o twertty. I foon be- 
'^^ gan to get the chai-a<5ler of a faving hunks that 
had money ; and infenfibly giew into efteeni. 
Is'eighbours have alked my advice in the diipofal 
of their dao^ters, and i have always taken^cai-b 
' not gfve any« I haire^iiiraiAed a frisndftip 
Willi aifttlderaian;bn1y by obfiN^g, that If We 
takeaftH<hingfireimatliM(iq{d|ia«id^^ 
a thoufand pounds no longer. 1 have been invit- 
ed to a pawn-broker's table by pretending to hate 
gravy t istxtikw u^vi 9^^iisal^f^)l^ 
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rlage^'ith a rich widovc, for only having obferv- 
ed that, the bread was riling. If ever ) ^iii allied 
a queitiani, whether 1 knfirW; k or 
,an(\vering; I duly rmite'aml look wife, if acbl* 
hty i» D^ppf^d, I ^hQv^ with i^e hat^ .buc p«t 
4* twfciiig in JuiyG?Wi. A4^;a,>wret^h ^^Ikitsmy piry, 
. ^ ( obferve tbat t{i^ worl4 jfl filled vUh rimpoilorg, 
and take a certain method of not being deceived, 
by never rellevinor. hi fliort, 1 now find tlia tni- 
efV way of finding ellcem even from thpindigent, 

.M.^^tlMT . ..!: :;r/l ' 1^ j, -..I Ci v - /. •» 
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L E X T E a XXVII. .> 
- ; ; • . i 

1 iJ' » • • .* . ,'T,A fhd,Japu* '. 2 4,.:.-^ .1.1 ». 

LATEliY jft <^i]iptiiy tty. ii*ito4' in bl^ck, 
whef<^ coifYerr«tmi 1$ uaw both miy' aninfen^enc 

and inllrutflion, I could not avoid obferving the great 
Mumbers of ohi bachelors and maiden ladies vsith 
Avhich this city feems to be over-run. Sure marriage, 
faid l,is not fufhcieftdy isncovraged, or,, wcjhouid 
never betold ibch crowds of batlered .baailK>and cfo- 
.€^y«d coqiietC€9| iliU ^^efspiiitg tf} drive atiFad^ fhcy 
MyQ-boeii fb iMg Wift fbi', finc|!Cw«riTiiiig upoatbe 
gaiety of the age* -i behold an. old bachelor in tbe 
moit CQntem])rible light, as an animal thai lives upon 
* the common Itock, witliont contributiiig his llmre : 
he is a bealt of prey, and the laws fbould make ul'e 
of as many ilratagems, and as much forcej to drive 
^f.ri9ludbiiit<&vage iato .tbe. toils^ .(jbie Indians 
3rf|ien;tb6)r jiaift.the hymOiiW tbe rbiiioq?r^. Tbe 
^l^AiQuUfbe fcmAtmA to h?^]^ a^r^ T^m, ^oys 
*jght;playjr«k§<©n him M^Ub iwpjjiq^ty, every waH, 
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bred company ilioulJ laugh at him ; and if, when 
turned of iisiy, heoftered to make loi^e, l^k iniitreis 
might fpit in bisiage, of, what wopld be perhaps- a 
greater puiuibinent, (tumid <airl/ graiH kim i'l^ 
vcur. • • .« 

* As for old maids, continued ^hey ihotdd'fiot be 
treated with lb much feverity, becaule 1 fuppole upne 
•^vould be io if they could honorably avoid it. No. 
lady, in her fenles, would chnfe to make a fubordi- 
Jiate figure at jchriib^nin^s and lying/& iii^ when fhe 
might be the principal herfeif s nor eurrj^ ia^w 
with a fifter-iuOaw^ wkea. ihe ni^ht ccroiinasii^ an 
boiband i nor toil in preparing cul^ardi^ yit^us^A^ 
might lie a«b0d and give dicediens ^.w th^y o^gtac 
t« be made ; nor ftifie all her fenfaii^ns in-'d'emiire 
formality, when flje might with matrimonial free- 
dom, fhake her acquaintance by the hand^ and wink 
at a double etitetidre. No lady could be fo very 
fiUy as to. live iingle, if (he oould help jit* 1 consider 
an onmarried lady, decUiiu^Jnto the \ale of y^|ii>iS 
as onf of thofe. charming CQMncriea^.bord^ntigi on 
Chiua^ thkt lica wafte Ibr viint of proper iriMbit^fita, 
We aee norto accvfb the country, but the ign^rai>f e 
of its neighbours, who are infenlible of its b^autiea^ 
though at liberty to enter and cultivate the foil, 

indeed, Sir, replied my companion, you are 
very little acquainted Yiih the jtn^l^fli ladies^ to 
thiak <tlieyi. are old niaids- agapj>tt th^ will. 1 
dare venture to ^ffinp/that you can -hardly fc^Ie^ 
one ;of them all, }Mia had frcqueiii^^erf of 
marriage^ which either .prjde/C^ avarice .hasjiei; 
made her rejeiflb. :^ln^teaa cf thinking it a dil» 
g»*ace, ihey takeeveiy t ec* lien to bo'<ill oJ ilitir 
lormer c: uelty a loldicr does net cxi*lt more 
when he counts over the vNoiiuds he has i ecei\ed, 
thanatiemalc vetqr^u]i»h^n ihe relates the wounds, 
ihe had fUrnie^'ljr given ; eKhaulllefs when ik^ be» 
fS^in^a narr^v^ of che former deal Mealing poMi# 
^' er of her eyes. She t^U^of ]Ji<ekpight4i\g<)14 ^c^> 
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/ wilo Siti witk^ k fin^ frbwn^ 9mA never to/ef d- 
/ dtf-^e wat^ iti^ried tb M» mdici t Of the 

Rfdtre; Vho betng crtelly denied, fell in a ra<;p, 
^ flew to tlic window, andliftingup the I'aili, thre\v 

hinifelf in an ngony — into his arm-chair : Of rh^ 

parfon, who, eroded m love, refoliitcly fwallowcd 

opiQm^whkh banifkcd the llings of defpifed love, 

by — making hi fn deep. In fhorCi fhe talks ovei^ 
^' her formef lofies with pleRiore^ and, like ibme 
M'tradefinen, ftida comfUatkM iti the mmr banfe* 

m^tdcyAe'fMsikffiifedi. 

i^or chis reafon, whenever I fee a fnperatifiiiatcd 

beamy ftili unmarried, I tacitly accufe her either 
* of pride, avarice, coquetry, or atfecftation. There 

is Mifs JeiYiry TinQerbox, i once remember her 
^ ro have h^d feme beaoty and a moderate fbrtaaei 

Herder fiiler happened fo marry a man of qita« 
^< Htjr, and' this feemed aa a ftamte of virginity «• 
^ g-iiHll poer J'aneb Secaiife rUere ^ms^one lucky 

hit in the family, (he was refolved'not to diigra^e 

it by introducing a tradc-fman : by xhm rejecting 
••^ her cqiuds, ana negle(!l:ed or defpifed by her fu- 
pcriors, fhe now a(5ts in the capacity of tutorefs 
to ber lidcr's cbildreD, and undergoes the drudg- 
ery ef t^ee fervaau> witlicw^'ecevvingtlie'wagfBf 

' Sfireeze was a Jiawn^broker's daughter i 

^' Ker faither bad -early taught he*") that money ^ai 

a vei'y good thing, and left her a moderate for- 
ffine at his deaih. She was fo perfecflly fcnfible 
of the value of what flie had got, that (he was 
refolved never to part with a farthing, without 
an equality on tiie part of her fuitor ; ftie thus 

^ refufed feveral olfeirft made ber by people who 
wanted to better themlelTe^^iis tbe faying is ; and 

*^ ^rew ^1d end ill liatnted, Without ever confidef* 
tug that (he (hould have made an abatement ivt 
her pretenlions, from her face being jale aud 
marked with the iaall-posc. - 
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Lady Betty Tempeft, on the contrary, had 
^ beauty, with fortune and family. But fond of 
^* conqueil, ihe i)afleU from uiumpb to triumph ; 
ihe had read plays and xosnances^ apd there had 
I learned, that a plain mxin of common fenie was 
^ M better than a fool i fuch ihe refufed, and 
fighed only {8r the gay> giddy^ inconftant^ and 
*^ thoughtleis ; after fhe had xhw rejetlcd hnn^ 
dreds who liked her, and fighed for hundieda 
who defpifcd her, ihe found herftlf infenfibly - 
^* deferred ; at prcfent ihe is company only for 
h^r aums and couiins, and foiuetiines makes oikf^ 
in a country dance> with one of iho chairs for n 
partner,' call off round a joint ftool, and fets to 
a corner cupboard. In a word, ihe is treated 
with civil contempt from every quarter, and 
})laced, like a piece of old fa^oncd jumbpr^ 
*^ merely to till up a corner. 

But Sophronia, the fagacious Sophronia, how 
ihall I mention h^. ^ She was (aught to lovp 
" Greek, and hate the nien.from her very infancy t 
^ ihc has rejeciied Que u^odcmen, becaufe they 
were not pedants, and pedants, becaufib they 
were not fine gentlemen : her exqiiiiite ienfibilu 
^' ty has taught lier tp difc^^ver every fault in every 
lover, and her inflexible julHce has prevented her 
pardoning them. Thus ftie rejeiiled ievcral ofierSj^ 
*^ till the wrinkles o^age had overtaken her • and 
*f now, without one good feature sn her face, flie 
^ talks inccflantfy of tfifl' l^cmtm of thp ^MiHt,^ 
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• ! LETTER XXVIII. 

• • • 

t . from the fam^ 

XllTERE we to eftimate the kstrning of the Englifh 
*yV byihi^ immber of books that lire every day 
]lul>lij(hecf among them, perhaps no countf-y, not even 
" China itl'elF, could equal them in this particular. \ 
liave reckoned not leis than twenr^'-threenevv books 
publKhed in one day ; which, upon computation, 
makes eight thoufand three hundred and ninety-five 
in one year. Moft of theie are confined to one fin* 
gle icknce^ bat embrace die virhole circle* Hillory, 
polhics, poetry, mathematics^ metaphyfics, and the 
philofophy of 'nature, are all coinprUed in a manual 
not larger than that in which our children are 
fauqht the letters. If then we fuppole the Jtarned 
of Englanil to read but an eighth part of the works 
whicU daily come from tlie prefs, (and lure none 
can pretend to learniag upon leis eafy terms,) at 
tbis rate, every fcholar ,will read a thoufand bpokt 
ill- one year» From fuch a calculation, yon may. 
eoti^e^ore «rkat an amazing ,fvnid of literature n 
i;iau muft bepofielled of, who thus reads new bodks 
every day, not one of which but contains all the 
good things that ever«vere laid or written. 
'' And yec 1 know not how it happens, but the 
£d|g^iftiaim,not inrvealtty.'foilearnfd as wx^uld feem 
from this calculation. We meet but few w^knovl 
all arts and (ciences in perfecStion ; whether it is that 
the generality are incapable of fuch extenfive 
knowledo;e, or that the authors of thofe books are 
not adequate inllrudlors. In China, the emperor 
himfelf takes cognizance of all the doctors in the 
kingdom who profeft author£bip. In England, 
every man may be an author tliat can write ; for 
they have by law a liberty, not only of £iy ing whal 
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lAid^pler.Te, b^tioi^t^^^'ldll^ftddufi i4 they pleaft^ 
t ffeMpAity 't A^^UhdU mj^ t^vpiAb to f fee^ matt iiy 
bla€k, wfcere writers omM be fotittd in' ftifficieiHJ 
Hiiniber to throw off the books i daily law crowd- 
ing from the prefs. 1 at firll iniagincd^ that tlieir* 
learned icminiines might take this method of in- 
iArUitliiig the world ; bnt ^o obviate this objecftion, 
my ebnvpanioH ^fliif bd* m^^ tL^r the docftors of col - 
kge« ne^er ^r^ef and ' thtic Kmie of them haul: 
aet«a)ly- tbrg^t « their i-^lidjiig';; hiir if yoo dc£re, 
cmdtiir^ he> to fee a coUedlion of authors, 1* firn- 
Cy 1 can introduce yon tins' evening to a chib, wiiich 
niienibles everv Sn:urda v at loven, at the lio;n of the 
Broom near lliington, to talk over the Uifioeis of 
ihe ki^> ahd the entertaitini^nc of the week enfu- 
ing. il accepted h4» iti^katipti ; vre Mralked toge-' 
Hier/ ffitd mMrld the iKHife tbme time before the 

\ Afy frieild took this opportunity of letting me into 
Whc charadters of the principal members of the club, 
not even the hoW excepted, who, it Teems, was onte 
•All author himfelf, buc preierred by a book* feller 
lb fhis fituatiaii afs a reward for his former lervice.- • 
' The firft perfeiK, faid liey of our foeiety, is Doi^or 
Noff^Atity^ a iRbeftphyll(^it;''Mdftped^e th him^ 
a proftmrrdibholaf ; but Pts hbfeldoin fpeaks, I can-* 
not*4!fe polirive in thiit particular ; he generally 
fprea<U himl'eU before the fire, fucks his ]^ipe, talks 
little, drinks much, and is reckoned very good* 
company : Vm told he writes indexes to perfe<ftion. 



he-mafceaxfl^crim thcOTpirof etii^-Ti^^ 
inqoiiries upon any fubje<%y and draws up an anfwer 
to any book aip6n tMremy-fi>utB hours warning. 
Yon may diftinguifh him from the reft of the compa- 
ny by his long grey wig, and the blue handkerchief 
round his neck. ' ' ' * \ : • ^ 

' The next to him in merit^apd eft^em is Tim- SyU 
labubi a droll' ore$tare ; iie» fofiietimes fliines as a' 
iiar.of4he:fiftt iMgfiiifide&alftdi^ tbe^ didice ^^mI^i 

K 
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of the agci h€ in repkonofl- 0^11y ^ ^cellent f » d 

rdbus, 4 riddle, a bawdy img and an hymn for tiio 
tabernadc. You will know hijn by his jliabbj iiuei y, 
his powdered wig, duty.ihirr, aud bicokcujiifc 

After aim Aicceecls Mr. Tiba^ a.\ery.ufeful Hatid & 
lie prices receipts for^he bite of a mad dog>. atnl 
throws eiF an «ailern'*4ile to perft^m i bi uaider-^ 
ftandsithe bufinf fa of an autl>^ s|a wd) a^ny nian^ 
formi«bookre!lerraliv€'caiii:heait him^ yop inaydH* 
tiiigiilfii him by the j-cculiar clunifineis of his figure, 
and the conrfeneri ot his coat : however, though it 
be coarle (as hOi ^\'Sfi%^in^y Xsl\^ ^Uo/^v^pmy ) .h^ 
bus paid for ir. / ' : • i • i a 

Lawyer Sc[uint is th9 politician *0f .|l}e fotiety |» 
lie makes fpeec]ies for parUaineii«, 'writfs ^drefle^ 
to his feJIoW'fubjccfts/ and tetters %q. iiobk coniinaOfr 
ders; he gives the hiftory of every new play,! and 
finds ieaionable thouolits upon every occaiton. — My 
cnnipanion was proceeding in his defcription, when 
the hole came running in, with terror on his counie- 
irance^to tell that th«(4iQ!pr:waSjbe^ieL yiitb hailif^^s. 
jf that be rUe -cafe then, faysiiiy.coinpaaijpn, w«tei4 
as good going i for i adn pofitive weibsrft not 
feowe- of- the compmyHcbit- night. Whenef^e; 
difappointed, we wbre bj)th obliged to Fetwnbomei. 
he to eijjoy the oddities which compaie his charac- 
ter alone, and 1 to write, as ulUal, tQ.iuy iViei^d^ 
the occuaence^ of. the c^yi .»i^cljiew, . . » .» .tl 

U i.i.niii.fmi| ,(■! J J.jiiil .uii lUi |.Jl^.ja,<l'i| 

. . L E. T..T%fi-a vX^lX.:..; ■. ... 
fhlfi lbs fam. ' ■ " ' '' 

BY my laft advices from Mofcow, I find the cara- 
van, h^s. not yiCt departed for Chiaia ; i Itill con- 
tinue to write* .Mpediiog .tbfi:{|»li nda^y recoiii^e.a 
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win find rather n niinute detail of Englifli peculiar- 1 
icies, than a general picture of their manners or* 
difpafnwik* Happy it were for mankind, if 9II 
tmai^eiiers-iwdvld tiim, ix]Uiead of cliaradteriling a 
poopU in genera} terms^ lead ua into- a detail of 
Ifao&imiiiite cireiittiftlinces whicb firft influeneed 
their opinion : the genius of a country fhould be ^ 
inveftigated wich a kind of experimental enquiry : 
by this means we fliould have more precife and juft 
notions of foreign nations, and detecl travellers 
tbemfelves whea chey happened to iorm wrong 
iDbnclufions. ■ • . 

' > iVflyfrieiid tt^dlnepoatidmr.vifitto tlie club of 
M(hoi4i*9. where; upon.^r ciitranccv wc found tbc 
members^dl afiembled^ and engaged in a loud ^c- 
bare. ' 

• The poet^ in fliabby finery, holding a manufcript 
in his hand, wal earnelUy endeavouring to per- 
raade tbe^ttifMilijr no hear him read the iirft book 
itf^ii h6t*oiO' J^M, which lie had compofed the 
diy MAhi^ i^Mttigflklftft thia M the members veiy 
vrarmly objeiAedi fliey knew no realbn why any 
member ot the club fliotlld be indulged with a ])ar- 
• ticular ijearing, when many of them had pnbHflied 
whole volumes which had never been looked in.' 
They infilled that the law /hoidd' be obferyd, 
where reading in company was eyprefsly noticed. 
It Was in vnin that the piaintift7>ieaded the]>ecnliar 
merit of hit triecd ^ ihe fpolf e to aiv aiiembly 3nieofi« * 
ble to all hn remonflf ances ; the book of laws^waa 
opendd, and read by the fecretary ; where it wns 
cxprefsly eiiaded, That whatfoevcr poet, fpeech- 
*' maker, critic, or hitlorian, faniild prcfume to. 
engage the company by reading his own works, 
he was to lay down fixpence ])revi6us tx> opening 
the Inanoferipty <and ihould be 4:ha?ged one ihiU 
^* ling an hour While he continued reading ; the 
faid ftflling to* be equally diitdbuttd among the 
company, as a rccompence for theii' u oublc.'*- . 

HI 
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Our poet feemed at 6rft to ihr»nk at the penalty, 
lieiitating for ibme lirae.wbeilkcT be fhoiild de|>oiit 
the fine^ or iliut up tlie peeio ; fapt laoking round, 
and perceiving iwo ftrmi^ersin the room, bis love 
t)f fame out- weighed bis prudence, and laying 
flown the ium by law 4:itiibiiii4cU, lie iuliil^ti ijw 

A proimijidrilence enfuing,. be began by explain* 
ing hiS deiign.** Gemienieiii fay9 her -tiift pi t^em 
piece IS not ojiie of your ccnisiBoniepipppeiiis, wJiMfh 
comes from the prels like pap<rr kiAt^^^n fMiulntK<^ 
there are none of your Tarnuies or Didos in it ; it 
is ah heroical dcfcription of nature. 1 onJy beg 
you*il endeavour to make your foula in uniion with 
J line, and liear with the fame entbufiafm wiijh 
which I have written. The poem begins with tb4 
' deicription of an author's bed^chQinlijp: ; the-piif^iire 
was iketched ii» my own tip«rrmont ; .for ypv fqiA 
know, gemlefnen, (that : i. aw ihi^\\i%t^i^^ 
Then putting hiAifelf ihto the attitude an orst<H> 
with all the cmphalli of voice and acTtion^ proceeded :. 

Where the Red Lion, ftaring o'er the way. 
Invites each paffing itranger that can pay i - 
Where Calvert's butt, ami Farfon's black ohaidpaign^ 
Regale the drabe and bloods of Dr nry lane ir 
There in a lonely roonii from hailiif s fomg, . 
The iiMife found Scro^en ttretch^d beneath a rug \ 

• A window piitch^d with paper, lent a ray, 
That dimly ihcwe<l the Itaie in which he lay ; 
The fanded lioor that griis beneath the tread j 
'file humid wall uiih paltry pictures fpread j 
The royal game of goofe wasi tltore in view i 
And the twelve rules the royal marryj* drew % \ ' 
The Seafon'a, frani'ti with iiiiing, found a place,* • 
Jknd,\m9€' }itia0sc WiUiain ihew.'d hift> lamp-black- 
face ; . • . • 
The morn was cold, he views w ith keen defeic » 

' The ruily gi sue uugonicioud gi a fuc ; . * . . « * 
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with beer and milk arrears, .die fi i^z was fcorM^ 

Aiici fivecrack'd tea-cups cli efsM the chimney boaid : 
A uiguc-cjp <Jeck\i his brows inftead ot b;i^', 
A CAP \>y iiiglii— ^ iigckiug uU ihc day ! 

With this lad line, he feemecl To much elated, 
(bac he was unable to proceed : *^ There gentle- 
men, cries he, there is a ciefcription for you } Ka- 
bclais' bed chamber is but a fool to it : 

^ caf bj {ligbt a flocking all th^ Jaj I 

There is fouud^ and fenfe, and truth, and nature ' 
in the trifling compafs of ten little iyllables 

He was t.oo much employed in felf*admiration to 
obierve the company ; who, by nods, iviiiks^ 
Arugs, and ftifled laughter, teilified every maik'of 
contempt. He turned fcvt rally to each for their 
opinion, and I'uund all, however, ready to applaud. 
One fwore it was iiiiini:al>le ; anoihcr laid it w as 
damn'd fine » and a third cried out in a rapture, 
CarsjfimQ^ At laft, addref&ng himfelf to tiie prefi* . 
dent ; mxA pray, Mn Squint, fays he, let us* have ; 
your opinion. Aline^ anfwered the preiident, (uk« 
ing the manufcript out of the author's hands,) inay 
thjs glaft fufl'ocaie me, but I think it equal lo any 
thing I have Teen ; and i fancy, (contiiiucd he,) 
doubling up the poem, and forcing it into the au- . 
thor's pockety that you will get great honour w hen 
it comes out ; fo 1 fball beg leave to pot it in. We 
ihall not intrude upon your good nature, in defiring 
to hear more or it at preftnt ; ex ujigue HercuU^n^ 
we are fatisfied, perfcdlly fatisficd. The author 
made two or three atienipts to pull it out a fecond 
time, and the preiident made as many to prevent 
him. Thus, though with reludlaiice, he was at iaik 
obliged to lit down, consented with tbe'commenda* 
cioQS for which he had paid. 
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When tliii tempeftbf poetry and pralfe Was blown 
over, one of the company chatmed the (bbjddi) by 
wondering how atiy man dotilirbe fo dilU as to>-#rice 
]>octry at preTent, fince prolfe itfelf would IfMIy 

pay. Would you think it, gentlemen, coniinuetl he, 
i have actually written lait week, fisceen prayers, 
twelve bawdy jefts and thice fermons, all at the 
rate of fix pence a piece ; and, what is 11 ill inorq . 
extraonlinary, the book-feller has loit by his bar* 
gain. Such fermons would have once gained me a 
prebend's ftall » but now^' al^ 1 we have*neUher 
piety, talle^ nor humour among m. Pofitively, if 
this Ibafon does iior turn out better than it has be- 
gan, unleii the niiniilry comnut fome hhnulcrs to 
furnifh iis with anew topic of abui'e, I fliall relume 
juy old iiuiiacis ot workiug ^t the prefb^ inilead of 
finding it employment. 

- The whole club feemed to |oin in coadcsimii^ the 
feafon^ as one of the worfl: that had come for iomt 
tune ; a gentleman particularly obierved, thkt th6 
nobility were never known to iiibfcribe worfe than 
at prelcnr. " I know not how it happens, faid he. 
Though I follow them np as clofe as pollibl??, yer I 
<'aa hardly ge: a fingle fab&ription in a week. The 
boufes of the great oi^ as inacceilible as a frontier 

Sarrifon at msd-night. 1 never fee a nobleman's 
oor half opened, tl>at fome ftirly pol*ter or fbotman 
does not (land foil in the bineaeh. I was yeftcrJay 
10 wait with a fubfcription propofal upon iny lord 
Squafh tlie Creolian. I had polled myfclf at his 
door the whole morning, and jull as he was getting, 
into his coach, thrulb my propofal fnu^ into his 
hand, folded np in the form of a letter from myfelf. 
He juft glanced ^attbe fubfcription, and not know* 
in^ the hand, conligned it tothe valer-d« chanibre^ 
this refpekfiabJe perfonage S eated it ashbmarfter, 
and put into the hrujds of the poncr : the porter 
frraf))ed my propofal frowning ; and, meafuringmy 
ii.-urc from top to toe, put it back into my owa 
'laadd unopened/' 
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To the devil I pitch all the nobility, cries a Iif* 
tteiQani in a peculiar accent; 1 am fu re they have of 
late iifed me snoft fcurviTy . \6\i muft know^ geti^ 
tleaien^ fotne timv'ago^ upon thearrWaf of a certaih 
noble dake from his travels, 1 (et myfelf down, aiicl 
yaniped up a fine fiauminn poetical panegyric, which 
1 had written in fucli a Itrikin, that 1 fanciedit would 
have even wheedled milk from a luoufc. In this I 
reprefent^ the vylioleLkingdom welcoming hjis^rac<i; 
to his native ioi\y not forgetting the lois France and 
itaiy would ftiflain in their arts by his depattnr^« 
I cxpeded to touch for a b^ink bill at Teaft i fb, 
folding up my verfes in gik-p.i])cr, I gave my laft 
half-crown to a genteel fervanc to be the bearer. 
My letter was lately conveyed to his grace ; and the 
fcrvant, after lour hours abfcncc, dining which 
time 1 led the lite of a fiend, returned with a letter 
fbiir times as big as mii^e. Guefs my extafy iat the 
proQicd): of fo hnt a return. I eagerly took the 
pacqnet into my hands^ that trembl^ to receive iu 
i kept it (bme C}me unopened before me, brooding 
over the expelled rreafure Ji contained; when open- 
ing it, as I hope to be faved, gentlemen, his grace 
liad fent me in j) lymeni tor my poem, no bank bills, 
but fix copies of verie, each longer than mine^ ad- 
drefied to hiift upon the fame occafion.'* 

^* A nobleman, cries a member who had hither* 
to been filent, is created as much for the <;onftifion 
of authors as the* catch-pole, riltell^ofda flory, 
gentlemen, which is as true ^is that this pipe is 
madeotclr.;.. When I was delivered of my firil: 
book, 1 owed my taylor f(?r a fuit of cloaths ; but 
that is nothing new, you know, and may be any 
man's cafe as well as ]nwe. Well, owing him for u 
fuit of clMths, and heating that rhj book took verjr 
well, he'ihrt fdr hisihdney,/attd hififfedn^Km being 
paid immediately ; though 1 was nt that time f leh Jh 
fame, for my book run like wiW- fire, yet I was very 
<hort in money^ and being unable to fatisfy his dc» 
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tnaud^poidently reCilvec^ to keep my c-iamber, pre- 
ferring a prifon of my. own chuliog ai liome, lo one 
of iny taylorfs chufiug aWoad. lii vain tiie bailifi^ 
ufed all their arts to decoy me from my citadd ; m 
vain they fent to let me know that a gentleman 
>vaiued lo fpeak with nie at llie next tavern: in vain 
they cauie with an urgent melKige tVoin my aunt: in 
the country : in vain I was told that a j^articular 
Yriend was at t}ie poiiu of death^ and dciiiod to lake 
hi^lafl: fare w el ; 1 was deaf, infenfible, rock, a- 
damant ; the bailifFs could make no impreffion on my 
bardli^art, for 1 efiFe<ftualIy l^ept my liberty by wc^ 
.\er ttirring out of the room'. 

This was very well fur a fortnight ; when one 
morin'ng I received a nioft Ipleudid meliage from 
the Earl of Doomfday, importing that he had l ead 
my book, and was in raptures with every line of it ; 
he impatiently longed to fee the author, and had 
.fome .defigns which luight. turn out greatly to my 
advantage, i paufed upon the contents of lius mej- 
fage, and found there could be no deceit, for'the 
card was g;ilt at the edges, and the bearer,! was told, 
liad cjuice the appearance of a gentleman. \V itnels 
ye powers, how my heart triumj)hed at my own 
importance ! I faw a lonjgpcrfpedcivefelicit}' befbie 
me; I applauded the talte of tlie times, which never 
faw geiiius fbriakeu \ 1 had prepared a iecinirodnc* 
tory i'peech for theocc^on, five glaring compliments 
for his lordfliip, and two more mod eft for myfelf. 
The next morning, therefore, in order to be punc- 
tual to my appointment, I took coach, and ordered 
the fellow to drive to the Arcetand houfe mentioned 
in his lordfhip's addrefi. 1 had the precaution to 

EuU up the windows as I went alon^ to keep off the 
u(y part nf mankind^ 2^nd^ big with expcfSlatiou, 
lancied the coach .neT^r went fafi enouj^h. j/)^ 
. length; however, the wiifhcd for moment of its flop- 
ping arrived : this frr Ibnie time I impatiently ex- 
peiTted , and letting down the door in a tranlpoi^ 
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ill order to take ii previous view of Jns loi cJfTriji's 

m^rlagiii ! i lami4})v>yii<^JHiV iiien eiegaiu itieer^ 
i)uc(t/pikry.laiiie^ not su^ a iiobleniairs do^c, but the 
4bar of a l^n^ing lioufe ; 1 fouiid the eoachiuan 
•had alldih while hee» dn^ing ^ve to j ^1, ^J34 llaw 
iheVailifr ^vitb a 4(evirs face comiiig .gut to fecme 

To a philoropher, no ciicutTWlance, however tiir 
Jftii)^, i»!tQO inuiiiic.^ b^.tiiiU^ illiUuCciuii aud eiufo* 
ii$vkmo»v tiroofiii>m$i^: Wl^i€bt,AV4 p«4lc4 oyer bjr 
the reft..Qf:inaiikina m low^ HH^tf :an(t iiviifiibrent^ 
itiia fimmtUs uofnhri' 4i4i.th(!iib4]^rti^iil^y!i,-.Mrbic)i |o 
iHanyi appear hifigtiifi^smt^.thftt ho.b at laft enabled 
to form general concluiiont : This, therefore^ mult: 
Jietiiy excule for feucJing fofar as China, accounts 
ef manners and follies, which, though najuite ia 
their t)Nvii nature, ferve more truly to charat'terife 





T 







L E T ' T . £ a . XXX. 



THEf SnglUh, Inve i]^t.yc^t brought the art of 
gardening to the. (ame perfe^itioii uith tbcT 

Chinele, but have lately begun to imitate them ; 
nature is novv followed wi»h greater aiiiuuity than 
Ibrnierly ; the trees are fuiVtfied lo fijoot out into 
Ihc utmoit;)axAi)jUnce; jt^ie .iiieanis^ no longer forced 
fi*Oi|i fheir(|]i0^ivelpMeds,k.a^e perjniued to wind along 
the v9lJijM ^fpo«laneous floDvers take place. of the 
fittjidied paitf rre^ au4 the <aanieled meiidov^.oar the 
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tharming 'ate : tlieir defigncvs have not yet attfrifi6d 
« power of uniting ill ft ruction uiih he.uuy. An En- 
iropean will icarccly conceive my meaning, when 1 
'fay, that there is ibarce a gartlen in Cliina which 
do€» not contain iome fine moml^ couched under 
genera) 4efign^ where net one is tatiglit yrifdoni 
as he walks, and feels the force of fome noble truth, 
or^doHoaCe prise0{>t, tefiilting fVoth the dffpofition 
•rf the groves/ ftt^atnft or groctos. Pennit me tx> it 
luflrate what I mean by a deferipiion of my gardens 
at Qiiamfi. My heart ItiH hovers round tholb fccnts 
of former happinefs with plcafure ; and I find iatifc" 
fa<5tion in enjoying ^liem at this diftance^ thougk 
i>tit in imagiflationJ ' ^ - *' -f'-^'-f ' 

You 4efe Aded fvdtn tlietioiife betWeein^rwo grow 
of wect^ planted intiteh H mMn^,- vhat tliej^ wero 
lAnf^eneftr^Ue to Ahe'eye *, while on cMli-lfOffid^fM 
way was adorned with all that Wa*' Wamiful in 
porcelain, llatUary ^ind painting. This pailage 
irom the houfe opened into an area furrounded 
with rocks, flowers, trees and ihvubs j but all fo 
difpofed as.if ^each was the fpontancous produdion 
of nature.' As yotV proceeded forward"oli Ibis Taw ri, 
to your right and left hand were two gates, o^pofite 
each otlm%o(Wy differei^tarebSiedlwe'and delign^ 
and before you lay a temple, built rather with iiii- 
jiute elegance than ollentatioit.' * 

The right hand gate was planned with thentmoft 
fimplicUy, or rather riidenefs ; ivy clafped round 
the pillars, the baleful tfyprefs hting over it ; time 
ieetned to have deftro}^ all the finoothnels of the 
ftone ; two chatnploiis with lifted dabs appeared in 
the a<9^ of guarying its *cee6 1 d^agoAs J^iid Uhf* 
fifhns were feen iii the moft hideous attitwieir, ttl 
deter the fperftator from approaching ; and the per- 
fpeCiive view that lay behind, feemcd dark audi • 
gloomy to the lall degree > the ilranger was tempt- 
i?d to enter only from the motto^ Fe&via virtvyi* « 
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Tlieoppofite gate w^^ fonp^d iu a very different 

iuTifiNig^; flawers lumg iff. wr/^(l;\» ^oupd (be.p^Ui^rs..;. 
fill A49A!Ji|)iated. |iioit;€3(^ 4iicl m^tieilx. 

prefi^cfd * HSr ^pollAi nymphs, wrought by tba 
hand of a matter, in the moll alluring attitudes,, 
Reckoned the itranger to approach i \vh;le all thdt 
lay behind, as far as the eye could i each^ feenied 
gay> luwria^iCj .gnd;,c^pable of afiurcUug, ef^l^i^i 
pleafure., J^tio niojCtp ..WJp^.f .f:o^B^:ib^^ed tp^ invit^ 

. By. cbU tJine ( fancy you >beg'm to perceive, khgt 
the gloomy gate was deligned to rpprefent the road, 
to virtue ; the oppolite, the more agreeable paflage 
to vice. It is but natural to fuppoic, that the lpec'\ 
^ator wa3 always t^mp^ed to ^ufev by j8^^ 
ivhich oftered hiin iwj^pyi^Uurements ^ .J. always^ 
in»l<>ofoffalje^i jofj^Jii^Pk^^^^^ll^tioifl^ i >ut i^c^aily 

fiiiltid ..tblitb#rfO«l^^t«!^ tiller (lycfo jpro^iiitcd 
]toib<9ntiBFtaininenit. • . 

bnmediatcly upon his entering the gate of vice, 

the trees and ilowers were dil'poled in iuch niajiner 

33 to make the molt plealiiig iuipreflion ; but as he 

walked faabcr>^ir ji^e inle^dibly found the gardiCtt 

^hme tlMi.A|r;9f.a»^i)drnHfi^ i^e landlliiQK> begau* 

t^dar.l&f;ij t^ pa^bs ffpm m^ iaxrieoxe, ^le ap^ ^ 

.pcwpd.ia down^ards^ Rightful rocks i^fQf 4 
liaiig -owr iiis head, gloomy .^awns^ in2expedle4 

precipices, awful ruins, heaps of unbuiicd bones, 
aiul terrifying founds, cauled by nni'een waters^ 
began to take place of what at firlt appeared fo 
lovely : it was in vain to attempt returning ; the 
labyrinth was too |uuch perplexed for any but my- 
self to find the way back. In ihortj^ when fui&ci* 
ently imprefled with the horrors of what he faw^ 
«nd the imprudence of his choice, 1 brought him by 
an bidden door, a fhortcr way back into the are^ 
from whence at fiiik he had ilrayedt 
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^' The glSbMy g^>t«^ ilie 
ithhiger ; dAdtfioiSghtllc^e ft^^i^d T-iftfe in its »p* 

pear:tiice to tempt his curioiiry, yet, encouraged by 
the niotto^ he 'generally proceeiieil. The darknefs 
<SFrl>e entrance, the frightful figiires that Teemed 
$o obftrudl his way, the trees of a itloilrti till green ^' 
confptred at iirit to diiguft him 7 as lie Iveift 
ward, however, aiJ begao te o'peo and Weak* a more 
pleafing appearance ; 4>e%i«iflfal' edfcade0» bMt ^ 
ilnwers, tlees 'loaded with fi^k nrrMeiUfini) trriEt!. 
iinexpe(fled brooks, improved tlie fcene ; hfe ho^' 
found that he was afcendinir, s^ud as hi? proceeded, 
all nature ^rew more beautit'id, the prr.rj>c(?i widen- 
ed' as he went higher, eveti.the air iti'elf feemcd to 
become more pure, hus pleafed and^iappy frcJwi* 
unezpe^ed beauties, I -at lait led him to an iM-bourf * 
fh>m whence he could' view the garden and«h#* 
^•ler'countryardund,' dhd- whei'e he-uitght tswtfy 
that'Ae road to Virtue terminated ?h'Happirtcff«i>; ' 

. Thoufih from this defcription yon may imarri'ite^ 
that a valt traci of (rrouud was necciiary to exhibit 
fuclii a plealing -variety in, yet be alliired,' t4>aC'||^ 
hdvi? ften feveral gardehs in Kngland take up fcii 
times the - fpacef whicii- mine tVtd^ Witlibnt half *ttei 
beauty. * A v^ry final! extent of ground' is efMi^to* 
ftrati elegant ^hffe ;'»the greater fooMfi^ rHqulit^/ 
it' maj^ni(icence is in view. There is no f{>ot, though-* 
ever fo Firtle,' which ?! jkilfnl df iigner mif^hr !U7t 
fhiis imprr;ve, fo as to convey a delicate' aiJec;ory, 
iftd imprefs the mind with truihs the moft wiifiU^ 
ahd nec<^ffiiry. Adierrtr ^' • * »• ' • ' • • • •« 

' . • * . ,» '.I • - •» ■-• i ..« 

' • • . ri . it u ' V j.i. • . 

•i {* • , V « . • ' / ' ..: i»' 1 t»i 
:l •. i.-, 4 ^ ' :[ . » */ 1 tjn: > 
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IN alateteeof^icm ^^li my frfcncTltiti Hie coiin^ * 
^ try, a Veiiflemari, With ^ blue ribbon tjti rOtond* 

bis fhoulder, and in a chariot clra^Yn by fix horles, 
pafled fwif'riy by xis/ attended with a numerous train,' 
of captains/ lacquics; and coaches filled vatli women.' 
When we wc^e.^ecover^dXroni ih^ duilA'CM^'ed by his 
c&Talcatde^ diKtcouTtl 'Coritinufe'oar difcbtiYlb Viitliotic 
dtihgef of iUffiieadM^ 1 febfcr^^bd' ra my conipartibh^;^ 
tfcat all ihhftateanJtqiiipage, wliidi lie 'ii^efiied ta* 
dtfpife, would, in China, be regarded w'ith the ut^'j 
/nolt reverence, becanfe fuch diftincftions were al- 
Ntays the reward of nierit ; the greatncfs of a Mi^n- 
d^rinc'^ i-etiihie being, a moft certain inktk 6{ th^ fu* 
per lority of hU abnini*s or vlrmje: ; , 
' TKii gentkfliart T^Whas t^^ is/ ^/I^Ked : , 

my compaiiion, Jias'tib daims tt'om^ hU owi^ ifiierSt to , 
diltincflion ; he is poflfefled neither of abilifi'e^ nor 
"virtue ; it is enough for him that one of his anceftors . 
\Vas poilefled of tliefe qnaliiies two hundred years ' 
before him. There was a time, indeed* when his 
faioilv deferved their titles, but they ar^ Tong.ubcei 
d'^gefierate^ ; and his ahceftors^ foY tnWe than a ^ 
century f Imve'lieen nioi^e and mdrefbUci'toust^ keep 
up the breed of their dogs arid Hbrfcs, than that 'o?* 
their children. This very nobleman, finjjjle as he 
feems, is defcended from a race of ftatefmen and he- 
roes ; but, unluckily, his great grandfathei; marry- 
ing a cook-maid, and ihe having a trifling paflion for .* 
his lordfhip.'s groom, they' fomehow crofledthe ftrain^^^ 
and pfoduc^ an heir, Whd took after bis mother ill [ 
his great Idve to good eating, aiid* his Father in a 
olent affe(ftion for horfe flefh. Thefe paflions have, 
for fooie generations^ paiTed on from father to ibn^ 

♦ 
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aiid are dbw become the charaAeriftics of the famtly^ 
his prefent lordihip being equally remarkable for 

his kitchen ami ftable. r » 

But fuch a nobleman, cried I, deferves our pltjr^ 
thus placed iii lb high a fphcre of life, which only . 
the more expofes to contempt, A king may confer 
titles, but it is pcrfpnal merit alone that infiires;rt«. 
Ipeft,; 1 fuppofe, pdded cha^ fiich neii^^ho aref. 
lo very. unfit to fill up thW; digHity, are d^fcifefl Ijf ; 
theii* equals, ncglecTted by their., in terini-3, ai|^ fcoiji^ . 
dcmned to live ai^o;>g^i}iyoJijgt^i:y (Jqpeudaii^ in,' 
iik(bme Iblitudc, / r" ' • • • 

\ you ^ro ftyi ^ n^ittake^ r?plie^1 my conipa- 

nion-: fpr/tl^bugh this noblc|njan^allraiiger to^^n**^ 
c»-dfity i :tboiigl> he ta^es tvveniy opportimiiies in a 
day o¥letth)g his guefts know how much he dcfpifi» » 
thein ; thbiigli he is poflefled neither of taHe^ wit^^ 
nor vvirdon) j tliougli incapable of improving othefA/ 
byliis couveiTation, and never known to ennch aby 
by his bounty ; yer, for all this, his company is ea- . 
ge|:ly fought after : he ^a Io.rd^ and lhat is ns much ' 
' us mbfli people dcfirc in a companion. Qpa)ity and^ 
tjtfe h>w fiich allureuients, that h'undi:od3 are jready ^ 
to give up all their own importance, to cange, to, 
flatter, to look little, and tp p^ll every plealure 111 , 
coollraint, merely to be among the great, though , 
without tlie lead hopes of improving their under- , 
ftandiug oi- fl^avin^ tjieir generofity ; they might be.^ 
happy among tbeif. equals, but ihofe are defpifed for 
compagy, Where they are defpifed in t^n. You 
few what a crdwd of httinWe coufins, jrard turned 
btaux, and captains on half pay, wefC willing tp » 
make up this great man's retinue ctowQ to h» 
country-feat. Not one of all ihefe that could not 
lead a more comfortable life at home, in their,. 
Wdfiinff of three ijiil lings a week, with their luke- 
Ward 'dinner fef^ed up between two pewter plates- 
ftoni a^cook^^ niop. Yet/j^^ .are wil- ^ 

lmgt6 iin|ergf>^.^ti^^ of. 
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' tW» Whte; tnitcV^ to te ^ tlidiight fo Vive 
••aiit<*^ the gr^^^^ i'/thcf sd-i "Mlli/ig to pafs 
< the fuinniei* m bondage; tho'ugfir cphlcioiis' * they 
'are taken down only to apj^rbvc his' rorclfliip's 
'*'ta(te upon every occalion, lo tag^'dir his ilupid 
J obfervations with 3 verj trtiey to 2^'"'iJc his ftable, 
and dcfcant upon his claict and cookery. 

The pitiful hutriiliadons 'of the gentlemen yc >n' arc 
"irbw.deft-ribing, laid if prrts riic |h miijd of a cunoni 
^ai^ong tSre'TartarH of Kon^i^ ji6t tidi\xt\^ diffimil^ 
this We vift i^bw' cbrtfiderihg*. 'Tlie RufBan?, 
*^vho trade with them> carfy thither a kind of mnni- 
^rooms, which they exchange for Airs of fquhrels, 
^crmins, fables and foxes. Thefe luufluooms the 
«rich Tartars lay up in large^uantiti^s for the win- 
ter' ; "atid ?when a n^bletfian makes a muflirootxi 
Yeaft, aH the i^li^iehboiiVs a^btind at-e inViti^cr. The 
^ionry^ooiliil lare ^e bj^ibofflng, by wfilcli' the 
•'-iirKtcr acqtiire** an irilbxi^ quality, and is ia foi't 
'of drink which the Tartars prize beyond all other. 
'When the nobihty and ladies are aftenibkd, and the 
ceremonies iifual between pcb]5le of Ciiif ir.l^llbn over, 
the niuiliroom broth goes freely ronnd ; they laugh, 
talk -iioiible entendre, grow fuddlccL and become 

'/nie^lMMH-er fert/ who Jove 
moflirMiii bsoch to 4iAraAiofi ns well as the rich, 
buf cannot . afford it at tlic fi' (tjiaml^pod ihemftlves 
oil thefe occafions rdtind the hnts of the rich, and 
Match the opportunities of the ladies and gentle- 
men, as they come down to pafs their liquor ; and 
kold ing a wooden bowl, c^th the delicious fluid, ve- 
ry little altered by filtration, Being (tiil.ftrongly 
tinAnfed with the tttosncating quality. Of this 
tbey drinjt widi the htmoft i&tisfa<ftion ; atid thus 
they get as drbiik ahd as jotial as their betters, 

^'Van Stral:nh:rg^ a writer of credit^ gives ihs fj??!e 
account oj this people. Vide an Hip. Ceograph. dtfcrip- 
Shn iff the northdaflcru parts of Etiro^iand /fjU, p. 307. 

. U 
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• Happy nobility, cries, my companion, \\ho can 

cil with a itrangury : and \yh.9^ wjj^u (ft^r*^4*"^i^f 
arc moft ufeful ; thoujgh we have uot ^'b^.cu^o^^- 
«iong us, i, foreffe, .thai if it were Jnt!fcfduce4,i\\je 
iBij;b£ have many a to^-eater in Engl^^d^ ready to 
drink from the wooden bowl ori tboCe occailons, and 
to praife the flavour of his lordfhip's liquor. As \vc 
}iavc diiFcrent clalics of gciuiy, who knows but we 
inigiu. feea lord hohUng tji^ bpwl ,to a niiniller, a 
knight holding itaq hisl()rdiitujj^iand/afiftip]e 'iquiVjC 
drinlduig it 4<>ubIc,^UlilIed fro^} the lolns^c^f kiiiglu* 
hooci. ;.For my; p^rt, x^iballiiev^r^ ^^^S^k ^4s^5> 
liear a great man's, flatter'erahar^uging iii Iii^i prail^, 
that I uiall hot fancy I behold the wpqden Ik>kv1 ; 
for 1 can fee no reafon why a man, who can live ea- 
dily and happily at home, fliould bear tlie drudgery 
decoruin^4nd the. ii^iperuiieucejof his entert^i^^, 
uiilefs ihcosckateil witU-a .p^ffic^i ^<if. [f^ll^tthsu^^yr^M 
quality ; HhI^^.W; tlio^ 
•froin th<^^grc^c.w,^..d^piQuf,,.^^^^ 



. . .L. E .T. T .E X, ?;xpcil, ,: , , 

0 

AM difgufted, O Fum Iloam I even to ficknefsdiu^ 
gulled. Ir 'it po.fUbl^ to.bcar the prehnupiion of 

thofe iflan4ci*3, whei;i i,hey, pretend u> ipIlrB^^ 
in the eerieihp^jcs 9f; China ? Tlj^^Jay Jt dawn« 
a maxtm, that every pcribn who cptnes from tbehec, 
muft cxprefs bimlelf 4n metaphor, fwear by AUa, 

rail againft wine, an4 behave, and talk, and writ^ 
like a Turjk or Pciifiaa, TUey luakc xio ^iitincUwi* 



I 
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between our elegant mnnners, ?wid the Toluinuous 
barbarities ol 6nr eallern neighbours. Wherever i 
come, 1 niife either diiliclcnce or afloniflituent ; 
ioQic iancji me no Chiiieie, bccauie I am ibrxued 
amreriike a man than a manlier ; and others won-* 
der- td find one banr fivd tboniand sniles^from En* 
' fOBoiii. 'enintd wkhr cchnmon fenfe. Strange^ Ciy^ 
^oiey^ •tihiic alMil who has received his education oc 
" Ach diftance from London, Should have conimou 
^ fenfe J to be born out of England, and yet have 
'common feufe ? impoilible I He muil be Ibuie En- 
gliihman ill difguiie ; his very yi^ge lias nothing 
oi tbd tru^ eaotic harbarity. 

• :iye(fatmiajr. received m invitation from a lady of 
^d^in<ftibrl, f whoy it leeim; had <;pjlcdled, all. her 
lokfliwhkige of! eafteni isimners from fi<5iionft every 

day propagated here, under the titles of Katterii 
TaJes, and Oriental Hiftories. She received me 
very politely, but leemed to wonder, that I neglect- 
ed biinging opium and a tobacco box ; when chairs 
were • drawn for the xei\ of the company^ I- was af- 
figned my place on a cufliion km the floor. ,k wias 
ia-nma-thac.l'protefted tbe.Chinefe ufed chaiit as in 
Em9fm ;?ihesiMerftoQd decoiriflis too well to enter- 
tain rae^with the ordinary civilitie<;, 

• I had fcarce been feated accorcIiiif»; to her clircc^'Li- 
ons, when the footman was ordered to pin anapkiri 
under my chin. This i protelted againit;^ as being 
no way Chtnefe i however^ the ^^ lu)]e company^ 
Iffho it. feems were.aclnbof comnoifleursy gave it 
MaBi«i6Qiiy agahoft^yadd^he napkin was pinned 
aectaKngly.' 

It was impoilible to be anc!;ry with people who 
fcemed to err only iVom an cxccfs of politenefs, and 
I fat contented, cxpetttiug their importunities were 
ROW at an end ; but as ib on as evel* dinner was 
fisrved^ .the lady demanded whether I was for a 
plate df .-beards claws or a. (lice of bird-'s nefts f As 
^fo- wcM idxflies .witk whii:h I was utterly unac* 
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«|ttUinted, I was clefiroilsof eatmg only.'VP'fa&tijknB^ ' 
and therefcire begged to be helped from a pieceiiif 
beef that Itty M tbe fide table r my rvqncib atmietf - 
AiSst^ncctttd ift* wbole tomfp^ny. - A dnn^fe eat 
beef, that ^otlld never be ! there was 1:0 local pro* 
priety in Chinefe beef, ^vhatever there might be in 
Cbinefe pheafant. Sir, faid my entertainer, I think 
1 have iome rcafons to ifancy'inyielfajiidgeof tliefe 
Matters : in fhort^'Cbe- Chineib Mver ear beef ; fii : 
Ibat 1 mnA ^e- pmaitieii to recamneiMl the IPUast^. * 
rti«-e'n^v^ Wa^**beiter drefled ajt P^kisi ; thefTafiFrm 
and rice iM #^11 bbiled, and th^ fpidet'irt perfinflieh^ 
I had no fooner begun to eat what was laid before 
Ttie, than I fonnd the whole company as much a- 
ftonifhed as before ; it feems I made no ufe of my 
chop-ftick»« A grave geotleinaiv^bom 1 takeMbe * 
atra'tttbop^ harangued yety learnedly (as tk9»ctMii^* . 
paAy leeitied to tlunk) upon the afe Which watinfadr * 
' of thtoi in ChSnii t be enceredrhiwafong argt^meaa ' 
innhh himfelf aboiKthfrfrfirft kirrodtidldon, Mrhbtofat 
once appealing to me, who might be fuppofed bieft - 
capable of filencing the inquiry. As the gentleman^ ' 
therefore, took my lilence for a mark of his own 
iiiperk>r fegacity, he wa« refoli^ed xo fair Aie the trii 
utioph : he talked of our cities, mountains, iiad aai* 
jnvLh, as fkmiliatly aa if he had been bom in Qdain* 
fi> bat as enroneoofly aa if a native of the inow^ fc# 
attempted to prove that I* had nothmg ofthetime 
Cbinefe cut in my vifage ; fliewed that ray cheek 
bones Hiould ha"¥e been higher, and my forehead 
broader ; in fhort, he . almoft reafoned me out of 
my country^ and eitciftually perfuaded. the 'X€/StoQ£ 
the compaiiy to be of his opinion, ^ ./ -i 

I wasgoin£to*eicpole his 'miftakai>'nirhc&it< wail 
inilfted, that 7 had nothing of theme eaftem man^ 
ner in niy delivery. This gentUman^s convcrfattt n 
(lays one of the ladies, who was a great reader) ia 
like our own, mere chit chat and common fenle';' 

there i^iioihing like fcafe ia the traeeaiiera iiyicy 
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^here nothing more i9Tequirc<:l but Aiblimity. Oh 
-for an hiltory of AbouUaouris, the grand yoya^cr, 
of genii^ magicians, rocks^ bags of buUcf$| giants^ 
and eQciiaufieus^ where alb is gsMSkt^ohikm^ magttt* 
'fioeiuv and unsutotti^tbre I Mwn^2;WEktM( tfi^ny 

raiiiadefy.lfa0i|bii«reft?ciidb toifiiy^. blQb ibM I bd^r 
IMsIrSeldbtditlM/triieriDaiiM b^^e;CM)^re<I a 
lady's cbin to the fsiow upon the mountains of Bo- 
inek <; a foldier's fwortl to the cloutls that obfcure 
the faoe of heaven. If riches are mentioJied, 1 coii)r 
pare them to the flocks that gra^e the verdanjt X^r 
Hi^^i j£ poveity^.<o. the mids that veiiiiMe-bro^ of 
raonncBako; r' ifliaire tifecl thee and thounpwk^M oor 
^d^ansi^ l teve ddbribedr fallen jfairs: and fplitting ' 
imionlainv miffargdtting the Ibtle Hoiu-ies^ who ' 
inatloe a Tcry pretty figure in every deicription. But 
you ihall hear how I generally begin. Ebcn-ben- - 
boio, who was the fon of Ban, was born on the foggy 
iummits of Bender-abaffi. His beard was wliiter 
thajyt the. feathwtwliiflh yeil theiibwait of tht 
Penjguin! ; his eyes Vere 'lilce tbe. egrca. of doves^ 
MMfranaflicd \^ the de#s of tli#>ttiOf:nittg ;'jbis hair^ 
villSdhf Imngf 'like the villq^ ^veeping over tbe'glaflj^ 
ftream; was fd beofntiful, that ibfeenied to refledl its 
own brightncfs ; and his feet were as the feet of a 
V ild deer, which fieeth to the tops of the mountains,'' 
There, there is the true eaftern tailc for you ; every 
advance made towards, fenfe is only 9 deyiiftiatt 
from fotnid* .EaRern tales, ihenld. alwayA\be fonor 
|Xiiis^*^ty,iiibfical, andinnimaning^ 
. I cMA mot atoid-fmiling torheair a native of £n« 
^ivi attempt to inftru<ft me in the true caflcrn idi« 
om, and after he had looked round ibme time for ap« 
plaufe, I prefumed to aflc him, whether he had ever 
travelled into the ealt I to which he replied in the 
neaatW^ : i demanded, whether be und^rftood Chi* 
itc^.br Jlrabic f to wbkb biemlAyered as before; 
Tbca l|ow> Sir, faid.l^Mx\you pr^ead tordet^niinft 
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upon tlie eaftetil ft}ito, i^ho areOTrirdyT/iftMCqiMifrti 
«d with' the eaAMUvriciwAitf' Take^ ^;*tbe.vonl 
4ffcmt whd is ptof«|Ml):WiMn«fcy9^?)«vhtt'j9:a^ 
Maily ' a^q%i9$i»ted ' mth tht^^frrkhim ^rimn'^ that 

'Vl)at is palmed upo« you daily for an imitaiioii of 
4eaiiern writing, n6 way relemblcs their manner^ 
either in l^iitinient or diction. In the caft, fidiilies 
are feldom ufed;' and nieia|ihors almoft whoMy un^ 
khoWn ; but in Chiiia pardcnlailyy the very*retei^ 
YiP What 7011 allude t0 takes Maire ; mtsoriy^^egmfi* 
in srt^thbd of writing prcnrails there. ' Tke mAxiM 
€lf th^reoimtryy ewrtmcre iiMiittti»tD«iflara^tiraii 
to pleafe, nddrels rarlier the judgment than the fam 
cy; Unlike many authors of Europe, who have na 
confideration ef ihe reader's time, they generally 
leave more^ to be under flood than they e^tprelk i' . t 
Beiides, Sir, yoti^ mull iiot'expctft from ait iiAaf 
liitant of China the (Uaie ignoranee^ tlie'ihme unlei>» 
tered itmphkicy, that .you find in m Ttirk, Periito; 
or tiQtivfe of Pero^ The .CUnefe are«verfed on xh€ 
icitnces as well-ais y6ti, and iaremafters of fcveral 
arts unknown to the peo])]e of Linope. Many of 
tliem are inllru<fted not only in their own national 
]|earning) bnt are perfedtiy well acquainted wiih the 
laarguages and leaniing of the iweik. > if* ny word 
in fuch a cafe is not to be taken, cou/iilt ypvr owa 
travdlefs on this iiead^ who ^iiirm^- that the .(klm^ 
Ian of Pekin and Siam iiiftain tbcokgical tbelea im 
l^atiii. The college of -Mafprend, which is but a 
league from Siam (lays one of your travellers* \ 
came in a body to falute our ambaflador. Nothing 
gave me more iincere pleaibre, than to behold a 
nnniber of prieds, veneraUe- <botb fhmr age^aiid 
modeily, followed by miniber of 'yottttae, of 
all nations, Cbinefe, Japanese, Taaejpmbiii^ ^of 

♦ Journal ou futie du Voyage de Siatn, cn forme de 
Lcltres fa7mrtares, fiiit cfj 168^ ir idHypdr ALL-Hm 
C. fag. 174, edit^ ^v^dcdi-ldSfi^^'^i' • r'* 
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. Cof^iip XJutia^. Pegu, and Siacn, all ti^ilUng tn 

pay thei.c refpecfts in the itioft polite manner 
imaginable. A Cochin Chinefe made an excellent 
J.atiii oratioji upon lUis occailon : he \vas fuccecd* 
eel, ami even outdone, by a ftudent of Ton<piin, 
i^wlilp .9S well ikiilecl in the viftften> }earfi« 
'44Wft*i?U\y Scholar of Pnis^I' .JNqw,: Sir, if youths 
^f.jiv^.^yeQ lUrr^ifcooi.iboiiiie ate fiKpcrfcc^ly ikillod' 
yoijr Jaws bimI Itafning, furelty mors amft^be'.ek- 
^.p^dtftVfrom one like me, who have travelkdlairit^ 
iiy thousand miles, who have conycrfed familiarly 
. for ieyeral years with the Englifli factors eftabliihed 
^.^t Q^ntgu, taiul tbe^ioiifionaries fent us firom eveiy 
J)ajs(o££ur0pe. > The uuaftWled .o£ every counogr 
ncsLvlfstSsmblce^th oAicr, tad a.pagp.ot ovc Coa* 
Ji^cim .Md. jTf ur Jilloiibil ba^e firarce any materia 
..^ diff^reoiftu / i^altcy ^ffi^&ailon^ . flraincd alltifibm^ 
and difgufting finery, are calily attained by thole 
. whochufc to wear them ; they are but too frequent- 
ly the badges of ignorance, or of ftupidity^ when- 
^yer it NYouid endeavauf to pleafe. . 
, 1 was prpceedi(ng iu my diioouxfei.Drluen. looking^ 
ITQuiMti 4 perceived the conipasy no way attentive 
AQ.vrtial; i «aitesnpted y»\th fo much eanieftneft to 
milbrcc. One lady was whifpcrin^ her that fat 
^ext, another .was iludying the merits of a fan, a 
third began lo yawn, and the author himfelf fell 
fait alleep : i thought it, therefore, hi^h time to 
inake a retreat^ nor did the company i'eein to fliew 
soy regret at my preparations, for departure.; even 
the lady wbahadi invitedimey Avitli the nsbft mortit- 
fyiug infesiiibility, law me (eize 'niy hat and rift 
from my cnfliionM nor Was I matted to repeat aiy 
Wifit, becaufe it was found that I aimed at appeat* 
|ng ratlier a rcafouabla creature^ lliau au outlaiidiifa 
ideat« AdieUt * * • * i' 

• • * t " • M \ 

• , t r • • » 

. • , . • : r . • ■» 
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(> ' " !• : .V. . ' T /f- •^•« 11.1 • fi.. .<) } 

.. LETTER XXXIIL . t 

• * * • 

* f ' • • • ' ' * 
. . • . , t%-.. 

-^TKHfi |>olkt afts^rt* in tbia country fubieft 91 
«-.. A* 'inajvj revokitionrtu it^ laws'w politics ; ^mI. 
Iioiily' tlM objeifts f«ncy a)id drefi^ bot even of de^t 
-Itcacy and talte, are dirccfled by th« capiicious \n*^ 
-iluence ofi'alhion. I am told there has been a time 
'''ivhen poetry was univerfally encouraged by tbc. 
great, when men of the firit rank, wot piily patron*. 
>^8sed ifae i^oet, but prodticecl the fiiiift m od^lsi for his 
^imitation : i&ma tbtn-'tbat^tbli fn^'lifli : feki^ foftb 

• read over togetlienw^hb i^phiiie i* pQcjm4>ig Witk 

the fublimity of Memitis, aiid fitpported reW 
ioniiig as ftrong as that of ZinipOi ^ ; • •* 

The nobility are ever fond of wifdom, but they 
alfo are fond of having it without iluc^ ; to read 
poetry required thought, and the Engliih iibbUky 
r|Kefe iiot4s»iid of thinki|ig ; theyifooii| t}ierefore, 
4itaoed tbeir affe^^ns upon rcx&Oj bec^ufe id €ki> 
they might indulge an*happy vacancy, and yetftSI 
have pretenfioiis to delicacy and 'taile as beforet 
They foon brought their numerous dependents into 
an approbation of their pleafures ; wiio in turn led 
their thoufand imitators to feel or feign a fiinilitude 
of paffion. Colonies of iiagers were iiow iittported 
from abroad at a valt expence, and it was expe<^ied 
4he £ngliib nl^iild fpjra .be able t)» ftt ctxamples 
£tirope i ' bSI cbefe expeAations, however, were (boa 
diflipated ; in fpite of the seal whkii fir^tbegreat> 
the ignorant vulgar refufed to be taught to ling t 
and refuled to undergo the ceren)onie8 which wej'e 
to initiate them in thelin(;Ing fraternity. Thustho 
colony from abroad dwindled by degrees ; for they , 
were of them Pelves unfortunately incapable of pro- 
pgating the breed. 
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Mu(ic'li'a;^iixg ilius loft its fpleedour, paindDg: 
no^ becoipe iX^ fole obje<5l of- fafittonAide care |ff 
the title of counoifiettr'iii that m i^-ac pntfentlJbri 

timed ilirug, an admirra auhiide, aod.MC, driiwoi! 

efkoric tones of exclamation, ai c fufKcicnc qualificati- 
dtiS for men of low circumftaiices to curry favdur ; : 
even fonie of tlie young nobility are iheQ>l't!ve* 
early Inftrutfted in handling the pencil, while their » 

v^allsvt cypry apartment co^grcd wid»>.Kbt /i|]9i)lit>' 
fs^ftorea of pottejrjty, : ,v n ^>..«»c 

.'But many .ol* i& .EngU(b'4irtf , not 6^itffliit'#iMdt:i 

giving all their time to this art at home r iome yaung'^ 
men ot diflincftion are found to travel through Eu- 
rope, with no other intent, than that of undeiitajid*": 
ing and colleifling pictures ftudying fcals, and de- 
fcr>bin|j^itali|6S'^ Qiv they travel fVoiii tfajis! C0bii>et: 
of curipfities to tbajt{ ftaUery of pidlvire^a ^vaftcitliiv'l 
prinie .pf ^ 19 wondi^r 1.. ^Uful ilv pi4tu|r^> s igoot; : 
rant jin ni^i y^et impofl&ble -tp, lte< ivolaiiDi^^v be?^h 
caufe their follies take ibelt^r wmw. this names of : 
dplicacy and talle, 

It is true painting fliould have due encouragement ; . 
a$ the painter can undoubtedly fit up our apartments 
iq,^ much more elegant 9)aoner than the uphojtter- / 
er; but );lhot|J.d thinly ^a man ^ finfinqn makes bm.. 
aii indiflT^eiMr^cHange, yvho Jay^.^H all thajt^ tim^; 
in furniOiiiig his houfe, wbi^h ha IhQDld bajife.^ff^ . 
ployed ip the furniture of his head ; a peffon wlip.: 
fbews no other fymptoms of tailethan his cabinet or . 
gallery, niight ^is wfsjl hg'^i^ to me of the furiJiwe .. 
of his kitchen. ,1., . . ^ ' 

1 knpw i\o other mpfijiyp, bnt vanity tjwt induce^/ 
thp' gyjf^ to ttjttify. ft^bo a" mprdiB^u^,: palTion tjM\^ 
piditure^ ; /^ftei; , the pif cf, hp^a^^Mnd^ g^^ Hit 
eight:. or.jt^n daysfucc^ffiv^,. ^he pyrc^afiri^iSfMa^nt 
fure mall furely be over all the fatisfadlion h€..<?att»- 
ibcja ba^e ij^lo^ifeCiW it ;ftotb§r?i>ejai^y be (j^nfider. 



pigitized by Google 



1 



ed as the guavdfan oT^^tiytftlttt^/of t^Wh'lfc iiali^f 
np m:>nner of life ^ his gallery is fiiriiillied not f6r • 
himfeit but ihc conuoilleur^ who is generally Ibme - 
huDible flatterer, ready to feign a rapture lie does ' 
not. feel ; wd-at nctoetfiiry to the bappinei*^ of a ' 
* pi&ure Buyer, as gazers are to th(^ magniScedce-of ^ ^ 
M Afiatk pmcrffioti. ' ' 

. 1 hmm Mcloled a letter firom % yoilth eP^ftIndli« » 
on, on his travels, to liis fathei' in EngVArtd ;'ffl» 
which he appears addidledto no vice, feems obedieht ' 
to his governor, of a good natural difpolition, and' 
fond of iniprovement ; but at the fame time early ' 
taiiglit to regard cabinets and galteries as the oiily 
pjnpper fchocds of iiti]^4vemeAt, and* to cohfider a ' 
fliUlisi fmftores as tbe jn-opereft knowledge' for a* 
loan of qqality. • 
- » My Lord, * . • 

j#< Wehave beenbot two days at Antwerp, where- 
fore 1 have fat down as- foon as pofliblc to give you 
fome ^rxount of yvhac wc have feen fince our arrival,'* 
ilefiroiis of letting no'opportunity pais without S^'rit^ 
ing to ib-gooci afacberv imihediacely iip0h'alight«> 
ingfrom onr Rotterdam machine^ my govefik»fr> wl|o 
is'ilnnKiierately lbtid of pmstings, and attHe lime 
time an excellent judge, would let no time pafs till 
we paid our refpeifis to the church of ihevirgiii 
jiiother, which contains treafure beyond eftiniation. 
We took an infinity of pains in kiioi^ing,its exadi^ 
dimenfion^, and dilfered half a fbbt In ou^ca^lai-' 
timi % fo I leave that to fbme fotdecding mfonhation. ' 
I iisflllly believe my goverlior and X could bavie'KTpa* 
afid died there. There is *fearce a pillar ift the' 
whole church that is not adorned by a Reubens, a 
Vander Meulen, a Vandyke, or a Wovennan. 
What attitudes, carnations and draperies 1 1 am al- • 
mi6ft induced to pity the^Engli^y who ha^ inone of i 
(h^fe ^aqovfitie i^wM^ among itiMm. As we' wdrb 
iiAling t6 let ffip no <>ppdftanky>of dbin^ I^finefs^ 
-wc InwidjMely indent Wall^ iMi^ Mr. -Hogen^ 
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c[Qrii.9^Uofai'3rou haveib frequendj^coialtncnd^d for 
IlU judkioiw.Golle&Mnt .His Ottsiittos «ee hxdeed be>» 
jyoud price i liis intaglioaiiotfo good. *ifa fliewcd u$ 
one of an officiating ilamcn, Vhit4i he thought fo- be 

an antique ; but n^y governor, w Lo is not to be decciv* 
cd in thefe particulars, foon found it to be an avraiit 
fiinquc c:rJo. 1 could iiot^ hov.ever, fufiiciently ad-" 
ini»'-C'(lie genius of Mr. llogendorp, wlio b is be«i 
tible to coUeifl from all parts of the.^^orld a tliou» 
,iand things v^bieh no bod)? knows the oie of« Kx* 
cept yow Ior4Aiip.aiid try govq^hor^ l-dbnot know 
wy body I ;adniire 'firmuth: -t^Ho is; .indeed a fur* 
priiing penius. Tbe next mornipg carJy, as v. e 
were rcloKed to t.ike tbe N^bcle day befoie rs, ve 
fcntour camplii]ienis. to M v. Van Sporcken, defirirg 
to fee his gallery ; which lequeft he very politely 
complied with. His gallery meafures fifty feet by 

niotl of all^ was to fee an holy Aimlly, jufV like your 
lordfhip's, which this ingenious gentleman afliires 
me is the true qriginitl. I own this 5;ave nie inex- 
])rL'llible iniealinels, and I fear it will to your lord- 
ihip, as 1 had flattered my felf^ that the only original 
was in your lordfliifx^.p^fiion. would advife 
yop, however, tojake your's down till its 'merit 
)cai be afirertftined,. my governor. «flbring'3me, that 
lieintendsi to write along difliertatian to prove its 
oj'iginality; One might iludy in this city for ages, 
and itill find fomething new : we v\ent li oni this 
to view the cardinal's liatues, which are really very 
iine ; there wene three fpiB(tia>' Cxecutj^d .in ^ very 
jnaderly manner^ all «rm; in arm the toife^wbicb 
I beard you talk ib niucb pf^israt ldft.dif<;pi»|^fdlo 
he a Hercules (pituiingy and not a- Cleopatra bath- 
ing, as your lordfbip had conje<%ured :. tJUere. Jbas 
been a treatife written to prove it. 
• • *^ My Lord ?1rmly is certaiJily a Goth, a Vandal, 
jio tafte in tiie world for painting. ,1 wondei* how 

wy. caU hm a inaiu)£ taileii.. I'ai&ig. i^wg^ ^be 
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ftreetsof Antwerp afewdajmago, and obferving 
the nakednefs of the inhabitants, he was fo barba* 
' roas as to obTerve^ that he thought the beft n^etboA 
the Flemings eoald take, was to iell their picflnres 
and buy clothes : Ah, Cogllone ! we fliall go to- 
jnovrov/ to Carwardeirs cabinet, a»ul the next day 
we (h'M ice the curiolities collected by Van Ran, 
nnd the day after we fhall pay a vifit to Mount 
Calvary, and after chat— but 1 find iny paper 
iinifhed ; fo with the hioft fincere wifbes for yoi3» 
lordiliip's happjnefs, ami with hopes^ after leaving 
feen Ualy^ that centre of pleafure, to return hoiM 
\vorthy the care and expence which has been.geiier.T 
oufly lakl out in my improvement. 

* / J . . : « t remain, Lord, j^pur's, &c.M • 

- I I I f I 1 1 1 1 I I I mmf^mmmmmm \ mm 

r • » 

-v .: .. • ' • " ' 

- . - n L £ T T E II XXXIV, ' ' 

From Hingl>^, a flave in Per Cm, to Altangiy a travel^ 
li^ 'pMkfipher ofCh€M0, i^ ih<^ vinj if Mo/cow. • 

FORTUNE has made mq the flave of another, 
but naturi^ and inclination render entirely 

fubfervient to you ; a tyrant commatads my body, 
but you are matter of my heart. And yet let not 
thy iuHexible nature condemn me, when I confcfs 
that rfiud my foul flxrink withmycircumftances. I 
feel my mhid, not lefs than my body, bend beneath 
the rigdnrs^ of fervi|tnde \ the matter whom I fer\c 
grd'vf 9 every day more' formidable. In ipite of rca- 
fon, which fhould teach fne to dclpife him, his hi^Je- 
ous image fills even my dreams with hmrror. 

A few days ago a Chriftian flave, who wrought 
in the garden, happenincr to enter an arbour where 
th^ tyrant W4> entertaining tbe^UuUes of hisHaranft 



Digitized by 



I 135 3 



%vith cofFt^e, the unhappy captive was Inftnntly ftab- 
Lied .40} th^ h^2A't {qt his intrufion. I have been 
I pref0^ed tp j^s^pla^e. ; , which> tho«gb kis laborioin^ 
I t^an ^7 foarm^r itatiooy is yet mgre ungr^tef lU^ as 
ic Mngs me nedrer him, ivKole prefencc; excites 
ienCiisons at once of iliiguftand apprehenfion* 

Iiltb what a ftate of niifery are the modern Per- 
lians falien : A nation once f amous for fetting the 
world an example of freedom, is now become a 
I laqd oi tyrants, and a den of Haves. Thehoufclefs 
Tartar oi' JCa.mkatiha, who wjojyi^'his l^rb^ fi«4 hk 
Sftkim fHimoli^led fi'eedoni^ may be envied, if com*. 
par<i4 to tlie;4UQIiCH)d8' xskjko pine here 19 bopelefs 
ii^rvl^ade,. ^sd oirfe tb^ day that gave them bdn^' 
I Isthisjufl: dealing, Heaven! to' render ^ millions 
1 wretched to fwell up the happlnefs of a few f Can- 
not the powerful of this earth be happy without our 
(i^is. and tears ? mud every luxury of the great be 
l^yenrfrom the cal^npities of t^poor.^ muft, 
1 jt muA furisly be|.tliat this jarring .dilcordaat; life is 
1 hm t^pi?el|]40 toSomsifyxxnifi iiaroioDy i thc ibu}s 
i atiwed ip (virttto*J^re^ fli^l; go from Jitoce to fill 
lip the univ«'lal choir vrhere Tien prefides inper« 
1 fpn ; where there /hall be no tyrants to frown, no 
fhackles to bind, nor no whips 10 ihicaien j 
where I Hiall once more meet my father with ra]>- 
ture, and give a loofe to filial piety i wliere J lliall 
1' hang on his neck, and hear the wifdptti of his lips, 
' aod th^nk h^m for.sdl the happiocfs w^bid^ be has 
introdiKrd m€« . 

! Tho wretch whom forttme has made iny mafter, 
ilias lately purchafed fcveral /laves of both lexes ; a- 
inong the reft, I hear a Chriftian captive talked of 
with admiration. The eunuch who bought her, 
, nnd who isaccultoraed to furvf^* beauty yith indif^ 
. jfipr^ijce, fpe4ks of lier wiiji; ei^iotioi). H^r pride, 
rlvDw^v^r, aftoniOiesl^erattendantflgvesnotlersthan 
lier beauty ; it |s rqported .thai ihe refufes the 
l^varm^ft fi^licitatioiis of her JiaugUiy lord he has 

i 1 til 
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even olicreJ to make f>ur wives iiport' 

changiilg hcr religion^ and^cbwforhykig to 'k' 
is prote^te fhfc tftntidt- rePufts fodi extraopdlflftt-y 
of^erb, • and her del^iy is I>crti&pa inteftded 1^ cti-; 

hance her favours, • * . t •* • * 

i h:\ve juli: now (een her ; flie inndvertenily ap-- 
pro.uhed the place wiihoiu a veil here I fat waitiii j. 

ice in el to rci-^anl tlie heaven's alone \siih fixed- 
attention ; there her molt ardent gaze wis directed/ 
Geniui ot the fuii I what imexpeifteil fot'cnels ^-ivhar 
ahiunfa^ed jgftace I he/ b^aty fecmed the traftfp#r€»t ^ 
co*«ririg<yf Viitije/ C^kftkt behig$ cewkl not 4^ear' 

her form, and mixed my admiratkh>'wkh pity. I' 
ro'e from the bank on which I fat, and flie retired ; 
happy that none obfei ved us, for fuch an interyiesr' 
might have been fatal. ^ 
' i h^v'e regarded, I iil ne^, the opnience and tUe^ I 
powder of my tVrant'WkhoiH'^^y ; I faw him -with^ 
a mhid* incapable ^eiijoyingtlie g}fts\ fortfeWc, 
and confequenily reg^dedWm bAld^dlidje*^' • 
iher than eniiched, with its ft9vh\Wii.'-Snt tX j^t^' 
fcnt, when I think that fo much beauty is reftjrvtfcl 
only for him, that fo many charms fliall be lavished . 
on a wretch incapable of feeling the greamefs of i he 
blefHng, I own 1- feel a relut^tance to which 1 have 
hitherto been a ft ranger.- ' ' ^ * 

Bht let notf my fatWerlmjpiitt tfaiefe tine»fy ftnfa. 
tioi s tofotriflh^cr icahreas love. Ko, tie^rtsrletit 
b-thoiighr, that your fon, and the pupilof tho^lfe . 
Fum lloam, could (loop 10 fo degrafding a paffion. 
1 am o!ily di pleafed at leeing ^t)^«^^ch excellence to 

unjulUy difpofed of. * 7, r 1 . 

. Theuiieafine-fsAvhich 1 feel 1^ not for myfdf, but 
for theboautifu! airitttafl. When 1 reflect c 
the barbarity of htriffoi^wholA fhe is deligned, 



oil 
I 



rity, indeed 1 phy lieK. When 1 think that flie inulk 
only fhare one hear r, who defer^ei to cdnVmend^ a 
ihoufand-^cxcufe mc if 1 feel arf^emotlen. whKh 
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tmiveifal benevolence, extorts , from me. As I nni 
convinced tii^you take a pl^afui c Sn thofe ialUcsot* 
bummitji and are pacticulaiJy plesied with coni^ 
paffion, 1 could not avoid dtfcovering the fenfibiliry 
villi which i felt this beautiful ttraiigci's diftreis, 
1 have fur a while forgot in her's, the miferies of 
my own hopelefs fitnaiion. Our tyrant gi ows every 
day .more fevere ; and love, which foftens r.ll other 
minds into, tendernels, (eeaa only to have increafed 
his feveiity. Adieu* 

9 - t 



f • 



LETTER XXXV. 

* 

THE whole Haram is filled with a 'tumnltnous 
joy ; Zelis, the beautiful captive, has confented 

to embrace the religion of Mahoinet, and become 
one of the wives of the falHdiocs Perfian. Ic is im- 
polfible to dcTcribe the tranfport that fits on every 
face on this occalion. Muiic and feailiog fill every 
apartment ; the moft miferable Have feems to for- 
get his chains^ and fympatbizes with thehappineis 
of Moftadad. - The herh we tread beneatli our feet, 
is not made m^re for our ufe, than every flave around 
liim for their iniperlor.s mailer j mere machines of 
obedience, ihey v.ait v i;h filent alliduity, feel his 
pains, and rejoice in his exultation. Heavens i how 
much is requisite to make ore mr.n happy ! 

Twelve of the mod beautiful ilaves, and I among 
the nispbcir^ have got orders to prepare for can yin^ 
him 10 iriumph to the bridal apartment. The blaze 
'of perfumed torches arc to imitate the day ; the 
dancers and fingers are hired at a vail expcnce. 
pThe nuptia]s are to be celebrated ou the approach* 
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ing feafl: of Barbonra, wlten an hundred taels in 
gold are to be diftribtijed among the barren tviv€9» iu 
order to praj' for fertility frotai the approaching union. ^ 
What will not riches procure ! an hundred do^- 

medics, who curfe the tyrant in their Ibuls, are 
conamanded to wear a face of jov and they arejov- 
ful. An hundred flatterers are ordered to attend, * 
and they fill his ears with praife. Beauty, aU-com"> 
manding beauty^ fues for admittance, and'fcatoely 
receives an anfwer 1 even love itielf ieemi to wait 
upon fortune^ or though the paffiou beonly feigned, 
yet it wears every appearance of fincerity ; and what 
greater pleafure can even true fincerity confer^ or 
what would the rich have more ? 

Nothing can exceed the intended magnificence of 
the bridegroom, but the coftly drefles of the bride »' 
liseunuclis, in tfae mofl: foniptuoua habits^ are to * 
coudu<^ him to the' nuptial couch, and wait hia or* 
ders. Six ladies, in all the masnifieence oi Per£a, 
arc directed to nndrefs the brit^. *Their bufinefs 
is to affift, to enconrnge her, to dived her of every 
encumbering part of lier drefs, all but the lafl cover- 
ing ; which, by an artful complication of ribbons, 
is pnrpofely made difiicult to unloofe, and witli 
which Oie 1$ to part relucliantly even x6 the joyftil 
pofieilbr of her beauty. 

Moftadad, O my father, is no |)hilofbpher ; and 
yet he feems perf cc'lly contended with his ignorance. 
Pofiefled of numberlcfs flives, camels and women, 
he delircs no greater pofleflion. He never opened 
the pnge of Mentius, and yet all the ilaves tell nie 
that he is happy. 

Forgive the weaknefi of my nature, if I Ibmetimes 
feel my heart rebellious to the diAatea of wifdom, 
and eager for happinefs like his, Het why wifh fotf 
his wealth with his ignorance ; to be like him, in- 
capable of fentimental pleafure, incapable of feeling 
the happinefs of making others happy, incapable of 
tea€hii>g the beautiful Zeli9 philofopby. 

V 
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Wbat, (hall I, in a tranfport of paifion, give up 
tU^galdeii ineaii^ the uiiivcrfai hainiouy» the uii- 
cbfUieing cficiicc^ for. the pofleifionof an hundred 
camMy ma many flave^ thuty*five beautiful horict) 
Mil levienty-dime fine women ! firft bbft mc to tha 
centra I Degrade me- beneath the moft degraded i 
Pare niy nails^ ye }K)Wers of heaven i ere 1 w ould 
Hoop to fiich an exchange. What, part with philo- 
fbpby, which teaches me tofupprefs my paffions in* 
flead of gratifying them ; which tea<hes me even 
to diveit my foul of paifion ; which teaches fei^enity 
ia the midft of tortures t philofophyt by vrbioh eyfm 
now I am fe irery lerene, and ib very much at eafey 
to be perfoaded to part with it for any other enjoy- 
ment ? Never, never, even though perfuaiion ipoke 
in the accents of Zelis ! 

A female Have informs me, that the bride is to be 
arrayed in a tifliie of ftlver, and her hair adorned 
with rhelargeft pearls of Ormut, But why telze 
you with piirticulars^in which we both are (6 little 
concerned. The pain 1 fed in ieparation throws a 
gloom o«ir my mind^ which, in this feeue of unWer^ 
ril joy, I fear may be attributed to fome other canfe. 
How wretched are thofe who are, like nie, denied 
even the laH reiburce of miiery^ their tears. Adieu. 



LETTER XXXVI. 
From tie Jamc* 

% 

I BEGIN to have doubts, whether wifilom be a« 
lone fafRcientto midce us happy. Whether every 
Hep we make tfi refinement is not an hilec into new 

difquietndes. A mind too vigorous ar^d acftive, 
ferves only to confume tlie foody u> wliich it i> join- 
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ed, as the l ichcft jewels are fooucil found to w^ar 
their leuiii*;s. • ; 

' When we rile in knowledge, as ihe profpei t wid- 
ens, the objects ot'our regard beeping more obA^uie^ 
and the unletterred peai'anr, ^liofc views are only 
diredlcd to the narrow fphere around him, beholds 
nature with k finer relifli, and taftea- her bleiUngf 
wkh a keener appetite^ than the philofopher, whole 
mind attempts to gral'p an uuivei fal fyftein. ! 

As I was feme daj's ago pui Tuing iliis fubjcct a- 
mong a circle ot my fellow iLives, an ancient Ciucbre 
of the number^ equally reinaikable for iiis piety and 
wirdom, feemed touched with my converlationi 
and defired to iUiiftrate what I had been laying with 
an allegory, taken from tbe Zendavefta of ZoixNift* 
er ; by this we (hall be taught^ (fays he,) that they 
who travel in purfuit of wifdoni walk only in ach'* 
cle ; and after all their labour, at lult return to their 
priUiiie ignorance ; and in this alfo we (hall fee, 
tiiat enthuiiailic confidence, or uuiatibl^iiig doubts^ 
teminate all our inquiries. 

- In early times, before myriads of nations covered 
the earth, the whole human race lived together in 
one valley. The fimple inhabitants, furrounded 
on every fide by lofty mountains, knew no other 

world but tlie little ipot to w hich iliey w ere con- 
/ined. They faiicied the heavens bent down to 
»ieet the nio>uuain tops^ and formed an impenetra* 
ble wall to furround them. None had ever yet 
ventured to climb the fteepy cHlT, in order to explore 
thofe regions that lay beyond it ; they knew the 
nature of the ikies only from a tradition, whic}i 
mentioned their being made of adamant ; traditions 
make up the reafonirgs of the limple^ and ferve to 
filence every inquiry. ' 

In this fequeitercd vale, blefled with all the fpon- 
tanepus produifuonsof nature, the honeyed bloiiouip 
the refreihinghrecae,,theglidip£ brook, and golden 
frttitagei ih^.^^p]eJj3Jiabits^3«».iee9ied happy in 
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(heniich^es/ in ^ach'oiher ; ihey defired nogrcatcf; 
plkBiCares,' for ih&y kiiewof noilegiealter ; aiiibici* 
on, pride> and ensy, were vices uiikito^wn amotig, 
Miehi ; 'and froih ilMd peculiar fitii pi icity iof iis pol- 
iK^AorSythe cotintry "was tailed t^e valify of /gnoravct 
At Ictigih, Iio\\ever, an uijlinppy }omli, nioie af- 
pr. inir ilKin ilie reO-, uiulertot k to cliirjlj \ he moun-^ 
tain's (iJe, and examine the fr.niniits Mliich were 
hitherto deemed inacccilibie. The inhabitants IVoni 
beloM^ ^azed with wonder at his intrepidity ; ibme 
a^platiaed hi$ cdfirag&, others tenfored his folly i- 
ItUlfhovvet^ he proceeded towards the pl^ee^hef6 
rfie^'artfr tind' heavens • feemed to uhite^' and W 
length arrived at the wifhed for height^ with extreme 
labour and afHduiiy. 

*' His firft furprife was, tofindilie fkies, not as lie 
expct'ted within his reach, but Hill as far cff as be-- 
£brc ; his amazement increafed when he faw a w ide^ 
ifjctended tegi^ai lyivi^^'m ibfe ^pofite fide of the^ 
mountain ; i>ut it rofe to aftoniibinent, whea~'he be*^ 
liet(Fa^^6iitttr^at*a'diftaike/im^e'^te^ and 
Jbrlng^rhan even that he had jnfl; left behind. * • ' 
As he coniinned to gaze with wonder, a genius,- 
with a look of infniite modelly, approacli?ng, rfFer- 
ed to be his guide and initrutior. The diltanir 
country which you fo much admire, fays the angelic 
being/ is criled i/^s Lar:d if Ccrtaintj • ih that 
charming i^ti^at, fentiinent contributes to refine . 
every fenfual tMitiquefc ; tlie inhabitants are Uefled* 
tFifh every foKd erjoynient, and ftill nrtfre Meflcdin 
a perfect confcioufncfs of tluir own felicity ; igno- 
rance in that couniry is wholly unknov\ n ; ?11 there 
is fatisfiKftion w ithout 'jliny, for evei y pleafure firft 
undergoes the examination of i ealon. As for ire, I 
am called the geKsys cf D em ok ji ration y and am ilati* 
oncd here, in order to conda^ft every adiemufrer to* 
rfcrat lairid of happincfs, through thofe Intervening* 
regions you fee over hung with fogs and dai'knefe,^ 
ajid horrid with forclls, cuiaraCts, caverns, and va- 
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riolis other &apes ^ danger. But follow me, af]4 
In ;iine f may lead yqvk to cbat diilaB|K dcfirabVs hmd 

of tranqinlky. 

The imrcpid tr«ive»lcr iiiinicdiately pi*t himfelf 
under the direction ot* the genius ; and boik jour- 
neying on together, with a liow but agreeable pace^ 
deceived the tedioufnefs of the way by converfauon^ 
The beorhiniqg of the journey feemed to promiA 
true fatistadiion ; but as. tbey proceeded forward^ 
tbe &ies became tnore gloomy, and the way nkqv^ 
intricate ; they often, inadvenently approached the 
brow of Ibnie frightful precipice, or the brink of a 
torrent) and were ob]io;cd to nieafure back their for- 
mer way ; liie glooin increafing as ihey proceeded, 
their pace became more flow ; tliey paufed at ever^ 
flep, frequently ilumUed,. and their diAruft aqd tt* 
suidity ipcrcared. The giniifii Af Ofmonftrai^QU now 
tlitrefore advifed bis pupil to grope upon liandsaiia 
feel, uf a. method, though s^re flow, yetlcfijUabM 

to error. 

.'In this manner they attempted to purfue their 
journey for fon>e lime, when they were overtaken 
by another geiuu«^ who, with ^ piecipicate pace, 
feeiBed,ti»veltiM tbe fame way. .. was iiiftandy 
known by tbe oiber to be iic gcniut 0/ Protabi/itj. 
Hti^ wore two wide extended : wings at bia back^ 
which Hiceflantly waved wjtliout increafing tlie n* 
Jndity- pf his mbuon ; his countenance betrayed a 
confidence, that the ignoraiu might miflake for 
flnceriry ; and lie had but one eye^ whi(;JU wa&£jied 
iu the middle of his foreliead. 

Servant ofUormizda^ cried he, appro$|«Iilng the 
mortal pilgrim, if thon art travelling to tbe Lattd of 
drtiUHtjf how is it pofiible to arrive 4liere under tfaie 

f^uidi|nf:e of a genius who proceeds fiurward fo ilpw« 
y, at^d .is lb little acquainted with tbe way ? follow 
jiie, we (hall foon perforin the journey to where e- 
very pleafme awaii3 our aiTival, 
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Tiie peremptovy tone in Yfhkb this genius fpoke^ 
luid the fpced with which he ^oved forward, indue* 
^ the traveller todiangc bis oondtMftory ajid leaving 

hismodell companion behind, he proceeded forward 
With Ills more confident director, feeming not lit- 
tle pleafed at the incrcalcd velocity of his motion, 

fiut^lbou he i'ound reaibus to iJepent. WheneTer 
a torrent eroded their vvay, his guide taught him tQ 
llefpite theobitacle^ fdunging him in ^ \vheue* 
vera precipice pre&nted, he was directed to fitfig 
)|iniiel f forward. . Thus, each menient miracnloufly 
^leaping, his repeated efcapes only fcrved to increafe 
iiis ji Hide's temerity. He led him, therefore, for- 
.war<d ainidlt infinite dilliculties, till they arrived at 
ihjs borders of.au ocean^ which appeared uiuiaviga- 
^defr^ii^the^ black mitts that lay upon ita fhi*faoe. 
Its unquiet waves were of the darkeil hue, and gave 
uJtve}y reprefentatsoii ol> the various agitatipus of 
'ihe htunaii mind. . 

• Tlie genius of Probability now confefled his teme- 
rity, oAvned his being an improper guide to the La/j J 
Of Cettahityy a country where no jr.ortiil liad ever 
•been permitted to arrive ; but at the fame lime of- » 
HgxwA to fupply the traveller with another conduct- 
lar^ Mfhoihould carry him to the Land vf Confidence^ 
a regioii wher^ tfie.uihabitaot^ lived with the utmofl: 
jrapquility, and tafted alntoft a3 much fatisfadiion 
4U if in the Land of Certainty. Not waiting for a 
Jcply, he flamped three times on the ground, and 
jtallcd forth the Daemon of Error j a gloomy fiend of 
the fervauts of Ariuuuies. The yawning earth gave 
up the reluctant favage, who Cmned unable i» bear 
the light of the day. His fixture was enormoiM^his 
coloar black and hideous^ bis aipe^ betrayed a . 
Ihoufiind varying paflions, and he ipread forth pini- 
ons that were fitted for the mod rapid flight. The 
traveller, at firlt, was fhocked at the fpcd:re ; but 
finding him obedient tafapsrior power^lie afliuned 
his former tr^quility. 
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1 liave caUed yon to duty, cries the gcniii.^ to the , 
claemon, to bear on your bick a loii of nioriality 
over the Oc:an of Do:dts iiUo ihe Laui oj Confidcncs. 
A nqsecTt you'll periuna.yoiu* comnnHion ^ith puno 
-iualiry. And as for you> continncd the genius^ acV- 
dreiiing the traveller; wheu ance 1 have Donnd.tUs 
'tillet round jotir- eyes,. let no voice ofperGiafion^ 
nor threats the molt lerrityiiig, ]>ei fuade you to iin> 
bind it iii order to look rounci ; keep the lillet fall, 
look not at the ocean below, and you may certainly 
\cxpcct to arrive at a region of plt-aibrc. 
: Tiuis faying, and the, traveller' 8| eyes bemg' cb^ 
vercd, tlic djeinon liiuttering curfcs, raifed him oil 
libhaokat{d inftaBtly nj^rhoriiebyliisftrongpiiiaonf^ 
•ilirecfted hia flight aatoug itexiouds. ) Neither ttlie 
.ioudeft thoiider^ nor the 'molt angry' ienipett, cotdd 
' perfuade the traveller to unbind his e}es. The 
cbiinon directed hisfiiaht downwards, and Ikimmecf 
the fijrf ace of tlie ocean ; n ilirniand voices, fonie 
widi loud iave(ftlve,; ctherSiin the iarcaiiic tones of 
contempt, vainly endeavoured to petffliade hiia'te • 
look round ; but he iUllicontinued to k/eep his ty^ 
•covered, and would io all probafaiKty bane ifprrivMl 
•at the happy land, hod not flattery cffecfled ^wfaat 
other n^eans could not pci form, t or now he heard 
liimfelf \velconied on every fide to the prondl'cd 
.land, and an univerlal fliout of joy was fent forth 
at hisiai'e arrival ; the wearied traveller^ deiir^oua 
:of feeing the long wished for cotintvyi, at length 
'pulledi the: fillet fron his eyes, and ventured tio look 
'raundrfaioit. Butbe bad unloofed tUe'faaiuLtooiboi»{ 
he was not jet above half vray. even- The darmp» 
>vho was fliil hovering in the air, and had produced 
thofe f ounds only in order to deceive, w as now freed 
from his commiiTion ; wherefore throwing the a- 
floniflied traveller from his back^ the unhappy 
youth fell headlong lata the fubjacent Ocean of 
Douhta, from , whence heneirer aiter Yras fern ta 
arife. . * :.I 
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r • / ^. L' E T T E. R XXXVIL 

• "j>« • . .... ' 

FtWft Lien Chi Akangir t$ Fum Hoam^ firft Prefidcnt 
• • if the C«K#MI»W Acsdtng^ at Peim in Chinu. » 

WHEN Pannenio, the Grecian, had done (bme- ^ 
thing which excited an univerfal Ihout from 
the furrounding multitude, he was inllantly ih uck 
wth the doubt, that what had their approbation 
miifl: ccorcaiiily be ^rong ; and turnin^to a philofo - 
pher who ftood near him, Fray, nr, (fays he,)* 
ptfdantee; 1 fear l UBipebeea guilty of ibiiie ab* 
ftirdity/' 

You know that I am not lefs than him a defpifer 
of the multitude ; you know that I equally detefl: 
flattery to the great : yet fo many circumftances 
have concurred, to givea luftre to the latter part of 
die prefenc EngUflk'monarch's reign, that I can&or 
withboldgiiijr cwtrflratiim ef praiie: $ 1 cannot avoid 
the Bckno^itdging the crown for once jnft in their 
nnanimous approbation. • * • 

Yet, think not, that battles gained, dominion ex- 
tended, or enemies brought to fubmiHion, are the 
virtues which at prefeut claim my admiration* 
Were. the reigning monarch only famous forbid 
vi(Siorie9> I ihonld regard his charaif^ with iudif- 
ftrefKo ^ the boofb of '^heiroifni ii» tUa enlightened 
age is jaftly regarded tis a .qnaUficaciDn of a very 
fiibc«'ciinate rank, and mankind now begin to louk 
with becou)ing horror on thcl'c foes to man ; the 
virtue in this aged monarch, which I have at pre- 
ftnt'in view^ is one of a much more exalted nature, 
lit one of the moft difficult of attainment, is the leaft 
praifed- of alKisiingly vir^es^ and yet dtfenres the' 
greateft^.prai&s' tboc'virtm^'Itniean is JusTiCB ; a 
llritfi: adniiraftmtiou of jiiftice^ without feverity anil 
^viUu)Ut favour* i c - j 

N 
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Of all virtues^ this is the uioft difficult to be prac- 
tiled by a king Mr ho b as a power to pardon. All 
aneii, even tyrants tbemfel VPS, Jiean tQ^incrcy when 
imbinficd by paiiions or hitereft ; ^he heart natural* 
ly perftiadi^ 'tQ.it>rgittnnr9» and purfuing tbedicA 
tates of tfaisi pleafiAg deceiver, vve are le<l to prefer 
our private fatisfaciion to public utility ; what a 
thorough love for the public, what a Itrong coni- 
mand over the paiiions, what a liuely condudled 
judgineiitniufl: he poilefs, wbao^aies the di(5lates; 
of reaibn to thofe of his Jitflvr^.-aw.preGBi d fbe ftw 
tnre inteceft ef his people ftA.liisowtiJoMafdittUir 
&thfsiAicnf ' .* • • f 

If flill to a man's own, natural bias for tender- 
3icfs. wc add the numerous Iblicitations uiadc by a; 
criniinars friends for mercy ; if wc lurvey a king, 
not only oppofing his owHt feelings, btu relucftantly, 
irefnfing thofe he regac^s^ and ti^ lo Tamsfy lite 
public^ wfaoie erJbeshe iiiay iievcr hear, wbofe grat* 
titiKie he may nesev receive^ this, fureiy Is : fra^f 
greatiiefs ! Let us fancy ourfelves for a moment in- 
this jull old man's place, furrounded by numbers,* 
all foliciting the iamc favom*, a iavour that nature; 
difpofesus to g^^ant^ where theinducemenis to pity 
are laid before m in the ftrongeft light, fuppliaucii 
at onr feet, ibme ready to wt&m a nefoialj noDe 
oppoGng a compliame.i'let us, Ifdy, iuppoie-oiiih' 
lelves in fuch a fituatkni, and I fanty we fliould iinA 
ourfelves more apt to at^ the charac'ter of ..good, 
juuin ed men, than of upright magiftrates. ' I - . 

AVliat contributes to railc juflice above all other 
kingly virtues^ is, that it h feidom ntjteiidtfd with^a^ 
4aej(hare oftapplauic ; and liiofe *whei(|>ra&ifie 
matt .be inflseneed by greater snatives H^w- empty: 
&nie ; the people are generally well pleaied witlu 
a remiilion of punifliment, and ail that wears tlie- 
appearance of humanity ; it is the wife alone w iio 
are qipabie n£ diicerniug than impartial juft ice is. 
the trueft mercy : they know it to be«difiicnli^xei:y 
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^difKcnW; at once to cdflip«lIL<matc, and yet boudctnn 
mn ol^e(5t that plcddt Ibr tendemc& 

I have keen fed into this comnKm place train of 

though r, by a lare ftriking inftance in this country, 
of the impartiality of julHce, and of the king's in- 
fiexibie refolution of iniiicting jniniftiment where ic 
• was jultly clue. A snaii of the iirfl: quality, in a iic, 
either of paflfdn, mdaiicholy or madnefs^ murdered 
iitf lertanc rit waM^enpoAtd, that his iUtioip in life 
"Wtffld 1mm ieflcMd. tkm ignominy of faJs pnniflxp 
knem ikmewr^ lie Msastraigned^ condenMedflnd 
•tjnderwent the fame degrading death with the 
inieaneH nialefai5lor. It was well confidered, that 
^Virtue alone is true nobility ; and that he whofe 
laAions (ink him^ even beneath the vulgar^ has iio 
ir^glR to thole diftiiKSttonir'^wluth ibould .loie the re«- 
•irardsMlyof ttMit;:tt wis^ peribapa^ confidem^ 
43nii ctiwiea wwitu hdpow mmmg the higher 
^feiAer «f pe^le, fw neccfficy expoib them to fewer' 

«niptatit>ns. ' • • / . ^ , * • 

■ Over all «he eaft, ev^n China uot excepted, a per- 
ibn of tlie fcime <pality, guilty of fuoh a crime, 
Might; by giving up a fbam of his fortune to .the 
i^jL^t, buy off his-ftntMce 4Ufa«ie4U'e iev^ral coan^ 
tries ^9tn in ttittK>pe^ where the lervant it entirely 
tlito nrbpMy bf Mt mafter : if a.fkw ItSis his lord, 
*hC' dies <by the molt excniciatin'V tortm es ; but if 
the cii cihnltatices are reverfeii, a finall fine buys oil* 
the pnnifliment of tiie oRender. Happy t lie country 
wiiei e all are equal, where thofe who fit as judges 
have too much integrity to receive a bribe, and. too 
much honour to pity from a fimilitode of the prifen- 
er's title or circumltances v^ith tlieir own. Such is 
England ; yet think not, that it was always equally 
famed for this Ihic't impartiality. There was a 
time, even here, when titles i'oftened the rigours of 
the law ; wiien dignitied wretches were fuifered to 
live, and continue for jears an equal difgrace to 
jnftice and nobility* 

hi 
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To this-dajTy in aneighbouring country, the great 
are often moft icatidaloiifly parduned for tbe jhqSl 
icandalous offence^.* Al pesimir is 0 ill alive, tuonong 
Xhem, vrho bras more tb^'onee ^h^eriicfl tl»e molt 
igiiomiuions (e verity jof juftieo. His Wtii|^ of ihm 
blood royal, however, was thought a fnflicient a- 
tonemeiit for his being a difgrace to humanity. 
This remarkable perfonage took pleafure in ihooting 
ai the paliengers below troin the.lopof bis palace 
and iu tliis moliprincriy amisfiaii^ isfaally ipwt 
ibme time every day.- . JH^^Marjrt .kogsh n^tjs^gned 
Iqr theifrielHia of m:fm[S^m}mik*ittAis. mmmm he 
bad killed, was 'firand/gmUy.of -the -clMirge^ md 
condemned to die. His merciful monarch pardoned 
him in confideraiion of hi& rank and quality. The 
unrepenting criminal foon after renewed his ufual 
entertainment, and iu the iamemdoner killed ano* 
therman.i He was a fiicond tissue eMdemned > and;^ 
^Arange.usthiiik^srikQoiid dmcireceifed bisms^f^fty'i 
pardon 1 Would you believe it i A tbiDditnne-tiit 
"Very fame man was goiUy ol tbefisery .fame fjffamc ; 
a third time, therefore^ the laws-of his eonnti^ 
found him guilty — I wifh, for the honour of huma- 
nity, 1 could fupprefs the reft ! A third time he 

was pardoned. 1 .Will you not thi^k fuph a (lory too 
extraordinary for belief ? Wili you not think me 
defcribing thofavagpiidyabkants.of I Alaa i 

tha ftory is hot u>oijirQe ;«and the co^wpy whfdre 
it was tranfadled i egf^ds itfelf^aa ihe politeft ,im 
iLuiopc. Adieu. : c : ! ' . z,^ :. • 
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C£R£MOKIis^S are 4i£^pnf.j^s ^yejry couiitry, buc 
true politeneis 13 cv/erjr wJ^eifci the (atne* Cere- 
miiw8|. which takenp fi> i»«cfa.of duratteotion, are 
.only anifictal helps w)i|ch igiMMranceaflinnes in order 

to imitate ]X)liteneis, which is the re(Vilt of good 
fenfe and good nature. A perfon pollefled of thole 
qualities, though he had never leen a court, is truly 
agreeable ; and if wUhoutthcm, would continue a 
clQt^n^ {though bo had beeu all hiaiife a. gentleman 

. How vvould a Chinefe^ bred op in the formalities 
of an eaftern court, be regarded^ fhotild he earry 

all his good manner beyond the great wall ? How 
"Would an KniiHlhman, ikilled in all the decorums of 
we (tern good breeding, appear at an cailern enter- 
taiiiBient. I would lie not be reckoned more faiuaft- 
ki^ly iiavage than even his unbred footman i 

Ceremony refenibles that bafe coin which circolatea 
tlirough a country by the royal mandate ; it ferv^s 
every purpofe of real money at home, but i? entirely 
ufelels if carried abroad ; a per Ton \\ ho fliould at- 
tempt to circulate his native tradi in another conn- 
try, would be thought either ridkulous or culpable* 
He is iruly vveli-bred who knows when to value and 
when to d^rpifc iho.ie national peculiarities^ which 
are.regarded by Tome with fa much obfervance< a 
traveller of tafte at once perceives, that the wife are 
I polite all the world over j buc that fools are only 
polite at home. ' 

I have now before me two very fafnionable letters 
iipon the f^me fubje(5t, both written by ladies of dif- 
timflion; one of whom leads die faihion in England^ 
iM^ the other fets* the cerexnoiiie of Cbiaa : they 
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are both regarded In their refj^cc^tive conn tries by all 
the bean-mowde^ n- flandards ol-'t5».{le^ and modelsof 
trnc poliujnefs ; and both give us a true idea ofwhat 
they imagine elegant in their admirers : which of 
them underftands trtiepoHrenefs, or whether either^ 
you {hall be at liberty to determine. The Englifli 
lady writes thus to Tier female confidant. 

As Hive, my dear Charlotte, I believe the co- 
lonel v/ill carry it at laft ; he is a moll irrclillablc 
fellow, that's flat. So well dreiled, lb near, lb. 
Jprightly, unci plays about one i'o agreeably, that I 
vow he has as much fpirits as the Marquis of MoiK 
l<eyman*s Itjalian gfeyHiotind,.' I firft faw'bitn at 
Hatielagh ; lie fliines tbei'e ;* he is nothing ^kbont 
Itanclngh, and Ranelhgh nothing withom him. 
The J)ext day he Tent a card and compliments, de- 
iirincr to wai: on mamma and me to ihe mufic fub- 
Icripiion. He looked all the time with fuch irrefift- 
^able impudence^ that poliiively he had ibmetbing 
in his fjace gave me as much pleafnfre as a pair-royal' 
of naturals in my own hand. He waited t>n mamma' 
and nie next morning to know how we got liome :• 
^'on muit know the infidious devil makes love to ns 
Lutb. Rap \vent the footman at the door ; bounce 
Mcnt my lieart ; I tlioughc he would have rattled 
the houfe down. His chariot drove up to the win- 
dow, with his footman in the prettieft liveries : he 
lias infinitetaile^ that's flat. Mamma hadipent all the 
jnorning at her head $ bnt for my part, 1 was in an 
undrefs to receive him ; quite eaiy, mind that 5 no* 
wny diftnrbed at li is approach : mamma pretended 
10 iic as degagee as I, and yet I faw her blufli in fpite 
oi'lier. Poliiively he is a moll killing devil ! We 
did nothing but laugh all the time he itaid with us ; 
I never heard fo many very good things before : at 
iirft he mifliook mamma for my iifter^ ^^ which 
ihc laughed t then he midook my natural complex* ' 
ion for paint, at wiiich I laughed : and then lie 
ihcwed us apldlure iu the lidot* his fnuff bo3s^ at 
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^hich we all jaiighed. He ^ys picqoet (b ^ery ill; 
and is fo very fond of cards^ aiidloles with luch a 
grace^ that }>o(ttiTe1y he has 111*011 me ; I have fipt a 

cool luuulrecl, but ha've loll luy heart. I iieeil not 
tell you, that he is only a colonel of traia-baiids, 
1 am^ clear Charlaite^- your's for ever. 

. TlieChineftlady addrefies lier confidant^ a poor 
. relation of the iainilyy upon the fame occafion^ in 
"which (he fecnis to underftand deccrtinis even better 
than the Mcllein beauty. You \vho have 1 elided lo 
long in China, will readily acknowledge ihepiOiure 
to be taken from nature ; and by being acquainted 
w hh the Ciiineie cuitoais^ will beuer apprehend the 
lady's meaning. 

From YAOUA to YAYA. 
Papa infifts upon one^ two, three^ four hundred 
tacls from the colonel, my lover, before he parts 
vviih a lock of my hair. Ho, how 1 wiHi the dear 
creature may be able to produce the money, and 
pay papa my .fortune. The colonel is l eckoiied the 
politell: man in all Shenfi. The fir(\ viiit he paid at 
onr houie^ mercy, what ftoopinjg, and cringing, nn4 
ftopping and fidgeting, and. goin^ back, and creeps 
ing forward, there was beti^'een liim and papa : one 
would have thought he had the feveiuecn books 
of ceremonies all by heart. When he was come in- 
to the hall, he liourilhed his hands three times in a 
very graceful manner. Papa, who wonld not be 
outdone, ftouriftied his four, times ; upon this tho 
colonet began ngain, and hoik continnra flonniihing 
fyriimte mtnmes in the poiiteft manner imaginable. 
I was ported in the nlual place behind the fcreen, 
where I law the whole ceremony throngli a flit. Of 
this the colonel was fenlible, for papa infoinied 
him.' 1 would have given the world to have fbevm 
him' my little fhoe8,boi^liad no ^pportnnity. ltVK» 
tliefiifit^tiaie 1 liad ever ^e.bappine& o£iecing an^ 
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mn v-zi pips, mi I iotr« c:t 2ear V^ija, I tfaonglit 
^} ihrx -.5 wozli air jally fca^ tied from my 
11 -.-i- rio. w'^i be Aw«>^ca nK-ii c*.-. : i g^v ; he is 
rc^ko::ca iLi &ru ^^pcd c?.'^ in ihc ^ aole province, 
tor he is ^ » ^'^'^ e\^o dioie 

samral aJv^i^^ts ^re ixpra^ca by id> dreis, wbicli 
is ra«ii.oncb> piu dtacripiscc. His head was cloiis 
JbaTCii, aii hat me crcwD. acd :he h.iir of that was 
braided into a m^it beaisiiQl tail, that rcachtfig 
down to his heel Tt as termina;ed !>▼ a bunch of 
ycjio»T rcfcs. U^n his ciueriiifi; :be room, I 
c^uiJ C2;iiy perceive be had been highly pertunied 
^ hh a.i u'ccikia. EkiL thca his looks, iu» looks, tiiy 
dear laya, were irrcliriAble. Kc kept bi^ eyes 
iteJiatUj dsed on the waU ciiiricg the vholc cere- 
luouy, aiid I iiacerely believe do accident could 
have difco-Tipored his gravity, or drawn his eyes 
away, rviicr a poliie liieiicc of two hours, he gal- 
1 iii;Jy bc^oetl to ha%e the linking women introduc- 
ed, purely for my ariulenieuc. After one of them 
had for iomc lixnc entertained us with her voice^ 
the colonel and ihe retired for fome minutes toge- 
tber, 1 thought they would never have come back ; 
I mu»1 own he is a moft agreeable creature. Lpon 
his return, they again renewed the concert, and he 
coii:*:i;ueii lo raze upoii :he waJi as ufual, vhen, iu 
IcCs iliaii h^lt an hour more, ho, hut he retireti out 
cf :iic room witii auoiber. He is indeed a inolt 
ag ec :blc creature* 

When he came to take his leaw, the whole ce* 
remony began afreih ; papa would fee him , to the- 
door, but the colonel fwofe he wolild rather, fee the 
earth lun:ed upiiae down than permit him to llir a 
ilcp ; and papa ^vas at lalt obliged to comply. As 
fbon as he was got lo the door^ papa went out to 
fee him on liorfeback : hei'e they continued half au 
iKMir, bowing and cringingi before one would mounK 
or*the other .go in tlw eoloudl wanntJaftt W** 
maom».. He .bad icarcc/goae .aa bandccd p9Gfi3. 



Ir6m t^e Ikotije; ^lien papa^ ratlnbg ont^ haVdo'd 
after him, a goodi journey, Upon^ which the eolonel 

returned, and would ice papa into his houfc befojc 
, .ever he would depart. lie was no fooner got home, 
than he fent me a very fine preleiu of duck-egg* 

f«iiate<jL of .twenty mffereQt.pcJouj s., Hiiigenj^rohty 
own has won me/ I have ever finCiC b«w trying " 
.ovet the eight letjie^s of good foHupe;. an4 ha\c 
great hopes,. irA}l Ihw to apprehend is^ ih%t nfter 
lie has married me, and that I am carri^ to hfs 
houfe, clofe (hut up in my chair, when he comes to 
have the firft fight of my face, he may lliut me up 
a fecond time, and fend me back to papa. Howe- 
ver, 1 fhail appear as fine as poilible ^.iqamma and 
I ha^e.b^a to..btiy.th^ cl^thes for.my wedding* I 
am ta.h^vc a new fong waa£ in mj bs^r^ the beak 
ff^hi^mW j^ea^h down to. my npfe s t^iniUitiier 
from whon^ ^e bought thataad our ribbons, cheated 
us as if iixe had no confcience, and fo to quiet mine^ 
I cheated her. All this is fair, you know. I re- 
fasiXn, ipy cle^r . Y ay.a, yfjair e\^f faithful X a p q a,- * j 
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XT'iOU have alway^,tefUfied the higheft eftcfin fbf 
< X' 'Idle Engjiiih. poet8> and thoughcftheni hot infe- . 
rior-to die Greeks^ Romans, or even theChine&i-m 
(he art* ' But it is now thoushr, evein by tfae Englifli 
themfelves, that the race of their poeis is extincfl } 
everyday produces Tome pathetic exclamation upon 
the decadence of tafte and genius. Pegafus, fay 
they, ha& flippt-d the bridal froiu his mouth, ancj 
our tfiodern bards attempt, .tPf-diriecft hiA- #ig^> by 
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Yety mj^ ftietiA, it is onty^md^ tii€ igilot^tfit Miik ' 
4h6h diftHit^fts prevail ; men tsf trw difeafhuient 

can fee fevera! poets lUU amonc^ the Englifh; tbme 
of whom equal, if not fm pais then* predeceHors. . 
The ignorant term that alone poetry, whirli is 
couched in a certain number of fyllables in every 
line, 'where a vapid thought is drawn out into a 
tnimber of Vctfes of lequal length, otid perha^Mi 
polmM whh-l4iyttie«i at the end. fiiit e1«)^kig'ifem 
'ntoi^hts, ftHkirtg imfagcry, eofitiGl^lc^mon, nMilttl 
^defcription, and modulated periodsjttr* ftiAy ftifBcU 
'^it entirely to fill up my idea of this art;, and make 
^ay to every palfion. ' ^ ' : . » : ^ 

If iJiy idea of poetry, therefore, be j«ft, tlie En- 
glift'are net at prefeRC (6 deftitute of po«tical merit 
Has they feem to imag^;. 1 can fee fctei'al points ih 
difgwife *itiong them ; Wen ft^iffciftifed* ^^rixh th«(l 
iftlw^h -of fon], fubfitrnty of ^IfhtHt/fntid grant 
demt-^f e?{pref(ion, which coil ftirutiei the <:h^raaeft 
Many of the writers of iheir iiiodern odes, fonnets, 
ti-agedies or rebufles, it is xrue, defei'vc rtot the 
name, tboush they have done nothing but clink 
rhj:m«(,. mealUrc <ylUble»farjfcars together. 
Thchp Johrifons and 'Sinollets are irnly poets ; 
though, for aught I know, they never made a fingle . 
verfc in thtjir whole lives. - ^ » * 

In every incipient language, the poet and the 
profe writer are very difVincfl in their qualifications ; 
the poet ever proceeds firlt, treading unbeaten paths^ 
enriching native funds, and employed in new 
ndventtfres.' Th€f other follows with ttMire ca«tio4is 
ftepB^-anrd thotigll How iri his ittotknis, treaffares rsp 
tviry oftftil or pleafing difcovery, Bdt when -onud 
all the extent and force of the language is knrwtt; 
• the poet then feems to reft from liis labour, and isW 
length overtaken by his afficiuous purfuer. Both 
charadl^rs are then Wendfcd into one, the hiftoriau 
and orator catch all thcpoet's^flre, and leave Wm no 
real maii^ of diftinAioii, ^^d:^ ijie $ier|ftioa ^ 



• 

numbers regularly returning. Thus> in the decliaih 
of.ancieiii; Jb^uropeau learnings i^n^c^f riu>iig^ 
wrotc.^n profe^ isasa|i|cti apo<t as Lucai^; and 
I^g^^^ thoiig)i but 9s crki^^ wove fahlime tban . 

From this then it appears^ that poetry is not dif. 
continued^ bur altered among the Knglilh at preleiii, 
the outward form teems dilitrent from what it was, 
but poetry iiiUL continues internally (he ikme ; the 
doly qu^tii^a rf mains^ whether ihe tnotnicjfeM ufed 
1^.(1^ ^ood writers, of tJ^ laft ag4?^ qv^tfXipfyMij' 
numbers employed by the good writers of th^, bei 
preferable ? And here the pradice of the laft age 
aj^peai s to nie fupeiior : they I'ubmitted to the re- 
liraint of numbers and fniiilar founds ; and this re-« 
itraijit, inltead of diminilhing, augmented the force 
of their fentiinent and llile. Fancy reftrained , may 
be compared .to d fountain^ .which jdayi highei): by 
* dinriniihing the aperture. Of the truth of thi« max* 
im, in every language, e wy fifi^ Writer ispcrftdily 
ienlible from his own experience ; and yet to ex- 
plain the reafon, w'ould be perhaps as dilliculc as ta 
make a frigid genius profit by the difcovery. * : 

Thei-e is iUll another reafon in favour af the 
pradtice of thelai^.agCyto be drawn from tlie variety, 
of moduladoo. The mufical period 10 profe is eon** 
filwd to (T l9fiiy few ebanges ; the niimberfl in verfe- 
are capable of infinite variation. . I fpeak not now 
from the practice of modern verfe-writers, few of 
>vhom have any idea of raulicai variety, but run on 
isx xi»: fame, monotoumis iiovK through the whole; 
poem /.hot rather from the e:iwample of their for»« 
laer 'poetSr wlm were t<derable mafters 6i this varies 
tyv anil^klfi>'lroiii'a<capaciry in the language of ftill 
aidmitting various unanticipated mufic. 

Several rules have been drawn up for varying the 
poetic ineaiore, and critics have elaborately talked^ 

acoents and (yllaUasu;. but good fea^v ^ 
eaav wbich' tmU jteraietctt taadi^iacc lihat ahme 
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can, in fuch a ctle, determine. The rapturous- 
flawing of joy,' ot the interruptions of iadignationy' 
lieqQiire deceits placed entit^y ^ differ enk, • ' aild a' 
llruAure confbMtie to 'thi etnotioh^ tbfay wmld 
prefi. Changing pafiionSy aiid'minibers-'elittti^iil^- 
with rhofe j5affioli3, iiiake the ^ttolfc leci'et df weF 
tern as well as enflern poetry. In a word, the* 
great faults of the modern profelled Enrriifli poets 
are, that they fee ni to want numbers which Ihould 
vary with the paffioni and are more employi^d in 
defcribing to the imaginatiou^ ibftn- ftriking at tUo 
heart.' Adieu* ! . . ' : 
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SOME time fince, 1 fent thee, Oh holy difciple of 
Confucius ! an account ot the grand abbey, or 
maufoieum of the kings and heroes of this nation. I 
hove fince been introduced to atcniplenot fo aiicient^ 
but far fuperior in beauty and magnificence* In this^ 
which is the moft conlideral^le of the- empire^ thero 
sere no pompous intcriptions; no tflatt^ry paid' tho 
diead, but all is elegant and awfully fimple. There 
are, however, a few raos hung round the walls, 
which have, at a vali: expence, been taken from the 
enemy, iu the prefent^war,^ Th^ filk of which they 
are compoled, vrfaenmew, m^ght be Talucd at half, 
a flrihg of' copper money in China:; yettthis wift 
people fitted out a 9cec aiid ao army in order ta 
feize them ; thoogh^ no>/r grown old, and firarce 
capable of being patched up into a handkerchief.- 
By r his conqueli the Englifli are fald to have gained, » 

and the Fxeocb to^have lott^ much honour*, lia the.' 
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lioDour £tti:^£f!§V.n9tiw&plai:^cl only in igt(prc4 
lijk ? . : 

I)] tills temide.I was |)ennute<l \f> remain during 
fche ^boifi lervice i and were you not alre;^\y ac- 

? [tainted withtbe relidon.ofcb«d£uglifli| you mighty 
rom my deicription^lie inclined to believe tbeni as 
grofsly idolatrous as the difciples of Lao. The idol 
which tlley feem to a<ldre(s, Ilands, like a Cololius, 
over the door oF the inner Lcniple, ^^hich here, as 
with the Jews^ iseiteemed the u)o(l iacred parcolf 
the building. Its. oracles ai'e delivered in aii Jbim- 
dred various tones, which feem toinQ>ire the. W9i> 
Clippers with enthvliarm aiid awe : «ii ^Idi woman, 
who appeared to be the prieftefi, was eni ployed in 
various attitudes^ as (he felt the infpiration. When 
it began to fpeak^ all the people remained fixed in 
filent attention, nodding allent, looking approba- 
tion, appearing highly cdilied by thofe founds, 

yrlucli, lo altraoger^ might iem iiiai:ticiil^6iaiid 
luiineaning. 

When toe idol had done Ipesldng, aJid.tbf prieft* 
•Is bad locked up itt lungs with fi key, obfenring 

almolt all the company leaving the temple, I con- 
cluded the fervice nv:is over, and taking niy hat, was 
going to walk away with the crowd, when I was 
Itopped by tlie man in black, who afiiired me that 
the ceremony had fcarcely^et becun. What, crjed 
do 1 iiot fee alnic^ the whole l>ody of the wor- 
ihlppers leaving the church I Would you perfiiade 
me,rtbac facb 'members, who- |>rofefs jreiigion and 
morality, would, in this fhanielefs manner, quit 
the teaiplc bef ore tlie fervice was concluded ? you 
lurely uiUlake ; not even the Kalmacks would be 
guilty oi'i'uch an indecency^ though all the object 
of their worihip was but a jotnt«ftooL My friend 
leemed to bIo(h for bis eowicrymeoy. aflorvig me 
tbzt .thofe wbrai^ I iaw ronohig away, wore only a 
parcel of mufical blockheads, who& paffion was 
increlv for fouttd^. and whofe heads were as euipty 

O 
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•as a fiddle-cafe ; tliofe who remain behind, fays 
he^ are the truly religious ; they make ufe of nuific 
to warm their heartSj and to lift them to a proper 
^jikcbof rapture ; examine their behaviour^ and 
yon ifVfU amfefk tkere at« fom^ among' us v^ho 
pradtice tme deYotion/ 

' i now l4M)ke<l round me as lie direAed^ bat faV 

nothing of that fervent devotion which he had pro- 
jnifed ; one of the worfhippers appeared to be og- 
ling the company through a glais ; another was 
fervent^ not in addreiies to heaven^ l^ut to his inis- 
tre6 ; a third whifpered^ a Fourth cook fnuff, and 
4;heprieft himfelf^ in k drowQrtoine^ read ovc^^ 
duties of the day. ' 

. : Blefs my eyes^ eried I, as I happened to look to- 

iwards the door, what do I fee ; one of the worfliip- 
' ]^rs I'allen fail a deep, and aifiually funk down on 
Jiis culliion : is he now enjoying the benefit of a 
trance, or does he receive the influence of Ibmc 
myfterious vifion ? Alas, alas ! replied my com^ 
ptniofk', iko filch tking > k^ has only had the mis- 
jAirrane of eating toa hoarty a diqner^ and finds it 
impofiiUe to keep his eyes open/' Turning to an« 
other part of the temple, I perceived a young lady 
jult in the fame circumllances and attitude ; llrange, 
cried 1, can llie too have over-eaten herfelf ? O 
fie^- (replied my friend)^ you now grow cenforious. 
She grow drowfy from eating too much 1 • that 
*would be profanation ! She only^ileeps now^ jErdm 
basing fat up aH^nightat.«thra^ party. '^.nitn me 
svhere i will then^ fays I, I can perceive np'fingle 
lymptom of devotion among the worfhippers, except - * 
from that old woman in the corner, who fits groan- 
ing behind the long iticks of a mourning fan ; fhe, 
indeed, feems greatly edified with what fhe hears. 

Aye, (replied my friend)^ I knew we Ihould 
find fome to catch you.; I kno\V her i thai is thb 
deaA* hidy ^hs^ litcfi in'the cloytfters*' ' . . " 
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y ^n Aort, the^rem^Ihafi of bdterAE>iit* iti almoft all 

rtre worfhippers, and fame even of the giiardiatis^* 
Iti'uck me with furprife j I had been taught to be- 
lieve, that none were ever promoted to offices in 
the tempje, but men remarkable 'for their fuperior 
^ndlty, learning, and recTtitude ; that there was 
no Aich thing heard of^ as perfons being intredueed 
imo'tbe cborch^ nierelj to oblige a ftnator, or ]Mm*. 

' fdr the younger branch of a. noble family :. I 
expected, as their minds were contintsally fct upoa 
heavenly things, to fee their eyes diredled there 
alfo', and hoped, from their behaviour, to perceive 
their inclinatiom correfpondbig with their duty. 
But I am tfioce idformedy 'thai fome are amointed 
tbprei^fcmer temples thejr heVerhrifit ; ajid^ whil* 
lliey neoeiyetalitti^ money/ areicmcexited.with.kc*. 
ting ottora do all the good* , Adieu. ' 

* • 



• t • . • • • 

ErmJSum ffoamfliodkn Cti Mdngl^ the difiomntid 

wanderer the^waj of iHufi^.: 

MUST I ever continue to condemn thy perfe- 
vcrance, ai)d<blafne tha(. cjuriofity which de- 
Uroy:S -chy:jMppilie& -.^ Whac;ye^ pptaiied baivquetj 
wiiae luxury yet iii)^X)o\7i>j| Im rewarded tJPf paiia^ 
fill adv^^r^ i .Nsime a {)l^(brewli^l).tby nativo 
country could not amply procure V fr^e a wiih 
that might not have been iaiibfied in China I Whj^ 
then luch toil, and fuch danger, in j^uvijuif .of 
tures within your reach at home ? 

The Jfciqropeans, yoi),\viU lay, excjel us in/cicKces 
and injact^ i thore.icie9c^s wh^ch b^ou^idi tl|e afpii> 

01 
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isnrcftrMied clefire. TUey may, perim}% 'butSo 
us in the am of building ihips^ caftiog cantiom, or 
meafuriiig niountains^ iHit are tbey fapersor in the; 
greiiteil of all aris^ the art of governiug king4oms 
and ourfelvcs ? • 

"When I compare the hiftory of China with that 
of Europe^ how do i e;Ku}t in hehig a native of tbat^ 
]^u)gdoili| which derives its orlguial from the. fun. 
Upoo4^iiing the Chinefe hiltoiyy I there beliqld' 
Sill tncwkn extended empire^ eftaUiihed bji JaiipB» 
^hieh maiure and reaibn firem- ta hare dmatedii 
The duty of children to their parents, a duty which 
nature implants in every breait, forms the Ihength. 
of that government which has fubfiftedfor time im- 
mctnoriaJ. Filial obedience is^ilie firib aad greatelb 
recpiifiteci'aftate -; by this we become good ful>-> 
jec^ts to cur Mipems, capable of beh»vh>g vitii jaib 
iiibordination to our fopertors, and gratei q1 dcpen* 
dants on heaven ; by this we become fonder of 
marriage, in order to be capable of exaAing obedt* 
ence from others in our turn : by this we become 
good magiftrates ; for early fubmiilion is the tru- 
ed leflbn to thofe who woiUd learu the rule. By 
this the whole ftate may be iaid to reieoible one! 
fymty, of Which %ht Emperor b tlie prbcedkuv £iu 
tber, and frieti<). • ^ 

In this happy region, fe<|neftered from the reft 
of mankind, 1 fee a fucceihon of princes, who in 
general conlidered themfelves as the fathers of theit^ 
people ; a race of philofophers, who bravely conv* 
bated idolatry, prejudice, and tyranny, at the oh 
})en6e of their private biippinefs and immediate re^ 
pntdtion. Whenever an uforper or a tyrant iflXrud^ 
ed into ttteadmininratien^ how have all the^ood 
and great been united againd him ? Can European 
hillory produce an inltancc like that of the twelve 
mand uiiies, who all refolved to apprife the vicious 
Emperor, Tifiang, of the irregularity of his con. 
doec. \ He.^di^ firit ^indertoek the daogoiroiis isik 



iMIffHtlii'tmi^'jb^ tli# cmperort-wAir > fecond. 
Was ordered. to betonneHted^ and then put ^ 

cruel death ; the third undertook the talk with in- 
trepidity, and was inftantly ftabbed by the lyi aiil's 
hand : in this manner they all luflered except one,! 
BiH i¥>5 to he turned from his purpofe, the brave 
An* vi von entering the palace wiih the initruments 
crf^'toMireiu his hand ^ Here^ (cried he, addreil- 
biuifelf to tha ilironc^) 'bere^ O Tifiang, are^ 
tl|o^m2(rkt}rour fsutbfjul fubjeda receive. for their, 
loy'uhy ; 1 am 'wearied whh ferving a ytywti and* 
now come lor my rewavil." 1 he em. r; ftruck 
Miih his intrepidity, inilantly forga , ' boldiiefs 
ot his condiidt, and reformed his on Vhat Eu- 

. ropf€nv.^Dala;caii boait of a tyrant leclaimed 

to loniiy I i • . . 

Wb^a five bretbreii had iet itr e gi'eat £ni- 
perof. Ginibpg alo^e, with hia fai . (lew four oC 
tbeui ; he was Itrnggling with tl, n,. when his* 

guards, coming up, were going i . . the confpii a-' 
tor into a thoufand pieces. No, no, (cried the 
emperor, with a cahn and placid countenance), of 
all hi^ brothers he is the only one remaining ; at 
leaft let of the famiiy be fufFered to live, that 
liist^§rd twtefktB may baye IbiDebody left to feed 
ai>d com&frt them^" 

• When Hi^tong, the laft emperor of the houfe ot 
Ming, law hnnlelf beiieged in his own city by the 
nfurper, he was refolved to iii'ue from his palace 
with fix hundred of liis guards, and &i.ve the e- 
Bemy battle ; l^ut they forfook; him. Being tboa 
without hopes, kind chufing death, rather than to 
faU«lwre into the bands of .a,cebel>:lie^rq|ir9d to bis 
gaf^fD,,.coindn(ftii)g his Iktle slaughter, an olily 
child, io.his hand. There, in a private arbour, un- 
fheathing his fword, he ftabbed the young innocent 
to the heart, and then difpatching himfeU', left, the 
following words, written with his b^ood^ on the 

bocdeie .o^;.;jUi*-vd^ , A* F by .jpy lubjeiSs, 
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aibandoiiel by ihy friends', ufe my body las you will/ 
buc fpare, O fpare my people/* - • • • » k 

An empire wliicli has thus coiumued ij) variably 
the fame for Tuch a long. iucceHion of aoes, which 
thoug]i at lall conquered by tlie Tartars,. lliU fM« 
ibrves hs ancient laws and learmiig ; and may omp^ 
. properly be SAd to aniiex tbt d^ntaimM-of TweMy 
to its empi'e, thto ttricdmit a far«ign conqiMror^ aft- 
empinc as largtf fMl Ktrnq^e, governed' by mieJawy 
acknowledging fubjecJtion to one prince, and expe - 
riencing but one revohjtion ot* any continuance in 
the Ipace of four thoufand years ; this is fomethijig 
ib peculiarly great^that i am naturally led todelpii«f 
^11 other nat&ilsrou tfitf tomp&riron. Hem>wela# 
no religions perff^tSom, m emnky b6Mi^ 
kind for difference in ojrinioir. The difci^kf #8- 
tao Kiutn, the idolatrous ft<Silrie«' of • FoW,- * •nd 
the philofopbical children of Confucius, oi>lyftrive 
10 flicw hy their ai^ions the truth of their dodlrines.' 

Now rin'n from this happy^ peaceful Icene, toiiii* 
' rope^ the iheatre of intrigue, avarieeyUnd umbitionw 
How banyYeroHitibn^ does it ndi-eApenehci^itr tiw 
CompafSi even ofone age ; and^ta^wfam'^d^rtKefti^ 
volntioAsr tend, bnt the deftrn^ioli ^if ituMfatids^ 
veiy great event is replete witli fome new calmiity« 
The feafons of ferenity are pnfled o^er in (ilencejr 
iheir hiftorics feem to fpeak only of theftorm. *' 

There we fee the Romans extending their power 
iFver barbarotte natiinis, and in twn becoming a prey 
fo thofe wbbm they had cqntjuered. We fee tboicf 
barbarians^ wlicn becbme ChriftiMs, ^"g^g^ b» 
eontinnal Van wiflrtlle feHower^ of MAbonet $ or, 
more drenctrnl ftill, deft roying each other. We fee 
t oanciis in the earlier ages authorizing every ini- 
quity ; crufades fpreading defolation in the country 
ieft^ as ^ell as that to be conquered. Exconiinuni^ 
cations frerinjg fubjecfls fromnatnral allegiance, ancl 
peHoadin^to* fedhion ; blood flowing hi tbe fiekH 
and oii/6s3Eblds i to mir ^ 8" ttled asrfttgmaeiits tocon^ 
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vince the recufant ; to heighten the horror of the 
piece, behold it fliaded with waps, jrcbellious^ trea« 
• Ibns. plots, politics, and poifon ! 
' And what advantage has an jr country of Europe 
obta»ned*froai fosbcalamtiics } Scarce any. : Their 
difietirioiis^ for more than a thmtfand years^ have 
AftyeA %b teobe tadi vnhappy, tat have ^iff 
ricM wme. AH iht gretit nitiMM ftttl nearly prfe- 
ferve their ancient limits ; none have been able 16 
fnbdue the other, and fo terminate the difpute. 
France, in fpite of the conquefts of Edward the 
thirds and Henry the fifth, notwithiianding the ef* 
ftra^f Cltiarle»ckie'fB^lli, and Philip th» ieoond> itiU 
flM|i!in»^Mn its ancient KmhSf'. {>}>ain^ Gennany^ 
GrMtfdttteiif^'Pelradli «hefte|C9'i>f tbrMM^;arttt 
Mstly the&me. Wfiateffiid: tfaenlMa Aeldoedef 
fb many thonfand^^ the deftnidHon of fo^viany cities^ 
prodtrced ? Nothing neither great or inconfiderable* 
The Chrilbian princes have lol^ indeed much front 
the enemies of Chriitendom^ but they have gained 
Hefting from each other. Tbenri pnnces, becaufe 
tl^ preftiwedaeWbkion to ju(Uc;e> deferve the ch2l4 
M#lev^o(9eMlt^'•(>•lfm«kM<k i ^bM 4bei« AMrfctt§/b|r 
negleding mmmlUf fero|iii»ii^ kajfcpnimiten 
intereta of fiwiety.*" • • ? » ; 

On whatever fide we regard the hiftory of Europe^ 
we (liall perceive it to be a tillue of crimes, follies, 
and misfortunes, of politics without deiign, and 
^f&% without qmifefiwice* Im tbm long Hit of bii) 
num infirmity> a grettdieMder, a Aittiag nra a* | 
iinijr^bttMtti«M happen Mmrift^ nWoiftfteii SMeCrA 
eeil»ge or h ti4ti«aitd tpbt ki ibe nieA:hicl4biiiiwi1« 
derneft * bat for an Alfred, an Alphonfo, a Frederic 
or one Alexander II f. we meet a thoufand priAcei| 
Mpbo have dii^raced l^UBMOiit yt **r. . v 
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frcpn LleH Cht Altang't^ to Fii?u Hccu/i^ Jit ft VrefiJcnt 
. . 'oj thcQcremwitui jdeadtitf^ ^ ,tckm, 'm Chyiiir\ - 
w ' . ' ' '. ' *• \^ '7 - . »• If .: 

WEhave juft i>cMi^d acic;ount»4i^^) th|i« V#l* 

dead J He^k Mwibcyond the reach t>f -dilMifiivd^ 
ciKttiies, whopwiiikt4iving, degraded hk ^ntitigd^ 
and branded his cbaraOier. Scarce a page ot^ liis 
latter produvtioiis liiat does not betray the agonies 
oF an heart bleeding under the i'courge of muneiit^ 
cd reproach* . Happy^ theretorr^ at.lvkit;, in efcaiiHig 
fiwm taUntty ; ' happy in leaving «:^ii(fgU, ibat vat 
matrorthje iiim and hk writings. * 1 • 

Let ftfaess, my fii^nd^ beibcrw the baafiea <^ the 
great wMi panegyric ; but Aieh a lofs as the workl 
has now fulFered afl'ecita me with ilronger enioiions. 
When a philofophcr dies, 1 conlidcr myfeJt' as loliug 
a patron, an inllr.uctor, and a friend. I conlicier 
Uu^ wodd/aa loiiug one who ittight iirve Jy^c^nli^ 
lier'aaiMlbi the -defolataoiM - of w^ar and anilikioBv 
Mtfraae.' &UKf imj pcodaiM in abondMce ma ca* 

Eable of filling all Uie reqaifite dotieaflp^iith^citjr 1 
ut fhe is niggardly in'tho btrth'oF an eBsa^tfd nnndf 
fcarcely producing in a century a fingle genius to. 
blefs and enlighten a degenerate age. Prodigal iu 
the produ(ftion of kings^ governors^ mandarines, 
jdnuMy.aJi^ courtiers^ ihe feema-.to hgiwt ifoi^giHUWf 
Ibr^aisredhaft time^ibaMfimd .yeara^ tlie manner in 
vrfaicliiAbi<oAce fbeaioidNT breiDsof.a CMbmim^ 
andiwefi k it fte'iias ibrgotten, twhen-^ J>ad woirMr 
gave hi ih fo ver)' bad a reception. 

Whence, my friend, this malevolence, which hat" 
ever purfued the great even 10 the tomb \ whence 
this more than iiend-like difpofition, of eaihittcring 
the lives of tboie ^ho tvottld make w more nviie 
tod more bappy ? • . • 
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. When :I csJBt my eye rov^rtbe fittbs of ft Yicrol jilii^ 

I'.fjpbers, who Imve^- at xlifferetit periodSy fnlig^^ 
eiiecl mankinii, I Diuil confefs it inl'pjrcs nie with 
the molt (Je<^raciing rcflccLioiis on humanity. 
When I read ot" the Itripes of Mciuius, the loi iures 
of Tcbio^ the bowl of Socrates^ and the baih of Sen- 
tea*; viieii 1 iiear of the iierfecotions of Dante^ the 
iflipnilbiiineiU' of Galileo; Uieiirdigoiutf iiiilei cd hj^ 
il#iitegue, th^^faflJoittxsnentof.Cariefiiis; tl^eJnfamjf 
oC-AMKin/*aiKiulmCTO«en Locke iHoiielf^fcapcll iMBdl 
without 1 eproach ; m hen i think on fuch lhbjc<Sls, i 
hefitate whether moft to blame the.iguoranc? orxUjS 
idilany of my fellow creatures. ' . 
• iUioold jmiilodk for the cfaai]a^LBr..o£ Volcairii 
MMngdbe iownalifts and illiterate^riter«.af the 
a^e^ytewiirtiuBPe find hiihicliinbet^rtfcKlsiiia mbm 
tbr, iwuh-a.-head tariifldl toiwirdmi; rnidftan iheatl 
mclihing to vice ; the pdivei s of hb mind, ^ntid Abo 
bafeneis of his principles, forming a detcitablc com 
iralV. But feek for his charaifter among wi iters like 
himfelf^ and yoo /iod hi^ very di&reucly defcribed« 
You perceive him aB lheirAccDunts^ pofieiicd of.goo4 
aiCflTO^ Hoiilflnity^gmataeftof ifoiilj fortiiude^ and 
idttieft e^irry wtiie ^ in tbisIdtfcriptioQ>» .dM^feriKfafi 
' nii^ be fuppoied ; faeft 'ttcqalmited mitt Ue cSmrac^ 
ter^ are unanimous. The. royal Pruflian*^ D*Art 

Irerisf , DiderotJ, D'Alembert, and Fontenelle, coix-» 
pire,in drawing the pidturc, in defcribing the fricjud 
bf man, and tlie patron, of every riling genius. . i 
• An infleidble perftvesance in what he thoUgbl , 
• was right/ -and a generont deceftatien of flatter yy 
fiir»e4the groand 'work of this great man's olourac^ 
ter. ' From ihefe'^principlcs^many ft on^ vimicSjaiHl 
few faults arofe ; as he was warm in his Iriendftiip, 
and feverein rt(entnient, all that mention him fcenv 
pofltlUd of the fame qualities^ and i'peak of him 
vvith rapture or deceftaiion» . A peciba of hi&emi- 
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JiMp4ie9«f h^ve€6windiSwetAJSis to kiftcharaOiflr i 
ev^ry {r^adivr imi^ -be aite enemy or i an* ftdmiver, I 
'i'Tiihi potfoiiegan ilMf cotirre^ot' }^\ory U early >a9 
tke trge eighteen, and even then was author of 
ar/tragedy which dcfcrves applaufe. Polieflcd of a 
I'mall piiirifijony, he prei'erved iiis intlependeiice in 
an age of venahty, and fupporced the dignity of 
learning by teachiiig. kis coteinjx)rary writers to live 
like him^ abme tiie.&vonn of tMgretat.- JHetwai 
fca aiflied Ims n at to i r-i a mi iKry . for.-a^'fatife^ T i p a a tlHl 
io^al eontubinte. He liU aooepceditlroftee:Q£iu<# 
torfafi M tlie-Fi^nch King, but refnTed to keep it> 
"When he found it was prefented only in oiid^r that 
he (hould be the firll ilatterer of the 1 tare. ' I 

Tlie 2:reat Pruliian received hioi as aii ornament 
to his kingj(olom^iand had fdnfe enough .tor value his 
friendikip, 'aii4*{>roiit by ha inftiittdtk>ii8. In ,thk 
CMit'te 4mitiniimtill«'afrai|trigue^>mb^ 
imirid^ieelns )hkheiito:«afeicqiia^So4y obfiged^lMa Jtd 
quit that ^country. His ownfhappmefs^ the happibefl 
df the in6Tiarcli, of hisfijiery of a part of. tlie.coui't^ 
rendered his departure ncccfiary. - \ 

' Tired ac^length of courts, and; aU the follies of t\m 
gieaty <U!rctired[to Switserlahd, a momry o£ Ubeict 
ty, :ivvbm he edjoyedi trani|ttility«aaMdL the mufirb 
Hero^ tttougb iititboiitianyl'taiUi lor snagnsfio^nM 
hMUfy 4vo:iifda% emefi»^ Ua table^ tbf 
ItmmkA and polite of Europe, who w^re * atirad;e4 
by a defire ot* feeing a perfon from whom they had 
« received fo mucii latisfactiwn. The entertainment 
was conduL^ed with the utmoit e]eganc^> and the 
eoa^fcriacioa was that of philofopbers. £y^y couiit 
Iry tboitiat onee 4iiitecL,Ub^y.ao^ fci^sice/vere^tiii 
pf cOfiarfovoorites. The beidg ai^ £iigli(h4»ah wa| 
aaiuiuiau:hBuracflcr that c^iansd' adMvaiiw Md, y«T 

^p0Mfc'i>- ^* • » , .^:>' * '. 1 '.■ 'I 

- Between Voltah e and , the difciples of Confu^liusi 
there are many ditfcrences ; iiowcvcr, being of a 

dAfi:«rei|C Q|ii{iipB does xiot^ iatjy^ leaii^diioiuiittii iMjr 
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eReem ; I am not difplcafed with my brother, be. 
caule he happens to alk our father for favours in a 
different manner from me. \ Let his errors reil in 
peace^ lus.eKcelleo£iea deierv^ adj^uration*); let mm 
Ui'iih the wife admire his wifdom \ let the envious 
^nd the, ignorant ridiculebis foiUea*} tbe fid]y«of 
4>iher8 18 ever mo^ ridsocdous to tbofe who 0X9 
(hemfelves moft fooliih. Adieu, f 
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Frm hUn Chi Aliangt^ to Hi/fgpo, a fldue in Pcrfia. * 

IT is impoffible to form a philofophic fyflem of 
happinefs, which is adapted lo every coiuliiion in 
IJfe, fuice every perfon, who travels in this gi eat 
purfuit^tnkes a fepar^te road. Theidiffevemcoloura^ 
whick fiitt difl^rent jcoihplexions^.^afenbtinort .imm 
rions.tban the difierent pljeafiires appropriated to 
partienlar. minds. The varioDs foAs who. hairo pvc^ - 
tended to ♦rive leflbns to inftruCt men in happinefs^ 
have defcribed their own particular fenfatious with- 
out confideriug ours ; haveonly loaded their dil'cipleft 
ivith conih ainc, without adding to tjieir rea} felkity. 

If 1 find pleafure in danetngThoii^iridiciociais would 
it bf ill me to ptefcribe facfa an, amufejaieiH fiMr^bo 
entertainm^ rit of a erippld ; iboiiId«he^<on'the:4»tfacr. 
liund, place bit chief delight in painting, yet i^nlfl 
he be abfurd in recommending the fame relifli to one 
who had loft the power of diftinguiihing colours. 
General directions are therefore commonly ufelcfs ; 
and to be particular would exUaoft .volumes, fiuce 
mcb individual may re<)mre |i. peculiar iytteni ^ 
precepts ^durcuft his ciiQioe. / I. » . I • u 
Every ttsnd fttiiosHrapaMe c^ entertastiing a cer-) 
tain quantity of bappiDci^.: wiiid^.uo iulURUi)ii^ 
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can hjcreafe^ no circumflances alter, and entirely 
independent on fortune. Let any man compaic 
Ills preient ibrtune \utliihe pall^ Riidhc will proba^ 
hky £u4 bimielt*^ upon the wkole^ neither better trn^ 
ivrorfe than im-meriy. • " 

- 'Gratified: amfaiiiosi, loIr irreparable calainky, may 
prodiiire tranliem fenfatians of pleasure or diih efs, 
Thofe ilorins may difcompofe in proportion as they 
are ttrong, or the muKl is pliant to their iniprdlioii. 
lUit the Ibiil, thoij^h at firit lifted up by the event, 

• is every day operated upon with diminiflied inHu- 
ence, and at length fubiidesuito the level of its ufual 
tranquility* \Sliould fomfc unexpedted turn of for- ~ 
tune take thee from fetters, and place thee on the 
throne, exultation would be natural upon the 
change ; but the temper, like the face, would fbon 
reliune its native fereniry. 

Kvcry wifh, therefore, which leads us to expecfl 
liajpp|iie& fomewbere elfe hoc vrbere we are ; eycfrj 
iauttotion wjiich teaches us that we ihould be bet* 
ter, by hewg jioflefled- Y>f Ibmething new i vhich 
promi&S'pi lifc.ns a ftrp .higher than we are, only 
lays a foundation for uneafinefs, becaufeic contradts 
debts which it cannot repay ; it calls that a good, 
which, when we have found it, will in fadt add 

*^ aocbing CO <iur happiuels* ^ 

• To etijoy the prefent, whtirat regret for tiie paft^ 
im^ iblicinide for tbe futorey liaa been the advice ra* 
ther of poeta thaa ptiilolbphers« And yet the pre« 
cape ieems'roore rational than is generally imagined. 
It is the only general precept rcfpec^ting the purfuit 
of happinefs, that can be applied with propriety to * 
every condition of life. The man of pleafure, the 
Hian of bufinefs, and the philoibpher, are equally 
intet'efted in.iia dilqi^&tion. if wt do not find hap- 
^ki<i6 iii^the prefispt moMic, in ivhait<fliaU we find 
It i Either in refledling on liie paft, or pr6gnofti«. 
eating the future. But let us fee how thei4; are 
paUe of producing fau^aiTUoii^ i 
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y A remembrance of what is paft, and an toticipa* 
tlon of what is to come, ieem to be the two facul* 
ties by which man differs tnoft from othe^r animals. 

Though brutes enjoy them in a limited clegree> 
yet their whole life fcems taken up in the prelenc, 
regardlefs of the pail and future. Man, on tiie con* , 
trary, endeavours to derive his happinefs^ and expe* 
riences thoft of his miferies, from thefe two foi^rces. 

Is this iiiperiority of refledion a prerogative of 
which we ftmU boaft^ and for which we flialt 
thank nature, or is it a misfortune of which we 
.^lould complain and be humble ? Either from the 
ubiife, or from the nature of things, it certainly 
snakes our condiiion more miferable. 

Had we ^ privilege of calling up by the power 
of memory^ only fuch paflages as were pleafing^ 
tinmsxed with fneh as vvere di(aereeable, we might 
then excite at pleaiure an ideal nappinefs, ])erhapa 
more poignant than adlual fcnfaiion. But this is 
jiot the cafe ; the paft is never prefentcd without 
^ I'oine difagreeable circumftance, which tarniihcs all 
its beauty ^ the remembrance of an evil carries in it 
nothing agreeable, and to remember a good is aU 
ways accompanied with regret. Thus we looie 
^ more than we gain by remembrance. 

And we fhali find our expedlation of the futtire to 
be a gift more diftrelsful even than the former. To 
fear an approaching evil, is certainly a molt difa* 
greeablei'eufation i and in expeclingan appi-oaching 
good, we experience the inquietnde of wanting ac- 
m tual pofleffion. 

^ Thns, which evet way we look, the profpedl fa 
• difagreeable. Behind we have lefk pleafurcs. we 
Ihall never more enjoy, and therefore; regret ; and 
before we fee pleafures which we languifh to pol- 
fefs, and are confequently uneafy till we poiiefs 
them. Was there any method of feisdng the preient^ 
unimbittered W fuch refleAions^ then woidd cmt 
. ftate be tolerably eafy. 

P ' 
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This, indeed^ is the endeavoBf.of all mankind, . 
.'Who, untutored by philofophy^ purfue as liiuch «is 
they can, a life of aiuurcment and diffipation. K\e- 

ry rank in life, aiul every fize of uniix^rftantlinir, 
ieenis to IoIIdw thrs alone ; or Jiot pnrining it devi- 
ates from happijicis. Th» niau of ])]eaiurc purfuc^t 
cliiiipation by profeffion ; the man of bufineis pur* 
foes it no lels, as every voluntary la.bour lie under- 
goes is only diffipation in dH^^uife. The philolbpber 
himfelfy even while he realons upon the fubjed^^ 
does it unknowingly, wiiU a \ie\v of clUIipating die 
thoughts of what he w:u, or what lie muli: be. 

The ibbjctl, ilicreloie, comes to tliis : Which is 
the moll jicrfeCt Ibrt cf diliipatiow, pleal'uie, bulinefa, 
l>r philoiopliy f wliich bell ierves to exclude thofe 
uneafy ien&tionfl^ which mimorj or anticiptttku 
{>roduce I 

The cnthufiafm of pleafure charms ondy by inter* 

•vals. The higheit rapture lal'.s only for a moment, 
«ncl all the fejilc-s feeni lb combiiicd, as to be fooii 
tired into languor by the gi aiilicaiion of any iUieof 
them. It is ouly among the poets we hear of men 
changing to one delight, when frftiated witjh another* 
In nature it is very ditterent \ theglottOQ when fet- 
ed with the full meal, is uac^ualified to feel the real 
pleafnre of drinking; ; the drunkard in turn finds 
of Liioie tran(pj''»s which lovers boall in enjoy- 
ment ; and the lover, when cloyed, finds a diminu- 
tion of every other appetite. Tbiis, after a full in- 
dulgence of any one ienfe, the nian of pleafure finds 
a languor in all. is placed in a chafm between palk 
mud ei^peAed enjoyment^ perceives au interval which 
muft be filled up* The preieot can give i^o (atisf ac« 
lipn, becaufe he has already robbed it of every 
charm : a mind thus left without ijnmctliate em* 
ployment, riainrajly recurs to the \y.\{i or tin ore ; 
the rctietitor finds that he was happy, and knows 
that he camot be lb nc»w ; he fee« tkat he may yet 
be happy^ and wifhes the honr was come ; thua ev«* 
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ry period of his centintianee in iDi(^*able, except that 

\ery fhort one of immediate grnniication. Inftead 
of a life of clilliparion, none iias more frcciu nt con- 
verlcitions with di(-ao;reeabie /c//'th'iii he : his ciuhn- 
liaims are but few and trartlicut ; hi^ appetius, like 
angry credtrors, continually making truiilefs Uc- 
.maiids for what he is unable to pay ; and the greats 
er his former pleafares^ the more Itrong his regret^ 
the more impatieut his expectations : a life of plea- 
Aire is^ therefore^ the molt unpleafing life in the 
world. 

Habit has rendered thMnan of biiGnefs more cool 

■to 

in his defires ; he finds lefs regret for palt plcafures, | 
and leis folicltude for thofe to come. 1 he* life he 
now leadSy though tainted in fome meafure with 
liope, is yet ttolt aiili<3ed fo ftrongly with regret, and 
IB left dMded between Ihort lived rapture anrl lull:- 
ing angui^. The pleafures he has enjoy t I a c not 
fo vivid, and ihofe he lias to e^pcCt cannot coiife- ^ ' 
quently create io much anyicly. 

The philofophcr^ who ^fxtends his regaici to all 
mankind, muft liill have a fnialler concern for whac 
has already aiSeiTced^ . or may hereafter sfllct bini- 
felf: the concerns of otbers make. his whole 4ludy^ 
and time ftudy is hts.pleafure ; and this pleafure is 
continuiiin; in its nature, bccauie it can be changed 
at wiil, le.ivnig but few of thofe anxious interval ^ 
whicii arc eri^ployed in ieuicmbrancc cr nntUipa- ^ ' 
tion. i he philofpher, by this means, iciulswalile of 
alniolt contiuued diiiipation ; and reiieCtion^ which ' i 
luu^kes the uneafinefs and mifery of others^ ferves as 
a companion and inftru<Aor to him* 

. Ina word, pofitive happinefs isconftitutional and j 

incapable of increule ; uiiTery is aniticial, and gene- | 
rally proceeds from our folly, rhilofuphy can ad.i lo i 
our happinefs in lio oLucr manner but by diuihiidiing 
our niii'ery : it Hiould not pretend to increase our 
preienc iVock^ but make lis oeconomiils of v\ hat we 
$ire poiielied of. The great ionrce of calamity lies in 

n 
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regret amicipltion t ke; therefere^ is mft incite, 
Vfho thinks of the prefent alone^ resm^Iefs of the 
paft or the future. This is impoflible to a man of 
pleafure ; it is difKcult to the man of bufinefs ; and 
is in fome meafiire attainable by the philofopher. 
Happy were we s31 boro philofophers, ail born with 
a talent of thus diflipating oor OMrn cares^ bgr ipread« 
ing them npcrn aU wAukkid* 
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I'tom Lien CM A/ts^i, U Fum Hoam, firfl- PrefidMi 
tf tbe Ctrmonkil jUadimj M Pcihtp iM CbinOi 

THOUGH the frequent invitations I receive from 
men of diftin(ftion here might excite the vanity 
of fome^ I am quite mortified^ however^ when I con- 
iider the nibtives that inipire their civility. I am 
ient for, not to be treated as a friend, but to &ikfy 
curiofity ; not to be entertained to much as won- 
dered at ; the lame eamettnefi whkh excites them 
to fee a Chinefe, would have made them equally 
proud of a vilit from the rhinoceros. 

From the higheft to the low eft this people feem 
fond of iights and monfters. 1 am told of a perfon 
here, who gets a ^ery comfortaUe livelihood by 
inaking woimers, and then felling or ibewitig them * 
to the people for money^ no matter how infignificant 
they were in the beginning ; by locking them up 
dole, and fliewing for money, they foon became 
prodigies. His firit efiiiy in this ^vay, was to exhi- 
bit himlelf as a wax-work figure behind a glafs door, 
at a puppet-fhow. Thus keeping the fpecfiators at 
a proper diiiance, and having his head adorned 
with a copper ci^wn^ he looked extremely nature/. 
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€nti like the life itfeJJ. He contiimd this exlii- 

fcition with facccfs, till an Involuntary fit of fjieczij}g 
brought him to life before all the fpcc^ators, and 
confequently rendered him for that lime as en- 
tirely ufeleis as tbe peaceable inhabitant of a cata- 

Determined to vifttbe ftatvMsno more, he next le* 
iried contribmsons mder tbe figure of an Indian 
king ; and by painting bis face^ and counterfeiting 
the lavage howl, he frighted feveral ladies and 
children \Niiii amazing lucceft. In this manner, 
therefore^ he might have lived very comfortably,had ^ 
he net been arrelied for a debt that vras contra(^^ed 
^ben be was theiigupe in wax work': thus his (bee 
underwent an involuntary ablution, and he found 
himfelf reduced to htt primitive complexion and in* 
• digence. 

After fome time being freed from gaol, he vns 
now grown wifer, and inilead of making hinifelf a 
"won&r, was refolved only to make wonders. He 
leaned the art of pafting up mttmnges % was never 
lat a loft tor an artificial hfus naturae ; nay, St has 
hetn reported^ tliathe has fidd feven petrified lob- 
fters of his own nianijfa<flure to a noted colIcAor of 
rarities : but this the learned Cracovius Putridus 
has undertaken to reiute iu a very elaborate diilext* 
At J on . 

His laft wonder was nothing more than a baiter ; 
yet by this baiter he gained more than by all hlf 
fbrmer exhibicions. The people it feems had got 
it in their heads^ that a certain nobl^ criminal was 
to be hanged with a filken rope. Now there wa^ 
nothing they fo much dedred to fee as this very 
l ope ; and he was refolved to gratify their curiofity ; 
he, therefore, got one made, not only of filk, but to 
render it the more ftriking, feveral tbrtads of gold 
vere intermixed. The people paU their money 
<mly to (ee filk, but were highly fetisfied when they 
found it was mixed with gold iujto the l^argain. It 
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U fcarce neceliary to mention, that the prcjec^tor fold 
1i!S filkcn rope tor almoll what it hiul colt liim, as 
ibon as the criminal was kjiowii to be lianged iu 
hempen materials. 

By their fondnefs of fights^ one would be apt. to 
smaahie^ that initead of deliringtofee things as they 
" ihouTd be, ihey are rather (blicitoue of feeing ibem 
as they ought not to be. A cat with four legs is 
difregarded, though licver lb ufeful ; bnt if it has 
but two, sna is confequenlly incapable of catching 
mice, it is reckoned ineliiuiable^ fuid every man of 
I tafte is ready to raife the awSieii. A man, though 
in his perfon faultle&*ai an cmal geniusi mighc 
fiarve ; bnt if ftuck over with Itideous wans like a . 
porcu]^ine, his fortune is made forever, and he may 
propagate the breed with inijumity und ap^^lvUiic.. 

A good woman, in my neighbourhood, who was 
bred an habir-maker, though flie handled her nee- 
dle tole rably well, could ibarce get employnlen^ 
but being obliged by an. accident to haire both tier 
hands cut off fsom her elbows^ what would in ano* 
ther country have been her iniin, made her fortone 
liere ; llie now was thought rxjtore rit for her trade 
than before ; bufinels flowed in apace, and all peo- 
ple paid for feeing the maniua-maker who wrought 
without hands. 

A gentleniait flicwing me bis colle<5iion of pidiures^ : 
ftopped at one with peculiar admirotion : there^ < 
cries he, is an ineftimable piece. I gazed at the 
pldture for fotne time, but could fee none of thole 
praces with which he Teemed enraptured ; it appear- 
ed to me the moll paltry piece of the whole coilec- 
tion : 1 therefore demanded where ihoie beauiies 
lay, of which I yet infenfible,. S!r^ cries he^ the 
jtnerit does not cpnfiit in the pieqei^but in the man- 

was ,done. TAe. painter drew 
the whole with his fbot, and hefd the pencil be- 
tween his toes : I bought it at a very great price « 
for peculiar merit ihould ever be rewarded. 
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But tliefe people arc not more fond of woiulei s 
tli ni liberal in rewarding thole who liiow them. 
From the wouderiul dog ot knowledge, at preienc 
under the patronage oi the n(rt>ility^ down to the 
inan with the box, who profedes to ihew the moft im* 
station of ntUure that was ever feen^ they all live iri 
luxury < A iinging woman fhall colle<5^ fubicriptions 
in her own coach and lix ; a fellow lhall make a 
fortinie by toiling a ilraw from his toe to Iiis nofe ; 
one in particular has found, that eating fn c w as the 
jnoit ready way to live ; and another, who gingles 
ieveral bells fixed to hiscap^ is the only man that I 
know of who has reeeived emolument from the la- 
bours -of bis head* 

A young anthor, a man of good nature and learn- 
ing, was conij)laining to nie, fome nights ago, of 
this mifplaced geiiei oliiy of the times. Here, fays 
he, have I I'pent part oi^ my youth in attempting to 
initruc^ and ainuie niy fellow creatures, and all my 
reward b^s been folitude, poverty and reproach ; 
ivbilo a fellow, pofiefled oi even the fmalleft ihare 
of fiddling merit, or who has, perhaps, learned to 
whittle double, is rewarded, applauded, and ca- 
reflcd ! Prythee, young man, fays 1 to him, are you 
ignorant, that in fo large a city as this, it is better 
* ^to be an amuiing than an uleful member of foci- 
cty ? Can you leap up, and touch your feet four 
times before you come to the ground { iVo, ^/r. Can x 
you ]nmp for a man of quality V No^ Sir. Can you 
llancl upon two horfcs at full (peed i ^^o, Sir. Can 
you fv/allow a peiiknife ? / can do nojie of ihcfc it:'icks. 
Why then, cried i, tliere is no oihf r prudent means 
of iubiiitence left, but to apprife the town, that 
yon fpeedil^ intend to eat up you own nofe by 
fubftription. 

I liaye frequently regretted, that none of our eaft- 
ern poftu re-maft ers or ihow*men have ever ventured 
to England. I ftiould he pleafed to fee that money * 
circulate in Alia^ whi«h is now fent to Italy and 
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France in order to bring their vagaboncis hither. 
Several of our tricks would undoubtedly give the 
Englini high latisfadlion. Men of faflilon would he - 
greatly pleafed with tUe pbfturea, M V9el\ as tlie 
condefbenfion of cmr daneitig girb ; and ladies 
would equallj admire the coiulutflors of our fire- 
works. What an agreeable furpnie would it be, to 
fee a huge fellow, with \vhifkcrs, tlafti a cliaiged 
bluiiderbuis full iu a lady's face, without iiuging 
liei* hair, or melting her pomatum ! Perhaps when 
the firft Airprife Was over^ (he might then grow ia- 
iniKaf with danger ; and th^ ladite mifi^t vie Vi4th 
each other in Handing fire with intrepidity. 

But of all the wonders of the eaft, the moft ufefnl • 
and J fhould fancy the niofl plenfing, would be tlie 
looking-glafs of Lao, which reflects the mind as well 
as the body. It is faid^ that the Emperor Chufi nfed 
to make his concubines drefs their heads and tlieir 
hearts in one of theie elailes every mommg ; white 
the lady was at her touet, he would freguemiy look 
over her flioulder ; and it is recorded, that among 
the three hundred which compofed his feraglio, not 
one was found whofe mind was not even more beau-' 
tiFul than her.perfon. 

I maJfe.no ddubt but a glafs in this country Wbidd 
bave the very fkme eSsCl. The £nglifli ladies^ con^'. 
.culnnes and all, Would undoubtedly cut very pretty 
figures in lb faithful a' monitor. There, (bould we 
happen to peep over a lady's fhoulder while drelling, , 
we might be able to fee neither gaming nor ill-na- 
ture > neither pride, debauchery, nor a love of gad- 
ding* We ihould ^nd her^ if any fenfible defe(5l 
appeared in the mind^ more careful in reAifySng it 
than plaiftering up the irreparable decays of tht ^ 
perfon ; nay, 1 am even apt to fancy, that ladies 
would find more real pleafure in this utenfil in pri- 
vate, than in any other bauble imported from ^iii* 

nsk, thou^ aevfu: fo expesifive or amuAng. 
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LETTER XLV- 

To the faine. 

UPON finifliiDg roy laft lett^r^ I retired to rcl>, 
»*efledling upon the wonders of the glafs of 
Lao^ wUhing to be poiiefled of one here^and refolved, 
in facto a cafe^ to oblige every lady vrsrh a fi&ht of 
it for nothing. What fortane denied me w^ing, 
fancy iupplied in a dream : the glafs, I know 
not how, was put into my pofleffion, and 1 could 
perceive feveral ladies approachinjgy foine volunta- 
rily^ others driven forward agasnft their wills, 
by a let of difcontented genis^ whom by intuition 
-J knew were iheir hnlbands. 

The apartment in which I was to Aow awa was 
filled with feveral gaming tables as if juft foriaken ; 
the candles were burnt to the focket, and the liour 
was five o'clock in the morning. Placed at one end *^ 
of the room^ which was of prodigious length, I 
conld more eafily diflinguiih every female figure as 
Ihe marched op from the door ; but guefs my fur- 
pilfe, v^ben I could fciu-ce perceive one blooming or 
agreeable face among the number. This, however, 
I attributed to the early hour, and kindly confider* 
ed, that the face of a lady, jult rilen from bcd^ 
ought always to find a compaiiionate advocate. 

The firft perfon who came up in order to view her 
intellediual face, M^as a conimoner*s wile, who, as I 
afterwards found, being bred, during her virginity, 
in a pawn*broker's fliop, now attempted to make 
up the defe<5ls of breeding and fentiment, by the 
magnificence of her drefs, and the expenfivenefs of 
her aniufements. Mr. Sliownian, cried flie, ap- 
proaching, 1 am told j'ou has fomething to fhew in 
that there fort of niagic-lanthorn, by which folks can 

fee tiiemiSBlves on the inlide« I proteft, as my Lord 
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Beetle faj*s, I am fare it will be vaflly pretty, tor I 
Jiave never feen any thing like it before. Bur how ; 
lire we to ftrip off our cloaths^ and be turned infide 
out ? ii ih, as Lord B^eile fays, i abfolutely declaie 
off ; for I would not Itrip for the world before a 
nrau's fjce ; and fo i /^/// his lordlhip almoft every 
aiight of my Jife." ' I informed the lady, that I 
would dii^it^nfe witK tlie ceremony of ftrippuig, and 
iniincdi'itely pr^fcnted n\y glaili lo her view. 
' As when a iull rate beaiity, after having, with 
diflicnlty, efcaped the fmall jx)x, revilits her favou- 
rite jnirror, that mirror ivhich had repeated the 
flattery of every lover, and even added force to th^ 
compliment ;*expec9ing to iee what had To often 
given her pleafare^ ilie no longer beholds tb^ chte*« 
ried lip, the poliihed forehead, and fpeaking blnfh i 
but an hatetul pliiz, q*jihed into a thoufand feains 
by the hand of deformity; grief, refentment, and 
rage, fill her bofom by turns ; Ihe blames the fates 
and the ftars, but moft of all the unhappy glafsfeeU 
her refentment. So -it was with the lady in quef- 
tion ; ihe had never feen her own snind before, ^axid 
•was now fliocked at its deforipity. One fingle look 
>?vas fiiflicient to faiisfy her curiofny ; 1 held up the- 
glafs to lier face, and ilie fliut her eyes ; no entrea- 
ties could prevail upon her to gaze once more ; fhe 
was even ^ing to fnatch ic from my hands, and 
break it id ^tboujTand pieces. I found it was ttme^ 
therefore, to difmifs her as incorrigible, and fliew 
Jaway to the next that ofiered. 

This was an unmarried lady, who continued in a 
flate of virginity till thirty-lix, and then admitted a 
lover wlien flie defpaircd of an hul'band. No wo- 
man was louder at a revel than flie, perfectly fiee 
hearted, and almoll: in every relpetSt a man ; ihc 
underftood ridicule to perfeAion, and was once 
known even t« fallr out in order to beat the watch. 

Here, you, my dear, with the outlandifli face, 
(fi^ fhe, addreilingnie,) let me take a fiiiglc peep 



Not that I care ihree, damns wbatiigurc I may cut in 
the glafs oFluch an old fafliioned creature : If I am 
aUowed the beauties of the fsice by people of fafliioii^ 
1 know the world will be complaifaiit enough to , 
' toft me the beauties of the mind into the bargain/* 
. 1 lit Id sny glals before licv eyes as ilie ciefired^ r.vid 
jnul!: confcis was Tiiockcd v iih the i ef!e(?"tloii. The 
lady^liow'cv^r^ gazed for fonie time \%i:h the utir.olt 
complacency; and at lafl turning to n^e, with 
the molt (atislied fmile^ iaid^ ihe never could think 
ilie had been half fo hardfbnie. 

Upon her diiiniffion, a lady of diflmiflion wad < 
rfli. :iaiuly hawlcd along to theglr.fs by her huf- 
hand : in bvlnp^ini.'^ Iier torwarcl, as he came firii to 
tilc glals hlinfelr, iiis mind appeared tinctured with 
immoderate jealouiy, and 1 was going lo rcprorch 
him for uiing her wtih fuch feveiity ; but when the 
lady came to prefent herfelf, I inmiedtately rctra<%* . 
ed } for alas ! it Vas i^en that he had but coo much 
irealba for his ridj:icioriS. 

The next >vas a lady who nfiially teized all her 
acquaintance in dciiriiig to be told of her I'aalis, 
^nd then never n;ended any. Upon approaching 
theglafSj I could readily j^crceive vanky, affe<flation, 
^nd ibme other ill-looking blots on her mind i 
wherefore, by my advice, flie immediately fet about 
mending. But I could eafily find flie was nrt earncil 
in the svoik : for as Ihe repaiiCd them on one (ide, , 
liiey generally broke out on another. Thus, after 
• three or four attempts, (lie began to make the or- 
dinary ufe of the glais in ietiling her hair. - 
' T}h9 company now made room for a woman of 
learnings who approached with a flow pace^ and a 
fblemn countenance ; which, for her own fake, I 
c.ml J wiih had been cleaver. Sir, cried ibeliuly, 
flouriflnng her hand, w hich hei I a pinch ofjiiulf, I 
iiiall be enraptured by having presented to my 
view, fimind with which 1 have io longlludied to 
he apquainted : but^ in order to give the fex a pro- 
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per example, I muft lufift, that all the company be 
permitted to look over my fhoulder.** I bowed af- 
lent ; and prefenting the glals, fliewed the lady a 
mind by no means fo tair as ihe had expeAed to fce« 
ill nature, ill placed pride and Ipleen, were too le* 
pible to be miftaken. Nothi iig could be more aimiF- 
111^ than the mirth of ber female companions who 
hail looked over. TheyJiad liated hev tVom the 
begliinincr, and now the apartment echoed with an 
. univerfal laugh. Nothing but a fortitude like her*s 
could have withftood their raillery : fhe ftood it 
however ; and when the burft was exhanfted^ with 
great tranquility (he aflured the company^ that the 
whole was a deceptio vifus; and that fhe was too well 
acqiuiintcd with her own mind to believe any falfe 
reprefentations from another. Thus faying, flie 
retired with a fullen fatisfactron, refolved not to 
mend her faults, but to write a criticifin on the 
mental reflecftor. 

I muft own, by this time, I began myfdf toffaipeA ' 
the fidelity of my mirror ; for as the ladies appeared 
at leaft to have the merit of rifing early, fince they 
were np at live, I was amazed to find nothing of this 
good quality pictured upon their miuds in the re- 
ii^iftion : I was refolved, therefore, to communicate 
my fufpicions to a lady, whofe intelledtnal coimte* 
naiKe appeared more^ fair than any of the reft, not 
taving iibove feventy-nine fpotJ In all. befides flips 
and foibles. I own, youiig woman, faid I, that 
there are fome. virtues upon that mind of your's ; 
but there is ftiil one which 1 do not fee reprefented % 
I mean that of rifing betimes in the morning ; I 
fancy the glafs falfe in that particular/' The yoong 
lad^ fmiled at my itmplicity, and with a Utrfii con- 
fHied, that fhe and the whole company had beeti 
up all night gaming. 

I]y this time all the ladies, e^^cept one, had feen 
themfelves fuccelfively, and dillikcd the ibow, or 

fcolded the ibow-man \ I was refoly#d, howeverj 
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that ihe vfho feemcA to nogkA herrelf^ and was tie- 

g?e<5ied by the refl, fhoold take a view ; and going 
u]> to a col Jier of the room, where flie IHll' continued 
fitting, 1 pi clented my glalii full in her face : here 
it was that I exulted ia my fuccel's ; no blot, no itain^ 
appeared 011 any part of the faithful mirror. As 
when the large^ unwritten page prefents its fiiowy^ 
fyotled bofbm to the writ^r^s faano, ib appeared tho 
glafs to my view. Heret o ye daughters of ^ngli(h 
anceflors, cned I, turn hither and behold an objecfl 
worthy imitation : look npon the mirror now, and 
acknowledge its juIHce, and this woman's pre-emi- 
nence I The ladies^ obeying the fummons^ came up 
in a grouped and, looking on, acknowledged there 
, was ibme truth in' the pi&ure, as the peribn now 
reprefeiited had beendeai> dumb^ and a fool frdm 
her cradle. 

Thus much of my dream I dillin(ftly remember, 
the red was filled with chimseras, enchanted caiiles^. 
and fly ing dragons as ufual. As you, niy. dear Fuin 
Hoam> are particularly verfed in tlie interpretation 
of thole midnight warnings, what pleafure Ihoold I 
find in your explanation ! but that our diftance pre-, 
vents ; I make no doubt, however, but that from 
my defcription you will \ery much venerate the 
good qualities of the Englilh ladies in general, fince 
dreams^ you know, go always by jcontrai'ies. Adieu, 



LETTER XLVI. 
From Lien Chi ji/tafigi, to Hiagpo^ a Jlavc in Pcrfia. 

YOUR laft letters betray a mind feemingly fond 
of wifdom, yet tempefted by a thoufand vari* 

oos pafldons. You woula fondly perfuade me, that 
my former leilbns ftili influenf:e your conduft. and 



yet your mind fimns not Ictk cndaved tban your 
body. Knowledge, Wifilom^ ernditioni arts, and 
elegance, \yhat are they, but the mere trappings of 
the mind, if they do not fei ve to inci cnie the Imjv 
piuefs of the pofleHbr ? A mind rightly inftiiiited 
in the fchool of philofophy, acquires at once th* 
liability of the oak, and the flexibility of the ofier. 
The trueft manner of lefleniog .our ironies, is to 
Ihrink from their prefliire ; is . to . confels that vie 
feel them. 

Tlie fortitude of European fages is but a dream ; 
for where lies the merit in being iiifenfible to the 
(Irokes of fortune, or in diflembling our fenfibility ; 
if we are infcnliblei that arifea only from an happy - 
eonttitntion ; that is a Ueffing previoufly granted 
hy heaven, and which no art can .procure, no inlli- 
tutions improve. 

If we diflenible our feelings, we only artificially 
endeavour to pcrfuadc others that we enjoy privi- 
leges which we acttually do not poflefs. Thus, 
while we endeavour to q>pear haj^y, we feel at 
once all the pong^ of internal mifery, and all the 
lelf reproaching conichmfuefs' of endeavouring to 
deceive. 

J know but of two feels of philofophers in tlie 
world that have endeavoured to inculcate, that for- 
titude is but an imaginary virtue ; i mean the fol- 
lowers of Confucius, and thoie who profefs the doc- 
trines of ChriiL All other fe<fts teach piide under 
misfortunes ; they alone teach humility. Night, fays 
our Chinefe philofopher, not more furely follows 
day, than groans and tears grow out of pain ; when 
misfortunes, therefore, opprcfs, when tyrants threat- 
en, it is our interelt, it is our duty, to fly even to dii^ 
fipation for fupport, toieek redrefs from friendlhip, 
to feek redrefs from that bcft of friends, v^rho loved 
ns'liito being. 

Philofophers, my fon, have longdeclaimed againft 
the paffious, as being tiie fource of all our miiieries i 
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tliey are the fonrce of all our ivi'isfortiincs, I c^vl], 
but ihf^y are the foiirce of our plcafmes too : and 
every endeavour of our lives^ and all the inftitutions 
of phtlofophy, fltcnild tend 10 thi$, not to difienible 
an zbfenee of paifion^ bisc to repel thofe which lead 
to Vice by thofe whtch dhecft to virtue. 

The foul may be compared to a field of battle, 
vhere two armies are ready every moment to en- 
counter ; not a iingle vice but has a more powerful 
opponent ; and not one virtue, but may be over* 
l>orne by a combination of wea. Reafbn gpides the 
bands of either boft ; nor can it fubdne we paffion 
but by the affiftanee of mother. Thus^ as a bark 
. on every fide befet with ftorms, enjoys a llate of 
. reft, fo does the mind, when influenced by a jult 
cquipoife of the pafiions, enjoy tranquility. 

i have nfod Inch means as my little fortune would 
admit, to procure jroor freedom. 1 have lately 
written to the governor of Argun to pay your ran- 
Ibm^ though at the expence of all the wealth I 
brought with me from China, If wc become poor, 
vre lhall at Icall have the pleafure of heaving pover- 
ty together ; for wliat is fatigue or famine, whea 
veighed againfl friendibip and freedom*. Adieu, 



LETTER XLVII. 
Ffpm LitH Chi Akmngi U fMtrciaai in jlmftcrdam. 

HAPPENING fbmedays ago to call at a painter's 
toamufe myfelf in examining fomepictmcs (I 
had no defign to buy) it furpriftd n^e to fee a young 
Prince in the working room., drelled in a painter's 
apron, and aifiduoudy learning the ti*adei We in- 
fiantly remembered to have feeu each other i and 
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^^frer the Dfual compliments, I flood by while he 
cantlnued to paint an. As every thing done by the 

nch is praWed, as j^rinccs here, as well as in Cliina, 
are never w ithoiit followers, three or four perlbus, 
'who had ihe appearance ot gentlemen, were placed 

behind^^to coniibrt and applaud him at every 

llrokc. 

Need I tdl^ that itftniek sne whh rery difagrce- 
able firaratimt, to Stem yooth, who, by his ftation 

in life, had it in his power to be ufeful to thoufands, 
thus letting his mind run to waite ujx>n canvafs, at 
the fame lime fancying himfelf improving in taite^ 
and filling his rank with proper decorum* 

Aa iemng an error, ana attempting to redrefs it, 
are Mly one and the fame with me, 1 toolc ooc^dfen, 
nipon his lordfhtp^s defiring wy opinion of aChin«fe 
. fcroll, intended for the frame of a pidturc, to alliire 
him, that a mandarine of China thought a minute 
acquaintance with fuch mechanical tiiiles below his 
dignity. 

This reply raifed the indignation of fome and 
the eootempt of others : I coold hear the names of 
Vandal, Goth, tafte, polite arts, delicacy, and -fire, 

repeated in tones of ridicule or rei'entment. But 
confidering that it was vain to argiir againll people 
who h:id lb much to lay, without contradic^'ting 
them, 1 begged leave to repeat a iairy tale, Tliis 
requeft redoubled their laughter ; but not eafily 
abaihed at the raillery of boys, J periiited, oblerv* 
ing, that it would fei the abfurdity of placirg our 
affections upon triff^e^ in the ft rongelt point of 
view ; and adcllng, that it was hoped the moral 
would coinjicnfate for its Itupidiry. For heaven's 
fake, cried the great man, wafliing his bruili in wa- 
ter, let us have no morality at preieut ; it' we mutt: 
have a itory, let it be without any moral. 1 pre* 
tended not to hear, and while he handled ihe bt uib> 
proceeded as follows : 
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IN the kingdom of Bon bobbin, 'wltich^ bjr tire 
Cliinefe unnal, appears to Imve ilouriflied iN\cniy 
thoul^iui years ago, there reigned a priwce, enciow- 
ed with every acconiplilhnieni \vhich*geneirally dis- 
tinguiflies the rons^oi kings. • His beamy was biight- 
er than the fm. . TTre fon, to whkh he.waa^neai-ly 
related, would fometimes llbp* hift- coorre in order 
to look down and admire him. " > • " • 

- His mind was not lels perfec't than his body : he 
knew all things ^vith()Ut having ever read ; ])hiIoib- 
phers, poets, and hiltorians/ iuUnilied their works 
to his decifion J and fo penetratiirg was he,. ^Ifat he 
coufd lel! the tlieric df a book by looking* on the 
cover. He tnDtle epic poe^, »r»gecU«8, land pailo*- 
rals, with furprifing iacility ; long, epigram, 'Or re- 
•bus, was all one to him, though it is oblervcd, hs 
'^uid never *finifli aii'acrollici, in (liort, the I'airy 
who J)refided at , his birch, had" endo1^^ td him v;nii 
nlmpft every •'perfe<rtioti, or^hat was jutt the fame, 
hh faljedis-were feady to ^k^owledge he poiieflcd 
them^rll ; and, foy his owii part, he knew mthing 
to the contrary. A prince io accompliilicd received 
\i name fuicable to his iherit, and he was called 
-itf/j/n Bonbobbzn BonbobbihetyyiXiioXi (i^^iiiiiQ^ EhUght'- 
enefofthe StM ^ ' • ' ; 
• jA?s fre^i^s Very powerfu!,ftnd yet unmarried, all 
the neighbotiring kings ejirHeftly-fongbt his alliance. 
Each fen t his daughter, drcfled out in the moft mng- 
liificenc manner, arid with the fnolV fumptiioiis icti- 
jaie imaginable, in order to iillurc the prince : fb 
"that at one time there were fetn at his court not 
^e^» than fc^n btnidred foreign prJncefles of cxqtiiJ- 
fite fentiment ^nd^ beauty, each alone fnffident U> 
niake ft vcn fiiinarcd'ordiriai-y men happy. 

Diftrax^ed in fuch a variety, the generous Bon- 
benin, had he not been obliged, by the laws of the 
empire, to make choice of one,would very willingly 
have married them all, fdtnbne nnderftood gallari- 
try better. • He foent wmbeHclahOW^of feliciti»de 
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ill endegvotinn^ tof detennine Tvbwi he Iboiild 
cliQole : one lady Yi9& ]H>flefled of every perfeAion^ 
but hadifliked her eye^brows i another was bright* 

er than the morning ftar, but he difapprovcd her 
ioiig wang ; a third did not lay white enoiigli on 
iier cheek and a fourth did not iuflicientlj blacken 
her oaits. At laii^ af ter n umber lelsdiiappointmeiit^ 
on the one fide and the ^beTj^ he made choice of 
the incomparttUe NaoJioa^ quceo of the fcarlet dra- 
gons. ^ , . 

The preparations for the royal nuptials, or the 
envy of ilic difappointcd ladies, needs no delcrip- 
lion ; both the one and the other were as great as 
they could be t (he J^eaM^iful princeis wa$.coiHlHi5U 
eAamidlt adminng niultiiudes to the roy^l;-co9ch, 
where^ after beipg difif&^d of ..ev/sry epcqiul^iing 
t>riianieiity : fte. -ifras pjacfd m . expeiftance. of the 
youthful bridegroom^ vho did not keep her long 
in expe<flation. •He came more chearful than the 
mornhig ; and printing on her lips a burning kifs, 
the aaeudantft toek th^ as a jftojfer iig/^al to with^ 
draw. .\ ' . 

^* Perhaps I oogjit to.bcpre ine9.tipii^ in tbebegit}* 
Jiin^y that among fever^l c^her qualifications^ the 
prince was fond of col]e<ftji^ and breeding mice, 
which being an liarmlefs paiiime, none of his 
counfcilors thought proper to dilluade him from ; 
he therefore kept a great variety of tbeie pretty 
little animals in the uioft beautiful cage9# enriched 
.with di^monds^ rnlne9, emefalds^ pearlS| ^emd other 
precious ftones : thus he mMuntly fpent ipur hoars 
each day in conteu^plating thc;ir innq^eni iitile 
paiUnies. 

But to proceed, the prince and princels were now 
in bed ; one with all the love and-exiicc^ation. the 
other with all the modeily and tieary which is na* 
toral to fuppofe ; both willing, yet .fifrai4 to begin ; 
.when the Prince, happenin;}^ to look towards the 
ootfide of the bed^ perceived one of the moft.beau- 
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tiful animals in the world, a white moufe with 
green eyes, playii.g about the floor, and perform* 
iijg ail hundred pretty tricks. He >vas already 
maiter of 1)1 ue in ice, red mice, and even white 
mice with ycilo^v eyes ; but a white moufe with 
greea eyes was whac he long endeavoured to poi« 
fe(s : wherefore, leaping from bed ^ith tW utmoft 
impatience and agility, the youthful prince attempt* 
ed to (eize the little charmer ; but it was fled in 9 
moment ; for, alas ! the nioufe was fent by a dif* 
COiueiUeil princefs, and was itfelf a fairy. 

It is impolilble to defcribe the agony of the prince 
Upon this occalion. He fought round and round 
every part of the room, even the bed where the 
princef} lay was. not exempt from the eoquiry : be 
turned the princels on one fide and t'other, dripped 
her quite naked, but no moufe was to be found : 
the princefs herfelf wa^ kind enough to alliii, but 
ftill to no purpofe. 

Alas 1 cried the young prince in an agony, how 
unhappy am 1 to be thus difappointed ; never fure 
was fo beantiful an animal ieca ; I would give half 
my kingdom, and my princels to him that woiiM 
find it. The princeis, thou^'n not much pleafed 
w iih the latte r part oi: his offer, endeavouiTtl to 
comfort him as well as Ihe could ; fhc let him know 
tliac he had an hundred mice already, which ought 
to be at leall fufl^cient to fatisfy any pbilofopher lik« 
him. Though none of them had greeii eyes^ yet 
he fliould learn to thank heaven that they had eyes. 
She told him (for fhe was a profound moralift) that 
incurable evils mull be borne, and that nfelef's la- 
mentations were vain, and that man w as born to 
misfortunes ; Ihe even entreated him to return to 
bedyUndlhe would enrleavour to lull him on her 
boibm to repofe ; but lUU the prince continued in* 
confolable ; and regarding her with a flern air^ 
for which his family was remarkable, he vowed ne- 
yer tq lleep in the royal j>alace, or iadul^c himfel^ 
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in the Innocent pleafurcs of matrimony, till lit had 
found the white nioufc with the gi*ecn e} es/' 

Prythee, Col. Leech, cried his lordihip, inter- 
rupting me, how d6 you like that nofe ; don't yon 
think there is fomeihing of the manner of Rem- 
brandt in it ? A prince in all this agony for a whiie 
nioiiie, i) ridiculous ! ]^oi>t you think M-ajor Vain- 
pyre, that eyebrow lli])pleci very prettily ? but 
pray what are the green eyes to tiie purpofe, ekcept 
fO am ufe children ! 1 would give a thou/and gui- 
neas to lay on the colouring of this cheek more 
iinoothly. Bot I aik pardon^ pray fir proceed/' 
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L E T-T' E B.- XLVill; 

* • .From the fame: ' ' 



^^j'JV'INGS, continued I, at that time were different 
, ISk. from what they are now they ihen nev^r 
engaged'their word for any rWng which they did not 
Hffotu-dufly iiitcnd^to pMbrformt iThitfwas the caflj 
afBonbenin, whd ^oiitinued all night to Tament 
his niisforiuiies to the princefs^ who echoed groan 
for groan.'' When the morning came he publifhed 
an cdic't, offering half his kingdom and his princ- 
eis, to the p^ribn who Ihould catch and bring him 
the white mome witli gTetn eyes. 

The edifJfc was fcajrce publifhed wlien vil the traps 
Sfthh icfngclom were bdted' with cheefe j'trcmiber* 
lefs mice were taken and dcftroyed ; but ftiU the 
much-wiihed for monfe was noi anionp the ninnber. 
The privy council were nflcmbled more tlran once 
to give their advice ; but all their deliberatioris 
cani^ to nothing ; even though there weretwb ifoni* 
Jilete vtsrnfa!i-kiUers^ and three profcfied^rat-catch** 
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crs of the miniber. Frequent acUrefles, as 5s ufnyl 
on extraorciinary occ;. lions, were lent fVoni all 
])ai-rs of the empire ; but though thel'e promiled 
Weill though in them he received an aliurance^ thac 
his faithful fubjeilis would aifiit in this fearch, with 
their lives and fortunes^ yet, with all cheir loyalty, 
they failed when the time came that tlie-moulie was 
•tobecaught. 

The Prince, therefore, was refolvcd to go him- 
felf in fearch, determined never to lie two nights 
in one place till he had found what he fought for. 
ThuSj quitting bis palace without attendants^ he fee 
out upon his journey^ and travelled through many 
a delarti and eroded many a river, over high hills, 
and down along vales, Itill relUe^, ftiU enquiring 
wherever he caine but no white moule was to be 
found. 

As one day, fatigued with his journey, he w^as 
fhadiogbimfelf from the heat of the mid-day fun, 
under the arching branches of a banana tree, medi* 
facing on the obte<9: of bis porfuit, he perceived an 

old woman^ hideoudy deformed, approaching him ; 

by her ftoop, and thd wrinkles of her vifage, flie 
feeuied at leait five hundred years old ; and the 
fpotted toad was not more freckled than was licr 
ikinw" <^Ah I Prinpe Bonbenin Bonbobbin Bonbob- 
binet, cried the creature,.wbat has led you fo many 
thoufand miles from your own kingdom i what is 
it you look for ; and what induces you to travel 
into the kingdom of tmniets The prince, who 
was exceffively coniplaifant, told iier the whole 
Itory three times over, for Ihe was hard of hearing. 

W ell, fays the old fairy, for fuch ihe was, i pro- 
mi fe to put you in poiieiiion of the wbite moufe 
with green eyes, and that immediately too^ upon one 
condition." *^ One condition, cried the prince in 
a rapture, name a thoufand ^ 1 iiiall undergo them 
all with j^lcaline.** ^^y> interruprc<l the old 
X^i^y, iaikbutone, aud tii^^inot \^xy mortifying 
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neither ; k 5s only that you iailaiuly coiifcnt to 
inarrv nic." 

It 3S inipofliWe to exprefs the prince's confufion 
at this deniaiul ; he loved the moiife^ but he decelV- 
' ed the bride ; he heiitated i he defired time to think 
•4]pon the propofhl ; be vroald haire been glad to 
^coiifult his friends on (hch an ceeafioo/ Nay, 
nay, cried the odious fairy, if you demur I retracfl 
niy promlfc ; I do not delire to force my favours on 
any man. Here, you, my attendants, cried fte, 
ftamping with her foot, let my machine be driven 
up ; fiarbacda, queen of Emmets, is not ufed to 
contemptuous treatment.*'' She had aoiboner Ijpoken, 
than* her fiery chariot appeared in the air, draiwii 
by two fnails ; and flie was juft going to ftep in, 
M'hen the prince refled:ed, that now or never was 
the time to be poflefled of the white moufe ; and 
quite forgetting his lawful princefs Nanhoa, falling 
on his knees, he implored fwgiven^fs for having 
rafbly rejeAed fo much beauty. This weU-tiroeS 
eomplSment inftanily appeafed the «igry fairf • 
She afFecftcd an hideous leer of approbation, and 
taking the young prince by the hand, conduiTted 
him to a neighbouring church, where they were 
married together in a moment. As foon as the ce* 
rcmony was performed, the prince, who was to the 
laft degree defirous of feeing his favourite moule^ 
reminded the bride of her promife. To confefs 
a truth, my prince, cried fhe, I myfelfam that very 
white moufe you faw on your wedding night in the 
royal apartment. I now, therefore, give you the 
choice, whether you would have me a moufe by 
day, smd a wonmi by night, or a moufe by night 
"atid a woman by day," Though the prince was 
an esceflent cafnift, he was quite at a lofs liow to 
determine ; but at laft thought it nioft pi udent to 
have recourfe to a blue cat, that had followed him 
from his own dominions, and frequently am ufed 
him with it&converfation^ and afiiited him with its 
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advice ; in facfl this cat was no other than the faith- 
ful princefs Nanhoa herfelf, who had Hiarcd with 
him-all his hardfliips in this difguife. 

By her initmc^ions be was determined in -his 
choice i and returning to the old fairy, prudently 
obferved^ that as (he muft have been fenliblehe bad 
manned her o?i(y for the fake of what /he had, and 
not forlier perfonal qualifications, he thought it 
would, for feveral realbns, be molt convenient, if 
flie continued a woman by dayji and appeared a 
moufe by night. 

The old fairy was .a good deal mortified at her 
httiband's want of gallanti'y, though ihcf was relni^l'- 
antly obliged to coin])ly ; the <lay wa3 therefore 
Ipent in the moft polite aninfements, the gentlemen 
talked fmut, the ladies laughed, and were angry. 
At laft the happy night drew near ; the blue cat Hill 
Ituck by the lide of its mafter, and even followed 
him to the bridal apartment. Barbacela entered 
the chamber^ wearing a train of fifteen yards long, 
fupported by porcupines^ and all over be(et wilif 
jewels. Which fervect to render her more deteftable. 
Mhe was juil llepping into hcd to the prince, for- 
getting her proinile, when he infilled upon I'eeing 
her in the fbape of a moufe. She had promifed^ 
and no fairy can break her word ; wherefore, af« 
fuming the figure of the moft beautiful moufe in 
tbe world, ibe ikipped and played about with an 
infinity of amufement. The prince, in an agony of 
rapture, was defirous of feeing his pretty play-fel- 
low move a flow dance about the floor to his own 
linging ; he began to fing, and the moufe immedi- 
ately to perform with the moft perfect knowledge 
of time, and the fineft grace and greateft gravity 
imaginable ; it only began, for Nanhoa^ who had 
long waited for tbe opportunity in the fliape of a 
cat, flew upon it inftantly without remorfe, lind eat- 
ing it up in the hundredth part of a moment, broke 
tbe charm, and then refumed her natural figure. 
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Thepriucenow found, that he had all alonfrbecn 
under the power of enchantment ; that his paffion 

the white moufe was enthely ficftiiious, and jiot 
the genuine complexion of his foul ; he now law 
that his earnellnefs after mice was an illiberal a- 
nuifement, aiui much more becoming a rat catcher 
thnn a prince. All his nieannelies now ilared him 
111 the face ; he begged the difcreet princefs's par- 
cloi\an hundred times. The princefs very readily 
forgave him' ; and both returning to their palace in 
Bonbobbin, lived very happily together, and reign- 
ed many years with all that wifdom, which, by the 
ftory, they appear to have been poflelled of. Per- 
fectly convinced, by their former adventures, that 
they IV ho place their affcElions an trifles at^rft ^or apiufe- 
mint y will find thofe tf'tfiex atjaft become their mojl feri^ 
0U4 concern** Adieu.. ! 



LETTER XLIX. 

From Lien Chi Ahangi, to Fum Hoaviy firj] Prcfident 
oj the Cerrinoniui ^icadcifiy at Pek 'tn, in China. 

ASK an Englidiman what nation in the world en- 
joys moll freedom, and he immediately anfwrs^ 
his own. Afk him, in what that freedom pHncipal- 
]y coulifts, and he is inftantly Alent. This happy 
pre-eminence does not arife from the people's en- 
joying a larger /hare in legiflatlou than elfewhere ; 
for, in this particular, feveral Itates in Europe excel 
them ; nor does it arife from a greater exemption 
from taxes, for few countries pay more ; it doesnot 
proceed fron> their being reft rained by fewer laws, . 
for no people are burdened with fo many ; nor does 
it particularly confifl: in the fecurity of their proper- 
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ty;f5w proiieityit pritty WcU ftcvrtd in every po- 
lite Hate of Europe. ; ■ ' f 

How then are the Englifh more free (for more 
free they ccrtamly arc) than the people of any other 
cowitryyor under, any other form of government 
mlOLteHfri ^rJietrfreedom.eonfiitsin their enjoying 
alltim(«dvantages of^deoioaracyy with -this fuperier 
prerogtttivei berrowed from monarchy^ thgt the fe* 
verity of their laws may be relaxed without endan* 
gering the coniUnuion. 

In a monarchial ftate, in which the conftitiuion is 
ftrOBgeily the lawamay be rel axed wiUiout danger ; 
for tbdUgh khe people fhonld be unanimotis in the 
hreadi of any me in particiriar^ yet ftill there ia am 
'ijf$fih&>fCiy9€r fliperkn* to thie people, capable of en* ' 
forcing obedience, whenever it may be proper to 
inculcate tlie law, either towards the fupport of: 
welfare of the community. 

But in all thofe governments where laws derive 
their fancTtion from the people alo?tey tranfgrcffions 
eamnH^ be cMtlooktd '/wJtlM>iit:bnnging the oonfii« 
totion into dai>ger^ They who .titei<gre& the Iaw« 
in fnch a cafe, are thofe w ho prefcribe it ; by which 
means it lofes not only its influence but its ian(5tion» 
Jn every republic the laws nmlt be itrong, becaule 
the conftitution is feeble ; they muft refemble an A- 
fiatic huiband^ whois fuftly jealoiib becaufe he knows 
hiniielf*iniporenv« Tfans in Holland, Switzerland^ 
and Oenbav new laws are not freqnently enac^led^ 
but the old ones are obferved witii unremitting fe- 
verity. In inch republics, therefore, the people are 
-^i^veS'to laws of thekiown makingi little leis thai\ 
in nnmixed monarchies, whete they areflaves toth<^ 
ynW ofeone, fubjeA to fraikiestlflce themfdves. 

*In England, <firoi» » variety of happy.aeeidents^ 
their conftitution is jiift ftrong enough, or, if you 
will, nwnarchial enough, to permit a relaxation of • 
the feverity of laws, and yet thofe laws ftill to re- 

juai A iu^dckatly ^rong te govern the people. Tbis 

R 



is the moft pcrfed: flftte of chil /liberty of which wei 
c an form an idea ; here we fee a greater number 
laws than in ai^y other coinitry, while the people at 
tlie iUme time obey only fuch. as ure ittuoMdiaig^ ogHk^ 
clucivce CO the iiitor«lts.of ibciety ; .ft^eralare ^wno^ 
tfeedi man J tntknown i fbme kepi ia-hb^Y^m^m^ 
Mfotced upott ])roper om£iaas,toAtrs leftl (o groYf*. 
obfblete^ even without the neccffity of abrogation, r 

Scarce an En^rlilhman who does not aimoil every 
clay of his life oflend with impunity againft fome ex- 
prefs law, and for which, in a certain coiijUD^ure^ 
of eU'enmlliances/ lie would not. receive iixLDiOmiQMf 
fkthjingtmfe^, preachinjg at }imlubited pleeefti' aA 
ifemUea crowds^ lux&iiraal am^ements^ ' ^oMtcf 
ihows, and an hundred other inQances^ are ibrbidL- 
and frequented. Thefe prohibitions are ulefulvj- 
though ic be prudent in their magillrates, ai)d hap- 
py tor thek people, that they aire, ium ^iforced,- 
*aQd none but the Tenai and' jnerceoaify .gttempt to 
enfiMwe them. . 

TIm law, in diiir-ctife,. *lUieii& in^iilgetHi pfumity 
ftill keeps the rod,T though- ttie cht^dis feWom'Cb!^ 
pedled. Were thofe pardoned offences to rife inta 
enormity, were they likely to oblb udl the hajipinefft 
of focicty, or eodangear the itate, it is then that juf- 
tice would refume ner terrors, and punifh Iboic 
fmiiB ihe had.ib (^sen overlooked withindulgeace*- 
It is to this du^^tiiity of the laws that ao Engliflimaai 
owes the freedom he enjoys foperior to others in a 
inore popular government ; every, ftep, therefore^ 
the conllituiion takes towards a Democratic form, 
every diminutioii of the kgai authoEjtjr^ is, in^isu^ 
a difufittiiCM^of the fobjedi'^ . freedMir» hat evergr' 
attempt to- raidertlie goveniinesir ihctre populai^ 
rot only -impairs natural liberty ^ biit even- will at 
lafl: diflolve the political conftitution. ■■: 

Every popular government feeins calculated to 
laft only for a time ; it grows rigid with age ; new- 

laws are amkiplyed^ and tliie^{w^:cottftime^iui&rma 



Digitized by 



the fnbjeds are opprefled ; burthenecl with a sniilii^ 

plicicy of legal injun(ftioi)S ; there arc none from 
\vhom to expecft redrefs, and nothing but a ftrong 
convulfion in the ftate can vindicate iheni into for- 
mer liberty. Thus t^HI peaple of Rome, a few great 
ones excepted, found more real freedom under their 
!&filMrQr8>.lIlM£^ l]rrM«i».|hi|ii tb«|r ha4 experieiic* 
.«d kifhe;oM^e of the. fcroaunonwealch^ in which 
their laws were become numerous and painful, in 
• which new laws were every day cnaJtiug, and the 
old ones executed witli .rigqur. They even rcfufcd 
.to ibe reiaftated iojtbcAr ioriner prerogatives upon 
an offer made theiR tp (bis purpoie ; for they ;}clu- 
ally found emperors the only means of ioftening the 
rigMfs «if rheir eaMiftittttiofi. ^ 

The conftitution of i'ngland is at prcfent poflefled 
of the ftren^th of its native oak, and the flexibility 
of the bending tamariili ; but fliould the people, ac 
any lime; with a .millakcn aeal, pant aftei* w ima- 
fsoary^lttfidlQin,^! fancy thftt fkbridgmg n.onarcby 
vaaetinoesfing thw* privikge^^ they, would be very 
!meb miftakco, fince every jewel plucked from the 
crowH of majefty would only be made ufe of as a 
bribe to corruption : it might enrich the few who 
fliared it among. ihfjiji^ b»p sv,wid,M,£sLA, impover- 
i&ihepublio, . . . *' . ^ 

.As itis Roman. (en ators^byib>w and impercepilbjc 
dii^reesv.tise^iRe taMl^ers of 4he pepple, y et flat- 
.tiring them with a (hew ^f freedam, while thein- 
^l-^res only were free ; lb it is jjoliible i'ov a body of 
men, while they ftand up for ])ri\i;cgcs, to prow in- 
to an exuberance of power themiclvcs, and il;e }>ub- 

Jja become actually dependent^ w hile ;lbm€; ot its ii^- 
dividuale on}y:govern« ; . , • > 

if thM»myi^iend^ therf fliould .in.this country 
•v»r bepnche throne a King^ wIki,^ through good 
nature or age, flioidd give up the finallefl part of 
his prerogative to tlie pcoj)le, if there Diould conx 
a minillcr of merit and pojyttJarity~but I iiave 
room fur no moie. Adicn. 

fa 

« 
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• » L E T T E R L; > . 

Te tie fame. 

AS I was yefterday ^feoced at breakfaft^ OTer a 

'I'^ptc^d hy my old frieAd and tMipaiiiim, -wlibiiif^ 
tTMUced a ftranger, drefled pretty mmh like him- 
felf. ' The gentleman made Ibveral apologies for 
his vifit, begged of me to impute his intrufion to 
the fincerity of his reipeiA^ and the warmth of 
faiscuriofi^, ^ . : 

As I am \ery fufpicions mf companjr^ when 1 
find them very civil without any apparent>reafi>n^ I 
anfwcred -^be ftranger's carefles at firft witttr i^eu. 
ferve ; which my friend perceiving, iniiantly let me 
into my vifitant's trade and charadler, alking Mr. 
Fudge^ whether he had lately pubhilied any thing 
new f 1 now coiije(flared that my gudi was no o- 
nher than a bookfeller^ and his anw«r confiruMd 
my fufpicions. ' • 

^ Eicoofe me, fir, fays he, it is not tha fedfkm ; 
Looks have their time as well as cucumbers. I 
would no more brina out a new work in fummer, 
Shan i would iell pork in the dog-days. Nothmg 
i^iy way goes oif in finnnier^ except very Ught gpoda 
jindeed. A rei^iew^ a magazine/or a feffions-paper, 
ihay^ amnfe a ftunmer reader $ htk sill dr.r flock of 
value we relerve for a fairing and winter trade."— 

1 mull confels, lir, faid 1, a curiofity to Lj.ovv 
Avhat you call a valuable ftock, which can only bear 
a winter peru^*" Sir, replied^the book lelJer, 
it hot my; wiayto cry up my own goods % bur,with- 
'Oi4tcxaggei^ti<wi/'i^Hl ventarc tuftew with arty 
orf thefttude*; fof books m leaft have' the- pecaliar 
'iad vantage of being al^ys new '; * and it is my way 
to clear offmy .old to the trunk-makers every lealon. 
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1 have tefi new title-pages now about me, which 
only want books to be added to make them the 
iiueil things hi nature. Others may pretend to di- 
re<^ the vulgar ; but Ui^t i» not niy way 1 always. 
1«C the vulgar diretft Kie ; wherever popular gla- 
mour arifei^ I always echo 'Cbe million. -For in* 
ftance, Ihould the peopio ip gencrfil iay» that fuch 
a man is a rogue^ I initantly give orders to iet him 
j# down in print a villain. Tims every man buys the, 

i l)ook, not to learn new fentiments, but to have the 

pleafure;pfieeiug his owi\ remedied*'' — B'ot, liv, 
interrupted you fpeak as if you yourfel^ wrote 
the books yoMi'pttblifli ; may ) be fo bold as to aik a- 
fight of Ibme of thofe intended publication^, which 
are fbortly to furprife the world As to that 

fir, replieil the talkative bookfeller, I only draw 
out the plans myfelf ; ar.d though 1 am very cauti- 
ous of commumcaling them to any, yet;, as in the 
end i have a favour lo aik, you ihall fee a few of 
tbem« Here fir, here t\kcy are, diamonds :of the 
firft wafier, I ^fliiro yoo.* Iaipriui]{S, a tranilation of 
feveral medical precepts for the ufe of fuch phyfici- 
anii as do not underiland Latin. Item, the young 
clergyman's art of placing patches reguiai ly, with a 
diilertation on the diiferent manner of fmiling with- 
out diiijCMTting the face. . Item, the whole art of love 
JMdefiecfecAly €aiy, by a broker of XIianoje-Alley, 
Item, $be -proper manner xff cutting blackrtead pen-; 
oils, and making crayons, fby the Right Honourable 
• the Earl of **^. Item, tlie muiter-mallcr-general, 
or the review of reviews—" Sir, .cried i, inter- 
rupting him, my curiofity with regard to the title* 
pdgefi fatisfied 1 1 ihould be gja^ to feie Come long* 
er manuftript, an hiftory or an epic poem/'— 
Bleis me,' cries* the- man of indnilry, now you 
fpeak of an epic poem, you fliall fee an excellent 
farce. Hefe it is ; dip into it where you will, it 
will be found replete with true modern humour. 

Strd&gBk j&r. i(«sfiU«d with ftrok^of witaudfatk^. 
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in ev^rj^ Hne.'^^' Doytwi call tlieft? dafb^s lof tha 
]5en ftrokes, replied I, for I inuil confefs I can fee 
no other ' '^^ And pray, fir, retiinu d he, what 
do you call them i Do you fee any thing now a-days 
rhr^c is not fdlcS with Itroke/^ — and dallies — Sir, a 
wdl placed tlafli makes' half the wit of our wrkerf 
of modet-n bumotir. I bought, laft fealbn, a« piece 
Hiiit had' no other niei it lipon earth thafi* ninehtm*' 
dred and ninety- five breaks, fi?venty-two ha ha's, 
three good things, and a garter. And yet it play- 
ed ofF, and bounced, and cracked, and made more 
fpovt than a fire'^'ork." — " 1 fancy then, fir, you 
"^ere^a cohfid^irable gainer V It mutt be #wned 
the piece did ])ay ; but upon the whole, I cantiot^ 
lihtich b(faft of laft winter*^ fuccefii \ I gaht#l!» by: 
two murders, but then I loft by an ill timed charity 
fermdn. I was a-confiderablc f'ufFerer by My Direcft 
Road to an Ellate, but tlie Infernal Guide brought 
me dp-agaiu. Ah, fir, that >vas a piccfe touched 
ofFby title hamds of a inafler> fflled with good thfinga- 
tVdm'One-^nd to the other. The author had^thing 
lint the Jeft in view \ no dull moral lurking beneath, 
3ior iil-}iatured fatire to four the readers good hu- 
iTTonr ; he wifelv confidercd, that moral and hu- 
inonr at the fame time were qnite overdoing the bu-' 
iiiicfs."' ' To what pnrpofe was tl)e book then 
]>iibUflbied'; cried i/''^^ Sir, the book was pvblkhed- 
in oril^r c«>^^ Told ; and no book fold betCet*; ncept; 
the crhicifms upon it, whieh canHf oM-foon^arftftr.- 
OFaTl kinds of writing that goes ofFbeft at prefent 
and I generally faften a criticifin upon every felling- 
book that js publiihed. ' 

I olice had an author, who never left the leaft* 
openiH^ t6r ihe critics ; dofe was^the ^ord, always 
very right arld^vcry dull, ever on tlie (kfo fide of an 
artrnnrent ; yet, with all his- qualWe&tiotis, incapable 
of coming into favour!' I foon perceived that his 
bent was for criticifin ; and as he Xvas good for no- 
thing elfey itipplied him with peas* aod papeTr 
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planted* btnl «t thc'bcginnhig of every toon tli, as * 

cenfor on the works of others. In Ihort, I founcl 
him a n cafure ; no merit could eic2L]^e him ; but 
w hat is molt remar kable of all, he ever wrote belt 
aiid bitte^reil when drunk/' But at^e there uoc 
Ibme works, - (interrupted -l^) that from thc veryf 
maimer of their compofiuon* muii* be exempt .froini 
crUiciffai ; particularly fuch. as profofs.to difrega/'d^ 
its laws/' There is no work, whatfoever but he* 
can criticife, (replicil the bookicUer^) even tUougli- 
you wrote in Chinelb he would have a pluck at you,} 
^uppoie you fhould take it into your head, tp publiiU. 
a lMK>k^ let it be a volume of Chinefe letters for jn- 
ftande s ^.rite how yon will^ be fliall ihew the world 
you could have written -better. -^Slibuldyou^ with 
the mod local exadlnefs, ftick to the maimers and 
cuftoms of the country from whence von cun^e : 
fhould you coiiihie yourfelf to the narrow limits of 
caftern knowledge, and he perfc^Vly finiple, and 
perfectly natural^ be has then the iirongeit reafon 
to exclaim — he.tnay^ wjth a fneer^ fend you back to 
China for readers. He may obferve. that after the 
firll or fecrtid letter_, the iteration oif the fl^me fira- 
j)licity is infupportably tedious i but ihe worft of 
all is, the public, in fuch a cafe, will anticipate his 
cenfures^ and leave you, with all your xininitru<^v<. 
GfiMplicity, lobe mauled at idiicr^tioD.'- 

Ye$y (cried I;) but in order to avoid hisindig* 
nation, . and what I fhould fear more, that of the 
public, I would, in fuch a cafe, write with all the 
knowledge 1 was uiafter of. As 1 am not pofTefled. 
of much learning, atleail I would not fupprefs what 
little 1 had ; nor would 1 appearinore itupid than 
nature n»ade me.' ' ^< Hare . then^ cries the b(>pk(el- 
ler, we ihould have you entirely in our power j U9>», 
nafaml, tmeaftern ; quite out of cbars^^r ; erro- 
neoufly fcnfible, would be the wholje cry : fir, we- 
fhould then hunt you down like a rat." " Head of; 

iQy;£itbei: ( ^iai4 Ip) fuie air^ b^ tvfo waysj* 
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Aedoor iimft either be ihur or it tntift be ^epen . 1 
mud either be natural or unnaturaK** *^ Be what 
you will, we fhall criticife you, (returned the book- 
feller,) and prove you a dunce in Ipite ofyourtecch* 
But iir^ it is time that 1 ibould come to buiinels* I 
h^ve jofl now in the prefi ah hiftdry of China^ stnd' 
if you will bat put your' name to it as the author, I 
Iball repay the oUigatibn with gratitude.** What, 
fir, (replied 1,) putmyn^me to a work which I have 
not written ! Never, while I retain a proper refpedl 
for the public and myfelf." The bluntnefs of my 
.reply quite abated the ardour of the bookfeller's 
con^rfatioia^ and after about half an hour's diia** 
gree&ble referve^ he, with fiime ceremony, tookiiis 
Itave and withdrew. Adiev; s * - 

• • • • • # 

m 
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L E T T E R LI. 

♦ . • 

To the fame, 

IN all other countries^ my dear Fum Hoam, the 
rich are diftinguiihed by their drefs. In Periiay 
China, and moft parts oF Europe^ thofe who are- 
poAfled of muefa gold and liWer pot feme of it up- 
on their cloaihi, but in England, thofe who carry 
much upon their cloatlis, are remarked for having 
but little in their pockets. A tawdry outfide is re- 
)i;arded as a badge of poverty, and thole who can 
fit' at home, and gloat over their thoufands in filent 
faiisfa<!iiony hre gtaerally found to do it in piain 
dbaths. 

- This diverfity of thinking from the reft of the 
world, which prevails here, 1 was firft at a lofs to 
account for ; but am fince inforrried, that it w as in- 
troduced^^ by anjatercoQffe bf^iiM^ctKm and (heiff' 
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fieighbouri tlie French } wYio, whenever they came 
in order to pay thote iikinderbi a vifis, iKrere general^ 
ly very well drefled, afld'v«ry poor, daubed with 

lace, but all the gilding on the outfide. By this 
means, laced cloaths have been brought Co much in- 
to contempt, that at prefeat even their mandaiiues 
are aihamed of finery. - • 

f Yhuflf 9vrii tiiyfclf a conVeriPto £nglifli fiinpllcity i 
lam no ixiorefor olt^iiYatiMJbf wealth. than of feanft*> 
ing ; the person who iii cdfitpairjr ihotdd preCend to 
be wifer than others, I ain apt to regard asJlliteratd 
and ill-bred ; the perfon whofe cloaths are extremely 
fine, I am too apt to confider as not being pofl'efled 
of any fuperiority of fortune, but refembline thofe 
Indians^ who are found to wear all the gold tifcy 
bsLve in the World in a bob at the nole. 
*''iwa^ lately Intrddiieediiito ac^oipanyof tbebeft 
Arefied men 1 have feen iince my arrival. Upon 
entering the room, I was flruck with awe at the 
grandeur of the dilferent drefles. That perfonagej 
thought I, in blaeand gold, mull; be fome emperor's 
Ton ; that in green and filv^r^a pi^ince of the bloody 
he in embroidered fcarlety a prime minifter : all iirlt 
rat« noblemen, 1 fuppofe, and well looking noUe- 
men too. I At ftr Ibme k9n)e, with;that uneafi&ef9 
>vhich confcious inferiority produces in the ingenuous 
mind, all attention to tlieir difcourfe : however, I 
found their converfation more vulgar than I could 
have expe(fled from perfonages of iticb diftinsdiioii ? 
if thefe, thousl^t I to myfelf, be prhicea, they are 
the moft ftnpid princes I have ever converfed mirn $ 
yet ftilM coniiYitied t6 Venerate their drefs/ fordrefsr 
has a kind of mechanical inflnence on the mind. 

M\'iTiend in black indeed did not bel^ave with 
the fame deference, but contradicted the fineft of 
them all in the moft peremptory tonds of comeiupt^ 
lint I had fcarce tiiif^to wonder.atitlie impntdlence 
of his condiiA, when' I found oceafion to be'eqnally 
furprifed at this AbAlrdity of tbci|:B ^ for^ u^ion the 
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entry of a mkWle-^ged man, drefled ifi a . cap, on^ 
dirty fhirt and hoiM, die Vihoifi jcircle fspmed dimiiif 
ifhed of their formei* imp^itftiKe, an4 contepd^d wHq 
4Muld be iirft to ]Kiy tbeir>o1>eiraii£e to the granger. 
They fomcwhat refembled a circle of Kalmucs pf* 
fering incenfe to a bear. 

£iger to know the caufe of fo much feeming con- | 
tradidlion, I whifpei^edl ray ixicn^ ai)t Uije roam, 
aiid.found.that tlio 9ilguft conipsiny con(iftf4 o£'^q 
t>ther thw a .dmiciiig*iii9(i:^rf Wo fiddlers^ la^d.^ 
tfaiixl«rate. ad»r^ all affisiiibledjii.ord^r >oioak'e g 
fist ateomtrydances ; and the tntddte-aged gentle^* 
• man, whom I faw enter, was a fquire from the conn- j 
try, and defirous of leaniing the new manner of 
footing, and fmootliinj^ up ib« i'udi)n«nt$ o/bi^ xm^ 
xninucL ' . . i . i 

; i'wils no-longer fitrprifetd .a^ the aptjiority .iiyh|ch 
my Iriend aflbmed among tbeitu jiay, was fifa^ i 
dnpleafed (pafdon my ealtern education) that hi; 
bad not kicked every creature of them down flairs. ^ 
f What, faid I, fliall a fet of fuch paltry fellows 
drefs themfelves Up like fons of kings, and claim e* 
veu tlie tranfitory 4«fperflaf half ao hour f Thcri^ 
ibonld bclbme law. to reflrain fo manifeft a breach 
ofipriYjkge ; .they ihouU gofr<Hn hpofe to houfe, 
Mm Chin<v, with the inftrumen^e pf (heir profe/fio^> 
ftning round their necks ; by this means, wc migli^ 
be able to diiliogUtfli and treat them in a ilile of be* 
CQuung contempt." Hold, my friend, replied my 
oompanionywcreyotir refoi'mi^^n tot^ke place, as 
dancing maftersand fiddlers now mimic gemlem«i) 
in a pp peavance^ wc ihonld tbeii find our fine gentle* 
men tonfbnning to their9* A * beau might be xntro* 
duced to a lady of fafliion with a fiddlecafe h»«ging 
at his neck by a red ribbon ; and inftead of a cane, 
might carry a fiddle flick. Though to be as dull as 
»iir Citrate dancing niaflier might be ufed with pro* 
^rbta^jnaice ; iyet^dtill ft* he is, many a fine gen^ 
tfemau. ikts hbi vji a^ 9 pra|»er llandard of T^iite^. 

m 

i 

p 
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ptfk $ copies iot tiaSy' the p^rt vivaeicy of his air, 

but ihe flat inlipidity of his converfation. In iliort, 
if you make a law againft the dancing mailer's imitat- 
iug.the geiitlemau, you iliould with as mucl^ 
reaibri eiia<^that no fine ge^lleimivihi^iiinitaM 
Ibe daQnq]iig4n3Aer/' 

. i > After • 1 iifid left ny.'fiicfftd^ I mAd towards hqme^ 
reflediing as I went upon the difficulty of diiHn* 
guifiiing men by their appearance. Invited, how- 
ever, by the frefhnefs of the evening, I did not re* 
tuni divedtly^ but went to runiin^ii? o^i wha^lia^ 
mfled ^iii a poUio garden belonging; to the city. 
Ilelre^ wl fitti vpoD/one of Ifaer. l^uche^^ and felt 
the pleafing fyiiipathy^ vbieh naturer ill bloom jn« 
%fres^: adiibpiilbIalDe£gure, who fat on the other 
end of the fear, ieemed no way to enjoy the feieiU'* 
ty of the feafon. 

His drefs was miferable beyond defcription : a 
thread bare icoat of . the rudeit snaterials ; a ftur%g 
tluMM^ ^ektii yetcCaaaremely coavfe i (hasi*£bat ieem^ 
ed ta tove bms3oag nnecmfcioQSr^tf.tbe comb ; and 
dU the reft of his equipage Jmpr^efleci with the 
Kiarks of genuine poverty. . 

• As he continued to figh and teftify ^very fyinptom 
of defpair, I was naturally led, from a motive of 
humanity, to offer conifort and aiSilancc. You 
Juiow my hearty and that all who are miferable 
imj ciftim a p l a^ the re^ - Tlie penil ve -flraager at 
firft declined any converiatlon ; but at laft, perceiv- 
ing a peculiarity in my accent and manner of think- 
ing, he began to unfold himfelf by degrees. 

i now found that^ he was not fo very miferal^le as 
he at firft appeaired ; ilpoii my offering him a fmsdl 
piece pf money, he refufed my favour, yet without 
appeiriring difj^eaftid at my intended generofity . 1 1 
is true, he fonietimes interrupted the converfaiJon 
- with a figh, and talked pathetically of neglected 
merit : yet ftill I could perceive a ferenity in his 
«Mi]itenaneevtlia^ilpoin.a doier inipecSUoa, beipoke 
inward content* 
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Upon a paufe in the converfidon/ I vas going to 
take my Icaw^ when he begged I would favour him 

>vith my company home to lupper. 1 was furprifeil 
at fuch a demand from a perfon of his appearance ; 
but wiUing to indulge curiofity, I accepted, his 
vitation ; and^ though I felt fonie Tepugawce 9( 
being ieen- with one "whb appeared ib very wreiclied^ 
went along*with leetuing alacrity. 

'St31 he approached nearer home, his good hu« 
monr proportionably feemed to encreafe. At lail 
he lU>ppecl, not at the gate of an hovel, but of a 
magnificent palace ! When I caft my eyes upon all 
the fumptuous elegance whichevery wiierepixf^ut^d 
upon eftteritig^y ana then when I looked ^t jny feeuir' 
ingly miferable conduifier^ 1 could ibasoe thuiH that 
allthU Aiery belonged to him' yei in faAi^didv 
Numerous fervaiits ran through the apartments with 
lilent affiduity ; feveral ladies of beauty, and mag- 
nificently dreffed, came to welcome his return ; a 
nioft elegant fupper was provided ; in ibort^ liowd 
the per(bn/ wbcn fl. little befione 1 had finceiT^l^.pi^ 
tied^ to be hi reality a jpqft redned epkaire;-~OiMt 
who courted contempt abroad, in order to fed.witJb^ 
keener gait the pleaiure of pre^emuience at. home. 
Adieu. . 
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L E T E R: LII. . - j.. . '1 
From the lame. 



HOW often have we admired the eloquence 'of 
•£arope! That ftrengthiofxhuiking, iligtdelit 
cacy of imagination^ even beyond the efforts' of the 

Chinefe thcmfelves. How were we enraptured 
with thofe bold figures which iejut cver^ ieutimfiU^ 
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nopean writers got wiiliin the i>aiiioU8j and led the' 
mckr astif by enchanonem V ' * . 

-Bm thMg^'we ba^ laarmnliaaoflriof the rhetori-* 
caliigureff of the Jaft dge^ yet tlKre ^ieeMS to be 

one or two of great ufe here, which have not yet 
travelled to China. The figures 1 mean are called 
BawJy and Pertncfs : none are more fa/liionablej 
none fa fure of admirers ; they are of foch a iiaturl?. 



tell ^e the repotatibnof a wit s they lye level to 
tiieiaeueft. e«pacit{A,>and eddrbft tho& ' paffiiHid 
Whidi all have, or wbtild be afhamed to difown. 

It has been obferved, and 1 believe with fome 
truth, that it is very dilficult for a dunce to obtain 
the reputation of a wit ; yet, by the afliftance of 
the Agare Bawiijf, this may be caflly etk&edj and 
a tewd^ bMcktead often pafiet for a fdlew of 
finart pmt and pretenfi^s; E'very objeA in na- 
tore'iielps the jokes forward, without fcarceany' 
effort of the imagination. If a lady ftands, fomc- 
thing very good may be faid upon that ; if /he hap- 
pens to fall, with the help of a little faibienable prtf* 
riency, there are forty fly things ready en the occa- 
Son. Bast a prurient jeft has always been foutid to 
give meft pleafiire to a few very old gentlemen, 
who, being in fome meafare dead to other lenfa- 
tions, feel the force of the allufion with double vio- * 
lence on the organs of rifibility. 
* An author who writes in this manner is general* 
ly ftuie^ therefore, of havhig the very <dd and ihi- 
petem amolig his adenrers ; for thefii he may pro* 
perly be (Ud to wHte, and ffoni thefe he ought to 
eicpeA his reward, his works being often a very - 
proper fuccedaneum to cantharidcs or an affafoetida 
pill. His pen fhould be confidered in the fame light 
as the fquirt of an apethecary^ both being diiedled 
iit the iaime genereus tiid. ^ ' - 
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B«t Aboghtliis maimer of wridng he perhA^y - 

adapted to the tafte of gentlemen and ladies of 
fa(hion here, yet ftill it dcferves greater praife in 
being equally faited to the moft vulgar appreheu* 
£ons. Tbe.very ladies and gentlemen of fieasin, 
or Cafraria, are in this refpecfl tolerably polite^ and 
nrighireUfli a prsrient foke of dm kind with erki». 
cal propriety ; preliablyy too, with higher guft, as 
they wear neither breeches nor petticoats to inters . 
cept the application. 

Jt is certain, I never conld have expec'led the la- 
dies bere, luafied as they are by education , capable 
a€ fMiee of bravely throwing off their prejudices, «s4 
not only appfoocUns booka, in wbieb this %uro 
ankca tbe only merit, but even ailopting k in their 
own converfation. Yet fo 3t is, the prety innocenta' 
»ow carry thofe books openly in their hands, which 
formerly were hid under the cudiion ; they now 
lifp their double meanings with fo much grace, and 
talk over tbe raptures they beftow with inch littlo 
•n<er^» (bat 1 iun fiitpetimes reBihi4ed of a cuftom* 
among the enMrtaiiiers in Clifam^ who ehitik it m* 
- piece of necefiary breeding to whet (be ^ppelitea lif • 
their guells, by letting them fmeU dinner iu tho 
kitchen before it is ferved up to table. 

. The veneration we have for many things entirely 
proceeds from-, tbeir being earetully concealed. 
Were the idc^trons T^nar peiwiltoci to hit the 
yeiljwkich keep$ h|t idol from view, it loigbc b^r 
a certain method -c^re his foforo fuper(lkiaii » 
with what a noble fpirit of freedom, theretbre, muft 
that writer be pofl'eUed, who bravely paints things 
as they are, who lifts the veil of modetty, who dif- 
|days thie moft Judd^ refefles of lUe temple, and 
Ihews the erring pe(^, ihat t)ie: olqe^^t of their 
yifiiwu is either perhaps a amife or a monk^T ^* 

Howey though this fig ure be s^t prefeat mwph 
in fafhion ; though the profeflbrs of it are fo moch 
careiied by the great, thofe perfed j^ud^es of libera- . ' 
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ry taedlemfe a jet it it tfUfeflcA lo W ecly a reH* 
yn\ oF what was once fafliiouable bere before. 
There was a time^ when, by this very manner of 
writing, the gentle Tom Durley, as 1 read in En- 
cUfli authors, acquired bis gfc^ Aepotauoaj aAui 
becaoM the favourite of a king. 

TImt worka p£ this original geuini, though ibey 
Mimr travelled abroad to Chiua^ and Icai^ have 
IMcftied poAerity at home, >y ere once fomid open 
every iafiiionable toilet^ and made tiie fubjeiTt of . 
polite, 1 mean very polite converfation. Has 
your Grace feen Mr. Durfey's lull new thing, the 
Oylet Hole? A w$oSL facetioaa foeco. Sme, mv 

. IfOvd, all the world snuft iiave- feen it s Dorfey is 
iiail ■iuly tho snoft coaiical creature alive. It is im- 
jwiftble to read hk things and live. W as there ever 
any thing fo natural and pretty, as when the ^cjuire 
and Bridget meet in the cellar : and then the difli. 
culties they both find in broaching the beer barrel 
are fo ingenious 1 We have certainly nothing of 
this kind m the language." in this manner they 
fpoke then^ and in this manieer they fpcak now » 
for though the fueceflbrof Durfey does not excel 
him in wit, the world muit coiifels he cue- decs hiiu 
in obfceniry. 

There are fevcral very ilull fellows, whoy by n 
few mechanical helps, fonieiin^es learn to become 
extremely brilliant and pleaiing ; with a little dex- 
terity in the management of the eye brow s, fingets^ 
and note. By imitating a cat, a fow and a pig ; by 
a loud laugh, and a Bap on the flionlder, the molt 
j^^norant are furnifhed out for convcrlaiion. Hut 
ihe writer finds it impuilible to throw his wiiiks, his 
ihrugs^ or hb attitudes upon paper ; he may bor* 
row ibme aifiAance, indeed, by ptinthig bis face 

' at the title page ; bw without wit^ to nafs for ;i 
man of ingiMiiiity, no i.tber mechanical help bnc 

'.<lownri^t obiconity will fofEce. By fpeaking lo 
Come peculiar fenlations^ we aie ahvays lure ct c:i« 
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citing I^vghter ; for the jcft doM imlie ia the wriuf, 
but ia the fufajeifl. - » «^ « 

fiot- Bawdy ie 0ften helped on byeiKHher figiife 

called PcrtJiefs ; and few indeed are found to excel 
in one that are not pollefied of the other. * ■ 

As in common converfation, the beil way to make 
the audience laugh, is by firft laeghing 3P0iir(elf % 
:fo hi writings the properell manner it to liiew an eo- 
, tempt 9t htiinoiir, which will paft mem meft im faRil* 
'nio«rifireflIity« ToaflbAtbiS)reaMr»tniiftbefTea»- 
'4tA ^ith the moft perfe<fl faniiHarity : in one page 
the author is to make them a low bow, and in the 
'•next to pull iliem by the nofe : he ninlt talk in rid- 
«<lles9 and then fimd them to bed, in-order to dream 
ibr.^e folBtion. He muft fpeak of himfelf andhk 
chapters^ and his 4aMinner, and whet he 'would be fiC^ 
'<nnd his own ittipert^ncey and his tnotber's impcin^ 
dnce^ with the moft nnpitying prolixity : now and 
tlit^n teltifying his contempt for all but himfelf ; 
iiniling without a jeft^ and without ' wit poiiei&ig 
>^ivacity« Adieu. > 



LETTER LIII. - - 
Fmm the /am*^ * 

THOUGH naturally penfive, yet I am ibiid at 
giy company, and take every opportunity of 
thus (lirniiffing the mind from dury. From this mo- 
tive J*am often found in the centre of a crowd, 
iind wherever pleafure is to be fold, am always a 
purchafer. In thofe places, without bciJ>g remark* 
4sd by any, I join in whatever goes fbrwa»d| work 
iny paffion into a fimilitude of frivolous earneftneA^ 
fliout as they ihout^ and cbndemn as they happen ta 



Digitized by 



t 209 3. 

dirajyproTf. ' A mind thus funk for a while below 
its natural ftandard, is qualified for ilronger flights, 
as thofe firft retire who would Ipring forwsrd witb 
greater vigour. . • 

Attra<rted by the ferenity of the evening, my 
friend and I lately went to gaze npon the company 
in one of the public walks near the city. Here we 
fauntered together for ibme tiine^ either praiiing the^ 
beauty of fuch as were handfowej or the drefles of 
foch as bad nothing elfe to reccminiend thcnK We 
had gone' thus deliberately forward for fome time^ 
when, Hopping on a fudden, my friend caught loc 
by the elbow, and led me out of the public walk : 
1 could perceive, by the quickncfs of his pace, and 
by his frequently looking behind, that he was at* 
tempting to avoid fomebody who followed^ ; we 
now tcurued to the rights then to the left ; as we 
went forward, he ftill went fafter^ but in vadn i 
the perfon, whom he attempted to ^fcape, hunted 
us through every doubling, and gained upon us 
each moment ; fo that at laft we fairly ftood fiill^ 
refolving to face what we could not avoid. 

Our purfuer foon came upi and joined us witk 
the familiarity of an old acquaintance, My dear 
Drybone, cries he, fhaking my friend's hand, where 
have you been hiding this half a century ? Pofi- 
tively I had fancied you were gone down to culti- 
vate matrimony and your eftate in the country/^ 
During the reply, 1 had an opportunity offurvcy*^^ 
ing the appearance of otur new companhm i his 
hat was pinched up with a peculiar fhiartnefii ; his 
looks \irere pale, thin, and ibarp ; round his neck 
he wore a broad black ribbon, and in his boTom a 
buckle ftudded with glafs ; his coat was trimmed 
with tarnifhed twift ; he wore by his fide a fword 
with a black hllc ; and his fiockings of iilk^ though 
newly waihed, were grown yellow by lone fervjce, 
I was fo much engaged witli the pecnliar?ty4>f bis 
drefi. that I attewM enly to the latter part of mj 
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fricndY reply> in which he complimented Mr^ 
.Tibb's on the tafte of his cloaths^ .and the bloom in 
&i8 *caiiiiteiiance» Pfba, Pihay. Will, cried the 
figure, no more of diat if you love me ; you know 
I hate flattery, on my foul I do ; and yet to be 
fure, an intimacy with the great will improve one*« 
appearance, and a conrfe of venifon will fat'ten ; 
and yet £tttb i defpile the great: as much as you 
do ; but there arc a great many damned faoneft fel- 
lows among them ; and we muft ;Dot quarrel wich 
one Iralfi beeaufe the other wants weeding/. If 
they were all fuch as niy Lord Mndler, one of the 
molt good-natured creatures thai ever f qucezedale* 
inon, 1 ihould myfelf be among the number of their 
admirers. I was yeiierdy to dine at the Dutcheis 
•f Piccadilly's ; my lord was there. Ned, fays be to 
Vie, Ned, fays he> I'U hold gold to lilver 1 can tell 
where yon were poaching lalt night. Poaching, my 
Im'd, fays I ; faith 3'ou have miiled already ; for I 
ilaid at home, and let the girls poach for me. 
That's iDy way ; I take a fine woman as fome ani« 
77) a Is do their prey > Uan4 lUU^ and fwoojv they 
£illittto'my mouth*" 

ilh| Tibbs^ thou art an happy fellow^ cried my 
eafmpanioHy with looka of infinite pity i I hope 
your fortune is as much improved as your undent 
ilandint; in fuch company ? Improved, replied 
the other, you lhall know, — but let it go no fartJier, 
— a great fecret, — five hundred a-year to begin 
with>.-^My lord^.word qf honqm* for it — bif 
lot dihsp tow mc down in his own chanot yeAerday^ 
and we had a tetcra-tete dinner in the country^ 
where wc talked of nothing elfe.** I fancy you 
forgot fir, cried I, you told us but this moment of 
your dining yefterday in town." Did 1 fay fo, 
replied he. coolly ; to be face, if I faid it was io, 
^-^^ne4.in town ; egad now I doremen^r ,1 did 
iKheJn town ; biH \ dined in the co\mtry too \ {ox 
XOD mSl fciifV^;Dr^.bQys^ I eat two diiif^rs. By Ua^ 
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bye I am grown nice as the tlevH in my eaimg- 
I'll tell you a pleafaiit affair about that ; we were a 
fclecfl party of us to dine at lady Grograln's, an af* 
fedled piece ; but let it go xio further, a fecret 2 
¥rell, there happened to be no afiafoetida in the 
fance to a i urkey ; lijpon Tvhich fays I, Til hold a 
thoufand gntaeas^ and fay done firft, that-»-But, 
dear Drybone, you are an honell creature, lend me 
half a crown for a niinutc or two, or fo, juft: till — 
J^ut bark ye, ailw me for it the ne%i tj^me Nve iiieet^ oi^* 
it may twenty to ome.but I ^rget to p^. Y9^**^ 
\ When lie left qS| pvr/converf^tion naturally 
turn^uppQ ib^tvaordina^ry.a^ cbara<iev.^ HitVry 
dreis, cries my friend, is.not kis extraordinary tban 
his conduct, if you meet him this day you find 
him in rags, if tiie next in embroidery. With thofe^ 
perfonsof diitincflion of whom he talks fo familiarly, 
be has fcarce a coi£pe-boufe acqi;^aintance. Ho^vv everj 
both for the jnter^ii; of ./ociety^^d perhfif!^ for hia 
pwn> heaven, has jniiadf lu^ poof^ v^h^e all th«r 
world perceive iw Wants', he^ahcies them concealed 
^ from every eye. An agreeable companion, becaufe 
he underftands flattery ; and all muft be pleafed 
ivith the firil part of his converfation, though all are 
Ture of its jefHljng.syith a demand on their purlis, 
^Vbile bis yoi^li. countenances t))p levity of his cpn« 
4u(2» h^ may fhus e^n a precariqtia fuhfiltenje^ 
l>ut when age conies on, the gravity of which is m* 
compatible wit^i buiFoonery,then will he fmd liimfelf 
forfakcn by all. Condemned, in the decline of life, 
to ban;; upop fome rich . family, whom be once dcf- 
jale^ there to.nndergo ali the i^genvity pf ftudied 
contempt, to- he employed only at a fpj^ vpon tbi; 
jervants,or a bi3g;|>ea]r tp frigbtei^ the ciuljittn iptp 
obedience. Adieu, [ * * .« - « 

*t ' ' 'A • '• ' ' t 
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* To the fame. 

1AM apt to fancy I have coiltra<fied a new acquaint* 
ance, whom it will be no eafy matter to ihake of. 
Mjr little beau yefterday overtook me acain id one 
of the public Walifs^ and Dapping me m die ftouI« 
der/ fdoted me with an air oip the moff perfeA fa* 
niiliarity. His drefs was the fame as ufual^ except 
that he had more powder in his hair, wore a dirtier 
iliirt, a pair of temple ipe&acles, and his hat under 
his arm. 

As I knew him to be an harmlels^ amufine little 
tiling, I could not return his finiles with any degree 
of feverity ; lb we walked forward on terms of the 

utmoft intimacy, atid in a few minutes difcuiled all 
the ufual topics preliminary to jparticular converfa* 
tion. , ' . , 

The oddities that marked his charadler^ however, 
fbon began to appear ; he bowed to feveral weU 
drefled peribns, who^ by^ their manner of returning 
the compliment^ a p pe a re d perfeA flrangers. Ac 
intervals he drew oitt a pocket book. Teeming to 
take memorandums before all the company, with 
much importance and alGdnity. In this manner he 
led me through the length of the whole w^^lk, fret- 
ting at his abfurdities, and fancying myfelf laughed 
nt^ not left than lilm, by every fpedlator. 
' When we were got tb the end of our proeeffion^' 

Blaft me, (cries he, with an air of vivacity,) I 
never faw the park fo thin in my life before i there's 
no company at all to day. Not a (ingle face to be 
jeen." No company, interrupted I, peevilhly ; no 
company where there it foch a crowd I why, man^ 
there's too mnch. What are the thooihnds that 
Itate been laughing at us^ teu company i Lerd, my 
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|^M^f€m-.imfliie«reIyx€lKigrimd!2!<ta 

•when the world laughs at rae, 1 laugh at thc^orld, 
and lb we arc even. My Lord : Tripp, Bill ^quafh 
the Creolian, and I, fometiroes nnikeia parry at be- 
ing ridiculous i and fo ,^fie iay.aod 'do a tboufand 
duiigaiar«'dM joke^iak^ : iButi^^nr-yatt woi gexm^ 
and if yoo are for a&iq gi^ave^ ibnttstioiital conipfil- 
mm, yoMiMlJ^'mkbiimtmA d^ty^ I 

Mttft iiriift on't ; i'H Siitrodnce yon to Sfas. Tittbs^ a 
•hriy of as elegant qualiiications as any in nature ; 
(he was bred^ out that's between ourfelves, under 
the infpetlionbf th« cduaicijuif.)AU* night* cliarm- 
.ingbody of vefee^but no more of char, flie^iliall 
g»T«?ii8.a §mg* Ymfi fliall fipe my:Kttfa girl.tif^ 
MthmfWiUMdlDia' Asneliii . %TMl^ ^ ^. fmet. 
. f eawwn e ; t defign faev for.my; locrdf Dramftick 'S Uddir 
Ton ; but that's in friendfhip, let it go no further ; 
fhc's hnt fix years old, and yet fhe walks a roin«et, 
and plays ou the guittar immcnfely already. 1 ini- 
tend ihe Ihcdi be as perfedt as polbble in every ia«* 
eomplifluneat.' In cte ifirfr pkacc^' make her a 
&Mk»i rM teach lier Greek sajdttlf/and learn shot 
language parpoiely to inllroft ber $ teit let tbat.be 
afecrct.** ' • ... » 

' Thus faying, without waiting for a reply, he took 
me by the arm and hauled nie along. We palled 
through manj^ davk^aUeysandxviudiuff ways ; -for^ 
fr^m lotoer imsidvcsao me* attknown» be feenied tm 
hzve a panioatar avcrfioa to r y frequented ttmt^ 
achift, htsweirery' we got. td.tke doot- of a. dtima} 
looking houfe, in the outlets of the town, where he 
informed me^ he chofe to reiide for the benefic of 
the ain 

We entered the lower doot^ .wbicb ever feemed 
to lie mod hoQiitaUy apen ; .atid l.begnn to aicend 
an* old ftair-calb, when^ as be moan tra toihew um 
the way, he demanded whether I deliglited in.pro& 

"pe&s to which anfwering in the afhrmaiive ; 



Digitized by Google 



t «4 3 

*dniteidguitheMii3cioikt of diy^ndomi . wfiia>l 
ifaethe flfips ; failing, and. the vhol* coiBitry fat 

twenty miles rouud, tip top, quite high- My lord 
Swamp would give ten thou land guineas for luch a 
one ; but, as I fometimes plealantly tell kini, 1 al- 
. ways love to 'ktcp my 4>roipA(^9 at • homCr- 
firiendt may iee.ne the oitener." 
y . By this dme ivrrwm arrt«rd.as hi^ at die ftaiis 
.woaU permit ot 00 afimidy till i^cto wfaatlw 
was facctioufly pleafed to crfl'tW? firft flow^dtowa 
the chimney ; and knockinjg at the door^ a voice 
from within demanded, who's there J My conduiftor 
anfimied, that it was bim : but this not fatisfying 
tht Merift^ the ^tokc Again repeated the demand : 
farwbicklMnorweradfbttdtirtluui before; mdimm 
fke door waaopMsd^jrmi dldtfOflMswitb.cMtkMiC 
,rdoAaDce. r • • • • . ^ 

When we were got in, he welcomed me to his 
houfe with great ceremony, and turning to the old 
woman, afted wli^e was her lady i Good troth, 
rqiHed OWy a p«ralsar dialect, fhe's wailiing your 
dMo ftMffs at the next door; becaufetbey bavc. taken 
M onth agaiaft kndifig o«t the tub any longer.^' 

My two fhirts, (cries he in a tone that fanltered 
with confulion,) what does the ideot mean ^ 1 
ken vviiat I mean well enough, (replied the other,) 
fee's walhing your twa fhirts at the next door, be^ 
canic^/' Fire and fury, «a more of thy ftupid 
explanations, (cried he,) ga and iufqrm her we bavf 
got company. Were that Seoieb b«g to be for ever 
tn my family, (he wonld never learn poUteneft, nor 
forget that abfurd, poifonous accent of her'*, or te(r 
lify the fmallell fpecimcn of breeding or high life j 
and yet it is very fui priling too, as I had her from a 

Curliament man, a friend oi' mine, fiom the high- 
nds, one: of the poUteAnien in the world i but 
that's a fecrct* ' X 
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ing iNrhieh* jti'Mrrml I bad'aioH oppoctnnty nf iwrt 
\cying the chamber and all its turniiurc : which 
confiited of four chairs, >viih oltl wroiigbt bottoms,, 
that he z&'nred me were hift wife's embroi<lery ; 
a fquarc tahk iJaat had bcea Mte japanped^ ^ cra- 
dle jn one corner^ a lumbering cabinet in the alb^r 
-^a hrolMil iheph•rdafi^ aad a madarine wiihout wm . 
hMd» wara ftiick ater the chimney ; asi4 fawiid th^. 

walls leveral paltry, nnfranied pi<liuree» which, he 
obferved, were all his own drawing : ^ W hat do 
you think, fir, of that head in the corner, done in 
tb^ onmner of Grifoni -/ thri^'a the true keeping in 
it ; 'tis my own face, and though there happens to 
he no likenefty a counteis i^ered aiie an hundred 
for hs fellow t I refiired her>fbr>hing it^that would 
. be mechanical you know/' 

1 he wife at lalt made her appearance, at once a 
ilattern and a coquet ; much emaciated, but Hill 
carrying the remains of beauty. She made twenty 
apotogHa for being firen in fucb an odious difliabijlc 
«*-hii( hoftfd to bf exwfc^ aa Am had ftaid mt nit 
night at the gardens whb the connteft, who was 
eieceffively fond 6f the i^rns. , And, mdeed, my 
dear, added fhe, turning to her bufband, his 
lordQiip drank your health in a bumper." foot 
lack, cries he, a dear good-natured fireatitr^ I 
juiow he lovrs me : bpc I hope, my dear,- yen have 
gliren orders /or dinner ; yoP; Jdeed mal^iip great 
preparations neither, there are bnt three of as, 
fometbing elegant, and little wMl do ; t nirbot> an 
ortolan, or a ■ Or what do you think, my dear, 
interrupts the wife, of a nice pretty bit of oi(-chee)c, 
piping hot, and drei^ed with a littlA of my owu 
fence. The wy itfinc, replies he, it will ca| 
belt wttb (bme <mrt b^ctjcKd beer i \mt be fisre. to 
let's have the fence his Grace was Co fond of. I 
hate your immenfe loads of sneat, that is country 
all over ; extremely dilgufting to thofe \yho sure in 
the leail acquainted with high li&J^ 
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appetke fo iiioiwfe r the boiii]isii7«f ibal»W»y at 

ftit make us finjle, but at laft never fails of render- 
ing!; us melancholy. 1 therefore pretended to recol-' 
le6: a prior engagement, and after having ihewn- 
my refpedi to the hoofc, according t0 ifae fafluon 
df the EngHfli* by giving tlnr cdd ierfSmtmfAeic ol^ 
iMney atxpie^A^it^ I tosfc my- -leave i- Mn Tibba< 
dflbm»g(iAe^ that diimer; «i4<lihiM^ wenld'be ready* 
at lealt ijilefstban two hourg. . .* i . 

h E T/T E R. LV. ' 

• • • 

• • • • « 

Fro?n Finn Hoain, to ^itafi^i^ the dtfcQntintcd viafid^rcr. 

THE diftant founds of xnuAc, that catch ne¥r 
fweetneft es they -vibrate through the long- 
dmwit vaUHy^iere isidv Mere'^iMifiiig* le^th^ear^ 
«hM«the tidings of afardHVanrfUahd. * 

• I have juft received two hundred of thy letters by 
the RuHian caravan, delcriptive of rhe manners of 
Europe. You have left it to geogi apliers to deter- 
mine the littf of their modintaiiifi^ and extent of their 
kdeeBy Arntiog Mly 'Employed in difcovering'tbe 
geniiis; the governawmt^ Md dfQ»afitiim irf the pew 
pl^. • ' ♦ v** * * t^* * " • • • - • 't 

Iri thdfe letters, I perceive a journal of the opera^* 
tions of yenr nnnd upon whatever occurs, rather . 
than a detail of your travels from one building to 
afnother ; of your taking a draught of this ruin, or 
Ihaaf^btfliflc i"of paying io tnaay Temans for thia' 
Mmflybdity, laying iij> a oroper ilbi-e for the/ 
fcaflSgeWf fome new wiMei'ncft. * • - 

* From your {Accounts of Riilfta I learn, that this 
Nation is again r pluming into priftiBe barbarity } 
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. tUatitsgreat euiperor warned a lifeof aliundred jeajrs 
more iq bring about his vait delign. A lavage pco- * 
pie may be refeipbled to their oWn forefts i a few \ 
ycfki's are fufficient; to clear away the obflrudlidns to 
agriculture j but it requires many ere the ground ^ 
acquires a proper degree oflertjliry ; the IlulHans, 
attached to their ancient ])iejuulcesy again lenew 
their hatred to 11 rangers, and indulge every former j 
brutal exceis. So. true it is, that the revolutions of \ I 
^vifdoni are How and difficult; the revolutions of 
.folly or ambition precipitate and eafyr We are 
not to be aftonifhed^ (lays Confucius*) that the wife 
walk more flovvlj in their i oad to virtue, than fools 
in their pafl'ige to vice ; fince palTion drags us along, 
while wildoni only points out tlic way." 

The German Empire, that remnant of tlie Majefty 
of ancient Rome, appears frdm yaur accounts on ' ' 
. tbe^ve of didblutiou. The members of its vaft body 
. wane every tie of government to unite ihem, and J 
feem feebly held together only by their refpccl for ' 
an ancient inilituiion. The very name of countjy 
and countrymen, whicli in other nations makes one 
of the Itrongett bonds of government, has been here 
for fome time laid afidc) each of its inhabitants 
ieemihg more proucl of being called from the petty 
ftate which gives them birth, than by the more well j 
known title of German. - * ' 

This government may be regarded in the light 
of a fe vere mafter, and a ieeble opponent. 1 he i 
States,, which are now fubjedl to the laws of the Em- 
pire, are only watching a proper occalibn to fling off 
the yoke and .thofe which arc become too poweV* 
(ill to be^compelled to obedience, now begin to think 
of dilating in their turn. The ftruggles in this ! 

i 

* Thctigh this fine maxim h not Jound hi ihe Lat'tn ' \ ; 
editloji ffthe viorais cj Cojjfucius,yei we find it afcrib^ 
ed to him bj^ U Comtc. Etat ^refinU dc la Ckme. 
V^l. /, page 348. i 
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Hate are, therefore, not in order to prcferve, but to 
tlellrwy the ancient conftitution ; ifone iidc fncceeds,' 
the government miiit become defpotic; iF the other, 
ieveral ilaces will lublill vvithout even noiniiial iub^ 
ordination ; bm in either cale^ the -Germanic GotfM« 

' tution will he no m<M-e. 

Sweden, on the contrsiry, though now feemingly 
a flrennous aflerior of its liberties, is probably only- 
haftening on to defpotilm. Their fenators, while 
they pretend to vindicate the freedom ofthe people, 
ar^ only eitablifliing their own independence* The 
deluded people will, however, at laft perceive the 
miieries of an arittocratical government s they will 
perceive that the adminiftration of a fbciety of men 
IS ever more painful than that of one only. They 
Avill fly from this moll oppreflive of all forms, where 
one fingle member is cripable of controling the 
Avhole, to taHe refuge under the throne^ which will: 

.ever be attentive to their complaint* No people haye 
evtfi^JoYigeiidured an ariftocratical goveniment/wh.Ai. 

, they CO w|3 apply ellewhere for redrefs. The Idwer 
orders pf people may be enflaved for a time by a 
number of tyrants, but upon the firlt opportiuiiiy, 
they will ever take a retugcu in deipotifm or d^^ 
mocracv. 

As the Swedes are making concealed approaches 
to defpotifm, the French, on the other hand, are im« 
perceptibly vindicating themfelves into freedom* 

When I confidcr that ihofe parliaments (the mem- 
bers of which are all created by the court, the pre- 
iidcnts of which can TuFi only by immediate direc- 
tion) prefume even to mention privilejges and free-* 
^om^ who, till of late, received dirediions from the 
throne with implicit humility ; vrfaen this is con- 
JUiared^ li^annot help fancying, that the genins of 
freedom has entered that kingdom in difguife. If 
they have but three weak monarchs rtiore,rucceflive- 
ly on the throne, tlie malic will be laid afide^ ai^dr 

the country will certainly ^mce mor^ be free. ' 



When I compare the figure vthich the Dutcli 
make in Europe, with what they adbme in Afia, I 

am ftruck with furpiife. In Afia, 1 find them the^. 
great lords of all the Iiulian Teas ; in Europe, the 
Umid iahabitants of a paltry Hate. No longer the 
fons of freedom, but oi' avarice ; no logger aiiertors 
of their rights by pourage, but by ncgociatioiis ; 
fawning ou thoie who infult them, and cronching' 
under ihe rod of every neiahbourine power. Wit]fei-^ ^ 
out a friend to fave them in diftreTs, and wSthonr*^ 
>^irtue to fave themfelves ; their government is poor, 
and their private wealth will ferve but to invite. 
fi>nie neigbbowiqg iuvader* 

I Joiig with impatience for your letters from' . 
England, Denmark,. Holland, and- Italy ; yet why 
wifh ior relations, which only defcribe new calami- 
ties, which fliew that amhi\ion and avarice are e* 
^uajly terrible in every rcgipn, y\dieu. 



. LETTER LVI., 

Frcvd Lien Chi Altangiy to Fuvi Hoavsy firft Prefuicnt 
« nf the Ceremonial Academy at Pckm, in China. 

m 

1HAVE frequently admired the manner of crlti-' 
cifing in Ciiina, where the learned ^e aflembled 

in a body to judge of every new publication i to 
examine the merits of ihe work, without knowing 
the circumftances of the author, and then to ufher 
it into the world with the proper marks of refpeA 
or reprobation. 2i 

In England there are no fuch tribunals erecf^v^d ; 
but if a man thinks proper to be a judge of geniiis^ 
few will be at the pains to contradict his preienlions. 
If any chufe to be critics, it is but faying ihey arc 
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critics ; and, from tliat time forward, they become 
mveltccl wiih full power'aiul authority over eNcry 
cai.ilf .vhi) aiiDS at liieirinitrudion or enrertninmei''it. 

Asahiiolt every meaibcr of focieijr lias, by thit* 
aieans*, a vote in )]tetiir)r' tranfaAiotis/ic is'iio 
fiirpriling ro find the rich leading the way- here MiiH* 
other comi^on cdiicem$ in Hfe^ to fee ^benT Withef 
bribing the ntiinerous herd oFvotcis by tlieir inttf* 
relV, or brow-beaiing them by their authority. 

A great nran fays at his table, that fuch a book r> 
no had thing. Immediately the praife i$ carried off 
by five flatterers, to be difperfesd at twdve differeiff 
coffef-houfesy from whence li circnlmes^ IHfl4iyi6 
proving as it |5roteeds, thrbugh forty^^e- lMMifts^ 
wliere cheaper IJqiiors are fold ; from thence it it^ 
carried away by the honeil tradefman to his own 
fire-jfide, where applaufc is eagerly caught up by 
his wife .and childreilj ^Iko have long been tslught' 
' t'o' sibgard his judgment ai tlie ihuidard of p«rfeifti- 
9u\ Thus, when we have traceH a wid^'cktehdcd 
literary reputation up to its original iburce, v^oftlA 
find it derived from ibnie great man, who lia» per- 
haps received all his education and Englilli from a 
^tutor at Berne, or a dancing mafter at Picardie. 

Tlie J^ngUfh are a people of good ienfe ; and I 
am'ttie more furprifi^d to find them fWay^d hi rlteti^ 
opinions by men/\vh'o bfc^n^ by thefr ^ary: educa- 
tion, are:'incompetent judges. Men, who being on-* 
ly brcil in aflluenc^, fee the world only on one fide, 
are furely improper judges of human nature ; ihcy 
may, indeed, deicribe a ceremony, a pageant, or a 
ball; but ho can they pretend to dive into the , 
fecrets o/F/the human heart, who have been nnrfed 
np only in forms, and behold nothinjg bnt the* 
fame nifipld adulation fmiling uport every flic^ ? 
Fe'.v of them have been bred in the beft of fchools,the 
fc hool of adverfuy ; and by what I can learn^ fc\\er 
IJill have been br^d ia any fchool at all. . * * 

/ • 



I 



From fiicli a defcription, one would think that a 
tlrojiiiig Duke, or a dowager Dutchefs^was not pof- 
iclied of luorejull preteniions to tallc than peribns 

leiii quality ; and yet, whatever the ooe or the 
oilier may write or praife (hall pafs for perfe<Aianf 
witfaout i^rtber eataniinatioo. A noblenian has but 
to»f ake pen^ ink and paper^ and write away through 
three large volumes^ and then iign his name to the 
title page ; though the whole might have been be- 
fore more difgulling than his own rent-roll, yet 
iigning bis name and title gives value to the deed ; 
title being alone eqaivaleuc to taile^ imagination^ 
and genius. 

As foon as a jnece, therefore^ is publilbed^ the 
firft queiUons are, Who is the autlior i Does he keep 

a coach ? Where lies his ellate I What fort of a ta- 
ble does he keep ? If he happens tobepoor,and un- 
qualified for fuch a fcrutiny, he and his works Ank 
into irremediable obfcurity ; and too late be finds, 
that having fed upon turtle is a more ready way to 
'famC) tban having digefted Tully. 

The poor devil, ugainft wlK>m fafliion has let its 
face, vainly alledges that he has been bi ed in every 
part of Europe where knowledge was to be Ibid ; 
that he has grown pale in the itudy of nature and 
himfelf ; bis works may pleafe upon the perufal, 
bm bis pretenfiors to fame are entirely difregarded » 
he is treated like a fidler, whofe mufic, though liked, 
is not much praifed^ beeaule he lives by it ; while a 
gentleman performer, though the moft wretched 
fcraper alive, throws the audience into raptures. 
The fidler indeed, may in fuch a cafe confole him- 
ielf by thinking, tbat,while the other goes off with 
all the praife) he runs away with all the money : 
bat here the parallel drops ; for while the noble* 
man triumphs in unmerited applaiife, the author hy 
profeffion Heals off with — Nothing. 

The poor, therefore, here, who draw their pens 

auxiliary to the law3 of their cQuntiy^ muft think 

TB2 
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themftlves very happy if they find, not fame, hnt 
fovrrivenefs ;/ancl yet they are hardly treated ; for 
as every couljtry grows more police, the prels be-' 
comes more iifefal rand writers become more ne^ 
ccilary, as readers are foppofed to iiicreaie. In ar 
polifhed (bciety, that man, though in tags, who'iiast 
the power of enforchig virtne from the prefs, is of 
more real life than t'ovty Itiipid brachmans, or bron- 
zes, or guebres, though tliey ]ireached never fo of*' 
ten, never ib ]oud, or never lb iong. That mait^ 
though in rags, vs ho is capable of decei'ving even m*' 
dolence into wifdom^and who pr4>fefies amnftni^nty 
tvhile he aims at reformation, is more ufeful in rn^ 
fined fociety, than tvs^enty cardinal^ with all their 
i'carlet, and trickled out in all the fopperies of 
Icholailic finery. ' - • i 



LETTER LVn. 

• f 

To the fame. , ' ' *' 

AS tlie man in black takes every opporttinlty 
introducing me to ftich company as may ferve • 

to indulge my fpeculative temper, or gratify my cn- 
riofiiy, 1 was, by his iniinence, lately invited to a 
V! (it at ion dimier. To imderltand this term, you 
nmft know, that it was formerly the cuftcm here^, 
for the^princlpal priefts to go abont the country 
onceayear^ and examine upon the f^^ot, whether ' 
thofe of fnbordinate orders dM their dtity, or were 
qualified for the talk ; whether their temples were 
kept in proper repair, or the laity pleaicd with their 
adminiftration. ' . 

Though a vifitation of this nature was very ufeful, 
yet is wa* fonad to be extremely tronUefomey and 
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fbrmany reafons tttterly iticenwiient ; fbr-astha 

principal prieft:8 were obliged to attend at court, in 
order to lolicit preferment, it was in)poiIible they 
could at the iame ciaie attend in tli£ country^ NvhicU 
Ivas quiceout of the road to promotion : if we add- 
iK^llMiithe gout, which ha^heeu time iHunemorial a 
clerical diliMrder • here,, together with tlie bad wine, 
and ill drcfied provifions, ' that muft infallibly be 
ferved up by the way, it \vas not llranoe that the 
cullom has been lon^ difconrinned. At prefent^ 
therefore, every head of the church, instead of go- 
hi^abmsc-tti viht hia prieAg, is fati&fied ii his prieiia 
eoirae in a body once a year to vifie him ; by this 
meM» the doty of half a year is difpatched in a day. 
Wheir nilemUed^ he afkseach in his torn, how they 
have behaved, and are liked ; upon which, ihole 
who Iiavc neglec^led their duty, or are diiagreeabje 
to the congregation, no doubt accuie themieiveSj 
Und tell him all their faiiks^ for which Jiie repri* 
mands them moft feverely. 

The thoughts of bein^ introduced into, a compa* 
ny of philofophers and leanied wen (for as fuch I 
conceived them) gave me no fniall pleafnre ; 1 ex- 
peeled our entertainment woultl refen^ble thoie 
fcniimental banquets fo finely delcribcd by Xeno- 
phon and Plato ; 1 was hoping feme Socrates would 
be brought in from the door, in order to harrangue 
upon divine love i but as £>r eating and drinking, I 
bad prepared myfelf to be difappointed in that par- 
ticular. I was npprifed, tliat i ailing and temper- 
ance wei e tenets ilrongly recommended to profelibrs 
of chriftianity ; and i had feen the frugality and 
mortifieation of the priefts of the eait ; fo that 1 ea» 
pe<fted an entertainment where we ihould haw' 
much reaibning and little meat. 
• Upen being introdiKed^ I confefs I found no 
great figns of mortification in the faces or jjerfons 
of the company. However, I imputed their florid 

looks to temperance^ and their corpulency to a £e* 
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^entary way of Hving. I faw fiwral preparations 
indeed for dinner, but none for philofophy. The 
company (eeined to gaze upon the table with filent 
expectation ; bi-it this 1 eaiily excufed. Men of 
wildoni^ thought I, are ever flow of ipeech ; they 

. deliver nothing unad^ifedly. SUence^ fsiys Confur 
cins^ is a friend that wiU never ittray. They, are 
now probably inventing maxims, or hard fiiyings, 
for their mutual inllructioii, when fomc one £Uall 
think proper to begin. 

My curiolKy was now wrought up to the liighen: 
pitch } 1 impatiently looked round to fee ii any 
were going co interrupt the mighty pau(e ; when at 
laft one of the company declared^ that there- was a 
low in his neighbourhood that farrowed fifieen pigs ^ 
at a litter, 'i his 1 thought a very prepofterows be- 
ginning : but juft as another was going to fecond 
the remark, dinner was fei ved^ which interrupted 
the converfaiion for that time. 

The appearance of dinner, which confiftcd of a 
variety of.diflies, ieemed to difiufe new cheerful- 
itefs upon every face ; Co that I now expecHed the 

' pliilofophical converfation to begin, as they improv- 
cd in good humour. The principal prielV, however, 
opened his mouth, with only obferving, that the 
venifon had not been kept enough, though he had 
given ftridl orders for having it killed ten days be- 
fore. Ifear, continued he^ it will be. found to 
want the true healthy flavour ; you will find nothing 
of the original wildnefs in it." A prieft, who fat 
next him, having fmelt it, and wiped his nofe, Ah, 
my good lord, cries he, you are too modeft, it is 
perfe<^1y fine ; every body knows, that no body 
underllands keeping Yeunbn with your IcH'dihip/' • 

Ay, and partridges too^ interrupted another ; I 
never find them right aay where elfe/' His lord- 
Ibip was going to reply, when a third took off the 
attention of the company, by recommending the 

pig as iniautaUc* H I fmcy, my Igrd^ c^minues 
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he^i^INl9^(leMtfllMlthered in its own Uood/' If 

ic- has been fmofhered in ks blood, cried a facetious- 
nieniber, helping hinifelf, we'H now ibiother it in 
egg ranee.*' This poignaiu piece of humour pro- 
duced a loBg-loudlaogh, whkii the facetious brothei:.. 
oWcariring, and now that he')«raf Mi^lucky* .willing to 
iMnd liis bloW) aflured. che oompaiiy be yrould uU ' 
ttVBiii'a gdod ftony ftbout thiit ;. ^^'As good &• &oty, 
cHeA^Yi^^ barftflng into a violent fit of laughter bini* 
. felf, as ever ^ou lieard in your lives. There was a 
farmer in my parifli, who ufed to fup upon wild 
'docks and iiuuitnery ; (6 ti^stfatrntt'^DoSer Marf* 
rnofki^ eries his lovdfbip^ interrupting him^ give vie 
Uavt to ^iink-jf0ti'r iM//A*-40"being loud M ivild* 
dueks aod flumiuery'-^olTpr, adds a geiKl€ina». 
wb^iat next faim, iet me aav'sp j&n to a wtng of tSis 
turkf/ ; — fo this farmer being fond — Hob nob, Doe^ 
tor, lohich do you chufe, white or red P — fo being fond 
of wild ducks and flumiikery i-^iah care of your i 
band, /ir, 'it*0k^ dip in 4h6 IgrmsyJ* The DoAor, 
now lookiifg rounds ibUnd riot a inig)e difpofikl 
taliAtai; --wberef^f^^icaUim;^ argjkil^ of iMrjsMV' 
be gulped down the dafappomtniettli aod fbe t^^rki.-' 
al>umper. » ? - ; : ' ? • 

The converfation now began to be little more, 
than a rhapfody of exclamations ; as each had pret- ; 
ty well l^tisiied .bis 4>wtt.appetite, |^ nowibiii\4 
fufHcI ent tti^^'SO {irtis otbors!. 5 ' Excdkftt. the ve-T » 
ry thing ^'Jet tua reooinaieiid^thripig^riio bus taite*: 
the bacon v ffever eat a-beifrer tbti^g' m my iife} > 
cxquifite, delicious," This edif^'ing dilconrfe. 
continued through three courfes, which laded as* 
many hours, till every one of the company wtvo 
f unable to fwallow or utter ^ny thing more. 

Ic is very natural for i|ien who ace abridged ia 
one exeefs to break into fMie vther* .The clergjgr. 
here, partienlarly thoTe who areadvaincedinTaarSy 
think if they are abftemions with regard to women , 
and wiuC; tlicy may indulge il^^iii.ot/icr app£tiie&; 
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WitbMt etfirore* Thus Ibme «rt £owi m rife m 
the morning, only to a eonfuhation ^ith their cook 

about dinner, and when that has been fwallowed, 
make no other nfe of their faculties (if they bavo . 
any) but to ruiniiiate on the fucceeding meal. 

A debauch in wine is even more pardonable tbaa. 
this, fince one glafi infenfibly lead* on to anocbor, 
and inftead of fkting, whets the appetke* The 
progreifive fteps to k are chearful and iedncing ; 
the grave are animated, the melancholy relieved ; • 
and there is even clalfic authority to countenance 
the exceis. But in earing, after nature is once faiis- 
fied^ every additional moriel brings itiq>iduy and 
diftempert with it^- mad, as one of their own potu. , 
eKpr^ibrit, . ... 

Tie foul I uh fides J mmdwidt^fy tHclmts ... 
- - To fetm hnt mortal^ even in found divhits. 

Let me fuppofe, after fuch a meal as this I have . 
been defcribiiig, while all the company are fitting 
io lethargic iilence round the table^. grunting uudor . 
a load of foop, jrig, pork and baccMi; let me fup- 
pofey I AijKy^lime iMingry bej^ar, with teokiiof 
want, peeping tkvobgh. one; ttfthe.iR^doWf'M 
thus addreffin^ the aflemoly: Prithee, plnck.. 
thofe napkins from your chms ; after nature is fa- 
lisfied, all that you eat extraordinary is my proper- 
ty, and ] clai||f.ii as mine. It was given you in or- . • 
dor to o-eHcve me, * and not to opprefs yunrjelves,: 
Hokr eaa they- conifiiit or snftMid. : others^ who 
can ftarce fkel tljebr ovw eaiftenee^ except from tlie 
uiifiMwirj retonit of an ill^digefted meal f But 
though neither you, nor the cufhions you fit upon, 
^Yill hear me, yet the world regards the exceiies of 
its teachers with a prying eye, and notes their con- 
du(5k with double feverity.'* 1 know no other an* . 
fwer any one of the company could eoake to fuch an 
expofitokiciony but this : IfVieody. voU talk of our , 
louag^^t charaAer, and being difliked by the world ; 
well^ ap^JbppoIing all this to h&.tiue, v^hat tkep i , 

« 
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viho cares fbr the' ^m-ld i Weil preach for tie 
iirorld, and the vorld ihall pay us fbr preaching, 
M higher we Ukp each other or not/' 

■ « 



• LETTER LVIII. 

/v-OMi Hingf o, to Lien Chi Altan^i^ bj the way 

Mojcowt 

you will probably be pleafed to fee say letter 
dated from Terlu, aftit^ which Kes beyond the 
bontids of the Petfian empire : here, blefled with 

fecnrity, ^^vith all that is dear, I double my raptures, 
by coiiimiinicating them to you ; the mind lympa- 
thizing with the treedom of the body, my whole 
foul is dilated in gratitude, love and praife. > 

Yet were my owti faapinnefs all that infpired my 
prefent joy, my raptorcs might juftly merit the tm- 
putation of felf intereft % but when I think that the 
beautiful Zelis is alfo free, forgive my triumph, 
when I boaft of having refcued h orn captivity the 
piolt dcferving objedl upon earth. 

Yon remember the relu(5laDce ifaotteflified at bet- 
ing obliged tp marry the tyrant me Hlited. Her 
cotpp^ance at jaft wa^ only feigned, in order to 
pain time to try fbme fbture means of Mbape. ^Dnr* 
ing the interval between her proniiie and the in- 
tended performance of it, fhe ca?ne undifcovered 
one evening to the place where I generally retired 
after the fatigues of th0 day >, her appearance was 
like tbatpf an vrial gtiiihs, when itdefcends to 
minifter ' comfort to undeftrVeri diflrefs ; the hdld 
fnCEre t)f hefr eye ferved to bawiSi my timidity ; her 
deceits vverje Iweerer than the echo of fome diftaiic 
^mphony, Unhiappy. ftrunjer, faitllbe^ in the 



. PerHaa language, you heve, perceive, one irxoye 
wretched than ibyl'elfi all tliU Iblcmnhy of i)re- 
paration, thi.> elegance ol drcls, aiui the number of 
my attendants, fcrve but to increaJ'e uiy mifeiicb ; li 
you liave courage to refcue ai^ uidiappy wouiaii 
irom approaching ruio^ aud eiir dt^eU^ed tyrant^ 
you may depend upon my future gratitpde.^^ I 
bowed to the ground, and Ihe left me, filled with 
rap^re and altonidunent. Kigbt brought no refV, 
nor could the enl'uing morning calm the anxieties 
of my mind. 1 projedted a ihoufand methods for 
her delivery ; but each, when ftrii^tly examined, 
ajqieared impracticable ; in this uncertaint;^, the 
evening, again arrived, and I placed myifelf on my 
former ilatsoo, in hopes of a repea^ted vifit« . After 
fome Hiort expec!lacion, the bright perfedtion Pg^iu 
a])peared ; 1 bowed, as before, to the ground.; 
when 1 aiiing me u]), flie obferved, that the time was 
not to be i'penc in ufelei^ ceremony ; flike obfei vcd, 
liiatiiie day following. was appointed fpr the, Ci?]^- 
bratioD of lier nuptials, aiid tbat fomethii^g vi^»&. lo 
be done that very night for our inutual deliveri^ncA* 
I oiFered, with the utmoft humility, to purfiie what* 
ever fcheme (lie Ihould <lireCt , upon which Ihe 
propofed that inllant to fcalc the garden wall^ add- 
ing, that ihe had prevailed upon a female fiave, who 
wa& now waijjtfig at the appointed place* to s^i3^ her 
wjthala^ei^ 

Porfuant to this information, I led her trembling 
to the place appointed : bur, inftead of the ilaye 
we expe<5ied to fee, Moftadad himfelf was there a- 
Nvaiting our arrival ; the wretch in whom we con- 
fided, it feems, had betrayed our defiga to her maf- 
t^,, and he.now faw (he; mod convincing proofs of 
h^r in£mnatson. He was jud goingto draw his ia* ' 
, wjjieii a. principle of avarige fupprefled hiafur^, 
ayidhe reiblved,.aher a levere cbaftiieihent, to dii^ 
pofc of me to another- mafter ; in the mean time, 
oj:deiin|g^£K^ to copfiued in the iUicleit mamier^ 
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next<lay to receive la bjandredi Uovs on tUe 

ibles of ir.y feet. 

When the luoining came, T was led out in order 
to receive the punifhment, ^\hlch, from the feverhy 
yvith which it is generally iniiidted upon Haves^ is 
worfe even than death. 

A trumpet was to be tbefignal for the folemniza- 
of ntiptialfi of Zelis, and for the infiidtion of 
my punifhmcnt. Each ceremony, to ine equally 
dreadful, was juft going to begin, when we were 
int'oniied that a large party of Circaffian Tartars 
* had invaded the town, and were laying all in ruins* 
Every perfon now thought 'offaving himlclf ; 1 in- 
fiantly unloofed the cords with which I wafrbouiid> 
and feizing a fcymitar from one of the • flaves^ who 
had not courage to refifl: p« , flew to theivoiiienVa-r 
partment, where Zdis was confined, dreHed out for 
the intended nuptials. 1 bade her follow me with- 
out delay ; and going forward, cut my way threugU 
eunuchs^ who nia46 bpt a faint reliitance. The 
whole city was now a icene of conflagration and 
terror ; every perim was willing to (ave himfelf^ 
unmindful of others. la this confufion, ftizing up^ 
<M| two of the fleeteft courfers in the (tables of Mof- 
tadad, we fled northward towards the kingdom of 
Circai&i. As there were feveral others flying in the 
iame manner, we pafled without notice, andiiji three, 
days arrived at Terkl, a city that lies In a valley) 
within the boibm of the frowning mountaina-o^ 
Caoea0us. 

Here, free froin every apprehenfion of danger« 
we enjoy all thofe fatisfac^tians which are coniillenc 
with virtue : though 1 iind my heart, at intervalsK 
give way to unufnal paeons i yet fucb is my admi? 
ration for my fair companion, that I lofib e^en ton* 
derneft in diitwt refpe^* Tbojugh her perlbn dsh 
mands particolm* regard, even-*ampng the beami^ 
of CircafGa, yet is her niind fat* more lovely. How 
very diSesent is a woniaiij^ who {bus has cultivated ' 

U 
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her ufiderftandkigy and beeh' trfihetl iiVto delicaV/ 
of fentimeiit, from the daughters of the eaft, wIiofoF 
education Is only formed tb improve the perftn) 
and make them iriore tempting objeifls of prcfti-, 
tmiou ! Adieu. . 



LETTER L!X. 
From lJi»gpOj t0 Lisn Cht AU^ngi^ by tbi. w/^ 4kf, 

WHEN fufficiently refrefhed after tlie fatigues of 
our precipitate flight, my curioiity, which had 
been reitraified by the 'appearance of immediate 
danger, noW began to revive } I longed to kno^w, by 
•what diftrdsfol^fccidents my fair fngitiv^ebetattie a* 
captive, and coUld not avoid leflity int^ a furprifey 
liow fj iiuicli beauty could be involved in ilie ca- 
laniirics f rom whence ihc had been fo Inicly refcued. 
< Taik net of pcrfonal charms^ cried ihe, vviih enH>- 
rfoA^fince^to'ttie'm I owe every misfortune: loot 
round iDfTv the numberleis beamies of the coantrjr 
^here M^e are { and fee how nature haft poured its 
charms upon e^vwy face, and yet by this profuiiou 
heaven would fceni to fliew how llirle it regards 
fuch a blefliiig, lince the girt is laviliicd upon a iia- 
don of proftiiutes. ' ^ 

I perceive you defire to know my (lory, and yonr 
•vitkffity isr n6t 'fe'^i*d&t as my Impatience to gratify 
irV I Slid pleafurd in filing paft misfortunes tO' 
a4iy ; bur vs'heiV iTfy deliverer is j)leafed M'xtfa iitf 
relation, my plcafurc is prompted by duty. ** 

f!«7 # I was born in a country far to the well, where 
the men are braver^ and the women more fair than 
tholeof Girc^ilia ; M^he're tb6. vdlc^r of the Hero is^ 



guided by iWfiHotn , nnd wliere delkacy of fentiiiietit 

points the fliafts oF female hcniU}-. 1 wns the only 
(laugh; cr of an oiiit ei- in tljc :inny, the child ol his 
Uge, ai^cl, as he ui'ed fondly to expreis it, the only 
chain tluit bound hiui to tlie world, or made his 
Jifepkaiiug. His ftatbnprocuiecl-hiiii an acquaint- 
ance wiih men of gt eater rank and fortune than 
h joi fe lf I ^atKtd hfs regard fernxe, induced liini to 
bring me into ^very family where he was acquaint- 
ed : thus I was early taught all the elegancies 
'and faiiiionable foibles of luch as the world calls 
polite, and though without foirune n^ylelf, was 
jiaugbt tq ^cfpiftt (hofe who liv^d asif they were 

* My intercourfewith the great^and my affectation 
of grandeur, procured me many lovers : but want of 
fortune deterred them all froni aliy other views 
than ihofc of palling the prel'eut moment agreea- 
bly, or of meditating my future ruin. In eNcry 
conipany^l found myielf addreiled in a warmei* 
Qrain or paiHon, thati pthcr ladies who were fupe- ' 
tior in ppint of rank and beauty ; and this I imput- 
ed, to an excefs of refpedt^ whicb| in reality^ pro- 
ceeded from very different motives. 

Among the number of fuch as paid me their ad- 
drefles, was a gentleman, a fiiend of my faihcr, 
rather in the decline ot life, wlih nothing remark- 
able eiiherin bis pcrfoh or addrefs to rtcommend 
him. His age, wbicb %as alout iorty, his: fortune^ 
livbicUwas ^loderate^and barely, fufficient to fu} pert 
liim^ ferved to* tjirow me off my guard ; fo'that 1 
conudered him as the only fincere adndierlhad. 

** iiefigning lovers in the decline oflllc are ever 
moft dangerous. Skilled in all the w eiiknt fles of 
the fex, Ujey fcize each favorable opportunity, and 
by baying le(^ puilion than youthful admirel-s, bavb 

4 

hry of Miji S^'^^^d, who acio? ; anted Lady Jf— /// 
her retreat mar Florence, ana which the editor had from 
her own viomh. U -J, " 
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lefs real refpeA, and therefore lefs tlmiditv. TW» 
i.jli lions wretch ufcd a thoufanii arts to fncceei! in 
his biife defigtis; all wlncb I faw, but impm'ed it ta 
(liiFerent' views, becnuie 1 thought it abfurd le be- 
lieve the real inoiives. 

As he coiiLliiuCil to freqv:ent my falhcr'^s, the 
frlendlhip beiweeii tlieni because every day great- 
er i an .1 at lalt, from the iiuiniacy with v» hie h he 
was received, I was taught to look tipon Wm as* a 
guardian and n friend Ttough 1 never loved, yet 
i Cilesmcd bini \ and this was aiough to make me 
wiili for an un ion, for which he ieemed defirotis, bat 
to which he feignea feveral delays ; while in the 
mean time, from a falfc report of our being married^ 
every 01 her admirer forfook iiie. 

1 was at lalt, how ever, awakened from the delu- 
lion, by an account of his being juft married ta an- 
other young lady with a couiiderable fortune; 
This was no great xnorrification to me, a& I had al- 
ways regarded hirii merely froiii prudential motives; 
but it had a very different efFedl on my father, who, 
rafli and paiiionate by nature, and beiides lliinulat- 
cd by a miltakea notion of military honour, up- 
braided his friend in fuch terms^ that a challenge 
was foon given and accepted. 

It was about midnight, when I was awakened 
by a ineflage from my father, who defired toffee me 
that moment. I rofe with fome furprife, and fol- 
lowing the meflcnger attentfed only by another fer- 
vant, came to a ?\t\A not far from the houfe, where 
I found him, the ailertor of my honourj^ my only 
friend and lupporter, the tutor and companion of 
my youth, lying on one fide, covered with blood and 
juft exptrin g. No tears ftreamed down ,my cheeks, 
nor figh efcaped from my breaft at an objeA of loch 
terror. I fat down, and, fupporting his aged head 
in niy lap, gazed upon the ghaftly vifage with an 
agony more poignant even than deipairing niadncfs. 

The fervants were gone foi* more ailiitance« In 
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diis ^aotnj fttlbNft nigbt^ ^O' fopnds were 

,lMMyr4 hmt bisago^izin^ refpirauons i"no'olye<fc was 
.prefented. but his wounas, which ftill continued to 

4treatii. With filent anguifli 1 hung over his dear 
face, and with my hands Ih ove to Uop the blood as 
flowed from his wounds. He ieenicd at fn (I in- 
' *fen(ible9 hot at lad turning his dying eyes upon me, 
^ My clcar^ dear cbild^ (cried be) dear, though you 
h^ve forgotten yiow gwu bonoiir and ftained niitie^ 
• l»wUl yet forgive you ; by .abaiidomn^ virtue, you 
bavc undone me and yonrfelf, yet take my forgive- 
nefs with the lUme compaflion I wlfli heaven may 
pity nie.** He expired. All my fucceeding happi- 
pels tied with him. IledecTting that I was the caufe 
of his death whom onljr 1 loved uppn earth ; accufed 
of betrajrmg the honour of bis family witlibU latefl: 
brattb ; confeiois of my own innocence, yet wi'tb- 
•mae^m a poffibilicy of vindicating it ; without for* 
tune or friends to relieve or pity me, abandoned to 
infamy and the wide cenluiing world, I called out 
•Dp6n the dead body that lay liretched before nie, 
and, in the agpny of my heart, aikcd why be could 
-haw l^ft tnci choa i- Why, my dear^ my only pappa» 
vby co«dd yen nibi me thus and yoorfelf forever i 
O pity, and retnm^iince tbere is none but yon to 
comfort me ! 

I foon found that I had real caufe for f rrow ; 
that 1 was to expec^t no conipaffion from niy own 
fexp nor aiCftance fiom the other ; and thatreputa- 
. V0n was much more ufefttl in our commerce with 
ifMakipd^tban really to defer ye it. Wherever I 
came, 1 perceived my(^ received either with con* 
trfmpt or dereftation ; or whenever I was civilly 
treated, it was from the moft bafe and un^ene- 
|-ous motives. 

Thus driven from the fociety of the virtuous, I 
.^Wi^s at laft, in order to difpel the anxieties of infnp« 
ffi^le folitude, obliged to take Hp with the com* 

^.ff^Ji of fjgffl^ yfl^ok chanuftets were blafted like nay 



own ; bat who perhaps'iSefer^vfl tiiek ia€tin;jrv tA* 

niong this number was a lady of iheHi ft clilliirtMoii, 
wliolc chnrac51er the public thought proper to brand 
even with greater infamy than mine. A iimiiicude 
of diflrcTs loon united ns ; 1 knew that genetarlr re- 
proach had made her miferable^ asicki- had learned 
to regard mifery as an excale £&t- gmiu .Though 
this lady had not ^rtne enough fo a^mds nprnxb, 
^et Ciic had too mdch delieate fimfibilkj not l!o feel 
It. She therefore propofed our leaving the country 
M here we were born, and t^oing to live in itaiy, 
>vhere our characfters and misfortunes would betm- 
]cno\Vn. With this I (eagerly complied ; and \m 
fboti found ourfdves in one of tlie molt charnung 
retreats^ In the molt beauUAil pr6ipiiico«f tbacoft- 
chanting country. * ^ :i 

Had my companion chofen this as a retreat for 
injured virtue, an harbour where we might look with 
tranquility on the dillant angry world, i ihould have 
been hap]iy ; but irery different va6 her defigpi « ihe 
had pitched upon this fliiintion only to enjoy >tftMvfe 
plealbres in private^ tvhicb flieliaKtm«tefl&aink«l^ 
frontery to m\sfy in a mcite open banner. A mmt- 
er acquaintance (bon fhbwed me the vicious pavt of 
her chara(fler ; her mind as well as her bo<ly fcemed 
formed only for pleafure ; fhe was fentimental only 
as it fervcd to protradl the immediate enjoyment. 
^Formed for fociety alone, fhe fpoke infinkdy ^bettor 
' than ihe M^rore, and ^roce infinitely belter ttian^iie 
' lived. A p^rfbn deybted to ple^ftire often leads the 
moft miferkble lift imaginable : fu<fh tvas her cafe : 
flic confidered the natural moments of languor as 
jjjfupportable ; pafled all her hours between rapture 
and anxiety ; ever in an extreme of agony or of 
bliis^.ihe felt a paia as fincere for want of appe* 
tile, as the ftarving wretch who'ntants a meah In 
thoie intervals ihe nifaally kept her bed, and- fdh 
only when in expeiflatlon of iome new enjoyment. 
The lu:iurlaiu air of the country^ the romantic &u- 
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ation of her palace) and tbe genius of a people 
whafe only happineft lies in fetifual refinement^ all 
contributed to baaiih the remenibi^iiOB of her native 

country. 

' But though fuch a life gave her pleafure, it had 
-a.wy diflereut effecft upon me ; 1 grew every clay 
. MjLcnre penfi^, and my melancholy was regarded as 
.teinfidc upon her good huniour j 1 now pereeif ed 
iTnyfdFwrtncly trnfirvfte rtll fociety i d|(bardcri from 
'Idle goot], and deteftfaig th^iofanfom^ I ftem^ in'a 
Hate of war with e^cry rank of people ; that Tirtue 
which fhoulcl have been my proteiflion in the world, 
vras here my crime : in fliort, detcfting life, 1 was 
determined to become a reclufe, to leave a work! 
whcM I found iid* pleafurc that coftUl aHore me<«o 
ffaiy;' 'Thiis d^tetmtnedl, 1 embarked -iftttrdert^ go 
. ^ iba Hmne-, ^wmtc 4 inreAded -I04ake ti^er t eit : 
. but eveii in fo fhoft a pfirflage my hand -forreM It91 
' attended me ; our fliip was taken by^Barbary cor- 
fair ; the whole crew, and 1 among tbe number, 
being mode ilaves* . It carries too much the air of 
- romance^ to inform you of nyr dillreflesorobftinacy 
* itk^&AB iiHei*able ftat« ; A is enough to-obfei ve, that I 
i havie heen.1iou^t by lipwiifrmattert v.#ai«of i»ham 
perceivhig my rdf«ltac^>>alhei» thM nfil'Milletiee, 
• fold nic to another, till it was my happineft 10 be at 
iaft refcued by you/' * • • ^ 

Thus ended her relation, which I have abridg- 
ed ; but as foon as we are arrived at Mofcow, for. 
^hich we intend fafet ctit ifaortly, you IhaU beiA- 
Arhied of 4illinore particofcrlyv In the mean time 
the greateft «4d}don to'tey bap^tfr ^fll be lo 
hear of your's, Adiert. *' * - • • "* 

' , .... . . 

. * . : • ' . 
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:•. . . £ T.T,E ,R JLX... . 

^' • From L}en Cki AhantV'U iiingihr- ' ^ 

' ■ , . -J 

THE news of your freedom lifts tUe^^tady^f 
former anxiety irom^^y inind ; I can pov 
think of my fim wuhoot.regret, applaud hia reiu- 
natioa . under calamity^ iui4 )ii< condncSt iu e^Ui- 
. Wttug bin>fel£ from it. 

You are free, juft let ^oofe from tbe bondage 
; of ail hard matter :** This is the crifis of your fate ; 
rand as you now manage fortune, fucceeding life 
t«>viU be ma4'ke<l witi^ b^ppiuf i& or niifeiy^ ; a few 
year^perfeverAnce^iu prudence^ whidi at jour age* 
• is i^iu another uaiu^ for wc«a» will eufore comfort, 
idcaiare^ .tranquility^ eftefm.;^ too eager an ejijoy. 
,ia^nr of every good that, now oflfers will reverie the 
.medal, and prefent you p9verty, ^uxiety^i jremoife, 
>and contempt. 

j As it ha3 been obfcrvcd, that none are better 
.<^ualified to giv^e others ad^^ice^ than thofe wbo have 
. takfbvthe IcLiit of it themlelves ; fo thif .refpecfb 
I fiix^.myfelf perfectly, antborifed to offer mAUCy 
even though T ihoiild wave my patenial.aiitbbi;ity 
' upon this occafion; , 

The mod ufual way among young men who have 
300 refolution of their own, is firft to aHv one friend's 
u»adyice^ and follow it for fome time ; then to aik 
oadvic^ of anotl^r, and turn to tliat.y fo pf a third, 
ftill nnfteady, always 'clKiiu|i9j|^ however, be af- 
fiired that every change or this natiire is for the 
worfe ; people may tell you of your being unfit for 
fome peculiar occupations in life : but heed them 
not ; whatever employment you follow with per- 
fevcrance and afliduity, will be found fit for you ; 

xc will be your fupport in youth^ and coxnfjutt.in age. 
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In learning tlic ufeful part of every profeflion, '^ ery 
moderate abilities will fuftice ; even if the mind be 
a little bulai)ced with itufridity, it ntay in this cafe 
he ufeful. Great abilities have alwaTa been kA 
fcrviceable to the pcrfleflbrs than moderate ones^ 
Life has been con>parecl to a race, but the allulioil 
liill improves, by obferving, that the moft fwift are 
xver the lealt manageable. 

To know one profelfion only is enough for one 
man ; and this^(whf\tevcr the profeflbi s may teli 
you to the cohtrary) is foon learned. Be aontff^t- 
ted^ tlierefore^ with bne good employ itrem ; for it 
yon nnd^rftnnd two at a time, people ¥(iil give yoti 
bufinefs in neither. • * * . 

A conjurer and a taylor once happened to con* 
Tcrfe together. Alas i cries the taylor, >Yhat an 
nnhappy poor creature am 1 ; if people Chould ever 
take ic in their heads to live without cloaths I am 
undone i I have no other trade to have reconrfe tb^ 
Indeed, ftiend, 1 pity you fincerely, replies tlie 
conjurer ; bur, thank heaven, things are not quite 
fo bad with me ; for it one trick (lionld fail, 1 liave 
an hundred tricks more for them yet. However, if 
at any time you are reduced to beggary^ ^PP^y 
- me, and 1 will relieve you. A famine overipread 
the land ; the taylor made a ^hifl: to live, becanie 
his cuftomers could not be without cloatHs s but the' 
I>oor conjurer, with all his hundred tricks, could 
find none that hail money to tin ow away ; ic was 
in vain that he ])romilcd to eat fire, or to vomit pins; 
no iingle creature would relieve him, till at laft he 
was obliged to beg from the very taylor whole cas- 
ing he had formerly defpifed. 

There are no obftineiiom tnore fatal to fott#ne 
than pride and refentmciit. If you mnft refent in- 
juries at all, at leaft fupprcfr* your iniligi^Qiion until 
you become rich, and then flicw away : the refent-' 
ment of a poor man is like the efforts of a harmlefs 
infect to iting $ it m^y get him cmihed^ but cannot 
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defend him. Who values that anger wlu<ih ia cott* 

* fuineJ only \n empty menaces ? i * 

. Once npoij a time,. a gooie fed Its young ty a 
pond tide j and a goofe, lo fuch circumUaiices^is al- 
jvay$ extremely proud, and exceffiv^ puii&itlious. 

^"Hout the Icalt defign to 
offend,, happened to pafs that way, the goofc was 
immediately at him. The pond, ihc ilu(l,%vas her's/ 
■ and (he would imintahi a right hi it, and fupportliei' 
lionour, while Hie had a bill tohirs,or a wing to flut* 
tcr. in this maimer fli^e drove away duGb3, pigi^ 
an.l chickens ; n^jr, eveii the infidious c^t wai i^tk 
to&anipei . -/^ lounging mattiflf, however, happen- 
ed to pafi bv, andthought It no harm if he fhould 
lap a little or the water, as he was thlrfty. The 
guardian goofe flew at him like a fury, pecked at^- 
Bhn with her beak, and flapped him wich her fea*-" 
thers. The dog grew angry ; had twenty timesi a 
goad mind to give her a fly fnap, but iuppreffing 
m» indignation, becaufe his mafter was nigh : A • 
pox takcj thee; (cried he) for a fool; fure'thbfe who 
hav^neiiher^rength nor weapons to fioht, at leaft 
^ould be cml ; that flue tering and hiiimg of ihine 
niay one day get thy head fnapt off, but ii can uei-' 
tber injure thy enemies, or ever protect thee." So • 
%ing, he went forward .to the pond, quenching lijs 
Uiirit in fpite of the goofe^ and followed his mailer. 

• Another obllrucftioii to the fortune of ^ouih is, 

^hilp they., are Willing to talce oiFence from 
non^, tliey arc alfb equally defirous of /;J^iiig none 
offence* tVom hence they endeavour to pi cafe all, 
■ comply with every rcqtiell, attempt to luic them-' 
felvcs to every comnnny ; have no will of their own, 
hut, like wax, catjci^ (^^v^ry Qontignous iniprefHon. 
By, thus attempting to give univerfal latisfa^ion, 
t|iey at /.aft fip4 ihcmfelv.es njllf rably difappointed ; 

• ^|.ing.thc gciicr^llty of admirers on onr £ide^ it 
AlfHciei.it to attempt pleafing a very few. '* 

• ^ P^^uicr of cmiiicatc v;4ii>.9V*cc lefolved to finifli 
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a piece which would j^leafc tbe whole world. When^ 
therefore, he had chaw 11 a i»idtore," in i^ hit h his 
titmolt ikiH was 'exhaoiieci, it \\ as expok-ci 'w \he 
public marketplace^ wiih *di«eftt(its :>( the bottom 
fb^evei y ipedtator to mark whh a bjufhj 'v^litch lay 
by, every limb and feature ^^ hicli ifcii ed c^rt oiieous. 
The f]K'c!intors came, and in pci eral a| j)laijc;cd ; 
but each williijg to Ihew'liis t;:lcnt ;ii ciiticifir, 
marked whatever he liiobght pioper. At evening, 
when the painter came, he \vas monHied \v fiiul the 
Inrhole pidbhre one unrvbrfal blot i not a iit^gle i^roke 
fhat'WflS'hot (Hgoiatized with marks of difapprbba* 
lion : not fluisfied with this trinl, the next day he 
wasiefolvcd lo try them in a diffeitnt manner; 
and expofiiig his plcftme as bcfoic, dcliied that 
every ipeCtator would matk thofe beauties he ap- 
proved or admired. The people cbiiiplied ; and 
the artiil returning, * fmiml.his picfttire replete Whii 
the marks of beauty ; every flroke that had beeii 
yefterday condemned^ noW* received the'chanlftdler 
of approbation. ** Well (cries the painter) 1 now 
find, that the befl way to pleafe one half of llie 
world is not to mind what the other half fays ; 
lince what are fanlts in the eyc» of ihele ihall be by 
tfaoie regarded as beaotiest" ' Adieu. - - < 

« 



L'E T T £ R LXL 
Prmfh/am, . 

ACHARACTER, fnch as yon have rcprefentcd 
that of your fair companion,' which continued 
•Virtuous, though loaded with infamy, is truly great. 
Many regard* A^irnlC^ %MElti^e it is attended with ap* 
plaule s your fkvourite only for the intetfnaF^eiM 



1 

fure it confers. I have often wiflicd that laclics like 
her Avcre propofed as models for female iiiiitationi 
and not fuch as have acquired ianic by qualities re* 
pugnant to the natural foftncfs of the lex. 

Women famed for their valour, their ikill in po« 
litiea, or tbeu* learnings leave the duties of their oVn 
fex, in order to invade the privileges of ours. 1 can 
no niorepardon a fair one lor endeavouring to wickl 
the club of Hercules, thau 1 could hiuxior aitenipt- 
iiig to twirl her dilVuff. 

The modeft virgin, the prudent wife, or the caret 
iul matron, are much mote (ervicealde in life, than 
petticoated philolbpbers^ ituftering heroines, or vir* 
ago queens. She who makes her hulband and her 
ciiildren happy, who reclaims the one from vice, 
and trains up the other to virtue, is a much greater 
character than ladies deicxibed in romance, whofe 
whole occupation is to mujcdev mankind with- (hafts 
from their ^uiver'or their eyes, . 

Women^it bas^heen dbfevvcd, are not ns^turally 
^rmedibr gi*eat cares thenifel ves, but tp foften ours. 
Their tendernefs is the proper reward for the dan« 
gers we undergo for their prefervacion ; and the 
eafe and chearfulnefs of their converfation, our de« 
iireable retreat from the fatigues of iutenie applica* 
tion. They are confined within ^the narrow limits 
of domeftic affiduity i and when they ftray beyond 
them, they move beyond thcir fphere^^ and. confii* 
qnently without grace. 

F'ame, therefore, has been very unjuftly difpenfed 
among the female fex. Thofe who lealt defe'. ved 
to be remembered, meet our admiration and ap« 
plaufe ; while many, who have been dn honor to hit* 
inanity, are pafled over in filence. Perhaps no age 
has. produced a flron||rer inftanceef mHplaced fame 
than the prefent , tlie Semiramis and the Thaleftrb 
of antiquity are talked of, while a modern chara(5l- 

er, infinit^y gjiesiter than eitJ|ier^ is mmouced and 
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Cntharlna Alcxovviia^, born near Derpat/a little ci- 
iy in Livonia, \vas lieirio no other inheritance thau 
the virtues and frugality of lier parents. Ker fa- ^, 
. ther being dea4,( ibe lived with her aged mother iix 
t]iar.i:ottagq cover^cd with Itraw ; and botb^ though, 
.ver;; poor, iJKcris very contented. Here,retired from 
the gaze of the world, by the labour of her tends 
ihe iup])orted ker piueii!;, who \^"as now incnpaKle, 
of fupporting heriHf. While Catharina fpun, the 
old woman would fet by, and read fonie book of 
devotion. Thus, when the fatigues of the day were 
over^ both would fit down contentedly by their fire 
fide^ and .enjoy the frugal meal whh vacant feilivity. 
I. Though her face and perlbn were models of per- 
ffclion, yet her whole attention lecuieJ bellowed 
upon her mind ; her i!iother taught her to read, and 
an old Lutheran minilter inilructed her in the max- 
ims and duties of religion. Isature had furniihed 
her not o;ily with a ready but a folid tiirn of 
tflOQgbt* ; not only with a ftrong bt&t a riglu under- 
flancliDg. ^ Such truly female accomplifliinents pro- 
cured her feveral folicitations of marriage from the 
]>earants of the country ; but their <>ncr.s were re- . 
fufed : for Ihe loved hcr mother too tendeily lo^ 
think of a feparatiou. 

Catharina was fifteen when her mother died ; ihe 
BOW dierefore left her cottage, and went to live 
with the Lutheran minifter, by whom fhe had been 
inftrutfted from her childhood. In hishoufe flie re- 
jiiicd in quality of goserneis to his children ; at once 
reconciling in her charaCier, unciring prudence 
\Vith fuj-}DriUjig vivacity.- 

The old man, who regarded her as one of his 
own children^ had l^er inftrudled in dancing and 
mufic by the mafters who attended the reft of his 
family.. Thus llic contiiiiied to improve till he 

* T/j/j account feems i^ken Jrom the inanufcript w^- 
moirs of H. SftlvMn. Efq. 

X • ' 
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died ; by which accident, flie was once more rcduc- 
^ ed to priftine poverty. The country of Livonia ^as 
^^it this time wailed by war, and lay in a moft mife- 
rable ftate of deiblation. Thofe calamities are ever 
moft heavy upon the poor ; wherefore Catharina, 
though portelicd of fo many acconiplifhments^ expe- < 
rieuced all the miferies of liopelefs indigence. Pro- 
viilons becoHiing every day more fcarce, and her 
private itock being entirely exhaiilted^ fhe refolved 
at laft t6 travel to Marienburgh^ a city of greater' 
plenty. 

With her fcanty wardrobe packed np in a wallet, 
flie fet out on her journey on foot ; flie was to walk 
through u region niiferable by nature, but rendered 
itill more hideous by the Swedes and Ruilians^ who, 
as each happened to become matters, plundered ic 
at dilcretion ; but hunger bad taught her to deipif^ 
the dangers and fatigues of the way. 

One evening upon her journey, as flie had entered 
a cottage by the way Tide, to take up her lodging 
for the night, flie was infiilted by two Swedifh Ibl- 
diers, who infilled upon (qualifying lier, as they 
termed it, to follow the cavip. They might probably 
have carried their infults ii^to violencCi had hot a 
fubaltern officer, accidentally pafling by, come in to 
' her affiftance : upon his appearing, the foldiers im- 
rjediately defiflcd ; but her thankfulncfs Was hard- 
ly greater than her furpri fc, when flie inlVaiuly 
recoUeiflcd in her dcdiverer, the fonof the Lutheran 
jninifter. her* former ' iuitrudlor. .benefa<5tor and ' 
mend - 

This was an happy intervievr fbf Catharina ; tfad ' 
little ftock of money fhe had brought from home 
"was by this time quite exhaulled i her cloaths were 
gone, piece by piece, in order to fatisfy thofe who 
had entertained her in their houles : her generous 
countryman, therefore, parted with what he could 
ipare, to buy her clothes, famiihed her with a horfe, 
and gave her letters of recommendation to Mn 
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Gluck, a faithful friend Qf bis father's, and fupeiln* >^ 
tendant at Marienburgh. 

Our beautiful ilranger hatl only to nppcar to be - 
well received ; flie was iinmcdiaiely aclmiticd into 
the fupeiinteiidant's family, as govcriKTs to bis iwo 
daughters i and though yet but feveiUcen, ihewed 
herielf capable of initrueling her fex^- not only In 
Virtue, but politenefs. Such, was her good leiife 
and beauty, that her nsalter himfelf, i^i a iborc tune 
offered her his hand, which;tohis great furprife, flie 
thought proper to refufc. /ic^tiiated by a princip]e 
of gratitude, flie was refohed to marry her deliverer 
only, even though he had Ipfl; an arm, and waa 
otherwife disfigured by ni'ounds in the fefvice. 

In order, therefore, to prevent further folicItati« 
ons from others^ as loon as the ofEcei* came to town ' 
npon duty flic offered him her perfon ; which he 
accepted wltli tranfport, and their nuptials were 
iblemnized as ufual. But all the lines of her for* 
tune were to be ftriking ; the very day on which' 
Ihcy were iparried,.the Kuilians lay fiege to Marien* , 
bcu'gb i the unhappy foj^dier diad now ho time to 
^njoy the well earned pleafores of niatrimony ; he 
was called off before confunimarion to an attack^ 
from which he was never after fcen to return. 

In the mean lime^ the fiege went on with fury, 
aggravated on one Ude by obiUnacy, on tlie other . 
by r^cijge. This war between the two northern 
jiowers at that- time was truly barbarous ; tlie in* . 
nocent peafant, and tlie harmleis \irgiii, often 
fhared the fate of the foldler in arms. Marienluirnh 
was taken by afljult : and iuch was the liuy of 
the aliailants, that not only ihe ganilbn, bnt alnicit 
,all the inhabitants, men, women, and children, 
were put to the fword i^^at length, when the car- 
nage was pretty well oycr^ Caikarina was found in 
9n oven. 

She had been hitherto poor, but ftill was free : 
fhe was now to conform to h/^r liard fate, and karn 
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,\**hnr It Vv'as to te :\ u wc : in this fltur.rion, howc- 
vcr, ilie behaved, wiin piety and luunility ; .and 
tr«ougu niislbniines had abated her vivaciry, yet 
Ibe was cheerful. The fame of h^' merit and rc- 
fignatian reached even Prince' MiuzikciF, the Ruffi- 
an general ; he defired to fee her, was i! ruck with 
■]:er beauiv, bo'uol;: her from \hc Ibldler her mnfter, 
"und placed her under ihe clireciion oi'li4s own filler. 
11 ere flic was treated with rdi the refpcOi which her 
anerh defc'rved, while her bcaiity every day im- 
proved with her good forttqie. 

She had not been Ipng iii'rhis^ iitutidon^^hen Pe- 
ter the'Great paying the Prhice. a -vifit, Catharitid 
happened to come in with fome dry fruits, which 
ilie fervcd round with peculiar niodefty. The 
mighty monarch faw, and was ftruck with her beau- 
ty. He returned the next day, cr.llcd for the beau- 
tiful Have^ aiked. her fcveral queiHons, '^nd found 
her nnderitanding even nior6 perfe&thdn ber pet'^ 
fon. ' ' • . ' . ' > 

He had been forced when young to marry from 
motives of interell ; he was now relolved to marry 
purfuant to his own inclinations. He, immediately 
inquired the hiilory of the fair Livonian, who was 
not yet eighteen. He traced her through the vale 
of obfcurity, through all tbe viciiEtudes of her for- 
tnnc, and found her truly great in tKem all. The 
riicannefs of her birth was no obftrucftion to his de- 
figu ; their nuptials were folemnized in private ; 
the Prince ailuring his courtiers, that virtue, alone 
was the propereft ladder to a throne. *; ' 

We now fee Catharina, from the low; tiindwwalled 
cottage, Enipreft erf the greateft kingflom npon 
earth. The poor folitary wanderer is now filr- 
ronnded by thoufands, who find happinefs in her 
jinilcs. She, who formerly wanted a meal, is now 
capable of diliuiiug plenty upon whole nations. To 
ber fortune ihe owed a part of this pre-eminence^ 
but to htr virtties raor^.^ 
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She ever after retained thofcgr^at qualities which 
fii'ft placed her on a throne s and while the extra- 
brditiary Prince', her liuiband^ laboured for the 

rcfoi maiion of liis male fubjecfls, /he ftudied^ in her 
Turn, the iniproveniejjt of her ONvn fcx. She altered 
their drefs, hurodiiced mixed afleirjblies, inllitiitcd 
an order of female knighthood ; and at lencTth,w hcn 
ftehad grbatly filled' all tte ftations of Eniprefi,, 
friend y wife, and mother^ bravely died without re- 
gret, regretted by alh Adieu. 



LETTER LXII. 

From Lhn CK Akangi, to Pwn Hoam^ firfl Preftdenf of 
the Cereji:oniai Acadcmj at P^km^ iu China, 

IN every letter 1 expedl accounts of fome new re» 
volutions in Cliina^ fome ftrange occurrence in 
the ftate, or difafter among my private acquaintance. 
I open' every pacquef with tremukius expeAations, 
and am afrreeabiy difappointed when I find my 
friends and my country continuing in felicity. I 
wander, but they are at reft ; they fiifFer few 
changes but what pafs in my own reltlcfs imagina* 
tion ; it is only the rapidity of my own motion gives 
an imaginary fwifcneft to obje<^ts which are in Ibroe 
xneafure immoveable. ^ 

Yet, believe me, my friend, that even China itfelf 
is imperceptibly degenerating from her ancient 
greatnefs ; her Jaws are now more venal, and her 
mercha^us are more deceitful than formerly ; the 
very arts and fciences have run to decay. Obierve 
the carvings on our ancient bridges ; figtu'es that 
add j^rbce even to nature. There is not an artift 
210W in all the empire^ that can imitate their beauty. 
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Ouv maniifcMSurts in porcelain toa> are iofedprio 
wharweonce were famous for; and even Europe 
now begins to excel us. There was a time wLcu 
China was ihe i cecpiacle of ltraiio;ei s,w hen all w ere 
welcome, \^\\^ either came to iui])rove the Itate, or 
achnire iis greameis i now lUe cnipii e is Hiut up 
from every foreign* improvement i and the very 
inhabitants difcoiirage each other from profecutjng 
' their own internal adva^i'ta^ea. 

Whence this d egeneracy in a ftate fo Utile fnbjed 
to external revolutions ? how happens it that China, 
vhlch is now moi e powerful than ever, which is lefs 
lubje«it to foreign invafions^ and even .aj[lU^<|d in 
ibaie difcovei'ies^ by her conne<llions with Europe : 
"whence conies it^ I iay^ that the empire is tlius de- 
clining; ib fait into barbarity \ 

This decay is forely from Nature, and not the r«» 
fait of voluntary degeneracy In a period of tw o 
or three ihonfaud ycai s Hie fceris at pi opcr inter- 
vals to produce great minds, \s\A\ an ctroit releiu- 
bltng that which introduces th< viciiiiiudes of Ijea* 
fons. They rile up at once, continue for an age, 
enlighten the worlds fall like ripened corn, and 
Hiaiucind again gradually relapfe into prifiine bar- 
barity. We lirile ones look around, are amazed at 
the decline, fcek after the caules of this invifible 
decay, attribute to want of encouragement what le- 
ally proceeds from want, of power, a(e ailoniihe4 
to fmd every art and Civei^f Icience in the decline, 
not conddering that autumn is over, and fatiguea 
nature begins to re}>ole fr/ fome fucceeding efforts. 

Some periods have, been remarkable for the pro- 
dadLion of men of extraord nary ftature ; others 
for producing I'ome pariirular animals in great 
abundance > fome for ^ccilive ])lcnty ^ and others 
again for feemiugly cawjfelefs famine. Nature, 
^vhich ihewjs herfeU* lb very different in ber^yifiblc; 
productions^ niuft furely differ alfp from herfcif in 
the produc5llon.of uunds ; and while flie aftoiiiilics 
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one age wi)4\ the ftrepgUd and ftatur^ of a Milo or ^ 
Maxiotiin^,may ble(b another with the ."wifdom of a 
.Plato^ or tbe.goodneis of* an Antoulue. • .,; 

Let us .noi 4 hen atjtritute to accident, the falling 
off of every nation, but to the natural rcvuluiiun of 
things, orteuintlie darkell ages thoae has appeared 
fonieonenian of furpriling abiJiiics,\\ho,\N iih all hi^ 
Underiiandhjg; failed to bring hisi baib^rp^s 9geiut|9 
refihp)nient^ all mankind feenied to ileeptilt ix9ture 
gave the generpl. call, and then the' >vbole wprUl 
I'eefiied at once ronfed ac the Toace i fcience tri- 
umphed In cvcrycoantry,and the brightnefi of a fin? 
gle genius Teemed loll in a galaxy of contiguous glory. 
Thus the enlightened periods in every age liaNC 
been imlverfal. At the time when China fiiU beg^if 
to emerge from barbarity, the 3)vellerii woi M \va» 
equally; riling Into refinemejpt i wheii we Xi^d opi^ 
Yau, tbey bad thehr Sefoilris. th fucceedhig ages, 
Confucins and Pythagoras feem^borii nearly* toge- 
ther ; and a train of philofophers then fpmng up 
as well in Greece as in Chhia. The period of re- 
newed barbarity began to ha\e an univcrlal Ipread 
nuich about the fame time, and continued for feve- 
rai centuries, tiU in the year of the Chriillan sra, 
1400, the emperor Yonglo aroie to revive, the learn- 
ing of the eaft ; while about the famb time, the 
Medicean family fabotired in Iialy to raife mfant 
genius from the cradle : thus we fee politeness 
ipreading over every part of the woild in one Dge^ 
and barb, rity fucceeding in another : at one pcriccl 
a. blaze oi light diflufing Itfelf ovdr the whole v^orld^ 
and at another all mankind wrapped* up in the 
prpfoufideft ignorance. * ' j 

Sucb lias been the fituation of things In times paft • 
and fuch piobably it will ever be. China^ 1 have, 
cbferved, has evidently began to degenerate Ironi 
its former politenefs .; and were the learning of the- 
p.uvop.eans at prcieot c^ndidily confidered, the de-. 
c^inc iNjbuld perhaps appear tp hf^yv akpady t.ajcciij 
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tdacei We ftouttl find among the nanv 
4ireft, the ftmlypf morality difplacecl for m 
ical 4ifqpifition, or met^phyfical fubtleiies ; we 
ftould find learning begin tb ftpafate from the ufc- 
fol duties and concerns of Kfej while none "vcnnired 
to afpire after that character but they who knovfr 
much more than is truly amufmg or ufefur. We 
fliould find every great attempt fupprelled by pru- 
denee. andlthc rapturous fublimity in writing cooled 
by a cauiioils fear of offence. We fliould find few 
dftboft darhig fpirits, who bravely yentnre to be 
wrouff, and who are willing to hazard mjich for 
the fake of great acquilition^. Pro^MehcA^ has !»• 
dulged the world with a period*of almoft fonrhfun- 
drcd years refinement ; docs it not now by degrees 
fink us into our former ignorance, leaving us only 
the love of wifdora, while it deprives us ©fits ad- 
vautages i Adieu* , 




L E T T ft LXIII. 
'^rm the fame. ' 

THE princes of Europe have found out 0 manner 
of rewarding their fubjedls who have behaved 
well|#by prcfeiuing them with about two yards of 
blue ribbon^ which is worn about the fhoulder. 
They who are honoured with this mark of diftinc^- 
ion are called knights^ and the kin§ hioifelf is al- 
ways the head ofthc order. This is a very frugal 
method of rccompenfmg ifte moft imporiapif fervi- 
ces ; and it is very fortunate for kings that their fub- 
jefts are fatisficd w ith fuch trifling rewards. Should 
a npblenian happen to lofe his leg in battle, the 
king prefenti him v^ich two yard» of ribbon; and he 
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sft paid for the Ibfs of liisrHmb. SMovId ht\ nmbaflii- 
dor 'fpend all his paiffrnal fortune ifi ibpjioviing the 
hoi'.or of his coniiiry abro:ul, the l<ini; piclents him 
W'iih two jrvrcls of l ibboji, which is to Uc conliJeicd 
as an equivalent to his ellaie. In fliort, while an Kn- 
ropeah king has a yard of blue or green ribbon Iciv, 
he need W under no appreheniton^ of wanting 
ftatefinen/ generals and foldiers. 

I cannot fufftciently admire thofe kingdoms/ irt 
which men, Nviih large patrimonial cflates, are v^iU 
ling thus to nnderco real hardfliips for empty fa- 
vours. A perfon, ah cady poflellecl of a conipetent 
fortune, who undertakes lo enter the career of am- 
bition,' feels many real incQiive^iencies from his ftrt^- 
tion^ while jc procvres him no real happinefe that h^ 
was not poi&tted of hefor^. ' He* conld ei^^* drink; 
and fleep, before he became a courtier, as well, per^ 
haps better, than when invelled with his authoiityi 
He could command flatterers in a private ftalion, ai 
l^ell asin liis public capacity, and indulge at h^m^ 
every favourite inclination^ Uncenfured ant! iinfeeA 
by the people. ' ' • i.- " • j:-:. > :c> 

• What reM good then d6^ ' an dddiitoh \o a fot^ 
tnne, already I'ufficient, procure ? *Not any. 'Coiild 
the great man, by having his foitunc inci eafcd, in- 
creal'e alfo his appetites, then precedence xwight be 
attended with real am ufement^ . ' 

Was he, by having bis one thoiafand made tt^o/* 
thus ehabled to erijoy two wives, of eat two dfnners, 
*4l|efi, indeed, He iiii^ht be excufed; for undergoing 
fbme pain, in drder to extend the Inhere of his en^ 
joyments. But, on the contrary, he finds bis defire 
for pleafure often leflcn, as he takes pains to be able 
to improve ic ; and his capacity of enjoyment di-' 
niinifhes as his fortune happens to increafe. 

Inftead^theiefore, of i'egatdfiigthe greatwAh eit^* 
vy, I geiierally confider theih with Tome (hare of coAh' 
paffion. I look upon ihein ^s a'fef of gbod natw^ed-, 
ahifguided j)cople, wjio are iiidebted to us^ and not 
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to theinfelves^ fpr all the bappiucis tliey enjoy. 
For our pleai'ure, and not tlieir ewn^ tbey fweat un« 
der acnmbrous heap of finery i for our pleaforey the 
lacqoied train, the flow parading pageam^ >vMi all 
liie gravity of grandeur^ moves in review ; a fingle 
coat, or a liugie footman, aiifvvcrs all the pmpoles 
ot the molt imloleiu refinement as well ; and thofe 
who have twenty, may be faid to keep one fortbeir 
Qwn pleafure, and the other nineteen merely for 
oor8« -.So'Crse jsrtjic ^bfervailbn of Confupips^ that 
wt take - greater, pains tp perfoade others that we 
are happy^tbnn in endeavoringto think fo onrlelves. 
. Bot though ibis delire of being feen, of being 
made the fubjc<5l of difcourfe, and of lupporting 
the dignities of an exalt^d;ilatiou, be troublefouie 
enoiigh thir «ainbitioi]ft,*yet it is vrell for .fociety 
that there are men thus willing to jexchange eab 
goifi Sifety ff|r:4aii^«r #nd .a ribbon. We iofe nor 
ibing by their vanity, and it would be unkind to 
endeavour to depi ivc a child o-f its rattle. If a duke 
pr a ducheis are willing to carry a long train for 
our entertainment, fo much the woiTe for tbcni* 
lelves^; if :il|ey cboofe to ^qd^t: ii^ .public \vith a 
lltiudred.nianieluka^ in their equipage fpf our euter- 
tafaiaicnt, ftiilA'iniich the worfe wr tfaefnielves > it 
is the fpecHatoi-s alone who give and .receive the 
pleafurc, they only the fwe^ting figures that fwell 
tlie pageant. 

A Mandarine, who took much pride in appearing 
with a number of jewels on every .p^rt of his robe,^ 
was once recoiled by nn old ily Bonze, who, follow* 
ing'iiini-tfarettgh leveral.ftree^s, s^nd bowi^ig often 
to the ground, thanked him for his jewels. What 
does the man mean ? cried the Mandarine. Friend, 
J never gave thee any of my jewels. No, replied 
ihe other ; hut you have let mc look at them, and 
tliat is.all Uie u(e you can make of tbem yourfelf ; 
ib ther4e is nodiflCerence between us, ^cept that yo\i' 
loayethe trouble or watching, thcni^ and that is ax( 
employment 1^ don't much dciire.^ Adidq. 
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LETTER tXIV. 

From tic fame, 

» 

THOUGH not very fond of feeing a pageant 
myfeif, yet 1 am generally pleafed \iriili being 
ill the crowd which iee$ it ; it is amufing to oblervo- 
the efteife \vhich fuch a f][>ediacle has upon the vari«! 
cty of faceSj the pleafore it excites inioine, the eu^- 
vy in others^ and the wiflies it raifes in all. With 
this defign I Jately went to fee the entry of a foj eigu* 
ambaflatlor, refolved to make one in the mob, to. 
ihout as they fhouted^ to iix with carueftnefs upon 
tbe fame frivolous objeAs^ and participate for a 
ivhsje the pleafures and the wifltes of the vulgar. 

Struggling here for Ibme time, in order to be firft 
to fee the cavalcade as it pailfd, fome one of the 
crowd unluckily happened to tread upon my flioe, 
"and tore ic in fuch a manner, that 1 was utterly un- 
qualified to march forward with the. main body, and 
obliged to fall back in the rear. Thus rendered 
incapable of being a IpecTtator of the ib^ myfelty 
I was at leaft willing to ohferve tbe fpedlators^ and 
limped behind like one of the inyalid9 which follow 
# the march of an army. 

In this plight, as I was confidering the eager jiefs 
tiiat appeared on every face, how Ibme buiUed to 
get foremoft^ and others contented themfelves with 
taking a tranfient peep when the^ ^oidd i how 
ibme praifed the four black fervants that were fiock 
behind one of the equipages, and fome the ribbons 
that decorated the horfbs necks in another ; my at- 
tention was called off to an objecfi more extraordi- 
nary than any 1 had yet feen, A poo{ cobler iac in 
his flail by the way fide, and continued to work 
while tbe crowd palled by, without teftifying the 
Analleft ibare of coriofity. \ own^ his want of at* 



Digitized by Google 



tention excited mine ; and as I ftood in need of his 

affiCtance, I tliourrht it beft to em])loy a pbilofbphic 
cobler on this occaiion : perceiving my bufinefs, 
therefore, he defirecl nie to enter and lit down," took 
n.y ihoe in his lap, and began tp mend it with his 
uiual indifference and tnciturnity. ^ 

Hovi, my friend^ faid 1 co him^ can you continue 
to work, while all thofe fine things are pafling by 
• your door ? V ery finef they are, matter, return- 
ed the cobler^ for thole that like them, to be fure ; 
but what are al! thofe fine things to me ? You doii*c 
know what it is to be a cobler, and fo much the bet- . 
ter for yonrfelf. Your bread is baked, ypu may.' 
go and fee fights' the whole day, ' ^nd eat a warm/ 
ujjjper whcn you come home at night ; but for me,, 
if I fhould run hunting after all thefe fine folk, 
what ihould 1 get by my journey but an appetite ? 
and God help me, 1 have too much of that at home 
already, without ftirring out for it. Your people^ 
who may eat four meals a- day and fupper at nighu. 
aVe bur a bad example, to fuph a one as I. No, ma£*| 
tcr, as G<5d has called m^ into this world iii or^er to 
mend old flioes, f ha^ve no bufineft with fine iolk^-^ 
iiud they no bufinefs with me." I here interrupted * 
liim with a finile. See this lall, mailer, continues 
he, and this hammer j this lalt and hammer are the 
two belt friends I have in this world ; nobody elle 
will be my friend, becaufe I want aTriend. The\ 
great folks you law pals by jult now have five ban- 
d red friends, becaufe they have' no occafion for 
them ; how, while I flick to my good friends here, 
I am very contented ; but when I ever fo little nni 
after Cghts and fniethings, I begin to hateniy work, 
I grow fad^ aiid have no he^t to meixd iboe^ any . . 
longer.'' ' ' [ 

This difcourfe only ferved to raife my" curiofity, 
to knowr mori of a man whoui nature' had thus 
formed into a philoibpher, I therefore infenfily led 
lilni into aa .hiilory of his adveiuuies : 1 have 
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Uv^v^p^dJie,,a.\x4»fIcr^i^flif^^ five and fifty 



fujue 



\plling, toiuiijued he, for 1 liave iievcr left ilie paiifU 
m.wlikh 1 y/as born, but ihre;^ rimps ijj my life^ 
that 1 ca^ reipep^ber but then .tliiere/i? pot a ftiect 
p,;the. wJiolp iipi&l^UQur^Qpd xHai I. fcivfe not Jived 
fli.ac iome uyiij oi; apotf^^r. AV^hen" I hcgi^n to fctlte 
aiia tq t:xkc^y V^Mn^fs in .pnp ftreet^ fooie unifprc,' 
fceiv>J^is%tlipe^,o>.a deJire oftr^ing my luck elfe-! 
wberiB, hasreinoYiju i^if , perhaps a whole mile away 
from luy former tufloViu rs, wnile fomc more lucky 
cobler would come into my place, and makea hand- 
fome fortune among friends of my Aiaking : there 
T'^.S-nc who a<aoglW .died.in a.ftall that lhad 
left, wDTth ftven potnidY'ftven ihillmgs, all in hard 
gold, which he had quilted into the wailt-band of 
his breeches,'' 

I could not but r:n!]e at thefe migrations of a man 
by the fire fide, and continued tQ,aikif hp l^adever 
. been married. Ay, tliai 1 ha^e, matter, replied 

H^/'^l ^"f^?^" i an4 a,'Weary life I ]had 

of It. heaven^ kpoM's* My ; w5 ft took it into her 
ll^^^.thafjitie only way to thrive in this world was 
|^,.lave money ; ib; tliough our comings-in was but 
3bout three fliillings a week, all that ever flie could 
lay her hands upon, flie ufed t^ hide away from me. 

though ^^;e sx^ip ^^iW'^^ }9^i^yf ito. whole week 

' J* firit riiree' yeii* ^i-e nfe'd to quarrel about 
this fevery day, ap4 I always got the better; but 

I P"""' continued to hide as 

.Hfual j lb that I >vas at lalt tired of quarreling and 
getting the better, and flie fcrapedmid fciaSed at' 
picature, till 1 -vyas alnioft ftarved' to dcatfi. HjCr 
condwAjaroseme at laft in delpair to tb«.aIe*J>ORfe i 
fceie I M CO . Avith iiepj,U| 5jlio;i,ju«l-h99ie 1** 
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niyfelf, drank while I had money left, and run In 
/core when any body would trull me ; till at lalt 
the landlady, ^oming'ctte dky M^ith a l6tig bill wheit 
I was from tibnve^ and' putting, ij: into itiy' wifb^s 
bands^ the length of St ^ifei3iiaUy bi^oKe b«r hOMt. 
1 learehed the whole ftall after ^fhe'i^as dAM for 
money, but flie had ii'ulden it fo efFe(ftually, that, 
with all my paius, 1 could never find a farthing." 

By this time my (hoe was mended, and laiist'ying 
the poor artitt for his trouble, aaid rewarding him 
befide$, for hk jn^ormatloiiji I took my leave^ ahd 
retarired home, te lengtbeh dtft %e amufemeiit bis 
rohverfiitioii^ ailbrdfid^ by coiasntmicatiDg it tol. mj 
friend. Adieq, 

• - • . . , , . 



LETTER .LXV. . , 

• ^\» *t %. 4 ' • , »fc «. «. »• 4 I . , 

From LUn Chi Altangt ta Htngpo^ t^s ivfy oj MoJcow[ 

GENEIIOSITY,. properly applied, will /upply 
every other exteroal advantage in life^ but the 
love of thofe we toiiverfe with i U will procure ef- 
teem "titii a ebndb^ rcHVnibling rbal^aifecilion^ Wt 
acfluallo'^els tfae^fpontalt,e6Wptodii<^ottbf tbe^^ ; 
310 gertcrofity' catn p^Jircliafe, h6*^ I*(iwird1i' increaffe', 
nor no liberality continue it ; the "Very perfon w ho 
js obli^e(l,has it not in his power to force his linger^ 
Jng affec^tions upon the objed: he fliould love, and 
wlufttarily mix paflSopvVvith gratitude. . . /' 

Inipafred'fortune, Mdwelfplaced liberality, may 
i5rociire di^ benefacSor good wlll.'may loj^d thi peir- 
ibii obliged^ with'ttiii^ivire i*^e Wfilitj^ he ttc«tniae^r 

to retaliate ; this is gratitude': alid flmple gfjiiitude, 
lintindlured with love, is all the return an U^g^^^^^ou^ 
*liiiud can bcftow for fbrwpr benefits. ^-"^ ^•->'^ 

K 
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But gratitude m/i Ipvc^ are almp^ pppofite atfec- 
•tiond ; loveiis o£tcn an involuiit^i^^^iUon, placed 
upon our com paitioris without oiir c6n(^nt^ and fre« 
queiuly conferred \vitliout our previous efteefn. 
We love fome men, \se know ])ot why ; oin* tender- 
nefs is naturally excited in all their concerns ; we 
excufe their faults widi the fame indulgences and 
.api)rove their virtue Y^itb the ^^itie appiaufe with 
which we confider our own. , White we entertain 
tl^e paffion, it pleafes us a i(re cherjfb it with ddight^ 
and give it up wit!U relu(flance, and love for loVe !s 
all tlie reward we eypec^ or defire. 

Gratitude, on the contrary, is nevcir conferred but 
wbetie, there have bepn previous endeavors to excite 
it i we confider it as a debt, and our fpirits wear a 
)oa^ till we haire difchar^ed the obligation. Esery 
aclRnowledgnient of gratitude ' is a circumftance of 
'humiliation ; and fonie are found to ftibmit to frt* 
quent mortifications of this kind ; proclaiming what 
obligations they owe, merely becaijfe they think it 
.in fome meafurc cancels the debt. 

. Thus love ij^ the moft eafy and ajgreeable^ and 
[^graittude f he moft humilifiting aQe&ibn of the mind ; 
Ve never reflect oi]( the nian we love^ without exult- 
ing in our choice ; while he who has bound us to 
him by benefits alone, rifcs to our idea, as a perfon 
to whom we have, in fome meafurc, forfeited our 
freedom. Love and gratitude are feldcm, there- 
.fore, found in the fame breall, wiihoui impairing 
each other ; we ni^iy teiide^ the one . or the othi^r 
fingly ^ tnofe we cpnyei-fc \yiih, but cannot coita* 
'nana \>6^1)» together* Jfiy/ attempting to encreaie^ 
we ctiuiinilh them the mind becomes bankrupt un- 
der too large obligations ; all additional benefits 
leflen every hope of future return, and bar up every 
avenue that leads to tendernefs. * ' • 

In aljl oor €onne<^iot)s with.focie^y, therefore, it 
is not only generous^ but prudent, to appear infe^^ . 
lU>le.of the value of thole fj^vpurs we oedov^. and 
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CjicTravoiv to^rjiakc the otl;grition fecm ns fliglu n > 
pulllble. LoVe •nrt:!l he tjke]i by llrnrag^m, biicl 
not by open force : we flioald fecm Ignorant that 
we oblige, ancl Jeavc'the nuncl at: full liberty to give 
or rejFii?e,its affec^tipn^ ; for couUraint nliy 'Siideed 
leave the nccei^feV ftill gratcfuK but'iL>S»xcriamly 
produce oilguT!:. , . . , . ' . 

If to procure gr'attt ude be otil'irfly afifti, "tltefC'fii 
no great art in r.i:iki!ig the ac(jnifiti6n ; a bclieflt 
conferred demands a jull iicknow Icdgment^ aft^ tre 
have a right to tnfi^ iPpon our du^J " ' 

But it wfre ibucTi n<orc' prtid^nt to vforegd oiir 
right oil fiicJi Vri 6(*caft(ni/and cxchatige^tliPW^*^^ 

^fo? love. ' Wc recrfvtf l?iJt,Ktt1e adyijtp^^ frdift" Vi- 
peated proteftatioris of 'gratif\id<r/'biit the^^ 
\cry much from whom wc exa<ft them in r'etti<''ii ; 
txaOlinir a grateful acknovvledgrnent, is demanding 

. a debt by \vhich the creditor is not advantaged, ancl 
ihe debtor pays with t^elucflance.'*' » ' • • 
'As Mencius the iDhilofo|)b)^r'V4S tV^velling'^iii the 

•purfuit of wifdeifi;, liigllt 'pvenWdk' biih' at th'i fodt 
oFa cloojiiy ihoufitan?; vett^t^ J]r<)iii4fi^,Ti>B*ridon» 
of men. Here, tis' Wwnfe ftriyin^' Wliil^ VaiA^ 
thunder conrpired to make folitiKi eft ill nibiehrde-- 
ous, h eperceived a hermit's cell, and approaching^ 

. aiked for fhelier. f^nter, cries the hermit^ in a ie- 
Tere tone, men deferve not to be obliged, but it 
MTOoId be imitating ihcjr jngratittide to treat tlieni 
as they dcfervel Come ik : examj>lcs ^f vice mav- 
fometimes ftrengiheh tis^in-'/hi^ Waysof yjfrhie; / ' J 
Afrer a frugal meal, ^yhich conTif^eA ot tbod'^tia 
tea, Mencius could not rcpreis his cnriofity to know 
why the hermit had retired from mankind, the ac- 
tions of whom taught the trucll leiibns of w ifdcm. 

'Mention not the »am'e of inW,' cri^s the hermit, 
^ith indignation 4 het^ let me live feriVtd from a 
Imfe, iirtsratefnl wdM 5 hcift; among ih^ beafts of 
the foreiV, 1 Ihall iRn^l bo . flatterers --the li^^^^^? 
^nerous enemy, and the dog a fsittifbl fticiid j 
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•but liian, bafe nun, can polfon tiiC bowl, and ib^iie 
: while he prerexits it. You have been uicd ill by 
3fta!!uki»d^4meirrnpi«d liiQ.plwl.QAopher, flncwdly. 
. Yer, retun>€4 the lierimtr rp.jpWnd i l^ve ex- 

*^ Dkl yoa beftow your fomme, w wd.yojp^;Jy 
lend it f" returned Mcncius. I beftoWed . it, ;iin- 
doubtecily, repliea ihq oilier, for where were the 
merit of being a money lender ? *^ Did they ever 
finmithat they re^^iyed it r^^itill a^ds, the phiiolb- 

jry.jfyJM^ mjQ wilk*j^i^S^0ioi}^M gratitude; .for 
^lig^tioiH rif^y^d, and fc^ickatipBSi of future r^<» 
▼OOFS. ^^Ifti^Uf' (fays Mcncius, fmiling) '^yoiidijl 
not lend your fortune, m order to h:ivc ic returned, 
it 3s unjuit to accule them of ingratitude ; they own- 
ed, them fe lyes obliged, yon expecfied no niore, and 
f bey certainly earned each favour, by frequentHy ac- 
knowledsiog tbsf obligation.'' The i^enaif 
Aradc wfth the reply, and fprveying his gueft Vikh 
emotion, I have lie»rd:of the great. Mciicius, and 
you certainly are the man ; I am now four-fcorc 
years old, but ftill a child in wirdcra ; take me back 
tathe fcliool of man, and educate me as pne of th^ 
aiod ignoraoc wd the youngeil of your diiciples i 
Indeed, niy fon, it is betW to have fdendS'iu oi^r 
pafikge iJirough life, than eratefal dep^qdants : and 
as love h a more willing, lo it is a more lafting tri-' 
%ttte, t ha » eactor ted obligation. As we are uneafy 
"when greatly obliged, gratiiude once reftifed can ne- 
ver after be recovered : the mind that is bale enough 
lQ(dxiklhyw jalt returnji infte^d of feeling any 
vneafinefs upon *reoolle(5Uon,' trinmpb^ in its neva 
ao<iuii*ed fi*oedom|. and in finiie. m^d^ve 13 pleafed 
With contciooi liiifenefiL 

.'Very different is the fituatiou of difagrecing 
friends, their reparation produces mutual uneafineliJ : 
Vke xbaC divided being in fal^lQus cce^uoii/ tbeii^ 



fjinpathetic fouls once more deiiie their former 
union, the joys of both are iniperfec*!, tbeir gayeft 
moments tinctured with uneaiinefs ; each feeks for 
the finalleft conceflions to clear the way to a wifhed 
for explanation t the mod trifling acknoiwledg* 
Hieut, thcflighteft accidcnf^ ferves to edRtift a niucnal 
reconcilfarion. ' ' ' 

But inftead of purfiiing the thought, permit me 
to foften the fe\ei ity of advice, by an European fto^ 
ry, which will fully illulhate n)y meaning. 

A iidler and his wife, who had rubbed through 
life, ns moft ^copies nfaally do, (bmetinies good 
friendtj a| others not quite fo well> one 4aYln|ppeti- 
ed to have a difpute, ^hich was oondiMfted ^itb' be^ 
coming fpiVit on both fides. ; Tlie wife Was fore (be 
"^'as right, and the hulband was refolved to have his 
own wav. What was to be done in fuch a cafe i 

w 

the quarrel grew worfe by explanations, and at 1 aft 
the forj of both rofe to fuch a pitch, that they made 

^ vow never to fleep toget^ier in the (anie- bed for 
the future. This if^as uie molt ralh vow that coQbi 
be imajMned ; for tb^ ftill were-friends at bonomv 
and bendes they had bu% one bed in the honfe $ liow^ 
e^er, refolved they were to go through with it, and 
at night the fiddle-cafe was laid iu bed between 
them, in order to make a feparation. Jn this man* 
ner they coftitinued for three weel^ ; every ni^ht 
the fiddle-caie being ^aced as a barrier to <Uvid^ 

'thdin. • • • 

By thift time^ however^ each heartily repented of 
their vow, their refentment was at an end, and * 
their love began to return ; they wifbed the fiddle* 
cafe away, but both had loo much fpirit to begin; 
One night, however, as they were both lying awake 
vith the detefled fiddte*«afe between them, the hnf* 
band happened ^ fiieeze, to which the wife, as if 
nibal in /ueh cafes^bid God Ueb Yam % Aye,^but, 
(returns the hnfband) woman, do yon fay that fronf 
your heart V\ Indeed 1 ^o, my poor Nicholas^ 
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cried'llis vAfe, I fay it ^\th all my lieavf.*^ V 

fo then, (fays the huibaiid) we had ;.s ^ooU icn ove 
the fidcllc cafe/* • . . . . 
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LETTER LXVI. i / 



from the famt. .! . 

BOOKS^ my fon^ vhilc they teach Us to refi^e^fl 
the interefts at others, often make tis'lmsnitidfiil 
6f onr own vrhilethe^ inftnidi the yoitthfol imdct 
'to giafp at (bcial happinefsy he grows miferable in 
detail, and attentive to univerl'al harmony, often 
forgets that he hinifelf has a part to fuitain in the 
concert. I didike, therefore, the philofopher who 
defciibesthe incouvenienciesof lifein fuch pleating 
colours, that the pupil grows enamoured of diitreli^ 
longs to try the charms of poverty, meoCsi&vkhouo 
.dread, nor fears ks hicon^eoiciices, \iU Jbe levereljr 
• feels them. - . •» 

A youth, who has thus fpent his life among books, 
new to the world, and unacquainted wuh man, but 
by phUofophic information, may be coiiitcleredas a 
being, ^hoTe mind is filled with the vaigar efrors 
of the wife s titterly nnqnalifiedfor a journey thrMgl^ 
life, yet Confident of his bwn IkiU iDfibe dinsiiUofi/ 
he fets out with coniidence, blunders on.lR^ith vanity^' 
and finds himfelf at laft undone;* •? * • 

He firil has learned from books, and then lays it 
down as a maxim, that all niaitkind ai e. virtuous or 
vicious in excels ; and hd has heen long taught to 
deteft vke and love virtue: warm, tbere&ira, in 
attaebments, and ftedfaft in enknity, he tceats vttvy 
cseasure as a friend or foe; expe(^s fron^thofo-tev 
loves unerring iaiegrity^ and coniigns. hii eneiiiks 



fbthe' reproacIioF vrantrntQ txei^^ltiw^ r/Ori -tbb 
jnlncjple be prdcieads ; and licnebfegin iftis-^ difap- 
pointments : upon aclofer iiirpedtldn of huiDan jja- 
ture, he ]>€! ceives, that he fLioriid hr.ve uiodcrated 
Ills fiiendniip, and Toficned his fevcrity ; for lie of- 
tdttfinde- 1 h e ;< ! i ijfti ]lc>|] € ii s of one part of |)t@ui&iil4^ 
clouded with vice^ and the faults of the other' 
brightened wkh wtue « he iin^s no char^<9!eh ib" 
iancfiified tbtl lias not lis.failtfig^, ndne foinfambus* 
but has fomewhat to attra<rt our clbeeni ; he beholds 
impiety in lawn and iideliiy in fetters. 

He now, tiierefnre, but too ^aTc, perceives ;hat* 
ids regards l]iould have been n. arc cool, and. bid ha- 
ired leis violent ; that the ttuly wife feldoat' c<&tt ' 
iroinaiitic frkn^ftiips iwkh the ^tmd^ .and a^oidi if 
poffiUfe) >the TtiSmjmbtMycn of the mcked jSeircry 
sndMent gives him frelbonftances, that the l>ond9of 
friendfhip are broken if drawn too clofely, and that 
thofe whom he lias treated with difrelpect, more 
tiian retaliate tiie ir.jury : at length, therefore, be 
isobUged to confefs^.chat h$ has cieclai ed.war upon 
tlieii'icfons haif<oPamiikind, -iimtaoutbm td 
i^iwim i^iaxit^ aJHOOg.thft'Vktmiis ta eipovi&IA 
quarreL " • 

Our book-tanght phJlofoph^r, • however, is now 
tfio far advanced to recede ; and tliough po\erty 
be tlic jult confeqnence of the inany enenues his 
condixTt has created, yet he is refoIved*to nieet it 
ti^itkout-ibrinking : jpiuloAqil^erfr have defcribed p^*- 

ifr^ttnsohttd }h .:tlraikhig,,tbae'Iie>«iii<mI4 rfliesr th€r 
world, in himfelf, one niore'e&MOTpIe of 'patience^ 
fortitude, and refignation. Come, then, O pover- 
ty I for what is there in thee dreadful to the Wise ; 
temperance^ health, and fi-ngality, walk in thy 
trai^ i cheai'fulneA- and-. liberty are ever tbv com- 
pjwAcmt. Shall any. he> afliamcd .cf thee «tf .ykom. 
^iAe^iiaiiM wis fios*'pfliaiQed }. ^tfcr jnmtihig 1»;ook^' 
tlielmteiiftii<#ddj:4i%an^lyftt^^ man! 
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t^nfiits bntlinle, nor th.Yt little lo^ig ; come 
Poverty, wiiilc kings ihind by and gaze wi 
jjitlon m the philofbpncrs re(]gnation.K ' V 

i.hc i^)tldciis appears ; for Pdverty ^jvcr Coixies at 
tli^ cLili : bnt^ alas ! he finds her by no means the 
diaf in iiig figure Jiopks and bis jwarm imagination 
had painted. As when eaftefn bride, ^wliom her 
frii^ndsand relations had long defcribed as a model 
of perfedlion, pays iier fult vifit, the longing bride- 
groom lifts the veil to fee a face he had never feen 
before 1 Uut.inftead of a countenance blazing with 
bcai^tyjbke the. fun, he beh6lds defoVrttity ihtooting 
ictdes^to ini heart ; inch ^pptars iPovtfrty to her 
nctw ept<;rtai9er j all j^abric of e^ithufi5\rm js ^ 
•j>ncp deiQodifheil^ ana a tliouf&nd^in^lVHe^yifi^' 
its ruins, while Contempt; with pointing iSlriger^ 
foremod in the hideous proceffion. * 

The poor nvan now finds that he can get nb kiti 
to look at iiim while he is eating ; he liuds that if 

t>ro portion as he^ grovvs .pjOor, ;the World tiif lis its 
)ack upon *hini, and srlves hi rh" leave to tt<A the 
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what figiiifies wearing the malk of ilurdy conteut- 
inenr, and mounting the ilage of reftraint, when 
pot one creature will affift at the exhibition ! Thus 
is he forfaken^of men, while his fortitude Wants the 
Jatisfadllon (Bven of felf-applaufe fot' either hfe' does 
hbtjfeel h|3;prpfent <:ai1amitiesyTOdtltot' iS.hatttril 
itiil^enfibility, o^ lie cllfgaifei his feelfnjb, iqld itiatji^ 
diffimiilatiort: \ • • '^'V^' ' ^ 

S])]cen now begins to take up the man ; not ciif- 
tino-uiniins in his refentinents, he rerai ds all ninn- 
kuid with deieftaiion, and commencing man-hater^ 
ibeks folitudc to be at liberty to rail. '* 

It has been laid^ that he who r^lirc^^to foliW/Ai^ 
cither a. beolt or an an^el *; tlifc c^nful'e is f6o fe verV^ 
ailfl tit praife ttlnnerite^ :^ ihie' dUconti^ntetf b^iiijg 
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f4Hj», mites.. from fociety^ ii ftrnerally fome goodi 
Ittfiireii.iii^m who ba8 begun his fift witbptit expe* 
rlence, and'kti«w not how to galp k in hi^ inters 



L/i?;7 Chi Altangi, to turn HtaiHy fiirfi Prefiiint 
.J oj tbii.Qttj^fimiai Acadjim^ at Pekin, in Chtria^ 

IFORMEaLY acquainted thee, moft gra^l5 Fum, 
with the excellence of the Englifh in the art of 
belling. The Chmefe boaft their Ikill in polfes^ 
* the Siamdc their botanical knowledge, l>ut €hd 
£ngliih advertiiing Pb}'fician9 alone;, of being the 
great reftorcrs of health, the difpcnfefs of youth^ 
.and the infurers of longevity. J can never enough 
admire the fagacity of this country, for the en con- 
^gement given tp the profeflbrs of this art y with 
what indulgence does flie foder up thofc of her bwii 
growth, and kindly cherifli thofe that come from 
abrojRd. •'like a ikilfal gardteer, ' ihe invites them 
from 6vcry foreign dimatetaberfelf^ Here ievery 
.great exotic ftrikes root as fbon a« imported, and 
feels the genial beam and favour ; while the migh* 
ty metropolis, like onevaft munificent dunghill, re- 
jceiy.^ ihtKi indifbrintiiiately to her breafl^ an4 Alp; 
'plies each wieb more tliah native houriihmerit. ' . 

In othetijcoontrieSy the phyfician pretends to cor^ 
4ifordtrsiii the lump ; the famedoAor wlto combat 
tbp gout in the toe, lhall pretend to prefisribe for vk 
pain in the head , and he who at onetime cures a 
c;on(umption, fliall at another give drugs for a drop- 
(y. How abfurd and ridicnlous ; t'ais is being a 
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complicated than a bra(^ pin ? Not Uf!> than ten 
ififFerenc hands aVe required to niake a pin ; and 
^ali the body be iet right by one fitigle operatot t 

The Englifh are fenfiUe ofthq fbrce of this rcfa-& 
ibning ; ihey havetherc^ore one doAor for the eycs^ 
another for the toes j they have their fciaticadocfti 
6ts, and inoculating docfiors ; they have one docftor 
niodeltly content wich fecuring them from bugbites, 
and five hundred who prefcribe for the bite oi* 
hiad dog^. ' 

The leamecl are not here retired with vicious.mo* 
defty from public view $ for every dead -wall is cavi 
bred w9th Their nathes^ their abilhies, their amasdng 
cures and places of abode. Few patients can efcape 
falling into their hands, unlefs blallcd by lightning, 
or ftruck dead with ibuie fudden dilorder : it may 
fometimes happen, that a Itranger who does not un- 
derftand Eoglub, ot a countryman who cannotread^ 
dies iirit^cmt ever beaiing of the -vivifying drb]>s, or 
ireftorative ele<%tiary ; bnt ibr my part, before I was 
a week in town, I had learned to bid' the whole cat* 
alogue of diforders defiance, and was pefcdlly ac- 
quainted with the names and medicines of every 
jgreat man, or great woman of them all. 

But as >iothing pleafes curioiity more than anea- 
dotes of the gi*edt, however minute or trifling, I 
muft prelent yoU, inadeqdftteMEU my abiltties are to 
the Ibbjedt, with (bme accoaht of thofe peHbnages 
who lead in this honourable profeflion. 

The firft upon the light of glory, is do(5lor Rich- 
jard Rock, F. CJ. N. Thisgreac man is (hort of Itat^ 
lire, is far, and waddles as he walk^. He always 
vrears a white tbree-tail'd wig, nicely combed and^^ 
frizzed mnm each dieek. Sonietimet he carries a 
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that this extraordinary perfonage ffaootd never wear 

^n hat, but fb it is, he never wears an hat. He isu- 
fu^lly drawn at the top of his own bills, fitting in 

lixs arm cbair^ holding a little bottle* between bisiio* 
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ger antl thumb, and furrounded whh rotten tccil}, 
jjippers, ])ills, pncqiiets, and gcilly i>ot5. Ko niaii 
^aii .promife faijcr nor bcitei ihuu he i for, as ij^ 
bbferves^ *f JBe your ^ilbrji^r. uever lb fs^r be 

, .TJbw nejft in fame, tUougli 'jy fomc j^^ckooed.pf 
^eqiia) pretenfiVns, is doAor riniothy Franks^ F. O. 

C l^-J. living in a place c.ilkd lue Cul i3ai!ey, As 
Rock is renrarkablv kniab, liis ai cat rival i^'raiiUs is 
renjarkably tall. He Nvas bom in ;Lc year of ihe 
Cbriftiai) $xa.i69^, aiidJ;^^ wJUile I ixo^v write, 
^cftiy, iixryvej^ht^earf^' t]bjr(B^ n3f)^ths> and foiir daj^s 

8 Id. Age,:'bowcYerj^ija8kip ^yays impw jiTual 
ealtb and vicacity ^ I iim .tola hc: geiifi-ally V^l&s 
mtbhisbreaft open. This gentl<^man^ who is of 
a mixed reputation, is parriwuiarly remarkable for 
a becoming afiurance, wliicb carries bini g^'ntly 
throngh life ; for, except doctor Ixock, none are 
' more bleft >vitb th^ jadvanttages ot f^c0 ihau do/L^ior 
tranks. . • . . 

^ Ap4 yet the great bave^th^ir foible^ as w<sll as tb« 
little. J am almoft afliamed to mentipn xt\ Let tbe 

foibles of the great reft lii peace. Yet I muft iiDj^art 
the whole to my friend. Tbcfe two great men are 
acftually dov/ at variance ; yes, my dear Funi Hoam, 
by the head of ou):g^an4^*aib£;r they ^re 410V 
'variance like mere men, mere cpinpiioii niortdla^ 
The champion Rock advifes th^ WoHd to.bewar.e 
Df bogtrqtti'ng quacks^ ^bUff Franks Tctons the^ vrit 
and the iarcaffi) (for ibeyliave both a- world of wit) 
by fixing on his rival the odious appellalio]i of 
Dumjdin Dick. He calls the ferious doCior Rock 
Dumplin Dick I Head of Confuciu?, vvhat.profanar 
tion ! Dumplin .Dick 1 What a^pity^ ye ,po\>'ers. 

that tbe^learned^ who. were bprii mucu^W to.ai&4 
jp.fnKghteoing tbe world, (hbuld tjius; differ axxw 
l^emfebre^^aitd make /even the profeflfipa riqicufcxisl 

widfi,.qnoushj^ a^^ fe;.^.^? 
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great perfi^nagei to figure in ; men of fclence flioiild 
toave cimtroverly to the little world below them ; 
and then we might fee Rock and Franks walking 
together hand in hand^ fmiling onward to immor* 
lality. 

Next to thefe is doctor Walker, preparator of In^i 
own medicines. This gentleman is remarkable for 
an averfion to quacks ; frequently cautioning the 
l^blic to be.car ef ul into what hands they commit theic 
iafety ; by which he would infinuate, that if they 
do not employ him alone, they muft be undone. His 
ublic fpirit is equal to his ilicceis. Not for himfelf, 
ut his country, is the gally pot prepared, and the 
drops (ealed up, with proper directions for any part 
of the town or'~country. All this is for his coun- 
try's good : fo that he is now grown old in th^ 
pra<liioe of phyfic and virtue ; and, to ufe his own 
elegance of expreflion, There isiiotfuch another 
anedicine as his in the world again/* 

This, my friend, is a formidable triumvirate ; 
and yet, formidable as they are, 1 .am refolved to 
defend the honour of Cbinefe phyfic againft them 
aU. I have made a vow to Aimmon do&ov Rode 
to a folemn difputation in all the myfteries of the 
jjrofellion, before the face of every philomath, ftn* 
dentin aftiology, and member of ihe learned fo-* 
cieties. I adhere to, and venerate the docTcrines of 
old Whang-fhu-ho. In the very teeth of oppofition 
1 will maintain, *That the heart is the fon of the 
liver, which has the kidneys for its mother, and tlie 
ftomach for its wife." I have, therefore, drawn 
up a dii'putation challenge^ which is to be fent ipee- 
*djly, to this effect : 

Lien Ciii i^ltangi, D. N. R. P. native of Ho* 
nan in China^ to Richard Rock, h\ U. native of 
Garbage-alley in Wapping, defiance. Though, fir, 
I am perfedlly fenlible of your importance^ though 
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»o ftranger to yomr ftudies in the patlit of nature^ 
yet there nmy be many things iq the arc of phylie^ 
Mfith which you are yet unacquainted.* 1 know full 

well, a doc'iorthou ait, great Rock, and fo am J : 
wheiefo! e 1 challenge, and do hereby invite yon lo 
a trial ox' le.jruing upon hard problems, and knotty 
phyiical points. In this debate we will cabnly in* 
^elligate the whole theory and pracftice of medicine^ 
botany, and chymiftry : and I invite all the philo« 
matho^ with many of the lecftorers in medicine, to 
be prelcnt at the difpiue, which 1 hope will be car- 
ried on with due decorum, with proper gravity, and 
as beiits men ol erudition and icience among each 
other. But before we meet face to face, I would 
thus publicly y and in the face of the whole worlds 
defire you to anfvirer me one queftion $ Talk It 
with the fame earneftnefs with which you have oft* 
en iblicired the public ; anlwer nie, I iay, at once, 
without having recourfe to your ph> fical dictionary, 
which of thofe three dilorders, incident to the hu- 
man body, is the moil fatal, the icyncope, paren* 
thefis, or apoplexy ; I bes your reply may be as 
public as this my demand.^ I am, as hereafter 
anay be, your admirer or jour rival. Adieu. ' 



L E ^T T E R LXVIII, 

To tie fame* 

INDULGENT nirure fcems to have exemjHed^ 
this illand from many of ihofe epidemic evils 
which are fo fatal hi other parts of the world. A 
want of rain but for a iew days beyond die esptA* 

♦ The dny after fhh was paUz/hed^ thf editor receivBd- 

an an!i})2ry in 'whkh the doCtor fcews to be oj of i/tion^ 
I hat the 0ipqpic:cj n mojl fatal. 
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ed (ea(bn in Cinna, fpreads fanMne, defolation and 
terror, over the tvbole couiurjr ;^he wiods that 
bfowTrom the brown bofbm of the weftern defai:t^ 

are impregnated with death in every gale ; but in 
this fortunate hind of Britain, the inhabitant courts 
heahh in every breeze, and the hulbandiuan ever 
ibws in joyful expe&ation. 

But thcMigh the nation be exempt from real evila, 
think nat» my friend^ that it ia more happy on this 
aeeomv than others. They areaffliAed it is true^ 
with neither famine nor peftilencc, but then ihcx'C 
is a dilbrder peculiar to the country, which every 
ieafon makes ilrange ravages among them ; it 
fpreads with ])eftilentiaL rapidity and ijifec'ts ainiolk 
every rank of people ; what is ftiil more ilrange, 
the natfvef have no name for this. peculiar malady, 
though well known to foreign phyfictaiis^ by the dp* 
pellation of epidemic terror. 

A feafon is never known to pafs in w hich the peo- 
pie are not vifited by this cruel calaaiity in one 
Aape or another, feemingly different,though ever the 
fame ; oi>e year it ifiiies from a baker's Ihop hi the 
fliape of a Axpenny loaf^ the next it takes the ap« 
pearance of a comet witH a fiery tail, a third if 
threatens like a fiat-bottomed-boat, aiul a fourth it 
carries confternaiion at the bite of a njad doo;. The 
people^ when once ^nfe<5led, lofe their reliih for 
happit\eft^ feunter about with looks of defpondence^ 
aik after the calamities of the day, and receive no 
comfWt'bnt hi heightening each other's d]ftrefi« . It 
is tnfignificant how remote or near, how weak or 
powerful, ilie objeifl of terror mny I c, whrn once 
they refolve to fright and be friglired the mcrclt 
triHes fow coufter»ation and difmay, each propor* 
tioiis his ^fears, not to the object, but to the cbread 
he diibovers in the countenance of others ; for 
when on^ rlie fermentation is begnn, it i^oes cm of 
itfdf, thonoh the original caufc be ciikontinucd 
which iirit ii iu moiiou* • 
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A dread of mad clogs 5s the epidemic terror which 
now prevails, and the whole nation is at prefent 
a<5iuaUy groaning imdcr the malignity of its influ* 
e»ce. The peiypie falJy from their houfes with that 
circumfpeiSionj which is prudent in fnch as expeft 
a mad dos: at every turning. The phyfician pub* 
lifhes his profci iption, the beadle prepares his halter, 
ana a few of iinufual bravery, arm thcn^felves with 
horts uiid buit gloves, in order to face the enemy if 
he iiiould offer to attack them. In fhont| the wholt 
people ft and brately upon tketr d^feoce^ and fe€»> 
by their prelent fpirit, to ihew a refUution of not 
being tamely bit by mad dogs any longet*. 

Their manner of knowing whether a dog be mad 
or not, fomewhat refembles the ancient European 
cuUoni of ti ying witches. The old woman fufpecft- 
ed^ was tied hand and 4oot, and thrown into the' 
water. If flie iwaro, then Ihe waa inftantly carried 
off to iie bnrnt for a witch, if (he funk, then indeed 
Ihe was acquitted of the charge, but drowned in the 
experiment. In the fame manner, a crowd gather 
round a dog fufpedled of madnefs, and they begin 
by teizing the devoted animal on every fide ; if he 
attempts to ftand npon the defenfive aiid bite, then 
lie is unamnoufly found guilty^ for d mad do|; 
, always fnaps at every thing ; if, on the contMry, 
he ftrives to efcape by running away, then he can 
cxpecft no compaflion, for mad dogs always rua 
itreight forward before them. , . , 

It is pleafant enough for a neutral being like me, 
who have no (liare in thofe ideal calamities, to mark 
the fiagesof thisnatwal diftafe. The terror at 
ftrft feebly enters with a diliregarded flory of a lit* 
tie dog, that had gone through a neiglibouring vil- 
lage, that was thought to be mad by ieveral that had 
feen him. The next account conies, that a maftifF 
ran through a certain town, and had bit five geele, 
which immediately run mad^ fosimed at the bill^ 
and died in great agonies &on uiUtm Then oomea 
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an affeding hiftory of a little boy bit in the leg, 
and gone down to be dipt in the laic water ; when 
cbe ptofle'hsLve lufticienily ftiiddered atahat, they 
tire nexe 'toiigeai^^cl with'^ frightful account of a 
mun, who'w£'Snd lately tabai»edi%dfrom a bite 
ht had recei^d fomt years b(rfbre»- This retetton * 
only prepares the ^^ ay fi>r another, IHll more hide*. 
OLis, as how the nialterof a family, with feven rmail 
children, were all bit by a mad lap dog, and how 
the poor father tirit i^i^eivcd the infe<ition by call- 
ing it>r a draught of ^a(0r) Aivhet'e iiC! few'tbe lap 
deg fwimitih)g ifl theciipi'' ' • 

Wti^n ^ideinic terror is thus <^xtce ex^fred, every 
morning comes loaded with fome new difalicr ; as 
in (lories of <:;ho(ls eacli loves to hear the account, 
though ic only ferves eo make him mieafy, lo here 
each liitens with eagernefs^ and adds to the tidings 
^ith t>ew tircciniftances of peculiar horrir.- A lady^ 
for inftancd/ in the countryi of ^very^etok tiervw, 
has bedn frighted by the backing ef ^ dog ; and 
'this, alas ! too frequently happens. The liory foon 
is improved and fpreads, that a mad dcg had 
frighted a lady of dilHnc^tion. Theiib^ircumltances 
• be|;in to grow ^dnrible before they hifve reached the 
ne^bofuri'ng village, and there the report is^ that 
A lady • of quality 'was bit:;by aL mad inaftiC This 
accotittt every moment gathers new ttrength, and 
grows more difmal as ic api^oaches the capital, and 
by the time it has arrived in town, the lady is de- 
Icribed, "with wild eyesy foaming mouth, running 
mad iipiem.;a)rf6i!ir, barkifTg like* a dog; biting lier 
iktikmk, add arla^ntotbered between fWo^ beds/by 
the^ advice of her -doikws ; ifi^hil^^MKennad maftifP ^ 
is, in the mean time, rangiiig the whole country 
over, fl.^iverlng at the mouthy and feeking whom he 
may devour. ' ' *' 

My landlady, a gdod^natnfed woailsui, but a little 
<fredulbus^''waked!daeibme*tnoriiings ago before the^ * 
ufiiidclieur^ .wkh borror midlA0iiiiiin(tnt foW 
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looks ) ihc flefired vac, if I bad any regard for nij 
iafcty^ to keep within for a few days ago fo difaiMl 
an 9ccid6iit had hapi^enec)^ a$ tq put the; world upon 
tbeir gaardL . A mad dog down in the country^ flie 
afltircd me^ liad bit a faKmer^ wUo,AMm becbmin^ 
mad^ ran into big own yard) and bk a fine brindlca 
cow ; the cow quickly became as mad as the man, ' 
^egan to foam at the mouth, and l aifing herfelf uji, 
Av:ilked about on her hind legs, fonietimcs barking 
like a dog^ ajid fumecimes atteiupting to talk like the 
farmer. Upon «^')inining the grounds of this fto; 
1 y, I fbond my landlady b$id it troni one neigliboi^f, 
fvho had jc from ajiotber neighbour, wJao jEieard it 
from very good authority. - . . ^ j 

Were moil ftorics of this natin e thoroughly ' e^. 
ami»ned, it would be found that numbers of fuch as 
have been fa id to fuiFer, weie no way injured, and 
tbat of thofe who hav^ been aAually bitten^ not 
one in an hundred was bit by a mad dog. ;Su€It 
accoantsin geni^ral, tbcceforCo f^aly ^rve ro make* 
the people miferableby falfif tenors, and fometimc^' 
flight the paiient into actual phrcuzy, by creating 
thole very lymptoms they pi eiended lo deplore. * 

But even allowing thi ce or four to die in a fssL^ 
ton of this terrible ileath (and fo?yr ^ probably too 
)arge a conceffipn) ^et ft ill it isnot^cqnlideredy bpw 
many are prerer,v6d.m. their health, and in. theii^ 
property, by this devoted an iipal's fer vices. The 
uiidnii^ht robber is l^pt at a diiiance ; theinfidjous 
thief is often defecated,, the hejalihy chace repairs 
,V^iy a Avorn couiiJicutiqo, a#d the poor maixfincia 
inJiis dqga willhig aii^Ilant, eager to Ifflc^ii histpil^ 
fpij content .\yKk.tb^,fm^fiI©it j|f tri))p^.^ , . t 

, A dog, i'ays one dTthe Engllfji poeis, ^' is an.ho»» 
neft creature, and I am a friend to dogs,*' Of allihO) 
Leafts that graze the lawn, or hunt the foreil, a clog 
is the only animal, that, leaving his fellows, at- 
tempts to cultivate the frieu^^ihip of ma^i 4 to in9a» 

*H.H>*»ifyLi.|ii^ i^eceffiiieg/ wtfe fl^^^^ 
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for affiftance ; eicerts for him all the Iktle, fervictf 
in his power witb.chearfulnefs and pleafare ^ for 
him. hears i^amine and fatigue with patience and.re» 
"fignation i no iojaries can abate his fidelity, no diA 
trefs induce him to forfakc his benefadlor ; lludious 
to pleafe, and fearing to offend, he is flill an hum- 
ble, Itedfait dependant, and in him alone fawning 
is not flattery. How unkind, then, to torture this 
faithful creature, who iias left the foreft to claim 
the proteAion of yuan ; hjow ungrateful a retom to 
the trafty aiisoial for all his fervices, Adieo* 



LETTER LXIX. . 
■ EromLien Ci>i Maugl, t$ Hhigpo^hy the noay of Mojionu 

THE Europeans are themfelves blind, vbo de- ■ 
fcribe fortune without fight. No fiill rate, 
beauty ever had finer eyes, or iaw more clearly , 
they who have no other trade but.£seking their fori 
tone, need never hope to find her ; coquet like (he 
flies from her.clofe purfti^rs, and at laft fixes on th« 
plodding mechanic^ who ftays at home and minds 
bis bufinefs. 

1 am amazed how man can call her blind, when, 
by the company /he keeps, ihc feems fo very diljcem«« 
ing. Wherever you fee a gambling-table, be verjn . 
fure fortuneHs notdiere; wherever, jou fed aa 
hmic with the dbors weu^ be very fure fortune 14 
Bot there ; when you (ee a man whole .pocket holev 
are laced with gold, be fatisfied fortune is not there 
wherever you fee a beautiful woman good natured 
and obliging, be conviuced fortune is ne>er there- 
in ftio/t, • flie^ is ever .feen ; accompanying induftry^ 
qnd h» >a$ often trundling in*a wbee^barrbw^' ai| 
lAllin^ in fi Auadi tod . o .... , . . /./ 
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- If yml Would make forcnne ymir: fnenij^i or - to 
perfonize h^nb longer, if yoo defire, my fon, to be 

rich and have nioliey, be more eager to lave than 
to acquire : when peuple fciy, inouey is to be got 
iierC) and uioney is to be got there/' lake no luitice^- 
mind yoUr own buiiueiA.; iLiy where you ^reo and 
ieaire all you caix get^ * wiobouc ilirring^ • When 
you hoar, that yonr neighbor has picked up a parfe 
of gold in tlieftreet, ncverrtm out into the ian^e 
Itrecr, looking about you, in oi der to pick up IVich 
another ; or when you are informed^ that Lie has 
anade a foriuue in one branch of bulinefs^ never 
chaiige your own, in order to be his rival. Do not 
^£nre to be rich all at once ; but patienrly add far* 
thiJig to farthing. Perhaps you defpife the petty 
fum ; and yet they who want a ftrihing, and have 
no friend that will lend them it, think farthings 
very good things, Wliang, the fuoliih miller, when 
he wanted a fanhing in his diilreis, found that no 
friend would lend, becauiie they knew he wanted; 
Didp yovevor read the ftory of Whang inonr books 
•f Cbinele iearmng i he, who defpifing finall funss^ 
and grafping at al)^ toft evMr what he had f 

Whang, the miller, was naturally avaricious ; 
nobody loved money better than he, or more re- 
tp€&&l thoie that had it. When people would talk 
of a rich man in company, Whang would fay^ 1 
know him '^y well ; li^ and i han^e beea long ac« 
quaiuted '; he >ind I are intimate ; heftood for a 
drild of mine ; but If ever a poor man was mcnti* 
oned, he had not the leail knowledge of the man ; 
he might be very well for aught he knew ; but he 
was not fond many acquaiiitances^ and loved to 
chnofe his company. M 
. Wlumgi however, with all bis cagerneft for riches, 
urm m raaKty poor ; he had nmhiog but the profile 

of his mill to iupport him^ but though thefe were 
(hiall they were certain ; while his mill Hood and 
weut^ he was fare of eatiDg, and his is^igalit^ was 
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fuch, that he Wrtry day laid fome naoaey by^ which 
he would at intjenrala qouiu and conieaiplate witk 
omch fatisfa<9ion. Yet all his aicqiiifiti^ns if ens not 
equal to his defires, he only found bimfelf above 
want, whereas he defired to be polTefled of affluence. 

One day as he was indulging thele wifhes, he w as 
hoforiMd, that a ueighbour of his had found a pair 
:o£ money mtAer groiiiid> having dreamed of it. three 
jiighis i;txsi2nng before. Thele tiding were dag- 
gers to the^ heart of poor Whang. Here am i, &jb 
he, toil nig and moiling from morning till night, for 
a few paltry farthings, while neighbour Hunks on* 
ly goes quietly to bed, and d reams hinifelf into 
thoufands before morning. O that 1 could dream 
like bim, with what pleafore would 1 dig rowid 
jtbe pan ; how.flily would 1 carry it hcmie ; not eves 
my wife ibould fee me ; and then, O the pleaiure 
of thruiling one's band into a heap of gold up to 
the elbow I • 
Such refleAions only ferved to make the miller 
Wihappy I he difcontinued his former alliduity, he 
was quite difgulted with fmall gains^ and bis cni* 
tomers began to forfake him* Every day he re* 
peated the wiih, and every night laid bimfelf down 
in order to dream. Fortune that was for a long 
time unkind, at laft, however, feemed to fmile np- 
Ottchia diiU efles, and indulged hi» -^kh tbe-vyiflied 
for vifion. He dreamed that under a certain part 
. of the foundation of his mill^ there was concealed - 
' a monftrouS pail of ^old "Smd di^onds, bnried 
deep in the ground, and cohered with a large flat 
Hone. He role up, thanked his ftars, that were at 
laft pleafed to take pity on his fufFerings, and con- 
cealed his good lock from every perfon, as is ufoa] 
in money dreams^ in ord^r to have the vifion re^ 
peated the two Xiicceedhig nights, by wbidi he 
flkoidd be certain of its veracky. ' His wiflies inrthia 
aMb were anfwered, he ftill dreamed of. tlie fame 
pan of money, iu lUe very famq place» • 
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* Now, thercfoi e, it was pad a.doiibl; ; ib getting 
tip early the tliircl morning, he repairs alone^ iKrich 
tt; mattock invliis band,' to the mill, and began to 

* umlermine the part of the* wall ' which the vifion 
dire<fled. The firit omen of fiiccefs that he met was 
a broken nmg ; trigging Hill deeper he turns up a 
iiODle tile, quite new and entire. At lait, atter 
much digging, he came to a broad flat ftone, but 

» diea &> ^ge, time it was beyond one snan^a 
ftrengtltftarenioveijit* Here eried Jse;. in rapmreB 
to him&l r,t here It i% under ttiis ftene- there is ^room 

for a very large pan of diamonds indeed. 1 mult 
e en go home to my ^vife, and tell her the whole af- 
fair, and get licr to aflilt me in turning it up. Aw ay, 
therefore, he goes', and acquaints his wife with eve* 
vy ciixumihince of <heir good fortpn^. • Her raptures 
«tiithis pecaiiM etfily may be imagined, fbe flpw 
Mii^*imiiieck, and embraced him in an agony of 
joy ; but thofc tranfports, however, did not delay 
their eagerneis to know the exad: fum ; returning, 
therefore, fpeedily together, to tlie place where 
Whang had been digging, there they found — not 
indeed the expected treafure, but the miily theif 
only fupport, undermined and fallen^ Adieu. 

V • » < • 

• ■ • . k 
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Trm Lmn Chi /}itangi,to Fum Hoam.firJ} Preftiini 
qJ ihetCcr^inontai AoadiJiij at Pckin^ m^China. 

THE people of London are as fond^of walking, 
as our friends of Pekiii of riding i* one of tlif 
principal eMertsnnm^^tti of -the - oitoetis here iir 
ftmimer, ii ta yepafar abdiil nigh^^fall tb a garden vsM 
far from town^ wbere they walk aboiit^ ibew ihrir 
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i^ff clo^tKs^ aiid liften'to a concttt prdvUed'ibrtfaif 

occafion. • ' ' » ' » 

I accepted an invitation a few evenings ago, from 
xny okl friend, the man ia. blacky to be oD*e of a' 
party that was to fup there, and, at the-sgmntcd: 
hour, mited upon him at bia lodgings. Tlierel* 
found the* company ailembled/ and: expedling tnfyi 
arrival. Our party coitfiiled of my friend in fuper- 
lative finery, his ftotkings rolled, a black vclvec 
^vaiilcoat which was formerly new, and his grey 
wig conibed down in imitation ofhair« • A pawn- 
broker's widow^ of w bom* by. tiie . bye^ wjr * friend) 
waaa prdfefled achnirer^ drefled out an greeoda*; 
sitidk, with three gold Tings 4Wifevin'y finger* Mn- 
Tibbs, the fccond-rate beau 1 have formerly defcrib*' 
ed, together with his lady, in iiimly iilk, dirt)r 
gauze inftead oi' linen^ and an hat as big as an nmi 
brcU^. 

Our firft difficulty was in ieuttng how we ikauld- 
fet ovt; - Mrs* Tibbs had a nattnrd avcrlion so the 

water, and the widow, being:a little in flefh, as 
warmly protclted againtt walking ; a coach was- 
therefore agreed upon, wiiich being too finall to* 
carry fiv^ Mr. Tibbs conientedr lo ik i on his 
wife's lap. . • » 

In this manner, therefore, we feffi^rward^ b#ing 
entertained by the way with the hodingS'Of Mr. 
Tibbs, who allured us, he did not cxpedl to fee a 
fingle creature for ihe evening, above ihe degree of 
a cheele*nionger ; that this wa& the lait night of the 
gardens, and that confe^entLy. we ihoitki be pef^ 
tfKc^ ^^'^ nobtligr stnd' gentry- frdkii 'Thames* 
ftreet and Cij;ioked«base^ miih* fibers! . adwr pro« 
phetic ejaculations, probably in(pireil bythe.unea- 
finefs of hisliruation. 

The illuminations began before we arrived, and 
I muft couiefs that upon entering the gardens, I 
found every £enle overpaid with faiorc* than expdSt'. 
ed pleafim i^'ths lights cftrj.vbete gUmaieriiig 
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concert burfting on the llillnefs of the night, the 
natural concert of the birds in the more retired part of 
tbegrove, vieing with that which was formed by art s 
the company gaily drc4<^> Jiioking fati&fa(ftion, and 
tjiic tables fprefl^ with 9ariotiideUcacaes^alLcDiii|mw 
•d to AW my knagituitioii with the TjfioMsy. Ii&ppi<« 
ncfi of the AMbfart^lAWgiver, and lifted me into an 
cxtaiy of admiration. Head of Confucius, cried I 
to my friend, this is fine ! this unites rural beauty 
^vich cottrdy magnificence ; if we except tlie virgins 
il/f immortidity that hang on every tree, and may be 
plucked ft every defire^ I dott'c fte how tUi 
him ihort 6f Mahooiet's paradife i As for virgins, 
eries my friend, it is tme they are a fruit that don't 
much abound in our gardens here ; but if ladies, as 
plenty as apples in autumn^ and as complying as 
any houry of them all, can content you, i fancy we 
have no need to go io heaven for pasadife. 

I was going tofecondhis remarks, when we 
were called to a confultation \^ Mr. Tibks and the 
reft of the company, to know in what manner we 
were to lay out the evening to the greateft advan- 
tage. Mrs. Tibbs was for keeping the genteel walk 
of the garden, where (he obfervcd there was always 
the very beQ: company % the widow^ on the contra- 
ry, who came hat once a feafim^ was for iecnrsn|; n 
good ftandiiig-place to fee the water-works, which 
fhf a fibred us would begin in lefs than an hour at 
far theft ; a difpute therefore began, and as it was 
^ inauaged between two of very oppoiite ckara&ers, 
it threatened to grow nione bitter at every rtfiy* 
Jin* Tibbs wandered how people could pi et»d to 
know the polite ^orld, who h»d received all their 
rudiments of breeding behind a compter ; to which 
the other replied, that tho* fome people fat behind 
compters, yet they could fit at the head of their 
own tables too, and carve three good diihes of hot 
^Mftt* wheum iliey . thought proper^ whkh ww 



lOmtban fome fklDple could fay for theuifclves, 
that hardljp kliew a rabUc an4 ouiohs from a green 
goofe and jpidleberries... 

i( is Iiaurd lo fiiy where this might bai^e ended, 

had not the hiriband, wlio pi obabJy knew the iin- 
petuofity of his v^i^c's difpofiiion, propoild to end 
the difpute by adjourning to a box. and try if there 
was any thing to be had .tor fupper that was fup«v 
portable^ To this we> all ooilfented/ but here a new 
diftrefs arole, Mr. an4 Mrs^ Tibbs would fit in none 
but a geiiiiecl box, a box wber^ they might fee and 
he ften, onf^y as they ezpreiled it^ in the very focus 
of public \jew ; but fuch a box was not ealy to be 
obtained, for though we were perfectly con\inced 
of our own gentility, and the gentility of our ap- 
pearance, yet we found it a diAicuIt matter to per- ' 
fuade the keeper^ of jJbe boxes to be pf our opinion ; 
they chofe to refenrc genteel boxes for what they 
judged more gentoel company. 

At laft, however, we were fixed, though fenie- 
what obfcurely, and fupplicd w\A\ the nfftal enter- 
tainment of the place. Tiie widow found the fup- 
per excellent, but Mrs. Tibbs thought every thing 
deteftable ; come, qome, my dear, ones the hufband, 
by way of jCQuiblacion, to be fare we can't find foch 
dreffing here as we liave at lord Crump's or lady 
Crimp's « but for Vanxhall dreffing, it is pretty 
good ; it is not their vic^tuals ind^d 1 find fault 
with, but their wine ; their wine, cries he, drink- 
iiJg off a glafs, indeed is moft abominable. 

By this Jail contradic^tion, the widow was fairly 
conquered in point of politenefs. She perceived 
now, that ihe had no pretenfidns in the world tti ^ 
taite, her very fenfes were vulgar^ fince fhe had 
praifed deteftaUeeuftafd, «nd fmackcd at wretched 
Wine i ihe was therefore content to } ield the victory 
and for the reil of the night to lillen and improve! 
It is true, fhe would now and then £orget her* 
fclf, and confels ihe was plcafifd^ but they foon 
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brmighe lier Imdk agak -io' ariftcaU^^MflaMMi^ 
She ooee pnaifcd tlie pakitiDg of the box in which 
we w ere iictino;, but was Ibon convinced that fuch 
jjalcry pieces ought rather to excite horror than fa- * 
tisf u'tion : ftie ventured again to commend one 
the liiigers^but Mrs. Tibb« ibon let her know^ in the* 
iiyle oF a comioiUeory tfaat the fipgep in -q^flftiw 
had neither ear, Toice, nm* judgment. • < « 

Mr. Tibbs, now wiUing to prov« Uiat his .wife's 
pretentions to maiie were juft^ entvcated her to fa- 
vour the company with a fong ; but tothis flie gave a 
]X)fitive denial; for you know very well, my dear, 
lays fhe, that I am not in voice to. day, aiid when 
one's voice is not ecjual to one's judgonent^ Miiiat 
lignifies (inghig ? beiides, as there is no accompanji^ 
ment^ it would be but fpoiling muficr AU thefe:ei* 
cnfes, hvweiFer^ were ever-ruled by tb jrefb o^tbe 
company, who, though one woulcf think tbey al* 
ready had nmfic enough, joined in the . intreaty, 
But particularly the widow, now willing lo con- 
vince the company of her breeding, prefied fo warm- 
ly, that (he feemed determined to t^ke no refufal^ 
At lad then the lady complied, and, after hununing 
for Ibme nnniites, began with fuch a voice, and 
fncfa afieftation, as, I could perccivOi gave but Jjttlp 
liitisiadiien toeny, except lier hoA>aiid. He Ac 
with rapture in his eye, and beat lime witli jhis han4 
on the table. 

You mnft obferve, my friend, that it is the cuf- 
tom of this country, when a lad^ or gentlemau 
happens to fing, for tbcceinpany to (it as^aute and 
motionieft as ftatues. Ewy feature^ every ^jmb 
muft feem to correfpbnd inriixed attention^ nd while 
the (bng continues, they are to remain in a^ftate of 
nniverfal petrefacftion. In this mortiiy ing fituatiou 
we had continued for fome time, liltening to the 
fbng, and looking with tranquility, when the mafter 
of the box came to inform us, that^e waXer-woik& 
were going^to b^in. At thisinfocQiatksv.4<oiild 
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Jnftantly perceive thawiilorw Wonce from her feat t 

but correding herfelf , flie fat down again, reprcfled 
by motives of good breeding. Mrs. i ibbs, who 
hiid feen the water-works an hundred times, refolv. 
cd not to be interrupted, continued her ibng without: 
^Oky ifi^te of mercy, iior had the TinaUetliipujr on our 
impattence* Ibe widow's^ face, 1 own, gave niq 
high entertainmtat » ia it I caold plainly read the 
itrugglehfliefek between good: hreodmg and curiolir 
ty' ; Ihe talked -of the water- worfct the whole even- 
ing before, and fhe I'eenied to have come merely m 
order to fee them ; but then llic could not bounce 
out in the very middle of a fong, for that would be 
forfeiting all pretenfions to high life, or high lived 
coiripclny 'eirep«fceri: MirS. Tibbs therefore, kept on 
Ungtng, arnd we contkiixed to liileny till a^ l^Ap 
iWhm ihefbng was juft c^nclndedi the i^vaiter came 
to i&fbrBi|ii8> that the water*'workiB weri^ over. 
• The water- works over I cried the widow ; the 
water-works over already, that's impolUble, they 
can*t be over fo (bon I It is not my bulincfs, replied 
the fellow, to contradi<fl your lady fhip, I'Ui un a- 
^ain and iee ; he went and foou returned with.^ 
confirxnation of the difmal tidings. No ceremony 
,«^iikl now bkid my friend's diiappoimed miftrefi^ 
4ie tdkififd her 4ifplearure in the openeft manner ; 
in Oion, ihe noMr began to find fault in turn ; and 
aftlaft infilled upon going home, juft at tiie time 
that Mr. and Mis. Tibb, allured the company that 
the polite hours were L^oing to begin, and that the 
ladies would inilantaaeouilj' b^ jiiUart^ined with 
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KOT (ar froirt thisciry live^ a {yoor tmkei^ V'h5 
iias edacated feren foils, all at tliis Very riW 
in arms, aod fighting for their coiiiitrv, and what 
Tcwat-d do you thi uk has the* linker IVoni tlie flatK 
tor fuch imporraiit fervices ? None hi the world ; 
his Tons, when the war is over, mny probably be 
>viiipt from pari/h to parilh, as vagabonds, and the 
^11 Mri;j, when pall 1 iboiir, may. di# r^^tmerhk 
^bme kou(e of Cvofrediion. ■ ^ - • • . .*• ' 

Such a wo»by fubjeA m China ^xM be herld ih 
nniverfal reverence 5 his fervices wothid be reward- 
ed, if not with dignities, at leall with an exemption 
from labour ; he would take the left hand at fealts^, 
and mandarines themfeUes wouKl be proud to fhow 
their fubmiffioii. The KnglHh laws punifti vice^thc 
Chinefe lawadomore^ they reward virine i 

Confidering the Iktle el)coi!ifag^nt^m» gi^ftte 
matrimony liei^e, I am not A] r^irif ed at xht <Hftoi»» 
^'agements given to propagatfdii; WonMyou btf>^ 
lieve it, my dear Fum Hoanf, Wtete ' afe laws ^de, 
which even forbid the people's r.inrrying each o- 
iher. By the head of Confucius, I jeft not ; there 
are fuch laws in being^ihere ; and their law-givers 
bave neitlier been initratfted among the Hottentots, 
2ior iipbibed their principles of equirj from the nar« 
tives of Anaotabeok 

There are laws which ordain,*tbat HoHian fhaH 
marry a worififlRi contrary to her^owii confenr. 
This, though contrary to what w^a re taught in 
Afia, and iliough in fome meafure a clog upon ma- 
trimony, I have no great objedion to. There are 
laws wliich ordain, tirat no woman fliall marry a- 
gainft her father and *mother*s confent, unlefs ar- 
rived at an age of maturity ; Iqr^ which is nnderftood^ 



tliofe years when women with us, are' geriCi aii| 
pnft child-bearing, This miift be a clog upon ma- 
trimony, as it is more difticulc tor the lover to pleale 
three than one, and much more difficult to plcafe 
old p^ple than young ones. The laws ordaio, that 
the cbnftnting conple fliall take a long time to con- 
(ider befofe they tnarry ; this is d 'very great clog, 
becaufe people Ibvc to have all raffi acftions done in 
a hurry. It is ordained, that all marriages fliall be 
proclaimed before celebration ; this is a levcreclcg, 
as many are afliamed to have their marriage made 
public from motives of vicious modefly, and many 
afraid from views oftemporal interell. It is or- 
dained, that there is nothing facred in the cetemo- 
ny, bat that it may bedifloTved to all intents and 
purpofes by the authority of any civil nuagiftrate. 
i^nd vet opiioiite to tliis it is ordainecl, that the 
pried fliall he \m\d n large i'um of money for grant- 
ing his facred permiilion. 

• Thus yoo fee, my frfend, that marrJmony here is 
hedged round vvith lb many obftroi^ions^ that tbofe 
Ivbo are /willing to break through or Airmoiint 
them^ muft be contented, if at laft they find it a bed 

of thorns. The laws are not to blame ; for they 
have deterred the people from engaging as much 
as they could. It is indeed become a very ferious 
affviir i,n England, and non^ but ieripus people 
^e Iffencfally fodnd willing to engage, l^ie 
jrBnn^ thejray, and the beautiful^ who nave ina- 
tives of paflion only to induce* them, are feldoni 
fburnd to embark, as thofe inducements are taken 
away ; and none but the old, the ugly, and the 
mercenary are feen to unite, who, if they have any - 
pofterity at all, will probably be an ,iU-fayoured. 
race like them&lves. * 

What gave ri(^ to thof<^ lavi^ might have been 
Ibih'e fuch accfi&i^ts.a8 tlbefe. It Ibmetimes happen- 
ed, that amifer, who had fpcnt all his youth in 
fcraping up money, to give his daughter fuch a 
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fortune ns jiiight get her a mamlarine hufband, 
found his cxpciitaiions dil'appointcd at laiV, by her 
rminliig away with his footman ; tliis niuit have 
been a ladiliock to the poor^ clifcon folate pareut;^ to 
fee his poor daiighier in a one horle chaife^ wben he 
had deiigned lier for a coach ami £kx i what ^ llrokcr . 
from Providence 1 to fee his dear money go to eorich 
* '^^gg^'' » »H nature cried out at the profanationi 

It IbnieLimes happened alfo, that a lady, wlio had 
inherited all the tides, and all the nervous com- 
plaints of nobility, thought fit to impair her dig- 
nity, and nieiul her conilitution, by marrying a 
farmer ; this muft h^ve been a lad ihock td her in- 
coniblable relations,, to fee (b fine a flower fnatched 
from a ilouriibin^ family, and planted in a dnnghill ; 
this was an abiblute invercion of the £ril principle 
of things. * • 

In order, therefore, to prevent the great from be- 
ing thus contaminated by vulgar alliances, the ob- 
ibacles to uiatrimoji^ have been fo contrived^ that 
the rich only can ni^ry among^ft the rich^ and the 
poor^ who would Jeave celibacy, muft be cosuent to ' 
encreafe their poverty with a wife* Thus have the 
laws fairly inverted theinducements to matrimony;, 
nature tells us, that beauty is the proper allurement * 
of ihofc who are rich, and money of tbofe who are 
poor j .butihings heie are fo contrived, that the rich 
are wvited to marry by lhat fortune which the^^ dff. 
not want^ and the poor have no indnccmentif Uqt 
that beauty which they do not feel. ^ ^ . . 

An equal difFuiion of riches through any country 
ever conftitutes its happinefs. Great wealth in the 
poUeHion of one flagnates, and extreme poverty 
with another keeps him in unambitious indigence ; 
But the moderately tich are generally ac^tive ^ 
too far removedfrom poverty to fear its calfaxpi- 
nor too. near extreme wealth to' flacken tbe 
i^p^'veof labour ; they remain ' ftBl Ibetween Dotli» 
of contiiiual fluduation. How inipoliiic. 



therefore^ are tbofe laws whidi propiot^ t^e,acci^ 
luulation of wealtb among Uie ricii^ P^^S? '^P^^^'^ 
fiin, in attempting tbincreafe the depr^oi;i'gx:i ppV 

Baton, the Englifh phflofopher, compares money 
to manure ; if gathered in heaps, fays he, it does no 
ood i Oil the contrary, it becomes uiienjQve : but, 
eing fpread, though never fo thinly, over the lur- 
face of the earth, itenriclies the,.wl^ole, country^ 
Thus the wealth a nation poiTefles nmfl expati^tOf 
or it is of no benefit to the pnblic ; .it . becbiues ra« 
ther a grievance^ where matrimcpial laws thus coik* 
fine it to a few. 

But this reltraint upon matrimonial community^ 
even confidered in a phyfical light, is injurious. As 
thofe wlu) rear up animals take all pofliblc pains to 
crofsthe ilrain^ in order to iuiiprove. the breed ; iq 
in thofe countries where marriage' Is moll fre,e, , ili^ 
inhabitants are found ^very age to improve ft a,^ 
tore ^n4 in beauty ; on the contrary, wji^jrelt. ift 
confined to a call, a tribe >or an horde as anidng thc^ 
. Gaurs, the Jews, or ihc Tartars, each divilion foon 
aflbmes a family likenefs, and every tribe degene- 
rates into peculiar deformity. From hence it may^ 
be eafily inferred^ that if the mandarines here ara 
refolved only to marry among each other, they 

y^m torn i^cfidivie.apollc^ 

and we ihalllee the heir of {bme hbifbirfable fiCitiily' 
icarce equal to the abortion of a country farmer. 

Thefc are a few of the obil^cles to marriage here, 
and it is certain they have in fome meafure anfvver- 
ed the end j for celibacy ^ Ijoih freqi^^nt and fa^ 
^ioiiable. Old bachelors appear abroad witliout a 
ni^.and Qld^ai^St^ Wr^^R^t'-W^H^w, hav^ 
b^n ^bfolu^el^ kwvwji. ^ >glei; - T'p. ,\^mff:tf is^ 
frie'ndftiip^if i vi^ere. an'r^ngllfhinau^ 1 fancy /Jk),ui<J I 
De.^n old bachelor niyfelf ; I fliould never find cou- . 
rage to run through all the adventures prelcribed ^ 

by th^ law. I coulj^ ihbi{ui^t<} couxt /n^ mil^oi^^^* 
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Kerftlf trp6n reafijnable terms, but to court her ra- 
ther, her mother, and a loi^g tribe of coufins, nuius, 
jJntl relations, and then (land the butt of a whole 
country church, I would as foQii turn tailj and 
make love to her grandmother. 

I can conceive no other reafon for thn^ loading 
snatrimony with to many prohibitions^ unleis ic be 
that tht country *was thought already foo populou&i 
ahd thiy was found to be the moft efFedlual tn^ns of 
thinning it. If tliis was the motive, I cannot but 
congratulate the wife projectors on the fuccefs of 
their fch erne. Hail, O ye dim fightcd politicians, 
ye weeders of men I 'Tis yours to dip the wing of 
induftry, tfnd convert Hymen to a broker. 'Ti* 
yonrs to behold ftnall objeitls witha roicrofcopic eye^ 
bnt to be blind to thofe which require an extent of 
vifion. *1rjs yours, O ye difcemers of mankind, to 
lay the'lilie between fbciety^ and weaken that force 
by dividing, which fliould bind with united vigour. 
* ris yours to introduce national real dillrefs, in or- 
der to jivoid the imaginary diitreflesof a few. Your 
a<376ns ean.be jnftified by ail hundred' reafons like 
truth, they can be oppofcd but by a few reafons^ and 
£hol^ redfoiis tme; Adieu. 

From LtenChh'M'dng:, to Hingpo,hy(hiWiA vf MoJeoij; 

AGE, that leflens the cnjAyments of life, encreafes 
our cfefire of living. Thofe dangers, which, in 
the* vigour -of y oath we had learned to delpifc,' af- 
fgnie^^ ne'^. tdrrorg as w6 gi"ow ol<t Our catition ^n- 
cne^fitig ai'otjr years eiici^ebfe; fenr becdtnes.at laft' 
tltterin'^Viufing paffioilr ofthti miiid and' the IhiaU' 
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remainder of life 5s t^ken tip in \ktAe& efF0it». td 
keep off oureiid^ or provide tor a .contiuued exiit^ 
ence. 

Strange contra<li<itioii in our nature, and to whU h 
even,-the' wife are Uabl^ ! i ^yu\d judge of chat 
partofiife wbicb lief.lHffc^r« me, by tl^ which ! 
laife'firenAy Iben^ tb« profpiecSt ia hiJeqii«« £xp9- 
Heiiee-telU we, tbac my paft enjo^nieut^, ha^e 
bt^nglit no rcvi\ felicity ; and fenfation ailiues nitf, 
that thofe 1 have felt are Wronger than tJiofe which 
arc yet to come. Yet eNperience snd leiifhtion iji 
vain perfuadc ; hope, more powcrl'ul than either, 
dreiies out the diitaiu proi'pec^ iu f^juied beauty, 
i^nne-imi^iMfs in long i^erfi^dtUe fliU b^CfHnfS^sv^e 
io piirHie i%«!d, like a loj&ngrgam^ftefiircverjr ne^ 
AfeppofaitnicaKincrefUtlk Bijf.jaidoiir t^icet^iiDue the 

• - Whence, my friend, this jncreafed loire of life, 
"wliich grows upon us with otir years ; whence conies 
it, that we thus make greater efforts to preferve our 
exifteuce, at a period when ii becomes fcarce worth 
the keepiogi ' is it thatoiature, attentive to the pre- 
.fervation of maiikkMl, i^nereafeticnir wifhes tp 
. wbfle ite. l^m •te c^foy meotn .s i^vnd^ -f^S^ xolm 
Am ieniet ol* every pleafuroi . equips uttagin^fciB ia 
the 2. Lsfb .^mvldtie iisfu4>poi:tab}e to arf old 
man, who, loaded with infirmities, feared death no 
more than when in the vigour of manhood ; the 
nuniberlefs cahimities of decaying nature, and the 
confcioufneft of furviving every pleal'ure, would at 
once. induce hifll^. wkh.bia:o<wn hand^ to jCeroiiiiAtp 
thefcene of miftr/^ibnt liti^yithe pofitempt of 
death for fakes hiiH.at a'tifvio/wbm? it^ooM eniy be 
* prrjodicial 9 and -lifeacqmres an -imaginary valuer 
in propoitio» as its real value it no more. 

Our attachment to every objec't around us en- 
creafes, in general, from the length of our acquaint- 
ance with it. 1 would not chule, fays a KrencU 

piiiioibpher, to iee an old jfo& puUed up: winbt wbi^K 
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I hkir been long ricqnailttrd. 'A'tirind ldfig imVftlll- 
»ted 06 n Wtnln ftt of obj^^ iufimfiUy becoum 

fond of fccino; them, tMics them from habit, and 
»pftrt!^ from them with reluctance ; from hence pro* 
-ceeds ihe avarice of the old in every kind of poHcf- 
fion. They love the world and all that it produces, 
they love life and all its advantages ; not because ic 

f;ives ifaem ^afure, but boeaule tlMjr hu^t Icno^n 
t long. • • ' 

ChiRvang, A^Cbafley lending tbe throne lif 
'Chitla^ eohmfanded tlmr all irAio were nnjnffly de- 
ttaitMBd }H prifim^ d-oring the preceding reigns, (hooM 
bcfet free. Among the nuciber who came to thank 
their deliverer on this occafion, there appeared a 
inajeftic old man, who, falling at the Em]ieror's 
feet, addreiied bim as foUom t ^'.Greafl fa^er of 
China, behold a wretch, now eighty-five years oid^ 
•iR^bo w^ ftot up hi a dungeon ac the ageef tvlreiliqr- 
tmbi- PWtttimprife0di|>tlMni|;li aflrmgertocviiiie, 
or» lritlR]m 'Mk» evm eonftroHmd by&y -aBeiTeta. 
1 kave now Kted in f^i tilde ahd darkncfs for more 
'^an fifty years, and am grown familiar with dif- 
treft. As yet dazzled with the fplendour of that 
ihn to which you have reftored me, 1 have been 
Wandering tfee ftrci^t* to find (oi|ie.friotid that w<»ikl 
afiity^r reHcw, or rcinieinft^r ine ; bnif my fribndt, 
my (hifiily and rdfttions aiViaU dcady and^ S am fyt^ 
•gotten'/ >^emie«ine then, O Gfaingvans; tn wear 
om-tbe wvecchedTeQiaint of life inimy mmer |Met* 
'ftn ; the watts of my d:ungeon a#e^ Mme, mere 
•jfle^ifin^ thin the moft fplendid palace ; I have not 
long to live^ and (hall be unhappy except I f]:>cnd 
the rell of my days where my youth was pnfted : 
in that prifon £roi» whence yod: were pleaied4Co ^rch 
leafe me.-*- * . - : .t r t : « 

Tbe old man's pai&on for- eatifiaenient is fimilar 
to tlRic'wrnll hai^ Car life. oWo am faiibitoatsd m 
tite priibn^ we look romMl wkb difrontent, are diC- 
pleafed Withj^tiie abo^le, ^^id yet tbeJength of onir. 
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captivky only encreafes our fondnefs for the cell. 
The trees we have planted, eke houies we have builc^ 
•r clie poftcriiy.Weshate begotten j aU feme to bind 
ns cloier to earth, and embitter onr parting. Life 

fues the young like a new acquaintance j the com- 
panion, as yet une^hauiled, is at once inltructive 
and aninfing ; its company pleafes, yet for all this 
|t ie.but Jktie j:egariled» To us^ wh^^ie dec^^i^ 
in jwatB, life iappiw« like an m14 A jfpid ; : i(^Je/lf, 
liaw;bfCfi .anticipated iu - for coiiveirif|ytk)ii V if. 
lifit.iid MW ftory to niali^'i^fiuilc^ap now iioprpye*- 
Itttoft wst4i "-wbiab .to furprize, yet fiill we Ipve it | 
deftitute of every agreement, we love it ; huf- 
band the wailing treaCure with encreafed frugality, 
and feel all ihe poignancy of wgiuil^ in the f^tal 
ieparation. 

fik Philip Mordaunt was young, beautiful^ J(ij9-. 
isere^ brave, aa Eogl^nian. He had ^ complete 
fi>rtiui0 of hiipwp, fmA iihe loye^f t)ie iiiug his 
jnafter, which* was eqqiyalent to iicfai^ Lite open- 
ed all her .treafure before luni, and pi omiied a long 
'fucccflion of future happincfs. Hecame,talic*d of the 
entertainment, but was di(gii(led even in the begin- 
ning. He profefled an averfion to living, was tired 
of waU^ing rouiid the fame ciixle ; had tried eve«> 
ry etyoyanent, and found them all grow weaker at 
<«very repetition* if li^ hff 4n yofP|(}| iq cfilp}efir*. 
ing, cried htt to .himfelf, Yilmt ^viU jt^pear Wihen 
age comes on ; if it boat preffsnt indifferent, ftu*^ it 
will then be execrable.*' This thought imbittered 
every reflection ; till at laft, with all the fcrenity 
of perverted reafon, he ended <he debate with a 
piftol ! Had this felf-deluded man been apprized^ 
thut cxiUenq^ grows mor« defirable to ui^ &)ie Jougpr ' 
we he WQi^ld b^ye then faced ojd age wi^tvOAt. 
Shrinking, he mtiild ..bolj% 4^^f^' f9t ili^^, ^id , 
(erved diat fffciety, by bis .xll^^re affiduity, vvlu<;b! 
he bafely injured Iqt, his dcf^rtioii. Adieu. <^ 

••r* • • ♦ > » 

• • » m m 
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•LETTER LXXIII. 

from Lien CM Altang 't^ to F$m Hoant^ fu jl Frepdcnt 
of thi Cer^fjidnial Acadtt7H^, at I'ekm^ in Chma^ • 

IN reading th^ news papers her^, 1 have reckoned 
. up not lels than tweiuy five greac men, ievenie^n 
^xry gt'eftt'fAen; uadmne very ^rMrdinary mea^ 
ill lefs than the compafii of kalf a j^eor, . Tlicib^ fi^ 
the naettcs, are the M»em*tbat pofterity are to gaze ^ 
at -witii Mtnirarioa s theft cbe natnetcbat fame will 
be employed in holding «p for the aftoiiiOiRient of 
fucceeding aoes. Let me fee — forty fix great men 
in a haU' ye;.r amounts juft to ninety t>\o in a year. 
I wonder how poiierity will be able to remember^ 
them aH> or wuetiier th^e peo|^le| in future- times, 
M-Hl h^Ve any either bufmeA to miud^ but that of 
^rkig-thecatalogae b; heart. 

Does the* mayor of a cerporadon aiake a i|ieeoh ? 
he is inftantly fet down for a great man. Does a 
jiedant digeft his common place book into a lolio ? 
he quickly beconie«i great. Does a })oet ftririg up 
inte fentiments in rhyme \ he alfo becomes the great 
inan of the hour How diminutive foever the ob- 
jecft of admiration, eaeh is foll6>^'ed by a cit>wd of 
lUH nio^e dimirtntive admirera. The fliobt *beaiiis 
in bifltifndni ' onward be 'marches towards immor- 
triity, looks hack at fhe'parftrino crowd with lelf 
faii^facftion ; catching all the otlciiiies, the whimfies, 
the abfiirdities, and the littleneiles of confcious 
greatnefs by the way. 

I was yefterday invited by d gentleman to dinner 
who promiied that our entertainment ihonld conlilt , 
olf an hamiefa of irenifim/ a tirttle, and a great man. 
r eUme aoeording to anpoititnient. Tlie vemA>A 
was fine, tke taruie good, hat the man Inihp* 
' portable. The moment I ventured to ipeak, 1 was 
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at once contraclk^(cd wiih a fnap. I attempted, by 
a fecond a tlurd ailaulr, to retrieve my loit re- 
]>utation, but was Aill beat back \v'ith confufion. 
i was l efolved to attack liim once more from en* 
ircncliiueiit, and luuied ilic coiuci laiitjn upon tlie 
goveninient of China : but even here he aflerred, 
fiiaj>ped^ and contradkitd as before. Heavens^ 
tfaMght I, cbk man pretends to know China even 
better ihan>tn} ieU I i looked round to fee wjm was 
oil my ftde^ but every eye was fixed in adiairatioii 
on ihc^reatman ; 1, ilierefore, at latt thouj^ht ])i o- 
per ro ht liient, and acc the pretty geiiiieniun dur- 
iog the «Uuing converlation. r 

When a man has once fecured a circle of admir- 
er»y he may be as ridiculous here as he thinks proper ; « 
aiid itall pafles for elevation of feutimeur^ or learn- 
ed^abfiniee. ' If he tranfgrefles the common forms 
of brccdinir, lulltakes cvlu a tea pot for a tobacco- 
box, it is rai<l, I hat liis tliought-s are fixed on niore. 
important objects : to Ipeak and at5t like the i cil 
of mankind, 35 to be no greater than they. There 
is fomething of oddity in the very idea of great- 
nefs ; for we are feldom aftoniih^d at a thing very 
nnieh rcfcmblingonrfclves. 

When the Tarrars ir.akc a Lama, their fiift: caie 
is to place him in a dat k coriiCr oF i l:e temi)ie ; here 
be is to lit half concealed from \iev.' to rc^^ulute 
the motion of his hands, lips^ and eyes ; but^ above 
ally be is enjoined gravity anil filence. Thi?» 
' however^ Is but the prelude to bis apotheofis : a fet 
of emiflaries are difpatclied among the people to 
cry his J^icty, gravity, and love of raw flcfl! ; 
the people take tliem at their word, ap}>roach the 
Lania^ now become an idol» with tiic moll huniblc 
proftration t be receives their addreHes without 
motiopy coiniQences a god^ and is ever after fed by 
his priefts with the fpoon of immortality* The 
fame receipt in this country ferves to make a great 
man. The idol ouly keeps clofc^ feuds out his little 

Bb 
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f miflaries to be hearty in his praife^ and lira! ght^ 
whether ftatefman or author", he is let down in the 

• Jifl of fame, coiuiiiiiino to be piailecl while it is 
fafhioiKible to j^ralle, or wliile he prudeiuly keeps 
his niinuicnefs concealed fioni the public. 

I have vifited many countries, ami have been in 
cities without number, yet never did I enter a town 
which could not produce ten or twelve of thofo 
little great men ; all fancying themfelves known to 
the rell: of the world, aiul complimenting each other 
Dyon iheir extenlive reputation. It is anuifing 
enough wheil two of thole domeflic prccigies of 
learning mount tine itage of ceremony, and give 
and take praile from each other^ 1 have been pre- 
fent when a German doAor, for having pronounc-^ 
cd ft paneg'yric upon a certain monk, was thought 
the mod iiioenious n.an in the world ; till iliC monk 
ibon afcer ciivi<}ed ihis re])iuaticr., by 1 etm ning the 
compliment ; by which means they boih marched 
olFwiih univerial applaufe. 

The fame degree of undeferved adulation that at* 
tends our great man while living, often alio foUovis 
him to the tomb. It frequently happens, that one 
of his lldlc acliiiircrs iJis dov n, big wiih the impor- 
tant futietft, and is delivered of the hifiory of his 
Jife ami w riiings. This may properly be called the 
revolutions of his life between thefire-lide and the 
eafy chair. In this we learn the year in winch he 
was born^ at what an early age he gave fyn^ptoms 
of uncommon genius and application, together with 
ibme of his fmart fuyiun-s, coUw^dled bv his aunt 
and mother, while yet but a boy. The next book 
introduces him to the univerfity, where w e are in- 
formed of his amazing progrefs in learning, his 
excellent fkill in darning itockings, and his new - 
invention for papering books to fave the covers. 
He nexf makes his appearance in the republic of 
letters, and publi(hes his folio. Now the coloflus 

reared^ his works are eagerly .bought up by all 
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the purchalirfi of (barce books. The learne<! (bcle- 

lies invite him to become a member ; he dKpuies 
aii-rmil Ibme foreinner wiih a lonn Laiin name, 
conquers in the conirovcriy, is complimeiitecl by 
feveral authois of gravity aud importance^ is ex- 
eei&^y fond of egg-fauce wiih his pig, becomes 
prefideHf Qf a literary club, and dies in the meri* 
dian of his gkory. Happy they, who thus have 
fome iirtle faithful attendant, vv ho never forfakes 
them,* but prepares to vs'rano Ic and to i^raife againft 
every oppofer ; aioiice rc itly to incrcalb their pride 
labile living, aud their charader when dead. For 
you and I my friend|.\vUo h<Lve no humble admirer 
.thus to attend us, "we, who neither are, nor ever 
•will be great men, and who do not much care whe- 
ther we are great men or no, at lead let us ftrive to 
be honelt men. and to have common fenfe. 



LETTER LXXIV. 
To thi fame. 

THEUE are numbers in this city who live by 
writing new books, and yet there are thoufands 

ofvoliunesin every large library miread and for- 
gotien. Tliis, upon n.y arrival, was one of ihuib 
coiitradiL^tions which I was uiuible to accoiuit for. 
Is iLpoiiiole, faid I, that there Ihould be any demand 
for new books, before thole 4ilready pubiifbcd are 
read i Can tiiere be fo many employed in produc- 
ing a commodity, with which the market iS already 
overflocked ; and wit h goods alfo better than any ok 
jnodcni m.r.iufaclure I 

Wli.it at Hrlt view appeared an iricorifiilcnce, i-; 
a proof at oucc of Uiis people's wilUum and rctiae- 
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P)cut. Even allowiiio; ilie vroiks of their auceftorf 

Sorter wrirrLii :Ii n ih ii 's, yet ihofe of ihewoderM 
acqtiirca kmI v iIul*, Lv btin_:; '.nnrl^ed uiih the ini- 
]>3c.aoii of the times. .Amiin:iry ha« been in ilic 
pt)iicl1ion of oihers, ihe preJciit is om o^^ u ; Jci \»s 
ri» It therefore learn to know v.h.u belongs to oiir- 
ielves, and then, if we have letfure, caltom* rr- 
fledtions back to the reign of i^honou, who p^overr.ctl 
twei:iy iliou'*:.id yeoi 5 before the creation of the 

The voliur-'^ of r>!];T('i:i{y, like mciln-.", nmy Ycry 
V eil ferve to iuniiit- \Uc cunws ; but ihc works of 
ihc moderns, like the current coin of a kInocloiH, 
are much better for th^ immediate ufe ; the iormer 
are often priied above their intrinfic va)ue^ and kept 
with care, the latter feldomprifs for more than they 
are m ortb, aiul are often Tijbjeifl to the merciless 
hnniis otTweating critics, and clippinj^ compilers ; 
the works of annquiry were ever p; aifc(i, thofc of 
.-the moderns read; the treafures of our anceliors 
liave our efleem, and we boaft the paffion ; thoia 
of cotemporary genius engage owr heart| although 
^W^ET olnfli to 0N\n it. The vihts we pay the former, 
rcfemble thofe we pay the great; the ceremony is 
troublefome, and yet I'uch as we would not chuleto 
forego ; our acquaintance with modern books, is 
like fitting with a fi iend ; our pride is not flattered 
in the interview^ bot it gives more internal fatisiac- 
lion. 

In proportion as fociety refines, new books mnft 
ever become n^ove neceflarv. Savnoe rnfticitv is re- 
claijncd by oral admoniiion alone ; but the elegnnt 
excetles of refinement are bed corrcdled by the ftili 
^oice of iVudious inquiry. In a polite age, almoft 
every perfon becomes a reailcr, and receives more 
inftTo<5lion from the prefs than the pnlpir. The 
prcavhing Bonfe may inllrn<*t the iillro are pcatlnit ; 
b:it nothinn; U fs than the infinTintinc: addrcfs of a 
line wriur can win its way to au heart already re* 
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laxed in all the efFcininacy of refinement. Books 
are necellary to coi lecit the vices of the polite, but 
thofe -vices are ever changing, and the antidote 
ihould be changed accordingly, fliouldllill be new. 

* Inltead^ therefore, of thinking the number of new 
puUieariona here too great, 1 c^uld tvifh it itill 
greater, as they are the molt ufeful inftruments of 
reformation. Every conntry mull be iniln^ifted 
either by writers or preachers ; but as the nuRiber 
of readers encreafes, the number of hearers is pro- 
portionably diminiiheci^ the writer becomes more 
vfefol, and the preaching Bonfe leis neceflary* 

Jnftead, therefore, ot. complaining that writers 
are overpaid, when their works procure them a bare 
fublidence, I fhonld iimo^'ue it the duty of a Hate, 
Hot only to encourage their numbers, but their in- 
duilry. A Bpuie is rewarded with immenfe richeSj 
for 1 ndrnciing only a few, even of the mort ignorant 
of the people ; and Aire the poor fcholar ihould 
not beg his bread, who ia capable of inftrudting a 
million. 

Of all rewards, I granf, the moft pleafing to a 
man of real merit, is fame ; but a polite age, of all 
times, is that in which fcarce any ihare of merit can 
acquire it. What numbers of fine writers in the 
latter empiiie of Rome, when refinement was carried 
to the higheft pitch, have milled that fame and im« 
mortality which they had fondly arrogated to theni- 
fclves ? How man^' Greek authors, who wrote at 
that period when Coniiantinople was the refined 
niftreft of the empire, now reft, either not printed, 
or not read, in the libraries of Europe ! Thofe who 
eamofirft, while either ftate'as yet was barbarous, 
carried all the reputation away. Authors, as the 
age refined, became more numerous, and their.num- 
bers deftroyed their fame. It is but natural, there- 
fore, foctl^i writer, when confcions that his works 
wiU not iprocnre him fame hereafter, to make them 
tisra out to iiis temppral intereft here*. 

B b^2 
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Whatever be the motives in^hich induce mto to 
^rite, whether avarice or fame^ the country becomes 
moll wife and ha}3py, in which they moft ierve 

ifillriKitors. The countries where iacerdotal inllruc- 
lion jloiie is permitted, remain in ignorance, fiiper- 
Itition, and hopelefs flavery. In England, where 
There are as many new'books publilhed as in all the 
reit of Kurope together, a fpitit of freedom and 
realbn reigns among the people ; they have becii 
often known to nCi like fools> they are generally 
found to think like nieii. 

The only danner thut ai tends a multiplicity of 
pubiicacionSy is that fomeof them may be calculated 
to injure rather than benefit fociety. But ^here 
writers are numerous, they al(b ferve as a dieck up* 
on each other ; and perhaps a literary inquifition is 
ih« moH terrible puniflimeiit that can be conceived 
to a literary tran^grciior. 

Rur, to do the Eiiglini jnftice, there are bnt few 
offenders of this kind ; their publicationi; in general 
aim at mending either the heart, or improving the 
common weal. Th6 dulleft vfriter talks ^oiF virtue 
and liberty, and benevolence with eftecm ; tells hi« 
true llorv. filled ^vith eood and wholefome advice ; 
warns aji unit flavery, hriberv, or the bite ot a mad 
dog, and dreiies up his latlr uieful magazine ot 
knowledge and entertainment, at leall with n good 
intention • The dunces of France^ on the otherhanci, 
lifho have lefs enconj a^ement, siro <more '^riciotks; 
Tender hearts, lar.giii filing eyes, Leonora in love nt 
thirteen, extaiic tranipoi ts, ftolen l)liUd;s, arc the fi i- 
voloiis iubjects of their frivolous memoirs. In Eng- 
land, if a bawdy block head thus breaks in on the 
eommunity, he fets his whole fraternity in a roar ; 
nor can be efcape, even though he fliould fly to iu>« 
bility for flielter. " • ' 

Thus, even dunces, iny friend, may make them- 
felves uieful- : but there are others whom nature 

hA» bleft with talents above the rek mankind i 

\ 



men capable of tlilnkiiig with precifion^ and impi'eil- 
ing their thoughc ^'lUi rapidity » beings who cUK 
fu(e thoie regarils upon mankind^ vrliich otiiers con* 

tract and feaie upon tliemlVl ves. 1 hefe defervc ev- 
ery iiouor fion.i that comnaiiiity of vviiich ibey are 
more peculiarly tiie children : to fuch 1 would give 
my heart) lince tp ihem iaiuiaUebted for iuhumau- 
ity, Adieo.> 

• . . _ _ . 



'From Hingp9 to L 'un Chi Jltangi, bj the way of Mofco^^ 

I STILL remain at Terki, where I have received 
that money w liich was remitted here in order to 
releaie me from ca]V.iviiy. My fair compLinloi) ftill 
iiu{ai'oveSrin my eiteem, die more 1 know her liiind, 
ber beauty becomes vofiiKt poignant i Ihe appears 
diarmipgf even among the daughters of Circafii?^ 
. Yet were I j:o examine her beauty with the art of 
a iraniary, 1 Ihoiild find numbers here that far 'fur- 
]>.irs her i nature has not grant cd iie 
Circaliiun regularity of feature, and )et fliC greaily 
exceeds the fairellof the country, in the art of leiz- 
ing the aftedinns. Whence have 1 often faid to my, 
IbU; this refiftlefs xnagic that attends even moderate 
charms : though 1 regard the beauties of the conn* 
try with admiration, every interview weakens the 
impreifioD % but the form of Zelis grow s upon my 
imagination ; I never behold lier without an eiicreaie 
of t^ndemefii and refpedt. Whence this injuitice of 
th^ mind in preferiog jmperfe<ft beauty to tliat 
which nature feems to have finiihed with care \ 
Whence the infatuation, that he whom a comet 
could not amaze, w©uld be aftoniflied at a meteor ? 

Whea nmfga was tbus fatigued to £ud a^ aufwei'^i 
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tny imnguiation purAied the fubjecfl, and this watf 
fbeTofulr. 

I fancied myfelf placed between two landfcnpcs, 
this called the region of besiury, and tiiat tlie valley 
of the graces; the one embellifhed wiih all tliac 
luxurianc nature could beftow ; the fruits of va« 
ftous climates adorned the trees^ the grove re- 
(bunded with mufic, the gale breathed perfumCf 
every charm that could arife from (ymmetry and 
exa<^ dillribution were here coidpicuous, the whole 
offering a piofpe^t of plcafure without end. The 
valley of the graces, on the other hand, feemed by 
no means fo mvitiiig ; the llreains and the groves 
appeared jult as they ufually do in frequented 
- eountries ; no magnilicent parterres, no concert in^ 
the grove, the rivulet was edged with weeds, and 
the rock joined iis voice to thiit of the nightingale. 
All was fiinj^licity and nature. 

The moil Itrikin:^ objedts ever firfl allure the tra- 
veller. 1 eutered the region of beauty wi h encreal^ 
ed cnriofityi and promiied myfelf endlefs fatisfac- ^ 
tion, In heing introduced to the prefiding goddefs. I 
perceived feveral ftrangers, who entered with the 
fame delign ; and what fnrprifctl me not a little, 
was to fee feveral others hailing to leave this abode 
of feeming felicity. 

After fome fatigue, I had atlafb the honour of 
being introduced to the goddeis, who repreiented 
beauty in perfon. She was feated on a throne, at 
the foot of which flooc^ feveral (Grangers lately in- 
troduced like me, all gazing on her form in extacy. 

Ah what eyes 1 what lips 1 how clear her coni- 
plecfiion ! how perfedl her fliape I*' At thcfe excla- 
mations, beauty with downcaft eyes, would endea- 
vour to counterfeit tnodefty, but fbon again looking 
round, as if to confirm every fpedlatcn* in his favour- 
able fentiments, fometimes flie ^volild attempt to 
allure us by fmiles ; and at intervals would bridle 

back, in order to inlpire us with refpecil aa weli ai 
tendernefi. 
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Tliis cernnony IjClecI for foir.e time, atul li -^l fo 
nu)( ii eiv]"»loyecl uuv cvt.s, that \\c hail foi goL all liii^i 
Mhiie that ilic goddeli was iilcnr. \Vc Ir.oii, liow- 
cvcr, be^iito perceive the tlefcill: : What," iaid 
^'e,among each otlieri are we to have nothing but 
lanp^uiiiiingairSyibft looks, and incluiations ct' the 
head f \\ ill the ^oddefs only deign to fatisfy our 
eyes V* Upon this one of the company llcppctl np 
t(;prefeiit her \svA\ ionic fruits he IkkI gaiheied by 
•the way* She received the prefcnr, moll Iwetily 
.ih):)in£r, a:ul with ooe of the whiteit hands iu the 
•worUi, but Uill not a woi'd escaped her lips. 

1 now found that my coihpanioiis grew weary of 
their homage ; they went off one by one, and re- 
(Hvingnoc to be left behind, 1 offered to go in my 
turn ; when juft at the door of the temple I ^va5 
. called back by a female, whofe nanje was i:'ride,and 
who ieemed diipieafed at the beha\ioiir of tlie 
eompany.' .Where are yon lialteoing ?''faid <be to 
ne-ivith an ann: y nir, the goddefs ofUeantyis 
hlere." I have bren to v^'iir her, iiiad;:r/., replivJ. I, 
and find hei nto»e beautiful even than report had 
made her. /\nd why then will you le«ive her V* 
4idded tlie fcii ale, 1 have fcen her long enough^ 
reramed I ; 1 have got all her features by hcarr. 
Here^es are itill the fame. Her noie is a very 
fine one, but it is IHil juft fuclra nofe now, as it was 
haifnnhonr r.oo : could llie thrown little more 
mis'd into her f:».ce, perhaps i fiionM be for wiihing 
to iin-cniore of her company. * What iigniiies," 
replied my female, whether fhe lias a mind or 
not ; has (he any occafion for a mindf fo formed as 
flie is by nature f If (he had a common face,tndeed| 
there might be fonie realon for tliinking to improve 
it ; but when features arc already perfect, c\ery , 
alteration would but impair them. A fine face is 
already at the point of perfection, and a line 
lady fliould endeavpur to keep it fo s the imprciFion 
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5r wonl i receive from thought^ would but difturli 
its ^vilole economy." 

To this (peech 1 gave no reply, but mnde the beft 
of my way to the valley of the graces. * Here 1 found 
all thofe Tvho before had been my companions in 
the region of beauty, now upon the fame errand. 

As v. e ejitered the valley, the prolpect infenlibly 
fcemeJ to improve ; we found c\ciy thinrr fo natu- 
ral^ fo donieitic and pie^ling, that our minds, 
which before were congealed in admiration^ now 
relaxed into gaiety and good iiuttM>ur. We had 

. deiigned to pay our refpeifts to the prefiding god* 
defs, bat (he was no where to be fonnd; One of 
our companions afierted, that her temple lay to the 
right ; anoiher to the left ; a lliird infilled that it 
%vns ftraight before us ; and a fourth that we had 
left it behind, in flioi*t| we founds every thing 
familiar and charming, l»it could -not decermane 

* "Where to feck for the grace in perfon. * 

In t%is agreeable incertitude we-paflad feyeral 
hours, and though very defiroiis of finding the god- 
def^, by no means impatient of the delay. Every • 
part of the valley prefcnted fome minute beauty, 
which, without ofiisring itfelf at once, itole upon 
the £oul^ and captivated us with the charms of our 
mreat. Still, however, we continued to fearcfa, 
and might ftill have continued, had we not been 

'interrupted by a voice, which, ihouoh we could 
not fee from wiience it came^ addreiicd .us in this 
manner : ' ^ ^ 

if you would find the gpddeft of grace, Teek 
her not nnder one form, for ihe aii'umes a tboufaud« 
Kver changing nnder the eye of inipeifuon, her 
variety, rather than her fig m-c is plei*fing. In con- 
tempi. I ting her beauty, the eye glides over every 
perfection with giddy delight, and capable of fixijig 
no where^ is charmed with liie whole. Siicis now 

* 

* P'ulttii nminm luhficus afp'icu Ho a. 



I ml 

Mntemplatibn t^ith IbUmn look, again compaffion 
with huniid eye flie now fpaikles with ]i>y, iuon 
every feature r])eaks diih tTs ; her looks at linies in- 
"vite our approach, at others reprels otir pielump- 
tion ; the gu^defs cannot ]>ropeiiy be called beauti* 
iul under any, one of iha^V forms^ but by combining 
Uiem all^ {he becomes ii leliitibly plealTiig." Adiei|« 



LETTER LXXVI. 

From Lien Chi jlltang 'i^ to Fuvi Hoanty firjl TrefuLul 
cj th'J Ci^i'Lijiohial A^UiUhijy^ at i ^kih^ m China. , 

n| ''HE /hops of London are as well furniflied aa 
JL thole of Pekin. •Thoic of London have a pic-, 
ture bung at their door, informing the pallengera 
ii^bat they have to fell, as thofe at Pekin have a board 
to a0ure the buypr that they have no inieuiion to 
cheat him. 

I was tills inorning to buy filk for a nJght-icap : 
immediately upon entering the mercer's Ihop, i lie 
matter, and his two meo^ Vfitb wigs piaiilered with 
powder, aj)peare4 to aflc my commands. ' They 
were ^certainly the ciwileft people alive ; if 1 but 
looked, they flew to the place whei e I cart my 
eye , every motion of mine lent liicni running 
round the whole fhop for my iatisladiion. 1 in- 
formed them that 1 wanted what was good, aii4 
they ihewed Die no^ lefe than forty pieces, ancj 
each was better than the Sformer i the prettieft 
pattern in nature, and the. fitteft in the work! for. 
night-csps. My very good Iriend, laitl I to the- 
mercer, you niull not pretend to inllrudl n^e in 
filks, 1 know theie in particular to be no better than 
your m^ce.fiipiiy.^oa?^,, 1'., Jl^at laay Ije/; cried. 
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the mercer, 'aIjo 1 afterwards ftuTiicl had never con- 
tradick'd a vvau in JiislifV, ** I cnii't pretend to iay 
but they may ; but 1 can allure you, wy lady Trail 
has had a facque from this piece this very morning." 
But friend, iaid J, though my lady has chofeii a 
facque from, it, I fee no neceflity that I /liould 
^vear it for a niglit^cap, That may be," rc;uni. 
ed he again, ** yet what becomes a ]iieuy lady 
will, at any time, look well on a i.:\iidiomc«geiule» 
mm,** This fliort compUmenr: ^vas thrown in fo 
very feafonably npon my ugly face, that even 
thoiigli I diiiiked the filk, 1 uefired him to cut ane 
off the pattern of a night-cap. 

W^hiletbis buliiicls was confioned to his journey- 
mrm, the mailer liindelf took tlown Ibme pieces of 
lilk llin finer ihan any 1 had yet lecn, and jpreading 
thetn before me, *^ f liere," cries he, *^ there's 
beauty : ?ny lord Snakeikin has befj^oke the fellow 
to this for tb^ birth-night, ttiis very morning ; it 
vroiilci look charmingly in waillcoats/* But 1 don't 
Avant a \\ .i iicoat, re]>licd I, ]\oi w ant a w aili- 
ton^^y" le nrned the n crcer, *^ then I wonld ad vile 
you to buy one; wiien \va i fi c oats are. wauted, you 
may depend upon it they will come dear. Always 
buy before you want, and yon are fnre to be well 
ufed, as they fay in Cheapfide/* • There was fb 
much juftJce in his ndvire, that I conid notrefufe 
taking it ; bcfides ilie iiU:, which was leaily a aood 
one, encreafed the temptation, ib 1 gave orders for 
that too. 

As I was waiting to have my bargains meafnred 
and cut, which, 1 know not how, they executed but 
llowly ; during the Interval, the mercer en teitaiiied 

me with the modern manner o€ fbme of the nobility 
receiving company in tiieir morning gowns : *^ Per- 
haps, Sir/' adds he, }ou have a mind to iee what 
kind of filk is univerfally worn." A\ ichout waiting 
ftr 'my reply, he fpj-eads a piefce before n^€ which 
i^igbt briiekoned beautiful eyen 10 China* *^^if 
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the iiobilify," continues he, were to know I fold 
this to any luuier a Right Honourable, I iliould 
certainly lole their culloni ; you fee it is at once 
rkhi taity, and quite the thing." 1 am no lord, 
interrupted I beg pardon; cried he^ but be 

pleaftd to remember^ when you intend buying a 
morning gown, that yon had an oflfer from me of 
fomething worth money. Confcience, fir, confci. 
ence is my way of dealing : you may buy a morn-^ 
ing gown now, or you may itay till they become 
dearer and leis fafhionable, bat it is not my bufineis 
tb adviie." in ihort^ mod rrverend Fum, he per* 
fuaded me to buy a morning gown alfo, and would 
probably hav^ perfuaded me ro have bought half 
the goods in his fliop, if 1 flayed long enough, or 
was furniflied with fulHcient money. 

Upon returning home, I could not lielp refletfting 
with fome aftonilhment^ how this very man, with 
ftich a coiifined-educatioD and capacity, was yet ca« 
pable of turning me as he thought proper, an4 
moulding me to his' inclinations ! I knew he was 
only anfwering his own purpofes, even w hile he 
attempted to apj^ear foliciious about mine ; yet, by 
a voluiitary iiii'atuatiou, a fort of pailion, coni- 

Sunded of vanity and good nature, 1 wall^ed into 
t ihare with my eyes open, and put myfelf to 
Hiture pain, in cfrder to give him immediate plea- 
fare. The wifdoni of the ignorant foniewlu t re- 
fembles the inftindt of animals ; it is dilVufed in but a 
very narrow ipherc, but within the circle it aifts 
with vigor^ uniformity^ and fuccefs. Adieu« 

Cc 
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letter' LXXVII, . . 
, Frofu the fame. 

FROM my former Qccounts^ j ou may be apt to 
faiuy ilie Englifh tlie mofl riiliciiloBS people 
>inder the fun. '1 hey arc indeed riilic ulcus : yet 
every other nation in Europe is equally ii>« each 
laughs at each, a^d tke Aiiatic at all, 

I may, upon another occafion, pcant out what i$ 
moft ftrikin^ly abfurd in other coVmtries : 1 ihal] 
at prefent confine myfelF only to Ftance. The firft 
national peculiariry a traveller meets upon entering 
that kingdom^ is an odd fort of flaring vivacity in 
every e}c, not excepting even the children ; the 
people, it feejns, have got uito their heads, that they 
have more wit than otfa^s^ and fo flare in order to 
look fmartf 

I know not how it happens, but there appears a 

flckiy delicacy in the i'accs of their finell women. 
This rnay have introduced the ule of jvoint, anck 
paint produces wi inkles ; fo that a iine hidy fliall 
look like an hag at twenty-three. But as in ibnie 
nienfnre they never appear young, fo it may be 
equally aflerted, that they adually think themfelves 
never old ; a gentle mift fliall pj cpare for new con- 
quefls ai fixiy \ Ihall hohble a rigadoon, when Ihe 
can icai cc walk wiihon: a c)'utcli j llie fliall affect the 
girl, play her fan and her eyes, and talk of jenii- 
menis, bleeding hearts, and e>pirhig for love, Nvheu 
acfiually dying with age. Like a departing philo* 
ibpher, fhe attempts to inake her lalt moments tho 
moll brilliant of her life. 

1 ijcir civiliLv to llrangers is \vhat they are chief- 
ly proud of ; and to ccni'efs fnicevely, their beggais 
a! c die very ^^oliteil b^oo;ars i ever knew ; in other 
places a traveller is adUreilcd with a piteous whine^ 
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ttr a fturdy folemnity, but a French beggar fljall afk 
your charity with a very genteel bow, and thank 
you for it with a fniile and flirng. 

Another inlhince of this people's breeding T niwft 
not foi-get. An Kngliliiinan vvoiiul n^H {peak his 
iKnive language in a cou^pany of i'oi c'lLnici s, where 
he was fu re that none underltood him j a travc/ling 
Hottentot himfelf would be iilent if acquainted only 
with the language of his counti'y ; but a French- 
Bian ihall talk to you, whether you underftand his 
language or not ; tiever troubling his head v^ hether 
yo'i have learned Krcnch, he keci)s up the con- 
\erliUion, fixes his e}es full in your face, and afks a 
thouiand queiUons, which he aniwers iumlelf foi: 
want of a more fatisfacflory reply. 
^ . But then* civiliry to foreigners is not half fo great 
as their admiration of themfelves. Every thing 
that belongs to them and their nation, is great ; 
magnificent beyond expreiiion ; quite romantic ! 
every garden is a paradife, every hovel a palace, 
and every woman au angel. Tiiey Hiut their eyes 
clofe^ throw their moutiis wide open, and cry out 
in a rapture ; Sacre ! what beauty I O Ciel, what 
tafte, mort de ma vie^ what grandeur^ was ever any 
people like onrrelves ! we are the nation of men^ 
and all the reft no better than two legged barbarians. 
- I fancy the French would make the beR cooks in 
the world, if they had but meat ; as it is, they can 
drels youQUt five different diflies from a nettle-top, 
ieven from a dock leaf^ and twice as many froii) a 
frog's haunches ; thefe eat prettily enough whenone 
is a little ufed to them, aVe eafy of digeftion, and 
feldom over-load the llomnch with criulities. They 
feldom dine under feven hot difhes ; it is true, in- 
deed, witli all this magnificence, ihcy feldom fprcad 
a cloth before the guelis ; but in tliat I cannot be 
angry with them ; iince thofe who have got no linen 
Qpon their • backs, may very well be eaecufed for 
wanting it upon their tables* ^ 
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Even reHi;Ion ufclf lofes its folemtiity among 
tliem. L'|»'jji ihv-ir roaJs, ac about every live miles 
ciiilancc, you Tee an imap;-e ot* tli€ Virgin Mary, tirell- 
t^l up ill grim head clotUs, painted clieelvs, and an 
old red petticoat : before her a lamp is often I'eea 
hurning, at which^ with the laint'»tJ>eni)iflion, I 
have frequently lighted my pipe. Inftcad of the 
Virgin, you are fonieiimes prelented with a crucifix, 
at oiher times with a wooden Saviour, fitted out hi 
complete garnitnre, wiih i'lJonge, I'pear, naiis, j^in- 
cers, hammer, bees- wax and vinegar bottle. Some 
of thefr images, I have beeii told, came down tVom 
liciveu ; if to, m heaven they, have hue Jiupgling 
workpien. 

ir\ paliincr throiigh their towns, yon frequently 
Tec the men lilting at the doors knitting (lockings, 
v*]iile the care of cultivating the ground and prun- 
ing the vines falls to the women. This is perhap?^ 
the reafon why the fair fexaie granted Tome pecu? 
liar privileges in this cpuntr J j pi^ticularly, whea 
they can get horfes, of ri4ing without a fid^-faddle. 

But I begin to think you may find thii 4<fcriptiQii 
pert and dull enough ; perhaps it is fo, yet in geJi«» 
ral it is the manner in whicii the French ufually dc- 
Icribe foreigners ; and it is but jult to force a part 

tliat ridicule l^ck ji^pon theu), whi^h m^vxjft 
to lavilli on others* Adieu« • . 



L E,T T £ K. LXXVIU. 
froff* tke fame. 

THE two theatres, which ftrvc to ainuiethe citi- 
zens here, are ai^ain opened for the wiater. 

The niimetic troops, clilferent f i om ihofe of the 

ftate, begin their campaign >yUieu aU the oUurs 
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quit the field i and at a time when the Europeans 
ceafe to dertroy each other in reality, they are eii- 
tcriained wick mock bathes upon the ilage. 

The dancing mafter once more ihakes his quiver- 
ing feet ; the carpenter prepares his paradiie of 
palteboaid ; the hero reiblvcs to cover his forehead 
with brals, -and the heroine begins to i'tour up her 
copper tail preparative ta future operations; in 
ibort, ail are in motion/ from the theatrical letter- 
carrier .sn jellpw doaths^ to Alexander the Great * 
that ftandson a.ftool. 

. Both houi^ have already commenced hoftilities* 

War, open war ! and no quarter received or given ! ' 
Two finging women, like heralds, have begun the 
contell ; the whole town is divided on this rolennx 
occalion i one has the iineit pipe, the other th« ' 
fiueit 'manner ; one courteiies to the ground^ the 
Qthor falu^s the audience with a fmile ; one comes 
on with modefty which afks, the other with bold- 
nefs which extorts applaufc ; one wears powder, 
the other has none ; one has the longelc waill, but 
the other appears moit eafy ; all, all is iir. port ant 
and feriops i the town as yet perfeveres in its neb-* 
trality, a cauTe of fuch moment demands the moft 
:p)ature deliberation ; they continue to exhibit, and 
it is ^ery po/Iible this conteft may continue to.pleale 
to the end of the fealbn. 

But the generals of either army have, as I ain 
told, feveral reinforcements to lend occafional afiiit- 
ance* . If they produce a pair of diamond buckles • 
8t one houfby we haire a pair 6f eye- brows that caa ^ 
snatch them at the pthen If we out-do them in our 
attitude, they can overcome us by a (hrug ; if we 
can bring more children on the li-gc, they can 
bring more guards in red cloaths, wlio llrut and 
iboulder their fwords^ to the aitoniHuuent of every. 
%)e(fiator. . 

They tell me here, that people frequent the the*! 
atre in order to be inSbrn&cd as well aa amuied. t 

Cc3 
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fmile to hear the rrfleriion/ If I wer ^ to one of 
their play-boules, wbat^ with trumpets^ halfayw«^ 
ing behind the llagc, aiii baw^ng upon it, I am 
quicc dizzy before the performmiee is over. If I 
enter ihc lioufe with any fentiments in my head, I 
am lin e to have none going away, the whole inincl 
being tiUed with a dead march, a funeral procellion, 
a cat-call^ a jigg, or a cempeft. 

There is, perhaps, nothing tBore* eaty than to 
write properly for the Engljfli theatre i I am'aimiz- 
ed that none are apprenticed to-the t¥ade. The au- 
thor, when well acquainted with thfevalue of thmi- 
der and li^lunint^, when \erfed in all the myllery 
of fcene-ihifting and trap-doois ; when ikilled in 
the proper periods to introduce 'A wire- walker^ era - 
water-lail ; when inftruifted in every aAor^s pecu- 
liar talent, and catmble of adapting his fpeecheato 
the fuppofed excellenee; when thus inihriAed, 
knows all that can give a modern andiencc pleafiire. 
One player (hines in an exclamation, another in a 
groan, a third in a horror, a fourth in a ftart, a fifth 
m a fmile^ a fiitth faints, and a feventh'figetsroundf 
the ftage with peculiar Yivacity ; that piece therefore 
will focceed beR, whe^re each has a proper op{H>r-» 
tnnity of fliining ; the adlor'« biifinefs is not to 
nuich to adapt himfelf to the poet, as the poet's to 
adan: himfelf to the actor. 

The great fccret, therefore, of tragedy writing at 
prefent, is a perfect: acquaintance with theatricaf 
ah's and oA's ; acerrain dumber of thefeinterfperf* 
ed with gods; torttirtr, ' raeh and tfamnathn, fttall dii^ 
tort every a<flor almoft into convi\lfions, and'draw 
tears from every fpec^tator ; a proper nfe of thefe 
vj\\\ infalliby fill (he lionfe with applaufc. But, a- 
bove all, a whining fceue mnft llrike inoll forcibly. 
1 would atlvife, from my prefent knowledge of the 
audience, the two favourite jplayers of the rowrij tor 
introduce a fce^e of this foft in every play. Towards * 
4ie xoiddle of the iaft zA, I would hav e them enter 
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IvkhviM looks ^ihI o«it*{pread oTtns ; there is no 
neceffity for Ipcaking, ihcy arc only to groan at each 
other ; they niiift vary the tones of exclamntion and 
defpair through the whole theanic;il gaiiuir, wi ing 
their figures into every iha])e of dillrcls, and when 
their calauiiiies have drawn a proper quantity of 
tears from the rympatheik Ipecftators, they may 
off in dumb ibieoinity at different doors^ claiping 
their hands, or fla{)ping their pocket-holes; this, 
which may he called e tragic pantomime, will an- 
fwer every pin-pofe of moving ihe pfjilions, as well 
lis words could have done, and it mult lave thoio 
expences which goto reward an author. ' 

All modern piays that would keep the audience 
alive, miift be conceited iit this manner, and indeed 
many a modern play is made np on no other plan. 
This is thefheiHr that lifts np the heart like 
into a rapture of infenlibility, and can difnui's the 
niiiid from all the fatigue of thir.kijig : this is the 
eloquence tliat Ihines in many a long forgotten 
fcene, which has been reckoned exceflivc fine npon 
aifliug : this the lightning that flaihes no lels in 
thehypetboUcal tyrant, who breakfalb on the wind, 
than in little Norval, as harmlefi as the babe un- 
born. Adieu. 



LETTER LXXIX. 
Fraiu the famt. 

I HAVE always regarded the fpirit of mercy 
which appears in the Chineie laws with admira- 
tion. An order for the execution of a criminal is 

carried from court by flow journies of fix miles a 
day^ but a pardon is lent dowu witti the moil rapid 
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dirpatdi. If flv9 Tons of the faiM father be guilty 
of the fame ciFeiice^ one of them is forgiven, iu or* 

cler to continue the fan»ily, and coiutbit liis aged 
Jparents in their decline. • ^ * 

, , Similar to this, there is a fphitof mercy breathes 
through the law^ of England, w hich ibuie erroi)C)n 
ouily endeavour to fupp^^^ > the laws, however^ 
feem unwilling to ^unifli the offender, or to fumiih 
tb« officers otjumce with every means of adiing 
with feverity. Thoie who arrelt debtors are deni- 
ed the uTe of arms ; the nightly watch is permitted 
to reprefs the dilbrders of the drunken citizens only 
with clubs : juilice in i'u^t a cafe icems to hide her. 
terrorsi and permits fome offenders to. efcape, ra- 
ther than load any with a puniihment dilproi>orti- 
ooed to the crime. 

Thus, it is the glory of an EngHfliman, that he 
is not only governed by laws, but that ihele are alio . 
tempered by mercy. A country retrained by fe- 
vei'c laws, and . thoii^ too executed with feverity (as 
• Japan) is under the rnoft terrible f pecics of ty* 
raimy : a royal tyrant is generally dreadful to the 
great, but numerous penal laws grind every rank of 
people, and chiefly thofel^ait able to refiit "opprdfi- 
on, the poor. » 

It is very pofiible, thus for a people to become 
Slaves to the laws of their ow n enadiing, as the A- 
thenians were to thofe ofDiaco. ir might fiirA 
happen (fays the hillorian) that men with pe- 
cuUar talents for villany attempted to evade the 
ordinances already edabllflied $ their practices 
therefore foon brou[>hc on a new law levelled a- 
gainR them ; but the lame degree o( cunning, 
which had taught the knave to evade the fcrnier 
iiatutes, taught him to evade the latter alio ; he 
^* flew to new £hifis, while juilice purfued with 
V new ordinances ; flill, however, he kept hisprb* 
per diftauice, and whenever one crime %^as judg- 
cd penal fay the fl^te^ be Ici't comaiiuing ii, in 
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order to praAife Tome vitifot'bklile& fpedes of 

" villany. Thus ilie criminal, againft vhom the 
ihreatenings were cieiiciniccd, always ejcaped 
free ; while rlie liniple i oituc alone f elt the rigour 
ot juftice. in the mean lime, penal laws became 
numerous ; almotl every perfon in the ftate un- 
kuowingly^ at different tiines^ offended^ and waa 
every moment fubje<fito a malicious profecutioti.*' 
In facfty penal laws, iniVead of preventing crimes, 
are generally' enacLcd after the coinmilUon ; inlleaii 
oi ic})vciiijig the growth of ingeuious viliany, only 
niuhiply cicceu, by putiiiig it up^n new ihiUs aud 
expedients of pra<^Uling with inipuiiiiy^ 

8iic}i.lawi, xberetore, reftpmble (lie guards iwijich 
are fcinrtiai^ impoled upoq iribu^ary princes, ap* 
parently^ iodeed, to ftcure them from danger, biit 
in reality to confirm their captivity. 

Penal laws, it nmft: be allowed, iecure property in 
a rtate, but they ajfo diuuiiilli }>erfona.l iecurity in 
iiie iame propo^uon, .There. is no poiitive Ui9i, 
bow equitable ibevoTy that may npfk be fom^am 
capable ef ii^uiltce« . Wtm a law, eua<!|^.t# malsc 
tbkfi puBifliaUe y^hk deacb, happens to be equitably 
executed, it can at beft only guard our poileflions ; 
|)ut when, by favour or ignorance, juft ice pronounces 
a wrong vcrdiiit, it then attacks our lives, fince, in 
fuch a caie, xhe .ivbole CQoiiiauaity ifuii^'s \> itU ihp 
innocent victim; if^ .therefore, in order to fecure 
the tBx6i% of one man, I Ihoidd make a law which 
fiiay take away the life of another, in fuch a eafoi 
to attain a fmaller good, I am guilty of a greater e- 
vil ; to fecure fociety in the polleliiou of a bauble, I 
render a real and valuable poiieliion pracarious. 
Aud indeed the experience of every age may ierve 
to vindicate the aiiertion : no law could be more 
juft than that called At/^ m^rgcjlatis, when Rome 
was governed by emperors. It was but realbnable, 
that every confjiiracy again It the adminillration 
ihould be detected aud puuiiUed i yet what tenibie 
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•ll^itiglitci s furceedecl in conleqiience of its ena^ftii^g j 
. prolcripiions, lirniiglings, poironings/in alinoll every 
taniily of dill i?u'\Ion, yet all done in a legal way ; 
every criminal had hi$ trial, and lolk his life by a 
majority of witnefles. 

And (Itch will ever be the cafe where punifliinentli 
are numerous^ and where a weak, vicious, but^ above 
a mercien)iry magiftrate is concerned in theftr 
.execiuicjii ; fiuli a Tiiau dcliicsto fee penal laws cn- 
creafed, fiiicc he too fif<]nently has it in his power 
to tm n them into inltrmnents of extortion ; in fuch . 
•hands the more laws the wider me ang^ not of iktis- 
iying julUoe,' but of fatiating avdricc* 
' A meri^enarjr tnngi (Irate, who is rewarded in pro- 
-portkm^ 'Hot to his integrity, but to the ntimber he 

Mivi<5i$, miift be a pjrlbn of the moft unblemifhed 
character, or he will lean on the fideof cruelly ; and 
. -when once the work of injullice is begun, it is im- 
•poilible to tell how far it will proceed, it is laid of 
the hjmn^, that naturally it is no way ravenous ybut 
when once it has tailed human fielh, it becomes the 
ttoft voracions animal of the fbreftj» and contiiines 
to perfecufe mankind ever after/ A corrupt map 
giftrate may be confidered as a human hyaena ; he 
begins perhaps by a private fnap, he goes on to a 
morcel among ftiends, he proceeds to a meal in 

Jmblic, from a meal be advances to a Airfeit^ and ac 
aft fucks blood like a vampyr9« : 
. • Not in fnch handi^ fliould the adminiftration of 
juftice be entrufted, but to tbofe who know how to 
reward as well as to piinifh : it was a fine faying of 
.Kangfti the etnperor, who, being told that his ene- 
mies had raifed an ialarreiTtion in one of the diilant 
provinces : Come then^ my friends, faid he, follow 
sne, and 1 promife yon that we ihall quickly deftroy 
them ; he mardhed forward, and the rebels fubmit* 
ted upon his approach. All now thought that he 
would take the moft fignal revenge, but were fur- 
prii'cd to fee the captives treated wkli milduefs and 
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humanity. How ! cries his iirft minifter, isthls the 
jiianneriu which yon fulfil your promil'e ? your roy- 
ivl word was given, that your enemies flionUl be de-. 
iiroyed, and behold you have pardoned aU> suid e-, 
ven carefled fome 1 1 promiied^ replied the emperor^ 
ivith a generous air^ to deftroy mjr enemies ; I have 
fulfilled my word^ for fee they are enemies no lon- 
ger ; I have made friends of them. 

This, could it always lucceed, were the true me- 
thod of deftroying the enemies of a (late ; well it 
Vfexe, if rewards and mercy alone cou}dregulate the 
cbnunpnweahh f but lipce punifliments are ibme* 
times neceilary , lei them at leaft be rendered terri- 
ble^ by being executed but feldom, and let juftice 
l|ft her fv^ord rather to terrify than ret enge . Adiea, 



LETTER LXXX. 

From the fam^ ^ 

I HAVE as yet given you but a fliort and imper- 
feA^defcripiion of the ladies of England. Wo- 
men^ niy friend, is a fubjedl not ealily tuiderftood^ 
even in China ; what^ therefore, can be expedled 
from my knowledge of the fex in a country where 
they are univ^ifaliy allowed to berijidltjs, and 1 \>ut 
a It ranger ? 

To confefs a truth^ I was afraid to begin the de- 
fcription, left the fes^ iliould undergo fboie new re- 
volution before it wasfinilQiedjandmy piAurefboul4 
thus become old before it could well be faid to have 
ever been new. To day they are lifted upon ftilts, 
tQ-morrow they lou er their heels, aiul raifc their, 
heads ; their cluaihs at one lime are bloated out with, 
whale^bgoe i at preieiit they have laid their hoops 
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afide, and are become as flim as nfrertnaicls. All, all 
is in a ftate'of continual flu<5iuatioii^ frdin the Man«« . 
darine's \irife^ who rattles though the ftreets in her 

chariot, to the humble fempdrcls^ who clatters over^ 
the pavement in iron fhod pattens. 

What chiefly dillinguiflies the Tex at i)rerent,is the 
train. a lady's quality or fafhiou was on<^ de-. 
termined here by the circumference of her noop^. 
both are ncfW 'meafured by the length of hef . taih 
Women of moderate forrmesarfc contented vith* 
tails moderately long ; but ladies of trne talle and 
diftincftion fet no bounds to their ambition in this 
particular. I am told the lady Mayorefs, on days, 
of cereuiony, carries one longer than a bell-wether • 
of Bantam^ whofe tail^ you know> is trundled aion^^ 
in a wheel-barrow. v • . j 

Sun of China, what contradiAions do we find Jn^ 
tliis Itrange world ! not only the people of differenc 
countries think in oppofnion to each other, but the 
inhabitants of a fnigleiiland are ot^en found incon- 
iiilent with themfdves ; would you believe it ? this 
. very people, my Fum, who are fo fond of feeing their 
women with long tails, at the fame time dock their 
horfes to the very rump ill 

But you may eafily guefs, that I am no way dil- 
pleafed with a fafhion which tends to encreale a de- 
mand for the commodities of the calt, and is fo very 
beneficial to the country in which I was born . No- 
thing can be better calculated to encreale the price 
of filk, than riie prefent manner of dreffing. A la* 
dy's train is not bought but at fome ex|>ence, and af-" 
ter it has fwept the public walks for a few evenings, 
is fit to be worn no longer j more filk mult be bought 
in order to repair the breach % and fome ladies of 
peculiar osconomy, are thus found to parch up their 
tails eight or ten times in a feafon« This unneceA 
lary confumption mayimrodnce poverty here, but 
then we ihall be richer for it in Cliina. 
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Tlie man in black, tvho fs a profe^ed enemy to 
this niann^' of ornamenting the *tail^ .afliires me, 

there are nuniberlcfs inconveniences;'attending ii, 
and that a lady drefled up to the fafliion, is as much 
a crippJe as any in Nankeen. But his chief indig- » 
nation is levelled at there who drefs ip tijis lujjniier, 
without a proper forttine to fupport it. Hd aiiinei 
mt, that he lias known fodie who would have a tai]^ 
though they wanted a petticoat^ and pthers^ who, 
without any other pretenfions, fancied they became 
ladies^ merely tVoni the addition of three fnperfluous 
yards of ragged lilk. 1 know of a thrifty good wo- 
man, coniinues he,, who, thinking herlelf obliged to 
carry a train like her betters^ never walks from 
hmne, without the aneafy appreheniions of wearing 
it outtoofbon ; every excuruon flie makes ^ves her 
new anxiety, and her train is every bit as inipurtur 
nate, and woonds her peace as much 'at the bladder 
wc fonietinies fee tied to the tail of a cat. 

Nay, he ventures to alMrm, that a train may often 
bring a lady into the nioft critical circmnliances ; . 
for (hould a rude fellow, lays he, oiier to come up 
to ravifli a kifi, and the lady attempt to avoid it^ in 
retiring flie muft neceflariiy tread upon her train, . 
and thus fall fairly upon her back, by which means 
e»cry one knows— >~her doaths may be fpoiled. 

Tlie ladies here make no fci uple to laugh at the 
fmallnefs of a Chinele flipper, but I fancy our wives 
atCiiina would have a more real caufe of laughter, 
could they but fee the immoderate lengthofan £u-* 
ropean train. Head of Confucius I to view a human 
being crippling herielf with a great nnweildy tail 
for oar diverfion ; backward (he cannot go, forward 
fhe murt move but flowly, and if ever fhe attempts 
to turn round, it muft be in a circle not Imaller than 
that defcribed by the wheeling crocodile, %v hen it 
would face an aflailant. And yet to think that all 
this confers importance and majefty ! to think that* 
f> lady acqpum additional refpe^ fit>m fifteen yards 

D d 
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of (railing tafFcty I Iisfti'c eonfaih ; ha, ha, hxi ; 
this is certainly a' remiiRnt of European ,>barl)arhy. 
The female tcirtar d relied in Ihecp Ikins is in far 
more coiivcqieut drapery. Their own writers have 
tTome^tinies inveighed a^inlt the abfurdity of this 
i^lhfelL .hOc by haps it has neter been ridiculed f6 
^veH astlpop .tine Uaiian ibeau;^^ where Pafquariella 
being engaged to attend oA ft/e.-conmef^ of Fernanw 
broco, bavinjr one of hb hands employed'in carrying- 
her muff, and the other her lap-dog, he bears her 
Train niajeftically along, by flicking it in i\kQ waill- 
batid of his breecliiesl «Vidieu« 



r.r 



^ . LETTER LXXXI. 

l^tkm th& famt^ ■ 

A DISPUTE haft for fpme time divided tha 
philofophers of Europe ; it is debated, vrhether 
arts and iaences are mor^ ferviceaUe or prejudicial 

to mankind. They, who maintain the caiileol li* 
terature, endeavour to prove iheir iiitrulnels iVoni • 
the impoiiibility of a large number of men fub- 
liftiDg in a froalJ tract of country withojut tiicm ; 
irom the pleafure which attends the acquifition 1 
and fronn the influence' of knowledge in promoting 
practical morality. 

They who maintain the oppofite opinion, difplay 
the happlneis and innocence of thole uncultivated 
nat^ous who live without learning ; uJ'g^ the nume- 
rous i?iceS:whick^e.to. be found only. . in ]>ohfhedr 
fociety, enlarge t]pon the opt>reffion, therrMelty,and- 
theWoiMi which inuft iieci^artty be ilitrd, in order 
to cement civil (bdety,f and infift upc^n the happy 
equality of conditions in abai Larous ilate^ ^refeia-.^ 
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to the tiiiiiatural fubordination of a more refined 

conllitiuion. 

*• This difpute, vhich has already given fo ninch 
Employment to fpeciilative indolence, has been ma- 
-nalged vi'ith much ardour, and (not to fupprefs our 
lentimems) ^'ith biu little lagacity. They who iii- 
fitidiat fhefticnces are uiefui in I'efined fociery are 
.ceix^nfy rL:;ht s and they who maintain that barbsf* 
Tous fnatioiis arc more happy without them, are 
right alfo ; but when one fide for this reafon, at- 
tempts to prove them as univerfally nfcful to the 
iblitary barbarian, as to ihe native of a crowded 
xommon wealth ; or when the other endeavours to 
baniih them as pre|udicial to all fociety^ even from 
I^ep^ldu^ ftate8> as welt as from the inhabitants of 
flie M^Hdemeft, they arc both wrong : fince that 
knowledge wfakh makes the happinci's of a refined 
European, would be a torment to the precarious 
tenant of an Afiatic wild. 

Let me, to prove this, tranfport the imagination 
for a moment to the midlt ofaforeit in Siberip. 
There we behold the inhabitant poor indeed, bnt 
equally fond of happiitcft with^Jie moft refined phi*- 
lofiipber <^ China, The eartlih «es nncnltivated 
•and nninh^ted for miles rouiul him ; his little 
family and he, the fole and undifputed poflefiors* 
In fuch circuniftances nature and reafon will induce 
him to prefer a hunter's life to that of cultivating 
<Jie earth. He will certainly adhere to thatrhfuiner 
of living which is carried on at the fmaH expence 
i>f labour j and that food^vhich is the moft agreea- 
WA to' the appetite ? he will prefer indolent, 
thoogh precarious l«xury, to a laborious, though 
permanent competence : and a knowledge of his 
own happniefs will determine him to perfcvere in 
■native barbarity. 

^ Jn like manner, his hapi>ineft will incline him to 
mnd himfelf to no hiw : laws are made in order to 
•feeure prcfent property, b«c be is poflefled of no 



property wlikb he is afraid to lofcf aod deiireft no 
more than will be Ibflicient to fuftainbsin ; to enter 
into conipa<5^s with others^ wotild be nndergoirg a 

"Voluntary obligation without the exped^ance of any 
reward. He and his conntrvmen are tenants, not 
rivals, in the I'amc inexhaultible f'oreit ; the in- 
creafed poiieliions of one^ by no ineans diniiniih^s 
expectations arifing from equalaifiduity in another i . 
there ar^ no need of laws therefore to repi efs am- 
bition, vrhere there can b^ no niiichicf attcndnig iw 
moft bonndleis gratifications. ^ 

Our lolitary Siberian will, in like manner, find- 
the fciences not only cniii ely ul'eleis in direcfting 
his practice, but dilgiuiing even in ipcculaiion. hi 
«very conteinplatioUi our curioiity niiift be firil ex- 
cited by the appearances of thuigs, before onr rea« 
fon undergoes the fatigue pi 4ave;/ytigatisig- the 
cau(es« Sotaie of thofe appearancea are produced 
by experiment, others by minute enquiry ; ioioc . 
aiife from a knowledge of foreign cHmaies, and 
others from an intimate ftudy ol^ onr own. But 
j:bere are few obje(fts in comparifon, which prefent 
tbemfelve^ to the inhaWtant of a barbarous country ; • 
the gaiM. he l|in|ts, or the tranfient cottage he 
builds^ make lip the chief objeifts of his concern ; 
his eoriolicy therefore mud be proportionably lefs $ 
and if that is diminifhed, the ressifoning faculty^ 
•■will be dinuniftied in proportion. 

Bdides fcnriial enjoyment adds wings to curiofity. 
We coniider few ob^cc^ts with ardent attention, 
but thofe \vhich have Ibipc conn ecTtion with our . 
wiflica, our pleafurcs, or our n^ceflities*. .Ai^^firc 
of enjoyment firft iiuereds our paliions in the pur* 
fiiit, points out the objed of inveiUgation^ an4 rca- 
jbu then comments where feufe has led the way* 
An encreafe in the number of onr enjoyments, 
therefore, necell irily produces an encreale ot fcien- 
tific tefearcU ; but in countries where almcdl every 
^njoy mem is waoting, jti^af^u \hcvQ deiUtute 
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of its^greaf iiYfpirer, and fpeculaliftH is' lliebufiucf* 
of fools, when k becon^es irs own reward. 
' The barbarous Siberian is too wjTe, therefore, to 
exhauft his timeiin quelt of knowledge, which nei- 
tlier curit)fity prompts, norpleafure impeU him to^ 
puriae. When told of tht exac% admeafurement of 
. a'de^ee upon the equator at ^pito/ he feels no 
plealare in the' dceoont ; when* informed that fuch 
a difcovery tends to promote navigation and com- 
merce, he finds him felf no way interefted in either. 
A difcovery which fonie have purfued at the hazard 
of their lives, affecfts him with neither allonifhinent 
nor pleafurc. He is fatisfied with thoroughly im- 
derftanding the few obje<5i8 m^hich contribute to his 
own felicity. He knows the propereft places where 
to lay the fnare for the fable, and difcerns the -valiie 
of furs with more than European fagacity. More 
extended knowledge would only ferve to render 
him unhappy, it mi^ht lend a ray to fhew him the 
hiifery of his iituation^ but could not guide him in 
his efforts to avoid it. Ignorance is the happinefs 
ofthepoor. 

The mifery of a being, endowed with fentiments 

above its capacity of fruition, is moil admirably 
defcribed in one of the fables of Locman, the In- 
dian moralift. An elephant that had been 

« peculiarly ferviceable in fighting the battles of 
Willnow, was ordered by the god to wifh for what- 
ever he thbasht proper^ and the defire Ihbuld be 
attended with immediate gratification. The ele* 
phant thanked his benefactor on bended knees, 
and defired to be endowed with the rcafon and the 
faculties of a man. Wiftnow was lorry to hear the 
foolifii requeft, and endeavoured to difluade him 
from his mifplaced ambition ; but findinjg it "to nd 
purpofe, gave him at laft fach a portion ot wifdomv 
as could correct even the Zendavefta ot Zoroaller. 

' The reafonlng elephant went away rejoicing in his 
new acquifition; and though his body ftili retained 
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lr<;rincjent form, he forjul his nppeiites aiu] piifuonfi 
eiuirely nltered. Jdc jiilt confidered, that it would 
HOC oiiJiy he more comfortable^ but alio more becom* 
iiig» to wear cloaths ; but utibnppily^he had, no 
method ot'makhig them liimlelf, nor had he the uie 
of fpeech to demand them from others, ami this was 
the ill It time lie felt renl anxiety. He loon ]^crreivrcl 
how iniicli more clrjj^ntly n)en \veje led than he, 
therefore he began to loath his ufual inod, p.nd 
longed for ihoie delicaciea which adorn ilie tables of 
princes ; bnt liere again be found it impoilible to be 
l«uislied ; for though be could eaiily obtain iiefli,yet 
he found i( impolhUe to dreis it in any degree of 
perfe<!tio!». In Ihort, every plcafure that contribntcd 
T'» the ichcitv of m:inkii)d, lerved onlv to render 
* him more miferable, us he fouiul hinifelf utterly 
deprived of the power of enjoyment. In this man- 
ner he led a repining, difcontented life, detelling 
himfclf, and difpleaied with hi^ill judged ambition^ 
till at lalt bis benefaAor Wiltnow^ takinglcoropaffioii' 
on his forlorn fitnation, rdlored him to theignorance 
:ind the h *ppineli NvhicU he was originally formed 
lo cf'joy." 

No, iny friend, to attempt to introduce thefciences 
into a natiou of wandering barbarians, is only to 
rentier them moi'e miferable thmi ever nature dc- 
iigned they Aiould be. A life of iimplicity is h^il , 
iiaed to a ftate of folitude. 

The great law-giver of Pvuflia attempted to im- 
prove the def)iate ijihubicants of SiUt- 1 ia, by fending 
a^non^ tlicm fomc of the ]7oliteli men ot Kuio]m'. 
The conre<}uence iias Ihewn, that the country as 
tisyet xv^ik to receive them ; they languiflied for a 
time, with a fort of exotic malady, every day degen- 
erated from themlelves, and, at Jaft, inftead of ren- 
dering; the comitry more polite, tbey conformed to 
the loil, and put on barbarity. 

No, my friend, in order to mal<e the fciences ufe- 
fttl in uuy country, it nuiil tldi become populous i 
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the inliabitafit mnft go tlinrog)i t}«; di/fer<ent ftagai 
o^* hunter, fliepherd shkI hufbaiidman ) then^^hen 

property hecomcs more valuable^ and confrqueTuly 
j^ives c:4ui"e for injultice ; liien, when laws arc ap- 
poiiueil to reprcis injury, and iecure po^ieli^on,^^ hcu 
men, by the ianCt ion of tUoie la ws^ become poileiied 
4>f iiiperflnity, when luxury is thus introduced and 
demsnds its comthiual fupply, then ix is that the 
fciences become neceflary and iiicfuli. the ftate then 
cannot fhbiift tviihout them ; they mutt then be^in- 
irocluced, at once 10 teach men to draw iliegreatell 
pollible quantity of plcafure from circunilcriberl 
* poHtilion ; ajid to reiVraia th^tti within ihe. bo uadst 
of moderate eiijoiymeiit. ... 

Tiie fciences are not the- oaiuile of luxury^ tnitit^ 
cou&quence, and this deftroyer thus brings with ic 
an antidote^ which refifts the virulence ot its own 
poifon. By aflerthig that Juxury introduces the 
iLicnces, we allei t a truth ; but if with thole, who 
reject liie iitihty of learning, we allert that the fci- 
ences alfo introduce luxury,. we ihall be at; once £;Uiie^ 
abfurd and ridiculous* Adieu. 

m 

LETTER LXXXH. 
Fr^mLicn Chi Aitatig 'tU Hingfo^ by the wjtof Mofcown 

YOU are now arrived at an age, my (on, when 
pleafiire diduades from application ; but rob. 

not, by prclcnt graiificaiion, all liie I'licceccliji^r pe- 
riod of life of its iiappinefs. Sacrifice a little ]>Iea- ' 
fure at firll to the expectance of greater. The flu- 
dy of a very few. years will make the rtit of liie 
completely cafy. 

But inftead of continalng the fubjec^ myfelf^ take 
the following initru(5lious borrowed from a mo- 
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dern philofoplie* of China.* ^' He \vho has begun 
his fortune lludy, will certainly confirm it by 
jiterfercrance. The love of books damps the pvMon 
Ibr pleaflire/ and whenf ''this paifion is once escrin- 
gdlfhcd", life is then chenply fupported ; thus a 
man, being poffeiled of- more than he wants, can 
never be fui)jet!t to grct^t clirappointmenis, and 
avoids all thoie nieanueiies M^hich indigence fbme- 
tjmes unavoidably produces. 

' " There is'tniCpeslkable pleafure attending the 
llRt of a vohlhtary ftodent. The firft time 1 read 
^ ah esccell^t'book^ it is to me jtift as if I had gained a 

flew friend. When I.readovera book I have penifed * 
before, it rcfcmbles the meeting with an old one. 
We ought to lay hold of every incident in life for 
improvement^ the triHing as well as rhc important. 
It is not one diamond alone which gives Jnftre to 
another^ a comilion ooarle ftone is alfo employed 
far that purpofe. Thtis I -ought to drdw advmitnge 
from the infalrs and contempt I meet with from a 
worthlcfs fellow. His brutality onght to induce me 
to felf examination, and corrcift every blcrailh tliac 
may have given rife to his calumny. 

. Yet with all the pleafures and profits which 
are generally produced by learning, parents often 
find it difitcult to induce their children to ftndy. 
They often feem dragged to vvliat wears the ap- 
pearance of applicaiion. Thus, being dilatory 
in the beginning, all future hopes af eminence are 
entirely cut oflf. If they fi^d themfetves obliged 
to wfSte two lines more polite than ordinary, their 
pencil then feems as heavy as a millftone^ and they 
fpend ten days in tarning two or three periods^ith ^ 
pvopriety. 

* A fra;2jlation of this pciffagc may alfo he pen in • 
DuHaldc^ vol, 11 JqL p. 47 and 58. This extraH 
itU at leaft fgrvetn Jhew that fondnejs for humour^ 
ibhieh a//>cars hi the narithjgs cj tie Chinefen ' 
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TheSe perQmf arf moft at a lofs whetia bjaxiQueC 
is almoft ov6i;.$ tb« jdate a^d the dice go.roundy 
that the nuinber of little veries, which each is 
obliged to repeat, may be (let^*ii>ined by chance* 

The booby, when it comes to his turn, appears 
quiue ihipid and infcnfible. The company divert 
themlelves vviih his confiifion ; and fneers, winks 
and whiiperSy are;circulated at his expence. As for 
him^ iie.opeus a pair of large bcavy e;es, flares at 
•nil about hmiy and even omrs to join in the laugh> 
.\yitboitt c^ci' coiifidering hiinfislf aft the burthen of 

their good humour. 
• But it is of no iraportatice to read much, except 
:5*ou be regular hi your reading. If it be interrupt- 
ed for any conficlerablf time, it can never be attend- 
ed with prpper improvement. There are fome 
nvhQ ftudy for one day with intenfe application^ 
- iind repo^ thjimfejlvea fllK* teii daya. .after. But wifr 
dom is a.coquety and muft bo- c()urtcd .with ooabsrt^ 
Jng affidaity#/ > , *» 

> it was a faying of the ancients, that a.ntan ne- 
ver opens a book, without reaping fume advantage 
by it: I fay vviih them, that every book can lei ve to 
anake us more expert, except romances, and ihele are 
IXO better than inilruipents of debauchery. They 
are dangerous fictions, where Love is the ruling paf^ 

fion« / . ' ; ' • ' 

'The moft indecent ftrokes theije pais for turns 

of wit ; intrigue and criminal libe. Ue^ for gallan- 
try and poliienefs ; afiignations and even villany, 
are put in fuch Itrong lights, 3S iuay infj^ire, even 
gro^u. meui^ wiih tl^e liiougcU pc iiiou ; now mucJi 
xnore, therefore, ought the ^^ouih of eii^lier fcx to. 
dread. theiUi* whofc reafon is <j . weak^ aud wbofe 
heartfiiare fofulbepuble of p4tr^>n.i . • 

To flip in by a baclv'^vU)w>r, or Jepp, a wall; are 
accoii) piiiii ^'-cnta!, . rli.»;, .>\.i*tn iuiu ilouu i v let cff*^ 
enchant a youn^ iK'^i tji,, i l a wr- » ulr,t ( om- 
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Hie etmlent of pArtnts, md adfjdfted by e^ery ce* 
remoily prefcribed by law. Butasiii the body <A 

the work, there arc many pallages that offend ooatl 
inornls, ove»*throw laudable cnltoms, violate iIjc 
'laws,and deiiroy the duties nwit ellential to Ibcieiy, 
ill tue is thereby expofed to the moit dangeroD» at« 
tack^. 

' <^ Bur^ Tay foMe, the anthdrs of tbefe roiimti«et 
have nothing in view^ but to reprefent vice puniih* 
ed^and viirue re\t^arded. Grantrt. Bntwill tht 

greater number of readers lake notice of, thelcpu- 
iiifhineiiis and rewards ? Are not their minds car- 
ried to fomething elfe ? Can it be imagined, that 
the art with which the author infpires the love of 
Virtue caii overcome the croAvd of thoughts- whicli 
fway them to 4icentiotirneCilJ To be abte tor ioaiU 
cate virtue by to leaky a vehicto^ the author itiMI 
t>e a philolbpfaerof th^firtf rank. Mt in our agii 
we can find hut few firll rate philosophers. 

Avoid Ihch performances, where vice aflUmefl 
the face of virtue ; feek vs ifdoni and knowledge 
without ever thinking you have found them. A 
mania wilr while ho^eontiimes in the purfuit of 
wifdom ; hot when he once fiuitics chat heh» found 
the obje<2 hia of enciun y^ ho tktn becomes a: foek 
Learn to pnHbevirtne from the man that is blmd^ 
who never makes a ilep without iirit exuuiining the 
ground with his fVafF. ' ' • ' • 

" The world is like a \aft (ea, mankind like a 
veflel failiog on its tetnpeiluous boibm. Our pro* 
dence is its luils^ the (ciences ferve us for oars, good 
bad fortune are the favouraUe or contrary winds^ 
and judgement is the rudder ; without this laft, 
the veflel is tofled by every billow, and will find 
fhipwreck in every breeze. In a word, obfcurity 
and indigence are the p\rentsof vigilcnce and occo- 
nomy ; vii» Hence and ceconomy, of riches and ho- 
nour } riches and honour, of pride and luxury; 
prifle ahd itt^ury of impwity and idleneft i and im« 



Digitized by Qo 



C 3?3 3 

pbA:i«rity. Sucb are tjbie revolodoiisof life* ^ Adieu; 



9 

L B T T E a . LX?CXIII, ^ ^ 

fro7J2 Lien Chi AltangSy to Fum Hoamy firfl Frefidcnt 
oj ths Carctfjonial Agati^mj^ at P^kin^ inChma^ • ^ 

1 FANCY the characflcr of a poet is in every couh* 
try the fame^ fond of enjoying t])epreient;care« 
lefs of the f Qtore j his converfatio|i that of a moii 
of ibnfey his a^ftions tbofe of a fool \ of fbrticu^f a* 
Ue ta ftancl tinmored at the burfting of an eartb-s. * 
quake, yet of fenfibility to be aflecSled by the break- 
ing of a tea cup ; fucli is his character, which, 
conlidered in every light, is the very oppoilte pf 
that wliich Ie9d3 to riches, \ • , 

The poets of the weft are as reinatkable for thrir, 
indigence as their geniuf, and yet among the nu*^ , 
nerouif liofpitals defigned to relieve tbe poor* I 
have heard of but one ercifledf for the benefit of cle-r. 
cayed authors. Tliis was founded by Pope Urbau 
Vlll. and called the retreat of the incurables, inti- 
3uatlng, that it was equally inipoifible to reclaim! 
the patients^ who fued for reception, from povenyi^ 
or from poetry* To be fincere^ * wer<^ ! to lend you, 
an account of the lives :of tbe weft em poeUi either 
ancient or modemi I fanf^y you would tbink me 
employed in collecTting materials for an hiftory of 
human vvretchediiefs. 

Homer is the firft poet and beggar of note atno^^g^ 
tbo»'*><uu«v^*'^*^*'»^'^«^jnd^ andiung hisbaUad^ ar| 

• ' • hfefved, ^hat !iis moiitli, • 
' ' '*'^.|^ian yvitk 
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had two trades ; he '^^s a poet for his diverfion^ 
and helped to turn a mill, in order to gain a liveli- 
hood. Tertace was ailave^ and Boeibius died in 
a jail. 

Among the IciiIIanS| Patil6 rBorghefe, almoft as^ 
good apoec as Taflb, knew fourteen different trades^^ 

and yet died becaufi? he could get emplojiuent in 
none. Taflb himfelf, who had the njolt amiable 
charadlcr of all poets, has often been obliged to 
borrow a crown from fome friend, in order to pay' 
for a month's fubfiftenee. He has left ns a fonnet, 
addrefied to his cat, in which be. begs the light of 
h\it eyes to write by^ being loo poor to afford faim- 
iSlt^ candle, ftnt Bentivoglio, poor Bentivoglio ! 
chiefly demands our pity. His comedies will lalt 

^ with the Italian language ; he diflipated a noble 
fortune in adts of charity and benevolence ; but* 
falling into mifery in his old age, was re f 11 fed ad- 
Haittance into an bofpital which lie himfelf juul e- ' 
reeled. \ ' . 

In Spain it 19 laid the greatCervtfintes died of iinn<- 
ger ; and it is certain that the Ikmons C^moeiis 
€nded his days in an hofpital. 

If we turn to France, we fliall there find even 
flronger inflances of the ingratitude of the jrublic* 
Vangelas,.orte of the politeft writers, and one of the 
hbneftieft men of his time, iftFiifefirnamed th^.O^l, 
ttottt bis faeinc obliged to keep within aH diay, iind 

> "^tnte 6nt only by night, through &ar/of his cre*^ 
ditdrs. ffislift wHl ft^vety rettiancaUe ; after hav- . 
ing bequeathed all his worldly fubftanc^ to the dif- ' 
charging his debts, he goes on th»s : But as there 
may ititl remain fome creditors unpaid, even after 
all that 1 have (hall be difpofed of, in fuch a cafe, ic • 
• ^ Aiitjt l^ft will,' that my body^ould he fiJditO'the 
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. Ctt^«df r was Ofig of Ae catjrft gcniufes of his 
tiflieji yet all; his merit could not p-octire him a bare 

fHblifteiice. Being by cie<Ti ecs driven into an hatred 
of all mankind, tioin tiie iiu}e juiy he found ii- 
^ moi>g4ttUein, iie even Ncntured at lait, ungrau ful- 
ly^ tettfiMpu^^. hi§ calaiuiiicsrio Providence. In his 
laU:.ago^ies^ when tki? pri^ft entreated him to rely 
on the julticq of Heaven^ and aJlk mercy from him 
tliair i»ade hioif.: *'4fGod^ replies he, haaijiewn 
me no jufltice here, v. hat realbn have I. to expedl 
any iVjuni him hereaiier f" But being anfwcied, 
tbfit a (u([>enrion ofjudice was no argument that 
t ih.ould induce u& to do|nbt ^f its reaiiiy let uie en- 
Uea.t you, co^iiuMed his confeflbr, hy all tlmt is 
to* be reconciled. to God^ your father, your 
mii^ery and friend. No,- replied the. txafperated 
vrretch, you know the manner in ^ivhich he left 
me to Jive ; and, pointing to the ft raw on which he 
was ftrecched, you fee liie manner in which he 
leaves me to die !'* 

• •^ut t lie i^ifteriagaoi khe- poet in otlter countries, 
18 nothing when compared to his diltreiles here : 
the names of Spencer and Otway, Butler andDryden, 
are every day mentioned as a national rqiroach ; 
fome of them lived in a (late of precarious indi- 
gence, and otliers literally died of hunger. 

At prefent, the few -^vjcis. of England no longer 
depend on the Great i'or iuUiiitence, they have ijow 
no other patron but the poblic, apd thepubli^ 
Gol)e<i^ive]y cot)(idere^, (is »a goo^.andr.ffienprons 
* mailer.^ It is indeed too firequemly mi(iti&n.as tQ 
the merits of every candidate for favour; but to 
make amends, it is never midHken long. A per- 
formance indeed may be forced for a time into 
fepiiiation, but deftitute of real merit, it foon finks ^ 
time, the touchftone of wba^ .is trl|ly\vl4^^\^^ »i.wi]i 
ftoudiCcover^the fravd, and ah aiQJhor fboqld never 
arrogate to him felf any ihax» of fticce(i| tillhi&wi^pka 
heve been read at leaft ten vears wXih fatisfacftipu. 
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A man of letters at prefent, whofe works are va- 
luable^ is perfe<ftly feuliWe of their valtie^ £vcrf 
polite member of the tofDmunity, by buying what 
lie writes, cmitribot^ toreWandhim: • Tbe ridlcale 
therefore of Kiriiig hi a garret, might have been wit 
Sn'the laft age, but continues fuch no longer, bccaufe 
110 longer irue. A wrirer of real merit now may 
eafily be rich, if his heart be fet only on fortune : and 
lor (hofe who have'no merit, it is but fit that fuch 
ihould retnain in nieritetl obicurity. He tniay tiow 
refufe aiy iii-Vitatiovi to dinner, withduc fearing t6 
incur fnspatron'tf dKble^fiir^; ^m to fforve by re» 
maininjr • at hdm^. lit tniy» no^w vent tire t«f aj^peav 
in company with jnit inch cloaihs as other men ge» 
nerally wear, and talk even to princes, w ith all the 
coiifcious fuperiority of wiidom. Though he can- 
not boail of fortune here, yet he can bravely aiiert 
the dignity ofiiidepentfence. «A^ieu.' < • - : * 




LETTER LXXXIV. 

' . 't .c ). : !..», • j« • i ♦ . 

I HAVE interefted niyfelfib loirg if} alltbe con- 
cerns of this people, that 1 am almoft become ai| 
ilnglifhman ; i now becrin to read with plealure 
of their takinplowns or o;ainino; battles, aucl fecret- 
ly wifh difappointment to all the enemies ot Britain. 
Yet ftill m^'fegaVa rb inaukhid fills me \vith concern 
f\ir ih^ir ^otUentioris* • i cdti9d;wHh to fee thedilhirb* 
ancc*^<df Eni'df^ Ai^n^^'nibre lAt^lcfiUy adjoited : I 
ain an 'enetii V Vty llo(thing In thift good world bii« 
v.ar': \ hate fighting beiweeji rival Itates : 1 hate it 
lieiween n)an and mau': i hate fighting even 
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I alreisidjr infortncd yoKi; diat vliile Enrcpe was 
ar variance, we were 'alio threat eucjd from the ftaga 
with aa irrecondleable oppoiition, and.tbac our 
iingin<2; women were refblved to ling at each other 

to tlie end of the ieafoit. O, my friend, thole teuis 
weiejull:. They are not only detei niiiied to liri^ 
a: each other to the eud of the iealbii, but, what is 
Yfotie, to fing the faoiefong ; and^ whatisilili more 
iiifupportable; to make us pay for bearing. 

If tliey be for war; for' my p^irt 1 ihould advife 
them to have a public* eongreis^ and ifaere faiily 
fquall at each other. What iignifies fotmditig the 
trumpet of defiance at a diitaiice, and calihig iii the 
town to fight tlieir battles. I would have them 
come boldly into one of the molt open and frequent 
ed itreets, face to face> and theve try their HdU ia 

. However this maybe^ Te&Ked I.amtWtbcy 
ftaU:not ttoefa one nngte piece of filver. more of 
mine. Though 1 have ears tor mufic, thanks to 
Heaven, they ai e not altogether afles cars. W hat ! 
Polly and tlie Pick pocket to-night, Folly and the 
Pick pocket to-morrow niglit, ^nd Polly and the 
Fick pocket again; fl'want pcitience. • I'll hear n«i 
more. My^foulls out-of ^one^ all janing diiciu d 
and donfbliow. Reft, reft^ ye three dear clinking 
4i11it%« in my pocket'E bottom ; thenuilic you make 
^ ntore harmonious to u,y fpirit, tbt.n car gut, id'hiT* 
or all the nightingales tiiat ever chirruped in peiii-J 
coats. But what raifes my indignation to tlie .(;r€ateib 
degree, is, that this piping idocs not only pefter me 
on the lUge^bucis my pani(hme|it in privkte con** 
irerlation^ >Vhat is it to me, whether the fine pi|.o 
of one, or |he.g^-^at manner of the other be pi ei er- 
able? what care I, if one has a btrier lop, or iLc 
other a nobler bottom ? how am I concerned, if one 
luigs Irom the Itomach, or the other lings- with a 
iiiap ? yet, paltry as the fe matters are, they make u 

ful>jo<it of dtbftie w herever I j^b } -and this mufical 
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difiMite, efpectally among the &ir'fex{.idiiibft alv&ys 
ends in a very'ttnimifioal altB'rcat»n.. » . v t' 
• Sure the fpiric of contetuion is nuxcd with tlie 
^cry couiiitmion of the people ; divilions among 
liie inhiibit.ints of ortj(?r cciioirics ai if'e cnl} iVoiu 
tlieli- liirrhcr coiiterns, but tuhjecis ihe jaioll con-, 
tempiible are innde an nffair Qt \wty here, tbef)iu'ift 
is carried even into.idieir anuileliieiita^ Tbe'^very 
ladies, wbofe dofty-. ftcnildtfcooi io aUay tbcimpeiiH 
ofity of the oppolite ieic,* beoonie rhemfelves party 
•faan^pions, engage in the ihickctt of tbc fight, Hold 
nc eacii othc/, and iliew tlieir couracve, CYeii at the 
cxpence of I Ii v=ir lovers and their beauty. 

TI\ re sue cveu a uuiuerous iec ot poeis, viho 
help.to keep lip the. contention, and wril«L ibv tba 
itage. . MUtake me notf.X.df(u\ nuaan piesm ^ bo 
afted upon iti but panegyrical verles on lHho-pcn* 
formers^ for that ia iIm mdft imi^riiil method o^ 
writing for the llage at prefent. It is the bulineA 
of thellage poet, therelore, to \\atch the appear-* 
?nce of every lievv player at his own houfe, and fo 
come out neju.day wkh a ftannrijig copy of neiwa^ 
paper vcrles. In thcfiti juatweand lite a^ov ina^r 
br At to'ron .racesy the plajser always xroioing tSt 
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]3ay him a vilit ; or the tuneful nine may ill ike up 
their harps in his praife ; or, fhould it happen to be 
aia actrefi, Venus,, the beauteous queen of Jove, and 
the naked grace3 arc ever in waiting : the iady mult 
behcrfelf agoddefs bred and boriir; ihe mulb— but 
you ihall have a f[ie€iinen of one^ of thefe poewv 
which may convey a more precife idea. . , ^ 

On feeing Mrs, perform in the.chara<aer oC 

To you, bright fair, the nine addrefs their lay^^ > 
And tune my teeble voice to ling thy praife. 

Thehearc-feh power of ^very.ch^r^m divine, t 

Who can wichUand their. 9U*<;pmmj||idiB£ (b^f^ I ' 
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See how {he moves along with every grace, 
I Whik.ibiil-brougbt tearg ileal down each ibinidg 

face. 

She fpeaks, 'tis rapture all and namelefi bills. 

Ye gods, what tranfport e'er compared to this. 

•As when in Faphian groves the queen of love, 

.With fond complaint addrefsM the liftcning Jove, - 
! *T was joy and endleis blilies all around. 

And rocks forgot their hardnefs at the ibund. 
I . .T|ieii firlt, at iait even Jove vvas taken in, 

,Aod felt her charms, wuhout diiguife, within. 

And yet, think not, my friend, that 1 have any 
particular animofity againlt the champions who are 
, ' at the head of the prefent commotion ; on the con- 
! twy, I could find pleafure in the mulic, if ferved 

! • .up at proper intervals ; if I heard it only on proper 
! joccafions, and not about it wherever 1 go. In fad)-, 

f I could patronize them both ; and as an inftance of 

I my condcfcenlion in this particular, they may come 

' and give me a fong at my lodgings an any evening 

when I'm at leifure, provided they keep a becoming 

diftance, and Uand, while they continue toentertaiu 
1 nie» with decent humility at the door. 

. You perceive I have not read the (eventeen books 
I of Chinele ceremonies to no purpofe* i know the 

' proper fhare of re(pe<ft due ta every rank of fbcie- 

i ty. Stage players, fire eaters, finging women, dan- 

^ cing dogs, wild beails, and wire walkers, as their 

j efforts are exerted for our -amufenient, ought.noc 

[ entirely to be defpiied. The laws of every country 

fliould allow them to play their tricks at leaft with ^ 

impunity. They fliould not be branded with the 
I ignominious appellation of vagabonds ; at leaft, 

j they deferve a rank in fociety, equal to the myfte- 

' ry of barbers or undertakers ; and could my ijiflu- 

1 ence extend fo far, they ihould be allowed to earn 

eveii for^ . or fifty pounds a year, if emineoc in Uidr 
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I am (enfible, however, that you will cen(bre me 
©f profcifion in tWa rcfpeifi:, bred tip as you are in 

the narrow prejutliccs of eallcni iViigality. You 
vill luulouhtcclly nllcrt, that Tuch a Itipeiul is too 
great for fo ulclelk an employment. Yet, how will 
your furprife eucreafe, when told, that though the 
law holds them as vagabonds, snnny of them earn 
more than a thoufand a year. You are amazed. 
There is a caufe for amazcoieiit. A vagabond with 
n thoufand a year is indeed a curiofity in nature ; a 
^wonder far iur})aii:ng the flying fifh, petrified crab, 
or [r-dvellinglobller. However, from my gieatlove 
to the proteiiion, I would wiDiiigly have them di- 
verted of part of their contempt, and part of their 
finery ; the law ihould kindly take them under th^ 
wing of |n'ote<fiion, fix them into a corporation like 
that of the barbers, and abridge their ignomin y and 
penlions. As to tlieir abilities in other refpecfis, 1 
would leave that entirely to the public, who are 
certainly in this cafe the proper eii judges— whether 
they de(pii'e them or no. 

Yes, my Fum, I would abridge their penfions. A 
theatrical warrior, who conducts the battles of the 
llai?c, Hit nld be cooped up with ihe fame caution at 
a ijaTitam cock that is kept for fighting. When one 
of 1 hufe animals is taken from its jiative dung-hilJ, 
We retrench it both in the quantit y of its food, and 
the number of its feraglio ; players ihould in the 
fame manner be fed, not fattened ; they fliould bo 
permitted to get their bread, but not eat tbe peopWM 
bread into the bargain ; and, iirfteaid of being per- 
mitted to keep four miftrcfles, in confcience^ they 
Ihould be cemented only wi'.h two. 

Were ftage-players thus brought into bounds, 
per!iaps we Ihould find their admirers left fanguine, 
and cbnfeauently lefs ridiculous in patronizing them« 
We fhoum be no longer ft tuck with the tfblili^irf 
of feeing the' fame people, whofevalow makes ftwh 
a figure abroad, apoitropliizing in the praife of a 
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bounclag blockhead^ and wrangling in the defence 
of a copper-tailM aArels at 'hoine. ;* 
1 iliall conclude mj letter ^itli thefenfible-admo* 
tihion of Me. the philofbpher. You loye harmony , 
fays lie, and are charmed with miilic. 1 do not 
blanic you for hearing a fine voice, \viien you are m 
your clofet with a lovely parterre under your eye. 
or in the nigUi time, while perii^ps the niooH 'dif- 
fufes her filver rays. . But is a nian to carry this 
paifion fo far as to let a. coitopahy of oontfedians, mu* 
ficians and fingers, grow rich upon his exhaufted 
fortune ? if fo, he reftniblei one of thofe den»d bo- 
dies whofc bi ains the embalincrs have picked put 
through ics ear:».'' Adieu, 

i ■ ' *i " • ■■ " ii n 'I ii r l iiii 



LETTER LXXXV. 
From tic fame* 

OF all the places of amufement where gentlemefi 
and ladies are entertained, I have not been yet 
to vifit Newmarket. This, I am told, is a large 
field, where, upon certain occafions, tliree or four 
horfes are brought together, then fet a running, and 
that horfc which runs fwifteft wins the wager. 

This is reckoned a very polite and faihionable 
amufement here, niuc?i more followed by the nohil* 
ity than partridge fighting at Java, or paper kites at 
Madagaicar< Several of the great here, I am told, 
underliand as much 6f farriery as their grooms ; 
and a horfe, with any lliare of merit, can never w.ant 
a pacron among the nobility. 

We liave a delcription of this entertainment aL 
moft every iSaj' in iomeof the Gazettes, as for in* 
fiance : On fuch a day the Give and Take i'latte 
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was run For, between his Grace's Crab, Ins Lord- 
'/ iliips Periwinkle, aiul 'Squire Smackeni's Slanier- 
" kill. All rode iheir own holies. There was the 
greateil concourfe of nobility ihat has been known 
here for feveral feafons. 1 he odds ¥^ ere i a favor 
\^ of Crab in the beginning ; bu( Slamericfai^ after 
the firft heat^ (eemed to na^e the match hollow ; 
however it was foon feen that i^eriwinkle iniprovi 
5' ed in wind, which at lall turned out accordingly > 
Crab was run to a Hand llill^ Slainerkin was 
kuocked up, and Periwirdile was brought in with 
V; anu^erfal applaufe." Thus Vou fee Periwinkle 
received aniyerfal applanfe^ ana no doubt his Lord* 
Ihip came in for (bme fliare of that praife which 
was fo liberally beftowed upon Periwinkle. Snn of 
China ! liow glorious niuft the fenator appear in his 
cap and leather breeches, his whip crofled in his 
mouth, and thus con>ing to the goal auiongfl the 
ihouts of grooms, jockies, pimpa^ ftable-bred dukes^ 
and degraded eenerals ! 

From the deicription of this princely amofinnent 
now tranfcribedy and from the great veneration I 
have for the charadlers of its principal promoters, I 
make no doubt but I fhall look upon an horfe race 
with becoming reverence, predifpofed as I am by 
fioiilar amufement, of which I have lately been a 
ipec^tor \ for juft now I happened ^o have an op* 
povtvnity of being preTent at a cart-race« 

Whether this contention, between three carts of 
diiFcrent parifhes, was promoted by a ftibfcription 
among the nobility, or whether the grand-jury in 
counfel aflenibled, had glorioully combined to en- 
courage plauftral merit, 1 cannot take upon me to 
determine ; but certain it is, the whole was con- 
du(%ed with the ntmoft regularity and decorum ; 
and tHe company, which made a brilliaiu appear^-' 
ance, were unJverlally of opinion, that 'the ffoft 
was hip-h, theruuninafinej and the riders influenced 
by no bribe. 
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. * It vgm*rnn on th'e.roadr froio London to a village 
called. Er eiit ford y between .a minp cart^.a<duft cart^ 
arid a ckiiig cart, each of tlie owners coitdercendiiig 

to iiioiijit and be his o\mi driver. The odds at . 
ItiuLing were Dufl: againlt Dung, five to four ; but 
after iialf a mile going, the knowing ones found 
UienifeiMcs.all on the wrong fide, and ii was.Turiiip 
aga i nil ihe fields brafi to iilver. 
I Soeniy however^' the conteik became: inbre. doubfy 
fill ^ jTarnip indeed! kept -the. uraj,. but: at was ^ex* 
ceivedrtbat Dung had better bottoiii. The road- re* 
ecliocd with the ihouts of the i]:)cctators ; Dung at 
gainll Turnips Turnip iigainii Dung, was now the 
univerfal cr}' ; neck and neck ; one rode liiihier, 
but the oilier hadmore judgaieiu* , 1 colikl not but 
particularly obferve the ardour with vhicb tbe fais- 
HK eippttfetL thcL cattfe of xbtt different riders on ibis 
occafion ; one was charmed with tt»e tDwaflied 
beauties bf Dung ; andtb^r was captivated with the 
patibul^ry afpedt of Turnip j while, in the mean 
. liiue, uniortunatc gloomy DuiV, who came whipping 
behind, waachearcd tlie eii£ouragemen£ o^ fome^ 
and pity of all. ... '. : ' - . ' 

The* contention now continued fpr fome time, . 
without apoffibilxty of determining to whom 'vidiory 
defigi^ tb« prize. The^inmng poft. appesu-ed in 
irjcw, and he who drove the turnip cart afiured him* 
felf of fuccef* ; and fuccefsful he might have been, 
had his horfe been as anibitions as he ; but upon 
approaching a turn from the road, w hich led home- 
Wards^ tbe borfe family flood itiljl>v^>^^ refufed to 
move a foot farther. The dung cart had icarce 
time to.wjoy this temporary trjump!x» .when it wrav 
pitched headloKg into a ditch by tlie way fide^ and 
the rider left to wallow in congenial nuui. Duft, ii^ 
the mean time, foon came up, and not being far 
from the polt, carie in,,amidfl the Hiouts and accla- 
mations .oi^* p[lL tihe fpeciatprs, and greatly carefled. 

by all ibe gtt4liiy..of ftreiufprd. Fprtiin^ yfsk$ l^ud^ 
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only to onr, who olioht to have been favourable to 
iiil i each i)ad peculiar nicrit, each laboured hard to 
tarn the prize, aiul each richly dciu ved the care he 
drove, ' . . * ' . / : ^ . • • 

: 1 do Dot know whether this dofcription may not 
have anticipated that M^hich 1 intended giving of 
iSewmai'kec* I am told there is little elie to be ieeii 
even there. There may be ibme ipinute diiFeien- 
c^s in the drels of the Ipectators, but none at all in 
their undei ftandings ; the quality of iUeniford aie 
as remarkable for ])o]kenels and delicacy as the 
bi ceders of Newmarkets The quality of bi entford 
drive their own carts^ and the honor^le fraternity 
of Newmaiket ride their own borfes. In ihort, the 
matches iu 4)iie place .are-as rational as.thofe lo tlia 
other ; and it is more thlan probable, that ifamips, 
dud and dung; are all that can be found to f^Ini^h 
out dei'cripiion in eiilier. ' 

Forgive me, n)y friend^ but a perfon like me, 
br^ up in a piiilofophic ieclufion, is apt to t^gard^ 
perhaps ^itfa too mnciv afjperity^ th<»ie<i)ccurrenctK 
vtbioh link man^betow.his'itation iii:natare^ aiid 
miniih the intriufic value of humanity. 



.<t..^ . <>.<>#• t I' Vki -J* ' - p a 

• T • * ' t 

- . • L T T £ :R- LXJcXVli « • '• 

YOU tell me the people of Europe aie wife ; but 
wiiere lies tlieir wiidoin \ You lay ihey arc \al- 
liant too > yet l have fomef icTrJousto doubt^of tiieir 
t»alour, » Th*y are ei'^gaged iu 'Mar am^rg taclif 
oti^er^ yet apply to the K^ulfians^ t^beii^ nefglil>oBi^ 
a^id otxi's^ <for aliiftaltce^ Oikivating Tuch analllalicc^ 
#iLrgiK6 at oa(^e unprudeiK-e and tia}idiry.. All lhb«' 
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lidicspaiil for fucli an aid is ^lengthening tlieRuf- 
iianSy already too powerful, and weakening the em- 
ployers^, already exhaulbedby intedlne^oHimotions; 

I cannot avoid beholding the Ruilian empire as ^ 
the itattfrat' enemy of: the more wettern pans of 
Europe ; as an enemy already pofleiltd of grieat 
ilrength, and, from the nature of the government, 
every day threatening to become more powerful. 
This extenfive em]>ire, which, both in Knio]>e and 
Ada, occupies almoit a third of the old world^ vvas^ 
about two centnnes ago^ divided into ie pa rate king* 
doms^atid^ dtikedomsj and' from (beh a idivifion^ con« 
fiqnemly feeble.- - Since the . rime^ however, of 
Johan EN^filides^ it has* entriBafedr in ftrength and 
extent; and ihofe nntrodden forefts, thele innu- 
merable favage aniniali, winch formerly covered 
the face of the country, are now removed, and colo* 
nies of mankind planted iu their room. A king* 
. dom thus enjoying peace inrernaily, poflelied of an 
iinb^mided extent of .dominsoHy.amd leai*ning the 
inilltary ait at the expenae of others abroad, . smsA 
every day grow more powerful*; and it is probable 
wefhallhear Rnilia, in f uture times, as formerly, 
called the Officina (ientium. 

Jt was long the wilh of Feter, their great mon- 
arah, tohai^eafbrc inlbme of the weftern paics of 
Karope.1 many of his fchemes and treaties were di«» 
reified to this end^bnr^a ppily for Enrope. heiailed in 
them all. A fort in the power of this people, would 
be like the poilelfion of a flood gate ; und whenever 
ambition, in tereit, or necellity prompted , they might 
then be able to deluge the whole world ivkh a bar- 
barous inundation. ' .* 
. Believe me, my friend, I cannot fufCcienfly 
eontemn the 'polices .of Eutope^ who thiis« make 
this powerful people -arbitraAmrs - in their* qnarrell 
The Kuflians are now at that period between refini?« 
ment and barbarity, which feems moll adapted to 
aiilicary atchievemenci; and if once they happen to 
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gBt footing in the veflbern Y^autsrof Etirope^ k is not 
the feeble efforts ofrhefons of effeminacy atid di<- 
ientioii ih.u can lervc to remove liicn). The ieriile 
vailt-y niid iot'c cliiuarc will ever be futlicicnt in- 
ducements to draw whole myriads i^om the^r.Aative 
defert^ cl;^ trackld» wUd^ or fM\vy*inQumaiu«. ': 
Hiftory, experience, reaion^ naiurCi expniid the 
book- of witiloni before the- eyes of- manktuci^ Ijm 
they -.wni- not read. We -ha^ fem with' ^teiror a 
winged phalanx of famiflied locufts^ each fingly 
contemptible^ but from multitude becomes hideous, 
cover, like clouds the face of day^ and threaten the 
M^liole \>x>rld with ruin. We bave i'een tliem fquicMig 
to the fertile plains o£Ifidia and Egy]ft| 4<#rQyij9^ 
in an iuftant, the lainmra'aiid tbe bopetof WNiioiis^ 
fiiaring Bekher the. fruit of the eanh m? 4he ywt 
dare of the fields^- an4 eban gin g into a frightful <Ii(N 
fert, Iviiullcapes of once lurmiant beauty. We have 
fcen m^/i iads of ants illuin^i; together from the ibuth-i 
em delert like a.tQiurent, whofe iburc^ was iue^t 
hauikii^ie, fucceedihg each other y;ithoitf eDd>^aiHi 
reilewiag their dellroyed forces whh4i9Ve)Rite4;p^ 
feyerance, bringing deCblarioa wherever tbl^j^ tfUBBft^ 
baniihing men and animals, and, Mrhen.deftitate of 
all fubfiltence, in heaps infe<fting the wildeniels 
which they had made ! Like theie have been the 
jnigrations of men. Wheti ais yet favagc, and 
almolt lelembliiig their brute paruiers in the foreit, 
fubjec^ like them only lo. thfe inlUm^is ofoature^ 
and dirked by hunger aloiie an :thc choke, ofiaif 
abode, how have we ften whole anoies ftareiBg 
wild at once from their for ell and their dens ; Goths^ 
Huns, Vandals, Saracens, Turks, Tartars, myriads 
of men, animals in human form, without country, 
without name, without laws, out-poweHUg by iiuni-^ 
bers al^.oppofition, ravaging cities, overturning em^ 
pires, and aften havipg ideftreyed whole nations^* 
and fprezA extenfive delblation, bow have we ieen 
them fink opprefled by fbme^ new ejiemy, more bar- 
barous and even more unkuowu ihau they 1 Adieu. 
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E T. T E K iLXXXVII- 

F/'OP/J Li^'/J Chi A/idiigt^ to Fiiv:- Hoavi^ firfl Trcfid.ht 
vj the Ccnmonial Acad-^jnj^ at Pekin, i:i Cl i/ui. 

AS the-iiiftrucflion of tbefm* tax m this country 
is^eiiiirely committed to the care of foreigners, 
as tlieir language matters, niufic malters, liair friz- 
zers^and goveniciles, are all from abroad, 1 had iowic 
iiitcniionsof opctiingaiesnale^aideiny myiklif and 
made nodoiibr, as 1 was quite a fdreigiier, of m«et* 
ingia fa^oorable receprton*. 

In tfais i intended to inftrticfi: the kcKes in all the 
conjugal niyfteries ; wives fhould be taught the arc 
of managing hnibands, and maids the jkill of pro- 
perly chooliiig ihem ; I would teach a w ifeliow far 
ihe might veiunre to be tick without giving diiguil ; 
ihe fhould be acquainted .irvith the greait beneilts of 
tlie cholic.in the ttomaeh^andi ail the thoroegh bred 
wfolence of fafliion 4 'm^ida flranh) leaim* the fecret 
of nicely dHUnjruifliing every competitor they 
iliould be able to know tiie dilFerence between a 
pedant and a fcliolar, a citizen and a prig, a Iquire 
and his horfe, a beau and liis monkey ; but chieily, 
riiey ihould be taught the art ok' maaagiing their 
iiniies,:- from tbt. contesiptuens fimper to the long 
laboiioiis^Bugh.. > . . ' » 

But I haire di&ontinued the project ; f&r what 
would fignify teaching ladies the manner of go- 
verning or choofing hnlbands, when marriage is at 
prcfent fo much out of fafhion, that a lady is very 
well oS who can get any hufband at nil. Celibacy^ 
now prevails in etery rank of life ; the ftreets are 
cnowded with xilA bacbeiori^ aad the bonCes with 
ladies who haye refnfed good offisrs, and are neter. 
likely to receive any for the future. » » 

The only advice, therefore, 1 could. give the fair 
&x, as tbiiigB ftand at prefeut^ is^-to get iiuibands 

F f 
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as faft as they can. There is certainly nothing in 
the whole creation y not even Babylon in ruins^ more 
truly deplorable, than a lady in ilie \irgin bloom of 
lixty-thrce, or a bnitered iinniairjcd be;iu, who 
f(]uibs about from place to place, fhewing his pi<>- 
tail wig and his cars. The one appears lo my ima- 
gination in the form of a double night-cap^ or a roll 
of pomatum, the other in the ihape of an elfjdlary^ 
or a. bmc of pills. ^ I 

I would pnce: «iore, therefore, advife tlie ladiet 
to get httibands. I would dcfn e them rot to dilcard 
an old lover without very fufiicient realbns, nor 
. . treat the new with ill nature, till they kiiow him 
iaUc ; let not priui-js alJedgc the fal lends of the 
iex^ coquets the pleafures of long courtlhip, orpa*** 
rents rheaeceiiary preliminaries of penny for pen- 
ny. I ba:ve reaibns that wouId,(ilence even a calfailt 
ill tlife ]xxrttctilAr. »h\ the-firft place; liicrcfore, I 
divide live fnbjcci into iifteen heads, and then (ic 
^ uri^:o//f;/tor — but not to give you and mvfelf tlie 

f iplcen, be contented at prefent\> iih an Indian tale. 

Jn a winding of the river Amidar, jull before ic 
« fails into the C afiuan fea^ there lies an iiland unfre- 
quented by the inhal&autsof the continent. In thia * 
iedufion^ bleft* with all that wild tincolrivated na- 
ture could beftow, lived a princefs and her tw<f 
daughters. She had been wrecked iq^on the coalt 
^vhile her children as yet ^^erc infants, who, of 
coni^quence, though grown up, w ere ciuii ely un- 
acc{ua(hned with oiian. Y«tj unexperienced as the 
young ladies tweace! in .the..oppoiite fex; botb earljr 
dilcovered fymptoms/tlKloiie'o^ pauAery^ tbe^her 
of being a cbqtiirr.'*'The 'eldeft wat .evet leaintng 

jiiaxims of wildom and difcretion from her mamma, 
Y^hile the youngcil employed all her hours in gaz- 
ing i t her bwn face in a neighbouring fountain.' 

Their uluol auuifcmeut in.ihisfolituil^^viiftf flung. 
Their motiieii had taught' theitiraU ihf.frci^et$ of llie 
aH:«;ihe.ihci\ved theia whicli:ii^mth^:ixidtt likely* 

I \ 
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places to throw out the line, what baits were mod 
jjroper for the various ieafons, and the beil manner 
to draw. up the iimiy prey^ w-Iicn they bad booked 
it». '/In this manner they fpeuc' their, time, cafy and 
innocenV'till one day tiie piincefs ipkelpg indifpoied^ 
defired tbem to go and catcb her a iturgeon or a 
fliarkforfupper, which {he fancied might lit eafy on 
her ftomach. The daughters obeyed, and clapping 
on a gold fiih, theufual bait, on ihofe occ.ilions, went 
and f it upon one of the rocks, ietting,-tb^ .gUdcU 
books giidedown with the Ilream, ^ <• , 

. On ihe oppofire fhore, farthardown^ at ibe mouth 
of the river, Hved a diver for pearls, a youtb^ who, 
belong habk in bis trade, wss almoft grown amphi- 
hlMS'S that'he could remai?i whole hours at the 
bottom- of the water, without ever fetching breath. 
He happened to be at that very inftant diving, when 
the ladies were fiihing with a giKlcd hook. Seeing 
therefore tlie bait> wbkh to him had tbe. appearance 
of real gold, he was refolved to ieize the prize, but 
hfHtk iiands- k<?ing iadready filled with pearLoyfters, 
}ie found hinifeif obliged to fnap at it with hia 
aaoutb the. confequence is eafily imagined ; the 
hook, before unperccived, was inllaniiy fattened 
in his jaw ; nor could he> with all bis efforts, or bis 
floundering, get free. . 

" y biiUv, cries the yoangeft princefi, I have cer- 
tainly caught a moiiitl-ous fi/h ; I never perceived 
a.iiy thing ttruggle fo at ibe end of my line before ; 
come and help me to draw it in/' Thcv both now, 
therefore, aflilled in fiaiincr uj) the divt-r on ihore ; 
opt nothin;T could etjual tlieir furprire upon Iceing . 
him. Bids my eyes, cries the prude, what have 
we got he: e ; this is a very odd li(h to be fare ; I 
never fawiiiiy thing in my life look fo queer; what 
cye8, .vvbat terrible daws, ^bat a mpnftrauBfinout : 1 
^ave r^^d of this monOer foniewhere bt:fore, it cer- 
tainly njuft >e a ran -lang that eais v/omen ; lec 
tlirow jt.back into the ila .v^hev^ we found it." 
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The diver In the* mc:\u time ilood npon ibebcach, 
at the end ot tlie line, wkh the hook iu his nioiuh| 
wling €very art th ir he tiiought could belt rxcke 
piry, niul pstrcicularly looking extremeiy tender, 
which is ofual in iVich circumikaiKes. Tlie coquet, 
therefore, in fbme metiftire influenced by the inno- 
cence of his looks, ventiircd to contradiol: her com- 
panion. Upon my word, filter, fays fhe, 1 fee 
nothing in the animal I'o very terrible ns 3 on are 
pleafed to appreltettd ; I think it may ferve well 
enough for a cliange. Always fliarks, and ftur^eoni, 
mni lobtlers, and cra^vfiOi, make me qtureiick. 1 
fancy « flico of this, nicely grillcid and dreiled up 
'whh fhrimp fauce, woiild be very pretty eating. 1 
fancy mannnti would like a bit with pickles above 
nil thin<!;s in the world ; and if it flionld not iit eafy 
on iicr Itoniach, it will be time enough to difconii- 
»ue it when found difagreeable, you know." " Hoi»-i 
rid^ cries the pritdis^- would the girl bc^ poifbned. I 
tell you it is a tdn^lang ; 1 have read-ol* k iti>twMN 
ty places. It is every where defer]1>ecl as ih^ Moft 
pernicious animal that ever infefted the ocean. I 
am certain it i^i the moll inlidions. ravenous creature 
in the world ; and is certain deitriiction if taken 
internally." The youngelt filler was now, there* 
fore, obliged to fiibmit : both aflilled in drawing 
the hook with fome violence from the Oliver's jaw ; 
and he, 6nd!n{r himfelf at liberty, bent bts hrtM 
again il the btoad wave^ and difappeared in ait 
iiillant. 

[nli: at this juncture, ihe mother came down to 
the beach, to know the caufe of her daughters de- 
lay ; they told licr every circumtlance, dtlcribtng 
the monfter they had caught. The old lady was 
one of the woft difcreet women in the world ; fhe 
was called the black-eyed ]>rinceft, from l?#0 black 
eyes fhc had received in her youth, beiitg. ft littler 
addicted to bo^dnix in her li(]nor. Alas, my chil- 
dren, cries flie^ what Lave you done The tifti you 
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caught was a nian-fifli, one of the luofl. tame donief- 
tic auimals in the world. We could haw let him 
/•un an^.play about the garden^ and he. would have 
been twenty times more entertaining than our fquir- 
rel or monkey/* If that beall^ fiiys the young 
Cdqiiet, we will filli for him again. If that be all, 
ril liokl tiuee tooth-picks to one pound of fnufF, I 
Cfticli him whenever 1 pleafe." Accordingly they 
threw mtiieir lines once more, but, with all their 
gliding, an4 paddlinff, ^and ailiduity, they could 
iie.ver after catch the diver. In (liis itate of iblitndc 
«nd difappointmept they continued for many years^ 
ilill fifhing, but without fnccefs ; till, at laft, the 
genius of the place, in pity to their diftrefs, changed 
the prude inio a flu'imp, and the coquet into au 
pyiler. Adieu. 



LETTER LXXXVIII- 
From tht fame. 

1AM amufed^ my 4ear Fnm^ with the labours oC 
fome of the learned here. One lhall write j^on 
whole folio on the dilledlion of a caterpillar : ano* 

ther (hall fwell his works with a defcription of the 
plumage on the wing of a butterfly : a third ihall 
fee a little world on a peach leaf, and publi/li a book 
to deicribe what his readers might fee more cleariy 
in two minutes^ only by bdbig fnrmilied with eyes 
and a microfcope. 

I have fl-eqnently compared the tmderftandin^s of 
fucfa men to their own glafles. Their field of vifioa* 
is too contracced to take in the whole of any but^ 
minute objects ; they view all nature bit by bit ; 

sow the probofcisj now the antenuasi now the 

rfi2 
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J) innse of— a flea. Now the polypifs cbmes to lireak* 
fait upon a worm ; now k is kept tip to fee liow 
long it will live witltout eating ; nipw it is tenoned 

Infide outward ; and now it fickens and dies. Thus 
they proceed, laborious in trifles, con (I ant in expe- 
riment, wiilioiu one linglc libllraLiion, by wliicli 
n!onc, knowledge may be properly laid to increaie, 
I ill, at lalt, their ideas, ever employed upon minute 
things, conrradc the fizeof the dtininutive olge<t> 
and alingle mitcfhanfilltheip wlioleniiid'scapacity. 

Yet, believe iiie,^ itty frieird, rtdicnlotis'as tfae<<» 
men are to the world, they are fet up as objecfts of 
citcem for each other. Tliey have particular places 
nppointcd for their meetings, in which one fhews 
Iiis cockle- ihelly and is praifed by all the ibciety ; 
another produces his powder, makes fbme cxperi- 
nients that refult in nothing, and comes off with 
admiration and applaufe ; a third corner out with 
the important difcovery of fome new proc^in tbe 

.'keleton cf a mole, and is fet down as the accurate 
and fenfible ; while one, Hill more fortunate than 
the relL, by pickling, potting, and preferving won* 
fters, rills into unbounded reputation. 

The labonrs of fuch men, inllead of ' being cal- * 
cnlated to amule the i|ublicj, are laid out only for 
diverting eacH otlier. ' The' ^oHd becomes very 
^ Kttlt the better or the wifer for knowing what M 
the peculiar food of an infec% that is itfelf the food 
of another, which, in its tnrn, is eaten by a third ; 
but there arc men who have iludied themfclves into 
{•n habit r f inveftigatingand admiring Inch niinuiiae. 
1*0 tlicfe fuch fubje<as arc pleafing, as there are^ 
Ibme who contentedly fpend whole days in cndea- 
vonring to Iblve amigmas, or difentangle the pu^j- 
zling lUcks of children. ■ ' * 
' But of all the learned, thofe who pretend to in. 
Veftigsite remote antiquity, have lealt to plejid in 
their own defence, when they carry this pallion to 
a faulty cxcefei They are gcneraUy found to fiipply 
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by conjediurt tne want of record^ and then by per* 
lev^rance are wrought up itito a coniicleiice of the 
truth of opinions^ whicb^ even to themfclves^ at firft 
appenrcfi founded only in imagination. 

Tile ir^viropcci'is ha\c lieai d nivich of ilie kinqdom 
ofCiiiiKi: its poiitencis, ait?, commerce, laws and 
morale, are, however, but very imperfecil^ known 
atnoiig clicai^ They have^ even now, in their Indian 
warehai»te8» nambcrleis utenfils, plants^ minerals 
and machines, of - the ufe of which they are entirely 
ignorant : nor can any among them even make a 
probable wueis tor what they tnight have been de- 
signed. Yer, though this people be ignorant of 
the preient real Itatc of China, the phliolophers I 
am delcribing have entered into long;, learned, la- 
bo r ions difputeS) about what China was two thou* 
' f atul years ago. * China and European happineft are 
hm little conneifted even at this day ; but European 
hapfyineik ami China two'thontand years e^* have 
certainly no connection at all. However the lenrned 
have written on and j^eruied tlie fuhjec't throngh all 
the labyrinths of antiquity ; though the early liews 
a id the tainted gale he paiied away ; though no 
footdepsr remain todiredk the doubttul chace, yet 
ftill they rtui forward, open upon the uncertain 
ftemCy and chough in faA they follow nothing, are 
•arneft in the purAiit. In this ehace, however,they 
all take different ways. One, for example, conli* 
denily allures ns, that China was peopled by a co- 
lony from Egypt. Sefoliris, he obicrves, led his 
nrmy as far as the Ganges ; therefore, if he went 
ib far, he might ftill have gone as far as China^ 
ivhicii^ is «&out a thbufand miles from thence ; 
therefore be did go to China ; therefore China was 
not peopled before he went there ; therefore it wa$ 
peopled by him. Befidcs, the Egyptians have py- 
ramids ; the Chinefe have in like manner their 
])orcelaiu tower ; the Egyptians ufed to light up 

candles upon e\ery rejoicings the Chinefe have 
0 
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lantborns upon the fame oocafioii; tke Egyptians 
had tlieir great river^ fb have the Chinefe ; but 
what fences to put the mauer paft a doubt i^, that 
the ancient kings of China and thole of i:^gypt were 
called by the fame namess The emperor Ki is cer- 
tainly the lame wicli king Atoes ; for, if we only 
clianee K into A, and i into toes, we Ihall have the 
name Atoes ; and witli eqnal eafe Mcnes may- be 
proved to be the iaine with the emperor Yii ; there* 
fore the Chinefe are a colony from -Egypt. 
« But another of the. learned 19 entirely differed 
from the laft i and he will have the Chinefe ta be 
a. colony planted by Noah jud after the deluge. 
Firlt, from the valV liniilitude there is between the 
name oFFohi, the founder of the Chinefe monarchy, 
and that of Noah, ilie preferver of the human race; 
Noali, Fohi, very like each other truly ; ihey have 
each but four lettera, and only two of the four hapt 
pens to diffen fint to-ftrengtheo the. argument^ 
Fob], as the Chinefe chronicle aliefa^ bad no father. 
Noah, ic is troe, had a father as the Enropean bible 
tells us ; but then, as this father was probably 
drowned in the Hood, it is ju[i the fame as if he had 
no father at all ; therefore Noah and Fohi are the 
iame. Juii after the flopd, the earth was covered 
with mud ; if it was covered with mud^ic raullhavo 
been incraftated mud i if it was incruttated, it waa 
eloathed with verdure i this was a fine unembarafled 
road for Noah to fly from his wicked children : he 
therefore did fiy fioin them, and took a journey of 
twothoufand miles for his own amufemei^t i there- 
fore Noah and Fohi are the fame. 

Anotlier iaSt of literati^ for they all pafs among 
the vulgar for very great fcbolars, aflert> that th^ 
Cfaine[e<came neither from* the colony of Sefiillris^ 
nor from Noah, but are delbended from Maeog, 
Mefliec and Tubal, and therefore ueiiher Seib/vii^^ 
nov Noah^ nor Fohi; are the fame* 
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hiftthu8| my friend, that iikioleiicc afToines tlie 
airs of wirdom, ami while it tofles the cup anil baM 
i^ith infamine folly, defircs ibe world to look on^ 

;ir.d callb the itupidpailiuic philofoph^ aiiJkaiuing* 
Adieu. • . ♦ . . 

—MM— I I II I II I I I ■ ■ I I I mmmmmmmi 



L £ T T E R LXXXIX. . . 

from the f avis » . . 

WHEN the men of this country are once turned 
of thirty, they regularly rctue every year at 
proper intervals to lie ia of the Ipleeu. The v ulgar, 
unfumiihed with the luxurious comforts of the fofi 
cnfiitoot down.bed^ imdeafy ch«iri.^r0ob]igedjwfeien 
tjiefitis on them, to nurfe it up by drinking, idle* 
neis and ill humour. In fuch difpofitions^ unhappy 
is the foreigner who happens lo crofs them : liis 
long chin, tarniflied coat, or pinched hat, are fure 
to receive no quarter. If they meet no foreigner, 
however, to fight with, they are, in fuch caies, genc*. 
rallyeontent with beating each other. 

The rich at tlsey Imye m^f^e fooitbUityi areopefr 
ated opon with greater vWenc© by this di (order. 
Different from ihe poor, inftcad of becoming more 
infolent, they grow totally unfit for oppoliiion. A 
general here, who would ha\e faced a culveriii 
when well, if the fit be cn him, ihall hardly find 
courage to fnufF a candle. An admiral, who could 
have oppofed a broodfide without . ibrinking, ihall 
iit whole days in his chamber, mobbed up in a doh* 
We night-cap, (huddering at tbe iiitrufive breesse, 
and diilinnruiihablc from liis wife only by his black 
beard and heavy eye brows. 

In the country this diforder moflly attacks the faic: 

fexy iu town it is snoft unfuyoarable^ to (hoinen. A. 

• • a 
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lady, v^ho has pined whole years, atiiidft cooing 
doves Md eomplaining nightingales^ in rural retire^ 
itient, fliairrefume all her vi'vacity in one night at 

' 9 city gaming (able hep huiband who roared, hunt* 
ed, and <>;ot drunk, at home, fhall grow fplenetic in 
town, ill proportion to his wile's good ininioui'. Up- 
on their arrival in London, they change their dii- 
orders. in confcquence of her parlies and excurfi* 
ons, be puts on the furred cap and icarlet itonia<» 
cber, and- perfectly refembles an fndian hnfband, 
Yiho, when his wife is fafely delivered, permits her 
to tranfaifi bufinefi abroad | while lie undergoes* all 
the formality of keeping his bed^ ana receiving* all 
the condolence in her pmce. * . ♦ 

But thofe who relide conllantly in town o\ve this 
(liforder moltly to the influence of the weather. It 
is impolQble todefcribe what a variety of tranfmu* 
tations an 'ea(l^ ^ind (hall prodnce'; ic has^bben 
knoiiFiy ttt'thange a ladynif faAiion into* a parlowr* 
<!0ttcb ; an 'Alderman into 'a plate of onfta^da, and a 
difpenfer of joftiee im&fi rm-mtp. £ven 'philofo* 
phcrs thenifelves are not exempt from its influence ; 
it has often converted a poet into a coral and l^ells, 
and a patriot fenator into a dumb waiter. 

Some days ago 1 went to vifit the man in black, 

^ and^enteredhis hcMife with that ebeerfulnefs which 
tht" eenaimy o^"^ -sk' -ftivobrabli / reorptbn- alwayg 
jn l pireS* Upioii opening the ddot of his apartment, 
I found him* with the nH>(tl^tefnl face imaginable, 
in a morning gown 3ind-flaii«el night-cap, earneftly 
employed in learnintr to blow ilie German flute. 
Struck with theablurdity of a man in the decline of 
life, thi^ blowing away ?li his conititmion and 
fpirits, even without the coniblation of being mnii- 
Gaft>M ventured- to alk, what bonld: induce him to at*, 
tempt learning (b-diitieok-^in inibrument *fo late iit 
life i To this he made nd' reply, but groaning, ami 
ftill^holdtng the flute to his lip, continued to gaze at 
lue for fome moments very eagerly,, and thcu.^uo^ 
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teti^itA prt<$He his gamilt 'as before. After hair* 

iiig produced a variety of the moil bidcous tones 
in nature ; atlali turning to nic, he demandc;!, whe- 
ther I did not think he made a I'urprizii^g progrefd 
ill two days t You &:g, coiuiuucs. he^ 1 bave get 
the Ambnfheer already^ and as for fingerine^ uiy 
mailer tells jue^ I iball have that in a iew . Jeilbiia 
more. 1 was fo much aftonifhed with this inftance 
of inrerted ambition » that 1 knew not-what to reply^ 
but fooii difcerned the caui'e of all his abfurdiiies ; 
my friend was under a nietaiiiorpholis by the power 
of fplcen, and Hutc-blowiiig was unluckily become 
lu3 adveiuitjous paliioii. . ! 

; In order, therefore^ to banifh his anxiety iniper* 
cepttbJy^by feeming to indulge it^l began to defcant 
QU thote gloomy topics^ by which philofophers oft- 
get ricT of their own fpleen, by communicating 
i; ; the wrctchcdnefs o/man in tliis life, the happi-t 
liefs of fonic wrought out of the niiferies ofoihers,- 
the necciliry that wretches ihould expire under pu* 
niibmemj that roj|tie8iiiiglu enjoy afHuancein tran<% 
^Ility. I led him on from the inliumanity of the 
rich to the ingratitude of tiie beggar ; from the iih» 
fincerity of refinement to the Aercenefs of ra&jcity ; 
and at lafl: had the good fortune to reltore him to 
his ulual fercniiy of temper, by permitting him to. 
expatiate u]doii all the modes of human niilery. 

Some j)ight3 ago, fays my friend, iiuing alone 
by liiy fire^ [happened to look into an account :o£ 
the detection ot a iet of men calted the thief*takersK 
I read over the many hideous cruehiea. of . ihoA:« 
haters of mankiad, of their pretended frifttddiip to 
"Wretches they meant to betray, of their lending 
men out to rob, and then hanging them. 1 could 
not avoid Ibnietimes interrupting the narrative, by 
crying out, \ct thefe are men J wei^Jt on.^ 

wa3 inform^ that they li^di liyeid 1)y this pra<rticj» 
fc^al.yoars, 40d, h^d |{^n:itfirkbedr^y blood; 
tfhdeyft, cried frteFa>l^A.fen^^ioto tbi& wor 14^ 
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and am idffired no 'call tbefe men injr brothels 1 
retfd that the v^ry man Mr ho Ird thc^ condemned. 

M l etch to the jrallows was he who fali'elv fwoi e his 
life away ; and jct, continued 1, that perjurer 
}iad jult llich a nofe, (uch lips, (uch hands, and 
iucii eyes as Newton." .1 ac lait came to the ac* 
IM>ont of the >yretch tfaat mras fearcked after robbing 
one of the tliief-takers of half a crown. Thotfe of 
ibe confederacy knew 'that he bad got <but that fin*- 
gle half crown in tfie world ; after a long iSfarch/ 
therefore, which they knew would be tVnitlefs, and 
taking from him the half crown, which they knew 
was all he had, one of the gang compaffionately 
cried our, Alas> poor creature^ let him keep all 
the reit he has got^ it will do him fervice in New-' 
f!^i where we arc iending him/* This was'ati' 
inftanceof fnchcommmiicated guilt and hypocri fy^ 
that 1 threw down the book in an agony of rage, 
and bcoan to think wiih malice of all the hmnan 
kind. 1 I'atiilent for fonie minutes, and focn per- 
ceiving the ticking of my watch beginning to grow 
poiiy ai^d troubleibme^ I quickly placed it out of 
hearing, and iirove to refome my ferenicy. « But 
the watcbmisn fbon ^ave me a iecond dlami» I had 
ftarcely reooTcred irom this, when my pea^re was 
aQaulted by the wind at my window : and when 
that ccafed to nlow, I liilened for dead w atches in 
thewainicot. 1 now found my whole fjilem di(- 
compoied. I ftrovc to find a reibnrce in philofophy 
and reafon ; but what could \ oppoie, or where di* 
•mSi my blow^ when I could i^e no enemy to com^ 
hat. . I Ikw no nftifery approaching, lior knew any 
1 had to fear, yet ftill I was miferable. Morning 
came, I fought for tranquillity in difiipalicn, faun- 
tercd from one place of public refort to anothcr,but 
^und myfelf difagreeable to my acquaintance, and 
ridiculous to others. I tri^d at different times 
dancing, fencinj;, and riding. I folved getmietrical 
irif^bletnB^* ' fliiskped tobaeed uoppers; wrote verfes^ 



Digitized by Gt) - 



•[ 34St 3 

and cut paper. At laft I placed my affec^iJoiis ou 
inuficy.aud find, that earnelt employment, if it cau- 
|iot cure, 9$ leaft will palliate every mni^ty." Ar 
diem . - 



' .1, E T T E R XC. 

From thi famu 

IT is no nnpleafing contemplation to confider the 
influence whicii foil and climate have upon the 
diQ)oiition of the iubabitautSj the animals aiid vt* 
sccables of diffcrcat countries. That aaumg the 
ulrute creation is much more vifible than in man^ 
and that in vegetables more than either. In fonie 
places, thofe plants which are entirely poifonous at 
home, lofe their deleterous quality by being carried 
abroad $ there are ferpents in Macedonia ib harm** 
If ft .s|s*to b^, uSkI as play-things for childrci^ and 
H»t arc told, that in fome parts of Fez» there are 
lions (b very timorous as to be (cared away, though ^ 
coming in herds, by the cries of women. 

I know of no country where the influence of cli- 
mate and £41 is more vifible tluui in England ; the 
lame hidden caufe which giv^s courage to their dogs 
and cocks, ^ivea.allb fiercenefs to their .men« Bus 
chiefly this ferocity appears among the vulgar. The 
polite of every country pretty nearly refeniWe each 
other. But as in fimpling, it is among the unculti- 
vated produ(5lions of nature, we are to examine the 
charac^rjCtic differences of climate and foil, lb, in an 
eftimate of the genius of the people, we mnft look 
Msmig the Ibns of the nnpoliihed rufliicity« The. 
vulgar Englifli, therefore, may be eafily diftin- 
guiXhe^rgm all the reft of the world, by fuperior > 

eg 
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pride, impatience, and a peculiar liarclinefii of fon], 
Perhaps no qualities in the world are more liif- 
teptiblc of a tioe poliih than thefe ; artificial com- 
plaifance and ealy deference being fuperinduced 
over thefe, generally forms a great characfler ; 
Ibmething at once elegant and majeilic, affable, yet 
lincere. buch in general arc the better fort j but 
they who arc left in primitive rudenefs, are the 
leait diipofed for fociety wiih others, or comfort 
internally, of any people under the fun. 

The poor indeed of every country are but little 
prone to treat each other with tendernefs ; their 
own miferies are too apt to engroft all their pity ; 
• and perhaps too they give but little commileration, 
Ui they find but little from others. But, in England, 
the poor treat each other upon every occalion with 
more than Camgt animolity, and ad they were hi 
a ft ate of open war by nature. ^-In China, if two 
portens fhould meet in a narrow ftreet,4hey would 
lay down their burthens, make a thoufand exciifes 
to each oilier for the accidental inierruption, and 
beg pardon on their knees ; if two men of the fame 
Occupation fhould meet here, they would firll begin 
to feold, and at lalt to beat each oth^r. One w6uld 
chink they had miferies enough refulting from pe»^ 
nury and labour, not to encreafe rhent by ill nature 
among themfelves, and fubjeciion to new penalties, 
but fuch con fid erai ions never wei<ih \\]ih them. 
• But to recompence this Itrange abfurdity, they 
are in the main, generous, brave, and ei^iterprifing," 
They .feel the ilighteft jnjurii?s ^yith a- degree of' 
iingctvieltiod impatience, but refift rhe greiit^ cala- 
mities with furprifing fortitude. Thofe wiferiea 
under which any other people in the world would 
link, they have often Ihewcd they were capable of 
eiidoring ; if accidentally call upon f'ome defolate 
coaft, their perfeverance is beyond what feny ethrtr' 
nation is capable of fuftaining ; if imprtibned for 
cttmes^ their efibrts to efcapc are grtater than a* 
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mong others. The peculiar ftrength of iheir pri- 
fons, when compared to thofe ellewhere, argues 

their hardinefs ; even the llroji/;ell piifons I have 
ever feen in oiher counti ics would be very inlulhci- 
eac to confine ihe untameable ipirit of an Knglilii- 
'man. In fhort, what man dares do in circumitances - 
of danger, an Engliihinan will. His virtues i'eeni 
to fleep in the calm, and are called out only to com- 
bat the kindred liorm. 

* But the greatell eulogy of this people is the gene- 
roficy of their uuicreants : the tcndcrjufs in gcnc- 
ral of their robbers and highwaymen. Perhaps no 
people can produce inilances of the fame kind^ 
vhere the defperate mix pitj with injuilice ; ftill 
ihewing that they underftand a diftindtion in crimes^ 
and even in acfls of violence have ilill fbme tinc^ture 
of remaining virtue. In every other country rob- 
bery and murder go almoit always together i here 
it ,ieldoin happens^ except upon ill-judged refift- 
anc^ or purfuit. The bpJidicti of other countries 
d\e uniperciful to a fuprenie degree ; the highway-' 
man and robber here are^geAerous at leaft to the 
public, and pretend even to virtues in their inter- 
courfc among each other. Taking, therefore, my 
opinion of the Englifli from the \ irtues and ^ices 
pracf^ifed auj^ongll the vulgar, they at once prcient 
tO;a,ftrangeifali their faults, and keep their virtues 
^p only for the enquiring eye of a philofopher. 
* Foreigners arc general^ fhockcd i.t their infolence 
X^pon lirit conujjg among them ; they find them* 
fclves ri'liculed anil infuhed in every flicet; they 
meet with none of thole triiiiing civilities ib fre* 
quent elfewhere, which are iultances of mutual 
good will, without previous acquailitance ; they 
travel through the country, cither too ignorant or 
too obdinate to cultivate a cloicr acquaintance, 
ween every moment fomething to excite their difgufl, 
and return hoiuj to charac'^terife this as the region 
^£ ipleen, infoJbeace^ and ill-nature. Iii fiiort^ L^ig- 

Digitized by G(3 



C 3 ^ 



land weuld be the laft place In the^ world I would 
travel to by way of aniufen.cnt ; but the fi» il for 
inf?:ri?<ft5on. 1 would chufe to have others for my 
ac(]uainiaiice^ but £ngliilimcn ior my friends* 




L E T T E R XCI, 

• * 

To thi famt. ' . * - . • 

THE mind is evt.r ingeniowln mdcing its' own 
diftrefs. The wandering beggar, who has 
none to prote<ft, to feed, or to fhelter him, fancies 
complete happineis in labour and a full meal y take 
])im from rags and want, feed^ cloath and emplojr 
him^ his wiflies now rife one ftvp above hia ihition ;* 
he coold be happy were he polleflcd of faiment^' 
food, and eafc, Snppofe his wiflies gratified ^ven 
in tlicf'c, his profpecfts widen as he afcends ; he finds 
hinilelf in affluenee and tranquillity indeed, but in- 
dolence foon breeds anxiety, and he defires not only 
to be fr^ed from pain, but to be pofleiled of plea- 
fure : pleafure is granted him, and this bnt openi^ 
h]3 foul for ambition, and ambition will be (tire to 
taint his future happineis, either with jealoufy, dif- 
apj)ointment, or fatigue. 

But of all the arts of diftrefs found out by man 
for his own torment, perh'aps that of a pinlp/bphic 
inifery is moil: truly ridicnloos, a paflion no where 
carried to fb esiiTavagant. an excefs, as in the coun- 
try where I now refide. It is not enough to engage 
all the companion of a philofbpher hci e, tlu.t his 
own globe is haralled with wais, pcliilence or bar- 
barity, he fhall grieve for the iuhabitanis of the 
moon, if the fituation of her imaginary mountains' 
happens to alter ; and c^read the eztinAion of die 
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fun, if the fpots on liis lurface happen lo eucreafe: 
oneihould imagine that philofophy was iniroduced 
to make men haj^py^ but here it ferves tq nmke 
hundreds niiierable. »^ 

My Landlady, Ibme days ago, brought me the 
diary of a i)lnlol()])ber of this delpoiuiina fort, who 
had lodged ill the apartment befoie me. It con- 
tains the iiiftory of a life^ which ieeins to be one 
continued tifi'ue of for row, apprehenfion and 
diftrefi. A fingle week will ferve as a (pecinien of 
the whole. 

Monday, In what a tranfient, decaying fitnaiJoii 
are we placed, and what various reafons doeStphilo- 
ioph^ furnifti to make mankind unhappy. A lingle 
grain of multard ihall continue to produce its fimili* 
tude through, numberleis focceffions ; yet what has 
been granted to this little feed has been denied to 
our planetary fyftem ; the muftard-feed is ftill un- 
altered, but the fyftem is growing old, and mulfc 
quickly fall to decay. How terrible will it be, when 
the motions of all ^he planets have. at laft become lb 
irregular as to heed repairing, when the moon iliall 

' fHllinto frightful paroityfms of altemion^ when 
tbe earth) deviating from its ancient tra^, and 
with every other planet forgetting its circular rcvo* 
lutions, fliall become fo eccentric, that, unconfined 
by the laws of fyftem^ it fliall fly off into boundlefs 
Ipace^ to knock againft ibtpe dittant world, or fall 
in upon the fun^ either extiiiguiftiing faia light, or 
Burned .up by Itf flames in a m^menti^ Perhaps 

' tvhile I write, this dreadful change is btgim* 
Shield me from univerfal ruin ! Yet i^leot man 
laughs, fings and rejoices, in the very face of the 
fun, and feems no way touched wiih his iitu^tion. 

Tuefday. Went to bed in great diftrcfs, awaked . 
and was comforted, by confidering that this change 
"was to' happen at fonie indefinite time, and there-* 
fore, like death, the thoughts of it might eafily be 
borne. Biu; there is a revolution; a fi;i.^d deterniiu- 

C g3a . ' 



• 

cd revolution, ^'hich rouft certair.ly come to pafs ; 
yet wlikb, by good fortune, I flinil iic\cr lee], ex- 
cept in my putu i Ity. The oblic^ulry ot the t equator 
with liie ecliptic, is now twenty nuniUcs ]t'is than 
when it w as obi'ei vcd two choui.md years ago hy 
Pireas. If this be the cafe, in thouiand the 
obliquity will be ftiU lefs by an i^hole degree. This 
being i'uppofed, it is evident, that our earthy as Lou- 
"viJle has clearly proved, lias a inotion, by wliich 
the cliinaics mult iieceflariiy change j-ilncc, and, in / 
ilie l])acc of about one miihon of ycais, Lnglar.d 
ihail aiftually travel to the /\utari5iic 1 ihttd- 

der atchediange ! How fhall our unliappy grand- 
childreB endute the hideous climate ! A niillion of 
years, -will foon be accomj)]iflied ; they are but a 
moment u lien coir.parecl U) c :eriiity ; then fhall cur 
charming coniury, as I may j'ay, in a moment of 
time jcicinble tiie hideous vviiderncfs of JNova 
Zembla. 

Wedhefday. To-nijjht, by my calculation, th^ 
long cxpe(5ted comet 13 to make its iirft appearance, 

lieavejis, wliat terrors are impending over onr litilc 
<iim ijjcck of earlh ! Dreadriil vilitaiion ! /\re we to 
be icorchecl in its hrcs, or only jmother\l in the va- 
pour of its tail ? That is thequeitiou i Thoilghtlefs 
mortals go build houfes, plant orchards, plirchafe 
dilates, tor to-morrow you die. But what if the 
comet (liould not come ? That would be equally fa- 
tal. Comets a.e icrvants \\h:c:i periodically rctiii u 
to ftipply the fun with fuel. If our fun, therefore, 
iiiould be difappoiuted of the cxuected iupply, and 
all his fuel be in the mean time burnt out, Jie nuift 
expire like an exbaulled taper. What a ihiferable 
fituation muft our earth be in without his enliven- 
ing ray \ Have we not feen feveral ncighbonring 
funs entirely difappear ? Has iiot a ficj y liar, near 
the tail of the ram, lately been quite exiinguifhed / 
ThurJ^day* The comet h^ not ycf appeard ; I am 
forry for it 5 firft^ forry bccaufe my calculation is 
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falfe ; /c-cc;id/y^ forry left the fun Hiould ^vnlU fuel ; . 
thirdly y lony leit the wits Ihoukl laugh at our erro- 
neous predications ; foin thiy ^ foriy becaufe if it 
nppcars to-night^ it mult iieceilkrily come within the 
fphere of the earth^s attradl-ion-r and Heaven help 
the unhappy country on s-vhich it happens to fall. 

Friday, Our whole foclety have been our, all 
ea^^er in fearch of the comet. We have ieen not 
leis than fixreeu comets in diiierent pen is of tlic 
Heavens. However, we are unanimoufly refolved 
to fix upon one only to \x the comet expected . That 
near Virgo wants nothing but a tail tq fit it out 
completely for rerreftrial admiration. 

Saturday, . The iuoon is, I find, ar her old prnnks. 
Her appiilfes, librations. and oiher in cfiularities, 
indeed amaze me. My daughter too is this morn« 
Sng gone off with a grenadier. No way furpriling. 
I was never- able to give her a relifh for wifdom. 
She ever promifed to"' be a mere eicpletive in- the 
creation. But the moon, the moon rrives me real 
nneafincfs ; 1 fondly fancied 1 had iixcd her. I had 
thouant her conltant, and conllant onh^ tome ; hut 
every night difcovers her infidelity, and proves me 
a defolate and abandoned loven Adien. ' ' - 



LETTER XCII. 

.Toihffarne. . ' 

IT is furprifing w'hat an infiuence titles fliall have 
upon the mind, even though thefe titles be of our 
own making. Like children, we dreis up the pup* 
pets in finery, and then ftand in aftonifhment at the 
plartic v^onder. I h^vebeen told of a rmr^tatcfaer 
here^ who ftroUed for alon^iliue about the villagee 
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near town, without findmg any em])lovinciit ; at 
laft, however,- he thought proper to take "ihe liilc of 
his majelty's rat-catcher in oidinary, unci ihib luc- 
ceedecl beyoiul his expectations : \\ hen it was know u 
that he caught rats at court, all were ready to give 
him countenance and employment^. 

Bat of all the people, they who make books feeni 
nioft perfec^tly fenfible of the advantages of titular 
dignity. All feem convinced that a book written 
by vulgar hands can neither initrucft nor improve ; 
none but Kings, Chanis and Mandarines, can write 
with any probability of luccefs. if the tides iniorm 
me right, not only kings and courtiers^ but emperors 
tfacmielves in this country peraodisaliy fupply the 

A man here who ihould write, and honeflly con* 
fefs that he wrote lor bread, niight as well Tend his 
nianufcript to fire the baker's oven ; not one crea- 
ture will read him ; all mull be court-bred poets, or 
pretend at lead to be cmirt-bred, who can expeA to 
pleale. Should the caitiff fairly avow a defign of 
emptynig our podiets and filling bis own, every 
reader would initantly forlake him ; even thole 
who wrote tor bread thcmfclves, would combine to 
worry him, perfectly fcnfible, that his attempts only 
ferved to take the bread out of their mouths. 

And yet this lilly prepoHion the more amazes me, 
wh^n 1 conlider^ that almoft all the excellent pro- 
ductions in wit that have appesyredhere^ were pure- 
ly the offspring of neceflity ; their Drydens, Butlers, 
Otways and Farquhars, were all writers lor bread. 
Believe mc, my friend, hunger lias a nioft amazing 
faculty of fliar|)emng the genius $ and he who, 
with a full belly^ can thuik like a hero, after a 
courfe of fafting, ihall rife to the fublimity of a de- 
mt«god. 

But what will moft amaze is, that this very fet of 
men, who are nov^ fo nnich depreciated by fools, 

aie^ however^ the \ery bell wiicers theyliaYe anioji^ 
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tlierj at prefent. For my own parr, were I to buy 
an hat, I would not have it from a Hocking maker, 
but an hatter ; were 1 to buy flioes, 1 would not go 
to the taylor for that purpole. It is juit fo. with re- 
gard to M^it : did 1, for* ihy lifc^ defire to be w cll 
ferved^ 1 would apply only to thofe who made ic 
their trade, and Hvcd by it. Ytni finile at the 
oddity of my opinion ; but be afl'ured, my friend, 
that wit is in fome meafurc mechaiilcal ; and tlrat a 
man lon^ habituated to catch at even its relemblance, 
will at hill be hnppy .enough to poiiefs the fubilance r 
^ by a long habit 6t writing, he acquires a juftnefs off 
thinking, and a!ihafte^^ of tttivlher, which hbliday 
Writers, even with tcfft times his geniusy may vainfjr 
attempt to equal. 

• How then are they deceived, who expcdir from 
litle^ dignity; and e^cterior circumiiaiice, an excel- 
lence which h in ibme meaftiVet acquired, by habit|r 
atid fliarpehed by heeeffity ; ym havelMli, iike mtl 
irtany KteWry rcpniatiohfe prdmbted by the aiiflu- 
ence of fafliion, which 'have -icafce ftirvtved the 
poileflbr you have feen the pmor hardly earn thii 
little reputation they acquired, and their merit only 
acknowledged; when they were incajuble of enjoys 
hig'tfte'pfeaftl^^s of popularity ; fuch, iioweverjT^ 
the reputation worth poflefBng^ that which is hardly 
earned iai hardly loft. Adieu* ' 
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LET T E R XCIII. 

« » 
■ 

Fr07/t Ht/ig^o in AIoJcoiv^ to Lien Cht A^tangi in Loiidtiu 

T 1 7HERE will my difappoinrmcnt end ?' mufti 
*W« ftill be (loomed to accufe the fe verity of my 
fortune, and fhew my conflancy in dilhefs, rather' 
tfaoii moderation in j^blperity \ \ had af'kaft hope^' 
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of conveying my- charming companion fate from the 
reach of every enemy^ and of again reftoring,hei? 
to her native foil. But ib/ofe hopes are )iow ao 
jwore. 

Upon leaving Terki, we took the neareft road to 
the dominions of Ruilia. We paiied the Ural 
mountains covered in eternal fnow,. - and . travei ied 
the fore(U of Ufa, where the prowling bear and 
bricking hyaena* keep an undifpuiedpofieffion^ W.e i 
iiext embarked upon the rapid river fiolija; an/dl 
iiiade the belt of our way to the banks of the Wol^ 
ga, wliCie it waters the iVuitiul vallies of Cal'an. 
, There were two vefleb in company, properly 
e^'ysped and^armcd.in ord^r^o oppofe the Wplg^ 
pirateSy'wbo^ we were informed, infefted this river» 
Qf allmankind, thefe tyrants are the. rooft terrible. , 
'They are conipofed of the criminals and outlawed 
peafants of lluifia, who fly to the forcHs that lie 
along the banks of the Wolga {'ov pi otccftion. Here 
they join in parti^, Jead a lavage iiie, and have no 

J* ther fubiiltcnce Jtait plunder. Beipg. deprived o£ 
ouCes^ friends/ or affixed haWtgup», j^y becoma 
inore terrible even than t^ ty ger, ? and • ai»< infenfible 
to all the feelings of humanity. They neither give 
quarter to ihofe they conquer, nor receive it when 
overpowered theuifehes. The levciiiy of the laws 
againll,them, ferve to^inpeale ihcir barbarity, and 
feem to make them a neutral IpecieS of beings, be- 
tween the wildnefs of the lion and the fubtility of 
the man. When tstken. ttaSrymAOmm it 

hideous. A floating gibbet is erc<5led, which is let 
run down with the Itreara ; here upon an iron hook 
ftuck under their ribs, and upon which the whole 
weight of their body dep^ds, they are left to ex- 
pire in the mott terrible agonies ; fome being thus 
£jMnd tO'linger feveral days fpcceijiipely. 
' We 'were but three da} s voyage from the conflu- 
ence of this river into the Wolp;a, when we perceiv- 
jtd at a diiUiice behiud u& an aimed barque coming. 
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Up with the alTiftance of fails nnd oars^ m order to 
attiack vs. The dreadful iignal oi cientli was hung 
tipon the inaft^ and our captain with his glafs could 
eafily difceni them to be pirates. It is impoflible to 
exprefi onr confternation on this occafion ; the 
whole crew initantly came together, to confult the • 
propereit means of fafcty. It was, therefore, fooii 
determined to fend oft our women and valuable 
commodities in one of our veilels, and that the igen 
ihould Itay in the other, and boldly oppoie the ene- 
my. This refolution was loon put into CKecution^ 
and I now reliwSantly parted from the beantifa! 
Zelis, for the firll: lime fince our retreat from Perfia, 
The veilcl in wliich fhe was, dilappeared to my 
longing eyes, in proportion as thai of the pirates 
approached us. They fopn c^me up ; but upon 
examining onr ftrength, and perhaps ieniible of the 
manner in which we bad fent ofFonr moft valuable 
cffecfts, they feemed more eager to purfue the veflbl 
we had fent away, than attack us. In this manner 
they continued to harrafs us for three days ; itill 
endeavourhig to pafs us without fighting. Buc^ on 
the fourth day, finding it entirely inipoffible, and 
defpairing to feize the expedled booty, they defift* 
ed from their endeavours, and left us to purfue our 
voyage without interruption. 

Our joy on this occalion was great ; but foon a 
difapponitment more terrible, becauie unexpected,' 
focceeded. The barque in which our v^omen and 
freafure were fent off was wrecked upon the banks 
of the Wolga, for want of a proper number 6f hands 
to nianage her, and the whole crew carried by the. 
peafanrs up th© country. Of this, liowever, we 
were not fenfible till our arrival at Mofcow ; where, 
expedling to meet our feparated barque, we were 
informed of its misfortune, and opr lofs. Meed 1 
paint the fituatiou, of my mind' on this occaiipn 
need ! defcribe all f feel*, when 1 defpair of behold- 
ing the beautiful Zolis more ! Fancy had dreilcd 



• 

Digitized by Gc; 



the fiitorc profpecSs of my lifejn the gayeft colour^. 

ing V but one unexpec^cJ iuoke orfoi tuiic has robr 
bed it of every cha in/ Her dear j;?f a n»jxes wiil^ 
cyery Icene of pleailn e, :uui Aviiiiout herpreleiice 
to enliven it, the rwhole becomes tedious, inlipicT^ 
, inluppartable. 1 will conilf:*, now that Ihe is loft, 
1 will confefs I loved hci nor is it in the power of 
time or of rtcdbn^ lo uafe her image iiuiu my 
heart, .Adieu. 
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■. • " " L E T T E r' TXCIV. ' 

• • • # 

From Lien Chi Altangt^ to Hvjgp.o^ at JX^oJco'wJ* 

YOUR misfortunes are mine. But as every peri- 
od .of life is marked with its own> you muft 
learn to enctare theniV Difnppointed love makes the 
iinfery of youth ; difappuiuied iinibifion that of 
manhood ; and fuccefslcls avarice tliat of age, 
Thefe three attack us tUrongh life ; and it is our 
duty to ftand upon our guard. To love^ we ought 
to oppofe diffipntion, and endeavour to charge the 
obje<^ of the affections ; to ambition^ the happineia 
of indolence and obfcnrity ; and to avarice the fear 
of ibon dying. Thefe are the fliields wiih which 
we fhould arm ourfelves ; and thus make every i'ceuc 
of life, if not pleafing, at leaft fupportable. , 
Men cbmpl ai of not finding a place of repoffs* 
They are in the wrong ; they have it for ieekingV 
What they indeed fliould complain of is, that the 
heart is an enemy to that very repofe they feek. To 

* This letter is a rhapfociy from ihe 7naxhj2S cj.thc 
phtlof^pher Me. Vide Lett. aurUufes €i cdjfiaulfs* 
Vide etiam DuHaldej^ vol. ii. /. 98. . ^ 
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themfelves alone (liouW they impute their difcontenf . 
They feek within the fliort fpan of life to fatisfy a 
thoniaad deiires; ea'cb of vhich^ alone iatuniatiabie. 
One montli pafles md ammber cokncs on ; the year 
ends and then begins ; but man isftitl unchanging 
in folly, ftill blindly continuing in prejudire. T<t 
the Nvife man every climnte aiul every foil is plcal^ 
injT ; t ) him a parterre of flowers is the famous val- 
ley of gold ; to him a little brook, ine fountahi of 
soung peach'trets }\ to fuch a man, the melody of 
bbds is' more raviibing than the haniiony of a fnll 
poncerr and ttwi tin Ante of the • cloud ]Nrefrrable 
to thetinftnre of the fineft penciL • -« .: a 

• The life of man is a journey, a jonrney that 
muft he travelled, however bad the roads or the; 
accommodation. If, in the be<Tinning, it is found 
dangerous, narrow, and difficult, it niu(t either 
grow better in the end, or we (ball, by cnftom^ learn 
to bear its inequality, t i *! */ '• / 

Bnt though I (ee yon incapable of penetrating 
mto jirrand principles,, attend at leaft rb 'a'ftohile a<» 
dapted to every apprehenfion. I am mounted upon 
a wretched afs. I fee another man before me upon 
a fprightly horfc, at which I find fome tineafinefs. 
I look behind me, and (ee nwnbers on foot {looping 
vnder h^avy burdens ;.'let me learn to pity their' 
eftate, and thaidi Heaven for nty o wn. . • ' ' 

Shtngfo, when undertmisArtimes, wonld in tke 
beginning weep like ti thild ; bnt he ibon reeo^per- 
etl his former tranquillity. After indulging grief 
for a few days, he would become, as ufual, the molt 
merry old man in all the province of Shanfi. About 
the time that his wife died, bis pofleffions wecetall 
confbmed by fire, and his only (bn~fi>ld into capdr* 
Tity ; Shingfii grievedriiir one d^y V asid due nexe* 
went to dance at a matiditrine^s door fiir Ms dinner. 
The company were furpriied te fee the old man fo 

\. This faSage the. editor does not uaderfiand, < 
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meiTy trhen rdlttrii>g fiieh great lofles ; and the 
nrafidarifie bimfelf coming out, nlkecl him how he, 
who had grieved lb much, and given way 10 his 
calamity the day before, could now be lb chearfut ? 

You alk me one queiiiQU^ cities the old mantlet 
anc anfwer by alkingtjmoiheF : Which is the moft 
durable, a hard thing- or a bSt thing ; that which 
refifts, or that .^rhich JoakeB no rcfiilanoe i" An 
hard thing to be fore, replied the tnandarine. 

There you are \\voi)<y, returned ShingCu. I am 
now four fcore years oUI ; and if yon look in my 
mouth, you will find that J have k)it aU iny teeth^ 
but not a bit of n\j toi>guei !' Adieu. 

i ■ ■ ."I'll' 111 ■ I -i^ 

:! . ; * • • •. I 

' . . . . ) ^ . • - . , ... 

•LETTER XCV, . • 

frc7/2 Lhu Ch$ jiUangi, Fum^HoaT/ty firfl prefiJent 
' 'iff ti§^ Otrtm^TMi Awditwi}'' gt Pfkin in CiifiM* 

• • • • 

THE eianner of grieving for our ideparted 'friends- 
in China is very different from that of Europe,' 
The mourning coltmr of Europe is black, that of 
China wiiite.. When a parent or relation dies Jiere, 
for thcEyif^idam moara for irieiids, it is only ciap* 
ping osi* a iilit of iables^ grhimcing it for ^ wm: 
days^ and aU> ib«ai' fbrpottc^n, goes on as before ^ 
not a fingle creature nulQng the deceafisd^ except, 
perhaps a favourite houfc-kceper, or a favocdrirc cat. 

On the contrary, with us in China it is a very le- * 
rious affair. The piety with which I have feen you 
behave on one of thefeoccafioaaibould never be for- 
gotten/ la emembep it wa^ upon the death «of thy/ 
grandiHBiother'b mudetirfifter/ Tte xeffin was cx-« - 
pofed in the principal hall in public view. Before 
t were placed the ^gnrea'of eimuchs^ horlea^ xof* 
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. tbifes^ and other animals, in atiitnclcs of grief and 
refpedl. The more ciillant rclaiions oi'tlic old Uuly, 
anil I among the nuinbL^r, came to ])ay our comj>li- 
mentsof condolence^ and to iaiute the deceaicd alter 
the maimer of our country* . We ha4 fcarce pre« 
fenced our wax candles and perfumes^ and given 
the hoYfl of departure^ wlien^ crawling on his belly 
fr4>iii iindet a curtain, out came the reverend Fum 
Hoam himfelf^ in all the difmal folemniiy of dif- 
trefs. Your looks were fet f or forrow ; your cloath^ 
ing confi;tcd in an hcmjien bng tied rouiul the neck 
\vith a llring. For two Jong months did tliis mourn- 
ing.coutinue. JSy night you lay ftretched on a fiugle 
xnfM^ and fai; on Ihe ftool ofdifcoutent by day. Pi. 
ws maUi who could thus ftt an example of fonw 
and decorum to our country. Pious country, where, 
if V^re do not grieve at the departure of our friends 
for their fakes, at leaft ue are taught to regret 
them for our own. 

AW is very difFer.ciU here* aKiazemcutall 1 What 
fort of people am I got apioiigft i Kum, thou fou of 
Fo, what ibrt of ]ieopIe am 1 got amongrt ! no 
crawling round the colfan ; no dreffing up in hemp- 
cn bags ; no lying on mats, nor fitting on llools. 
Gentlemen here ihall put on fnll mourning wiih as 
fprightly an air, as if preparing for a birth ni^ht ; 
and widows fliall adaia41y 4r€f5for another hulocn.d 
in their weeds for the former. The belt jeit of all 
h, thaf our merry mourners clap bits of muflin ou 
Jb^ir fleevies, and thefe are called weepers. Weep- 
ing mufliu i alaS) alas, very forrowful truly ! i jicic- 
weepers then, it leems, are to bear liie whole bur- 
then of the ciilurfc. 

But I have had the (Iron ,eft inftance of this con- 
trad:, this tra^ri-comical behaviour in diltrcfs, upon 
a recent occalion. TJieir king, who(c departure, 
though fuddeiv was not unexpedied, died after a 
reign of many years. His age, and unccrtnia 
natf of healthy ferved in Ibmc mcafurc to diaiiniih 

Hit 
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Hie (1)rrow of Ills fi^hjects ; and then* cxpcdations 
ii'om h'ls fticcellor leemed to balance their minds 
between iiheafinels and latisfatiioni Boc hoAv ought 
they to have behaved on fuch an occafion i Sorely 
they ought rather to hav^ endeavoured to testify 
their gratitude to their deceafed friend, than to pro* 
c)aini their hopes of the future. Sore even the fuc- 
cdibr mull fuppofe their love to wear the lace of 
adulation, which fo quickly ilrangeil the objet^t. 
Ifuwever, the very fame day on whicli ihe old 
king died,' they made rejoicing for the new. 

For my ]>arr, 1 have no conception of this neW 
manner of mourning and rejoicing in a breath % of 
being merry and fad i of miscins a funeral proMf^ 
fion with a jig and bonfire. At leaft, it would have 
been jiili:, that they who flattered the king while 
living foH virtues Vv hich he had not, ihould lament 
him dead for thofe he really had. 

In this univerfal caufe for national diftreis, a9*I 
had no intereft myfelf, fo, it is but natural to Aip- 
pofe, I felfno real afBidtion. Jh all the lofies of 
our friends, fays an European philofbpher, welirft 
oonfider how much our own welfare is afFe<fi:ed by 
their denuture, and moderate our real grief jult 
in the fame proportion. Now, as 1 had neither re- 
ceived nor expected to receive favours from kin^ 
oV their flatterers ; as I had no acquaintance m 
particular with their late monaixh ; as I knew 
that the place of a king was foon fupplied ; and, as 
the Cliiiiefe proverb has it, that though the world 
may lomerinics want coblers to mend their flioes, 
there is no danger of its wanting emperors to rule 
their kingdoms ; from fuch conliderations, I could 
bear the lols of a king with the moft philofophic 
religtiarion. However, i thought it my duty at 
Icalt to appear forrowful : to put on a melancholy 
afpecfl, or to fet my face by thkt of the people. 

The firft company I came amongft, after the news 
became general, was a fet of jjlly companions, who 
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vcrc (1 1 inking pvorperliy to the eiifuing rcigii. I 
entered the room with looks of defpair, and even 
expelled applaufc for the luperlativc milci y oi my 
'Countenance. Inilead of ihat^ 1 was univerfally 
condemned by the company for a grimacing fon of 
a vrhare, and deiired to take away my penitential 
phiz to I'onie other quarter. 1 now corrccfled my 
former miitalce^ and, wiih the nM>ft fprif hily i.iv 
imnoinable, entered a company where ilicy were 
talking'over the ceremonies of the npproachiiig 
ftineralv Here i fat for Ibme time whh an air of 
fjert ti^clcy \ kvUen one of the chief mourners, 
IMfReHihtiel^ obftrving niy good hmnonr, defired 
irtte,^ ?f I pl^Mfed, to go and grin fofne<^*here elfe 5 
thev wanted no lilfatrectecl fcoiiiidrels there. Leav- 
in 17, tiris company, therefore, I was rcTolved to ailume 
a look perfec^tly neutral, and have ever fince been 
rtiidyingtlM? falliionableair : fomething between jeit 
aA* • eameft complete virginity of face, nncon- 
famlhdtett' with- the ftnalleft fymptom of meaning.' 
••^Bot thnngli gnef'beH very flight rffair'here,' the' 
mourning, my Iriend, is a very important concern.* 
When an emperor dies in Cliina, the whole expence 
of the lolemnities is defrayed from ihe ro) al cclFcrs. 
When the great die here. Mandarines are ready 
enough to order Mosrnitig ; but I do not fee that 
Iffey ^are'fo- i^ady; i6 piiy ftr it. -If' they fend me 
dblfWi »cJi>ufFt *tfhfc' grey tmdreO frock, of the 
blaefc crtiit without pocfcfet- holes,.! aiii willing enough 
to comply Nvirh their commands, and wear boih 
bl*t, by the head of ConfuciVis ! to be obliged to wear 
black, and buy it into the bargain, is more than my 
ttanquilUty of temper can beai*; What, order me to 
we^mournifigbefoi-e they know whether I can buy 
it,bp%i^4 mv^, t\itmSlbn '0f9b^ vlitttibirt df a people 
a*»>i got ttnifebgft V Wheise beli1go«rtJiW* Wtfck is a cer^ 

t^iin fymptom of poverty ; \vhere thofe w ho have mi- 
fef^ ble faces cannot have moui nirjg, and thofe \v]u> 
can iiavQ mourning will not wear a mifcrable face 1 
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LETTER PwCyi. : 
From tie fame. 

IT is ufual for the book-(ellei-8 liere^ \vli«n a book 
has given iiniverfal plcaCui e upon one luhjet^, to 
bring out feveral more uj)on the llnne ])lan j which 
nre fure to have purciiaicrs and readers, from lhac 
deiire which all men have to view a pl^aiing obje((t( 
on every iide. The firit performance Prrveis ra^iier 
to awake than iatisfy attention i and when th^ii 
once moved) the flightelt effort fer ves to coiithnie Um 
progreflion ; the merit of the firft diflfufes a ]jgh^ 
infficicnt to illuminate llie fucceeding ctlorts ; 
2\o other objecl; can be rcliflied till that is exhauited, 
A ilupid work coming thus immediately in the train 
€>f an applauded performance, weans the mind fcpn^ 
tlie ohjedi of its pleafnre ; and refipmbles the fpongp 
xliruft into.jthe month of a di(charged.cidycfiU|,im 
order to adapt it for a new explofion . 

This manner, however, of drawing off a fubjec^t, 
or a peculiar mode of writing, to the ciregs, eflcCtu*- 
ally precludes a revival of that fubjec^t or manner, 
for fome time for the futme ^ tj^ faci^ res^der turns 
from it with a kind of lU^rai'y naufea 4 sincL thoughr - 
the titles pf bopl^s are t^i^ part of iVtm a»^ik >7e^» 
yet he. has fcarce perteyers^ce. enough (a .wade 
through the title page. ^ 

Of this number 1 own myfelf one : I am now 
grown callous to feveral fubjeCts, and different kinds 
of compoiiiion : whether fuch oi:^iiia]ly pleafed, I 
%vill not take upon me tq determine ; Vuc atp^efent 
I fpuoia new boo]^ merely .iqHiQ. f^^fiug it^^aine 
. in an a4vf5nilraieu« : npr. b^ye |;^e fnif^lMl «uriq(»* 
ty to k>o)^ beyond the iirft leaf^ even though in th^ 
iecond the author gvpijyui'^s his own A^e liC^tly cn^ 
graven yu C9ppqr. , . . :: . j c. : 's. . i • 
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I am become a perfect epicure la rezdiv.g ; ]>]aki 
.be^f or (bJid iiuilton will never do. 1 am lor a Chi* 
^leTe.diili of bear's claws and bird's neiis. 1 am for 
ianc^fti oiigvritb afla^foetida, or faming ivith garlic^ 
For this reafbn^ there are an hundred vei} wife^ 
learned, vjrcuoiis> well intended productions iliac 
have ]io charnis for mc. 1 hus, j'or ihe foul of n»e, 
1 could never liud com l-oc nor grace enough to wade 
above two pages deep into I honghts upon God and 
i>iature,or fhougbis upon i^rcvidence, or Thoughts 
vpoi] Free Grace, or indeed into Thoughts upon any 
thing ^at alK 1 can no longer meditate with Medita- 
dopi^ ^or,.^ very-day in ihe Year ; Eflays upon divers 
/bbjedts cannoc allure me, though never fo iniereft- 
iug ; and as for Funeral Sermons, or even ThankA 
giving Sermons, I can neither \veep with the one^i 
^r rejoice with the other. 

But it is chiefly in gentle poetry, w here 1 feldom 
look f^itber than the title* The truth is, I take up 
fipoks to be. told f^nethiog. new 9 but here, as i% is 
now managed, the reader is told nothrng^ })e 
opens the book, and there finds very good >^ oi (ls, 
truly, and much exacinefs of rhjnie, but no inform- 
ation. A parcel of gaudy images pafs on before 
lib imagination, like ihe figures in a dream; but 
curioficy, induiflion, reafon^ an^ the who)e train o£^ 
afti^ions ^rq f^it aileep. The jocunda it idphna vita ; 
tltofe falliea which mend.Uie heart while they amuft' 
the failcy, are quite forgotten : fb that n reader, M»ho 
would lake up fome modern, applauded perform- 
ances of this kind, mud, iii order to be plealed, 
leavQ.^ good icnfe beliind him, take for his 
r^COippepc^ andf^^gpicle bloated and compound epi- 
and dwell i^n pain^ipg?, juft indeed, becaufe 
I^jbirarer^ wi^'^nit^ 

r - if we examine, however, our internal feiifatioils, 

we fliall find ourfelves but little plcaftd with fuch la- 
boured vanities ; wefhall find that our applaufe rc- 
-/firpc^e^s. ifmx\^^ l^ind of co^t^ac^. cai^it ujp 
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from otlierSi and which we'coiitribiite to^dHTufi?, 
thnn'from what we privfitcly feeV. Thei-e are fdnife 

fuhj'jc^ts, of which a!iiio(l cil! tlie woilcl perceive rlie 
futility, yei all coiiihine in iinpolii^.^ e.ich other 

as worthy of praifc. But clficHy this iir.pofition ob- 
tains in literature, where men publicly contemn 
what they r ell ih with rapture in private, and ap* 
prove abroad what has given dilgnft at home. The 
truth is, we deliver thofe criticifms ih pnblic; whicli 
are fuppofcd to^ be beft calciilated* not to do joftfee 
to the author, bat to imprcfs others wiih an opinioii 
of our fiiperior difcemment. ' • ^ 

* ^BaC let Avorks of this kiiid, which have already 
toxnie off wirh fuch applmife, eiijoy it all. It is^ nei- 
ther riiy wiili to diininiOi, as I was licver cohfiderii- 
ble enough to add to their fame. But for the ftitiffe 
I fear there are many poems, off which 1 ihaH find 
fpirits to read but the title; In the firft place, 
odes upon winter, or lumnicr, or autmnn ; in fliort, 
all odes,ep()dcs and moiioclies whatfoever, fhall herei- 
af;er be deemed too polite, rlaflicai, obfcnre, and 
reSned to be read, and. ehtirely above' buyian com- 
prehenlibn; PaUorils at'e jirctty enciTgli— for thoflJ 
that like them -^bot to ine, ThyrQsisoneof tbettioft^ 
infipid fellows l"iv^r c6nver<ed with ; and as for 
Cor} don, I do nOt chufe his company. Elegies and 
cpilUes are ^ery fine to thofe to whom they are nd-' 
drelled ; ar.d as for epic poetns, I am j^trr cr nit j* able 
to difcover the whole plan hi neading^he* tv<''Q firfl:^ 
pao^es. " ■ ' " t t •) • .J uliiv ff 

' .^ragedres;- howcvfer, as noW'ftiade^-iSfif 
good; inttniAive, incfr^T ffcrrtoni^' cnoti^^i aYid*'it^ 
•would be a^fanlt riot to be plcafectwith-good things^/ 

There I learn fever al great trnths ; as, that it is; 
impojlible to fee into the ways' of futnriry ; thit^ 
p'anifliment always attends the villain ; thdt love is 
the fond fuoiher of the human brWllj^ 'that we' 
ifiould trot refill Heaven'^ will, f<5r' in' rcfiftittg* 
HcaveftfrtvHl^Hcarcn WiU4srefifWa i^^^nVh^eriS ' 
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otTier fcntinienrs foiially new, delicntr nnd ilr5k!n<t. 
Kvery new traoedy. therefore, 1 {hall go to Tee ; for 
refietiions ot liiis nature make a tolerable h?.rmony> 
when mixfd up with a proj-ter quantity ot drum, 
trutiiper^ thunder, lightening, or the fcene fhifter's 
whiilie» /^dieti, • - 
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LETTER XCWlh 

_ t ♦ • • » 

' % • • • 

• • Frmthe faiHi, 

% • . 

I HAD fome inrenlions lately of going to vifit Bed* 
lam, the place where thole who go mad are con- 
fined. 1 went to wait upon the man in black to be 
my conductor, but I found him prejiaring to go to 
WeftminlVer hall^ where the Englifh hold tiieir 
courts of iuftice. It gave me (ome lorpriase co iiiici 
my friend engaged in a law Aiit, bat more ib when 
he informed nie, that ic had been depending for 
feveral years. ! . 

How is it pofTihle," cried I, for a man who 
knows the world to go to law ? I am well acquaint- 
ed with the courtsofjudice in China, they rciemble 
rat-traps, every one of them, norhing more eafy tw 

Set in, but to get out again is attended' with fom^ 
ifKculty, and more cunning than rats are gaieralljr 
found to pefleft !'* 

Faith^ replied my friend, I fliould not have gone 
to law, hut that I was a (lured of (ucccfs before I 
began ; thinf^>? were prelented to me in fo alluring 
alight, that { thought by barely declaririg myfelf a 
candidiite for the prize, 1 had nothing more lo-^ki' 
but to enjoy the fruits of the victory. Thus haie I 
been upon the eve of an imaginary triumph'e^ij* 
term thele ten yeai's, have travelled ibrward withc 
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vi<aof y c*«r in my .^iew, but ever out of reaclf % 
however, at prefent, 1 fancy we have hampered our 

antagoniil in inch a manner, that withont fome nn- 
forelecn demur, we Hiall xliis very day lay hiiu 
fairly on his back. 

if things be fo lituated^'* faid I, yi don't care if 
I attend you to the courts, and partake in the plea« 
fure of your, focceft.'* But prithee/' continued 

«8 we A( forward, what r«»4bns have you to 
think an affair at 1 all: concluded, which gave you Co 
many foi incr (lilappointmcnis r" My lawyertella 
nie, returned lie, thai 1 ijave SalkelJ and Ventris 
Itrong in my favour, and that there are no lefs than 
fifteen cales in point. underftand," faid I, 

tbofe are two of your judges who have already de« 
clared their opiniotift." Pardon m0, replied tnj 
frieacl, Salbeld arid Ventris are lawyers, wbo^ fomt 
hfiudred years ago, gave their opinion on cafea 
liniilai to mine j thofe opinions which make for me, 
my lawyer is to cite, and thole opinions which look 
another way, are cited by the lawyer employed by 
toy antagaiihiit: ; as I obferved^ 1 have SalkeM and 
Vontria fwmt, heiias. Coke and Hales foiiiiifn^ ^h4 
he that has iboft opinions is moft likely to carry bis 

CftHfe.. ' * 

. " But where is the neceflity," cried I, of pro- 
longing a fuit by citing the opinions and reports of 
others, lincc the fame good ienfc whieh dererinined 
lawyers in former ages, may ferve to guide your 
judges at this day. They at that time gave their* 
opinions only from the light of realbn^ your judges 
liavetlie fttne light at prefentto direA them^ let 
me even add a greater, as in former ages there were 
many pi ejudices from wliich tlie prel'cnt is happily 
free, ifarguing from authorirics be cxj^loiled iVoni 
every other branch of le M nin«>, why Ihonld it be 
parxiculariy adhered to in ihis i i plainly Torelee, 
teW'fuch a.metbed of inveitigation niuft embarrafa 
every fuit,. and evieo. perplex the ftudeot cercuio* 
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Bieswillbe multiplied, formalincfs iiiufl: encreafej 
and more time iivill thus be fpent in leainiiig the 
arts of litigation, than in the difcttvery <vf right.** ' • 

I fee, cries my friend, ilKit you are for sf fpeccly 
adminillration of judice, but all the world will 
grant, tlrat the more lime that is taken up in con- 
lideringany fubjeift, the better it will be iinderllood, 
fieiides, it is the boait of an Englifliman that his 
property is iecure, and all the world will grant, 
that a deliberate admfnsftration of juftice'isthe beft 
way to ftcnre his property. Why have htq fo many 
lawyers, but to fecure our property ? why fb many 
formalities, but to fecnre our property ? Not lefs 
than one hnndred thouland familieslive in opulence, 
elegauce^aiid eafe, merely by fecuring our property. 

To embarrafsjulHce, returned !, by a multiplicity 
of law^ or to hazard it by a confidence in ourjudges^' 
are, I graut^ the oppofice rocks on which legiilaiive 
wifdom has ever iplit ; in one cafe, the client re^ 
icmbles that emperor who is faid to have been Aif- 
focated with the bed-cloaths, which wei e only de« 
ligned to keep him warm ; in the other, to that 
town which let the enemy take poileflion of its wall^;, 
ii»^4er to (hew <tM ¥Forld how Httk^thcgr depend ed 
upon aught but courage for fafety :<p-*But blefi me, 
what numbers do I fee bere—all in. black — how is 
it poffible that half this multitude find employment ? 
Nothin<r fo e.alily conceived, returned my compan- 
ion, they live by watching eachother. Forinflance, 
the catchpole watches the man in debt, the attoi^ 
Bcy watohes the eatchpole, the counfellor watches 
the attorney^ the Solicitor the counfellor^ and* aU 
find fiifiTdent employment: 1 ocmceive you, inter' 
rupted I, they watch each other, but it is the client 
that pays them all for watching ; it pots nic in mini) 
of a Chineie fable, which is euiitlcd^ Five anivtals 4i$ 
a meal, . 

* A gtafhoppc^ fiHed with ^lew was tncnrily £nging 
nnidcv:a.|lHatei'aiMuBiga0) tlm #at| gralb^ppera 



jkad marked it for its prey, and was juft fl retching 
forth to devour it ; a rer)>ent that had for a long 
time fed only on whangnins, was coiled up to fafteii 
on the wbangajn i a yellow bkd was jnlV upon the 
tving to dart upon the ferpcnt ; a hawk had jiift 
Itoopecl frpm above to feize tBe yellow bird ; all 
yiFcre intent on their prey, and unmindful of their 
danger : fo the whangam eat the grafliopper, the 
ferpent eat the whangam, the yellow bird the fer- 
pent, and rhe hawk the yellow bird ; when, foufing 
iVom: on .high, a vulluri; gobbled, up the iiawk, 
gr^fiippper, whangam, and all in a moment. 
^ J had fcaroe Am&ied my fablc^ when the lawyer 
icame to inform my friend^ that his caulb was put 
pfF till another term, that money was wanting to 
retain, and that all the world was of opinion, that 
^he very next hearing would bring him off vicftori- 
pus. If To, I hen, cries my friend, I believe it will 
be. niy wileCt vi'ay to continue the caufe for another 
tern% ; and in the mean time« my fnend here and. I 
wjU -gfk and be bedlan?. . Adteu. 



* , LETTER XCViil. . ' 




from the frmti 



I LATELY received a viflt from the little bean; 
who I found has aflbmed a new flow of fp:rits 
with a new fuit of cloaths. Our difcourfe happen- 
ed to tiu n upon the different treatment of the fair 
fi^x hene^nd in Afia, with the influence of beauty in 
reg^ijipgaiir maiuders^ and. improving our cofiver- 

I foon perceived lie was ftrongly prejudiced in 
votlr the Afiatjc method of treating the fex, and 
i^^t. i^jN^g^ ipipijifible to per fuadebim^ but ihat a luau 
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was happier who hatl four wives nt bis ccmmancl, 
than he who has only one. It is true," ciies he, 
*' yoirr tatii of fafliioM^iilhe Eaft are flaves, aiul lui- 
der fame f€iToi*s of ■havihytheh' throittar fqueeascd by 
^ bow-ftriDg ; but what *t&en/tl>ey can find ain|>Ie 
confblation in a leraglio ;^ they make indeed an iii- 
different frgnre in converfation abroad, but then they 
have a feraglio to confole them at home. 1 am told 
they have no bails, drums nor operas, but then they , 
have got d feraglio'; tliey m^y be deprived of w ine 
«ind 1^ rench cocSiiei^V bat then they have a feraglio ;^ 
ttfebrglio ! a feraglio, my dear ereatnre^ Mdpes oft' 
•^eiy inconv<*nience in the World. - » - 

** Befides, 1 am told, your Afiatic beauties are tho 
moft convenient women alive ; for they have no 
fouls ; ppfitiveiy there is nothing in nature 1 fliould 
like lb much. as ladies without fouls i Vou], here, is 
/the utter niin of h^f the fex, A girl of eighteen 
-ftall have fbnl enough to Ipend an handled pounds 
in rUo turning of si trump: Her mother fhall have 
^ul enough to ride a fweep ftake n)atch at a horfe- 
race ; 'her maiden aunt fliall have foul enough to 
purcbafe the furniture of a whole toy-lhop, and 
others fhall have foul enough to behave as if they 
"had lib fouls at srll." 

With refpecfl to the (bul^ interrupted I, the Afiatica 
-are ttinch Mnder t6 the fair fejt than you imagine i. 
inflead of one foul, Fohi, the idol of China, gives 
'e^ery woman three, the Bramiils give them fifteen ; 
. and even Mahomet himfelf no where excludes the 
- fex from Paradife. ; Abulfeda reports^ that an old 
^Muian one day importuning him to know what ihe 
-OQglit toi^to gain Paradife i My good lady/* 
aniwered the prophet, old women never get 
there what, never get to Paradife ? returned the 
matron in a fury ! Never, fays he, for they al-. 
Ways grow young by the way.'* 

No, Sir, continued I, the men of Alia behave with 
9iore deference to the fex than you leem to imagme^ 

I i 
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As you of Europe fay grace upon fitting down to 
idiuner, ib it is the cull^jm i|i Chijia to fay grace \\he\\ 
a goes 19 M .to hia/wife. Aa^ xu^y i die," 
retorned my compapion^ Uv^t fi/very j>retty ^:er^ 
OTony ; for, ferioully^ S\r, l ffii|K>.rcBfon why a nia^ 
Ihould not be as grateful iw on^ fuuation as \p thf 
other. Upon honor, I always find ni^felf niucbmodf^ 
dilpafed to gratitude on the couch of a fine vvo^ja*^, 
than upon iiitiiig doyvu to a firloin of beef," 
. Another ceremony, faid,ijr vfu^piiig the conv^iTa- 

being allowed, after tnanriagei. fecR ce days 9f 
Ireedom. During this iuteifval,. ^ fljo^^m ^^W- 
\agancesare praciifed by either fcx- 1 TJ?? J?dy 13 - 
phiced upon the nuptial bed,andnumberlersmpnl>ey 
uicks ^re played round to divert her. One gen- 
tleman fmelis her perfumed, Uap^l^e^*^^^'^^^' aiiother 
attempts to mill? her gart^iy,.a tiUird pv»Us off he^^ 
iboe to play bout the flipper, ^notl?er :pretem^ \p ^ 
an ideot, and endeavour^to raife a. |awgl\ fe^ gWW* 
cing J in ihe mean lime the glafs goes bril^ly a^o^^ 
lili ladies, gentlemen, wife, huibajid, ^»>d all,, arg 
aukedtog^iJi>er4n;<Vie. inundation of arrack punch. 
, &rikf .me dumb, .de^f, and blmd, cr^ed my 
companion, but very pretty ; thei:f> lome. ienlc m 
your Chinefe la4ies conflefpe«aoM ; aiiiong us, 
vou fnall fcarce find one of t4^e ^liQle . feJC. A^^ll 
hold her good humour for xUv^e days tpgi^Miqr^, W 
later than yeitcrday I l^apppned 10 fty fppi^ cvv^l 
tWngs to a citizen's \v ife of my acquaintai.ce,. not 
bey:?»uf§J ioyed her, AiM.tW^^ufe * ^^^^^ !^>' ' 

wh^ do yop tlMi)H. J^P^ th9.tfi¥i«?*cv?^ f ^^^Y A 

Only that flie deteM^my .pi^;-twV-w^g,^Avg^^l^^M€ft 

Ihoei, and falloW'COmpla<ftjipJ|.^f. :.. I . - 'un 

' That is all, nothing mprel,y4f^,by W «eW 

though (he vyas more ugly than an nwpamte^ir^- 
* trefi, 1 found her more inJSp^Pi. ibaij % lb.^r9)?fi« 
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' K<*'^/as prcceeiiinn; m \h\s \vili] manner, vncn 
lus invcciive was initrn!] tecl by ilie man in black, 
tfrho.'ciitered' the apartntcnr, introcluciiig kis niece, 
a yo\ftig Indy of rtcqdMirc beauty. Her very a] pear- 
fince waft' fo^ieni to filcHce tlic fever^ft Atyrilt of 
the fine ; eiafy ^ithent pride, Ami free without im- 
pudence, Ihe Teemed capable of fup]>lyii^g every 
fenfe Nvith plealure ; lier looks, her converfation, 
^rere natural and iinconArained ; flic had r citlicr 
been tauglu to langnilh nor ogle, lo iangh without 
a jeft^.or figh without foi^ro^. I found that flie had 
joit returned- from tlibrM^y^'aild * bad been conirer« 
fkntin the tnannerd df tht worid. Coriofity prompt- 
ed me to afk feveral queftions, but flie declined them 
rllK 1 own I never ibund myfelf fo ftrongly pveju- 
diced in favour cf apparent merit before ; and 
Could willingly^, have prolonged our converiaiion, 
but thc'tompnny after fome titue withdrew. Jjift/ 
hoivever, before tbef Httle beau took- his leave/ hu 
called fn^afide^ and rie^ueftedl would ehange himn 
Pweniy pouitd bill-,* Whtch as I wfes incapable of do- 
5ng, he was contented with borrowing hall a crowJi* 

Adieu. "-^ * * ' • ? ' - • 

• I * . ' * , • • • / 



rrom Lien Chi ^^tivigiio Hirgfo by the waj cf Ah/cowt 

TTi^EW virtues have* been lUore^J^raifed by moral* 
JP ' ids than gbrt^f bfify ; .tvery praAical treat9fe of 
et^himcitds to tiwrrehfe oiir feniiWlhy-orthe diftrefll 
is of others,* arid roT-dax- the gtmp of iVngiillty. 
Pliilofophcrs iliat are poor praife it bccanfe iliey aie 
gainers by its cffec'(s ; and rbe cpi-lent Sci.eca'him- 
ielf has wr tten.a ireatirle on benciits, though lie was 
liiiowli to give no^iii^ awa;^ - * 

ill 
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But amckBs in6ny#whorha«e mdorccd the di^^y of 

giving,! am furpdicd ihereare noi.c to inculcate the 
ignominy of receiving, to fliew that by every favour 
\ve accept, we in loine aieafure farteit our native 
tVeeclom, aadthat a ftac^ of eoaitiuual 4«penclencc 
on the generofirjr of others is a life of gradual de? 
baiemeBt. 

^ Were men taught to ^efpUe the receiving obKga* 
tions with the fame force of reaibning and declama- 
tion that they are iiiftmdted 10 confer tlicni^ we 
might then fee every perfbn in fociery filling up thg 
recjuifitc duties of his liiuaiiQU w itli cheai fui .induft 
try, ueithei' relaxed by bope> npr iuUea (som 4iia|N' 
poiiument. - \ 

Every favour a man receives^ in ibme inea(tnr« 

. links him below his dignity, and in proportion to 
the value of the benefir, or the frequency of its ac- 
ceptance, he gives up fo nuich of his natural inde- 
pendence. He, there^bre^ who thsives upon tlie uu<? 
nicrited bounty of andthcr, if he has any fenfibility^ 
fufifers the woril of lervitude 4* the ibackled lUvo 

' inay muria^r w}tb«pt rtepfoa^^ but the bumble ^t* 
l^endent is taxed with ingratitude upon every fymp- 
tom of difconieut ; the one may rave round the 
walls of his cell, but the other lingers in all the 
lilence of mental confinement. • To encreafe his dif- 
trefs, ev^ry new obligation but adds to the former 
load which k^nf: the vigorous* umid from rifing 1 
till at lait, elaftic no longer, it fliapes itfelf. to eott* 
llraint^ and puts on habunal fervility. 

It is thus with the feeling mind, but there arefoine 
M'ho, ho\m without any fhare of fenfibiliiy, receive 
favour after favour, and ilill cringe for more ; who 

^accept the offer of generofity with u& little relucftance 
as the wages of merit^ and even make, thanks for 
paft benefits an indirect petili<vi for n^w ; fuch^ I 
j^rant^ can fufier nq debafement.froip d.epen4ance,' 
mice they were originally as vile as wss poihble to be ; 
dependauce degrades onlj lUc if^fif.uious^ bui,Jea\cs 
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tlie fordid mind in pi iftine mcanncfs. In this manner, 
the>ret*ore^'loiig continued j[2,eneiuiit:y is miiplaced, or 
it isiujarious ; k either fuids a man wortblefs^ or it 
makes liim fb \ and tnie it is, that ibeperibn who is 
cometited to be often obliged^ oi^ghc not to have 
been obliged at all 

Yet while I delbribe the nieannef's of a life of con- 
tinued dependence, I v oidd not be rlionoht to in- 
clude thole natural or political fubordinaiions which 
fubiiii: in every Ibdety ; for in fuch^ though depen-v 
denda is exacfted iroaithe inferior^ yet theobligatioii 
mi either fide istmumaK Theibti mwft rely upon hia 
pan^nt for fup port, bnt the parent lies nndef tfaet 
fame obligations to gi\e that the other has to expecfl ; 
•the fnbordinate officer muft receive the commands 
of h|S fuperior ; but for this obedience the former 
has a right to demand an intercourie of* favour i 
Hicfa isnot the dependfBfie i AvcHlld .deprecate^ but 
tMSi *wh'ere every expedtod . hivolir gfiuft.-be. the 
refolt of mere beneivoktitc -in tile giver, where the 
benefit can be kept without remorfe or transferred 
without injulticc. The charac^ter of a legacy-hunter^ 
for inftance, \^ deteliable in fome countries, and 
defpicable in all ; ' this univerfal contempt of a 
man who iniringes iipan noneof the laws of ibciety^ 
Ibme moraiifts liave ai*raignred aS a popukr and 
iiti^uflr prejudice ; ilever eonfidrering the neceflary 
degradations a wretch muft iindergo,vvho previoufly 
expeds to grow rich by benefits, without having ei- 
ther natural or fbcial claims to enforce his petitions. 
"^Bm.thss interconrfe «f benaiatSiion and aeknow-^ 
ledgement is often injurious even to the giver as well 
as the receiver.; a m&n 'eaif gaiil but little knowledge 
of himfelf, or of the world, amidft a circle of thole 
whom hope or gratitude has gathered round him ; 
their nji ccafinghumiliations muft ncceflurily encrcafe 
his coih]>arati\'e mognimde, for all .men mealurt 
their efwn >nbilkic64>y thofe of their company ; thus 
being tangbc 'n ovet-rate his mevk^ be in reality 

% I2d2 
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leilens it; ericredfing in confidence, l>ot not In 
power, his profeffiolis end itT empty boaft^ his im- 
dertakings in fliameful difappoiiuiiient, • 

It 5s perhaps one of the fevercft nnsfortnnes of the 
great, ihat they are, in general, obliged to live a- 
inong men ^hoie real value is leflened by depends 
ence, and wliofe minds are enllaired by obligation. 
' The hnmbie companion may have at firft accepted 
p nronage with generons views, bnV ibon he feels 
the mortifying influence of confcious inferiority, by 
degrees finks into a fintterer,and from flattery at lalt 
degenerates into Itwpid veneration. To remedy 
this, the great often aifmifs. their old dependents^- 
atti take new. Such changes are falfely impnted ta 
levity, falfefaood^ or caprice, in the patron, finee 
they maybe nK>re jnftly afcribed to the client's gra* 
dcial deterioration. 

No, my ion, a life of Independence is generally a 
life of virtue. It is that which fits the foul for 
evefy generous flight of hiimanityv 'iireede«i:'Suid 
friendfhip*- To give ihould be oar .pleafure, but;toj 
receive, our fliame ; lerenity, health and a^uence^ 
attend the defire of rifing by labour ; mifcry, re». 
pentance and difrerpe<5l, that of fucceeding by ex- 
torted benevolence ; the man who can thank him- 
felf aloncfor the liappinefs he enjoys, is truly blelt ; 
and lovely, tar more Joivoly the fturdy glo^m of 
Jabcnrious indige&ce^ than the- fawning fissip^ of 
thriving adnlatiim* 'A^diea.; - i 



LETTER C. 

f 

Fr^om Lien Chi Alfafigiy to Fu7n Hoam^ firjl PrefiJent of 
the Ceremonial Academy at Pekiu in China. 

IN every fbdety, fome tnen are bom to teach, and 
others to receive inftni<llion ; fome to work, and 
others to cojoy in idjencis the fi nits ^f. their induit^ 
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try 'i feme to pi^rf^, and others to obey. .Every* 
p^ple^ how tree foever^ nraft be contented to give 
lip part of their liberty and judgment to thofe ^^ ha 

govern^ in exchange for their hopes of fecuriry ; 
and the motives which firlt influenced their choice 
in the eleiftion of their governors, {honld ever be 
iiveighed again|l the iiicceeding apparent inconfiil- 
encies of their condn<fl. All cannot be rulers, and 
men are generally belt governed by a few, hi 
snaking way 'through the iiltricacies of bufmeis^ the 
fmallelt obltacles are apt to retard the execution olr 
whiu is to be planned by a multiplicity of counsels; 
the judgment of one alone being always fitteit for 
winding through the labyrint^hs of intrigue^ and the 
obllruc^iions of difappointment. A ferpent, v^hicb, 
as the fable obferves^ is fumiihed with one head 
and many tails, is mnch more capable of fubiiiVence . 
and expedition, than another which is furniflied. 
with but one tail and many heads. 
. Obvious as thefe truths are, the people of this . 
country Teem infeni^ble ot their £orcfi. Not latisfied 
with the advantages of internal peace and opulence^ 
they ftill mnrnter at thrir sovernors^ and interfere 
in the execiitsotM>f their dengns ; as if they wanted 
to be foniething more than happy. But as the Eu- 
ropeans inftrudt by argument, and the Aliatics 
uioltly by narration, were I to addrels them, I 
Ihould convey my femimepts in tlie following Ilory. 

Takupi had long been prime miniver of Tq>an- 
tala^ a fertile coivntry that ftreiclies along the weft- 
cm-confines of China. During his adminiftration^ 
whatever advantages could be derived from arts, 
learning and commerce, were feen to blefs the peo'-. 
]ile ; nor were the neceflary precautions of provide 
ing for the fecurity of the date forgotten. It often 
happens, hqwevjeCx-tbat when, men are pofieflled of 
^1 they want, f liey; dien bejgln* to find tprmcait -in 
imaginary ajBUiidtions, and leflen their prefent enjoy- 
^ent, by . foJ*$l^>di>?&, 'bat tbpfe enjp^TOenta ^re 19^ 
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hatve an end. The people *iow> 4lu?refbitr, rtidea* 
voured to ' find ^nt grie^^ailicetf *; tilid 'ftfter ibitt^ 
feareh, ad:ualiy began t6 think th^mrelv^ aggrieved . 
A petition agaiiilt the enormities of* Takupi was 
carried to rbc throne in due t'orm ; and the queen 
who governed the country, willing to faiisfy her 
fnhjet^is, appointed a day > in which his accufers 
ihoiiid be heard^ and the niinifter ibould Itand upon 
hift defence. " ' * ' • 

The day being arrived, And the miniftcr brought 
before the tribunal, a carrier, who lupplied ihac 
city with fifh, appeared among the number of hi^ 
accufers. He exclaimed, that it was the cuftom, 
time • immemorial,- for carriers to bring theii-fiiBi 
upon a* horfe in a hamper j which being placed on' 
one lide, and bdlanced by a ilone on the other, wa9 
thus conveyed wirti eaft and ftfcty r but that' the 
pri(bner, movtd either by a fpirit of innovation, or 
perhaps bribed by the hamper makers^ had obliged 
all carriers to .ufe the Itone no longer, but balance 
one bamper'with another'; an otder entirely repug- 
nant tb the cftftoms of all anti^ntty; iand th6fe of 

. the kingdom' of Tijjartala ifi particular.- 
• The carrier finifhed, and the v^hole court fliook 
their heads at the innovating minifter, when a fe- 
cond witnefs appeared. He was infpedlor of the 
city buildings, and accufed the difgraced favourite 

'of having gi^en orders for the demolition of art 
ancient ruin, iiirhich*iibftrn<5l^- the paflage through' 
otn? of the principaliVreets. Hc 'obferved,- tbafr fwlr 
buildings were noble monuments of^batbarous anti- 
qinty ; contributed finely to fhew how little their' 
anceftors underftood of architecfiure, and for that 
reafoh fuch monuments iliould beheld fabred, and 
foflfer^d gradually to decay, t ^ - • ' * : 
The iaft. witnefs i^w iai)peaFed. » -Thia-^^^ 
toiadW^bo laudablj^ altetrrpted fo'bofn- HferlJSif tip- . 
oh her hufbind's funeral pile/ Btit the inua^iating 
minifter had jxe-veiued the execution of hcr.defign. 
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anci was iufej)iibl« to hertears^ proleftations ati<i 
intrearies. 

The queen coulil have pardoned the tv o formrr 
©{Fences, but this lall was confidei cd as fo giols au 
iiijurj to the Cex, and io dhet^tl^' coinraiy lo all the 
culionis of antiquity, that it called for immediate. 
juUke» Whatj cii«d tbe qpe«ii^-iio( ft>fier:a. W0« 
man to .burn.herielf when /he thinks firoper ! ibe 
fex are to be very prettily tutored, no doubt, if they 
mull be rellraiiied from entertaining their female 
friends now and then with a fried wife, or roafted 
i^cqMalviUace, i icuteace the criminal to be baniili* 
ed my .prefei^c^ for cvcT^ for bi$it^urjpii»tr^alia0ii( 
of the-fex^!'. .: 
;. Takupi had been hitherto filent, and ipoke only 
to Ihew the fincerity of his refignation. Great 
qiieen, cried he, I acknowledge my crime, and fince 
1 am to be banijhed, I beg it may bo to fome ruined 
town, or deiolate village in tlie country 1 have go- 
verned. 1 ihall find feme pleaiure in improving ihe 
ipili and bringing back fi fpirit of induftry among 
the*inhabitsMitft/' His r^ueft appearingrc^fohable 
k was immediately complied with, and a courtier^ 
had orders to fix upon a place of banifhment an- 
fwering the miniiler*s dercription. After fome 
months' feaych, however, the enquiry proved fruit- 
leffr j,' neither a defolate village, nor a ruihed town 
was found in tlie whole kingdom* Alas i faid^ 
Takupi to the queeii^ how .can that country be ill' 
governed, which has neither a defolate village, nor 
a ruined , town in it V* The queen perceived the 
jiillicc of his cxpoiiulation, and the miuiHer was 

rec^vcd into^AUoa'^ Uian former favour. . ^ , 
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• ' * • ' • L X T T E R GI; • 'i' - * 

[From the fa7nci ' • ''i 

TU£r ladfes bierd are by iib' mean^ fucta ^wleiil 
garoefters as the women of Afia. In this re(^ 
}>e<* \ wttftdothe Engliftijuilice ; foi* Ho^e tdjwalfb 
Ivhere- ttpplaiifc is jullly merhe(l, Nothing movd 
Common in Ckina tban 10 fee t\v6 women of fafnion^ 
continue gaming till one haa won all the other's- 
cloaths^ end ftnpped lier quite -n felled \ the d inner* 
thus marchhig off in a double fuit of finery, and n he* 
lofer fiirinking behind* fn the primitive fimjdlcit^ of 
nemre.** ' • ' *• • » * 

' No doubt, you remember when Shang, our maidert* 
aunt^played with a /harper. Firil her money went ; 
then her trinkets were produced ; her cloaths fol- 
lowed > piece by piece, fobn after j wheh Ihe hadr 
thus played herfelf quire naked, bieitig a ivonfan oit 
it'irit) and willing to purfttehef 6 wn, fl^e (Uk^d'lier 
tfeelh'V foi'totfe' w^s again rt' hei' even here, mid het^ 
teeth followed her cloaths ; at laft ftie playetl for 
Sier left eye, and oh ! hard fate, this too fue loft ; 
however, (he had the confolation of biting the 
iharpcr, for he never perdeived that it was made o£^ 
g1a(s til] it became hts own. ' ^ 

' 'Hbw happy, my friend^ are- the .EngliCll ladies/ 
tvbo neve'r rile to ftich aii inordinance- <5f •pafiion 
Though the fex here arfe naturally fond of gan1c<» 
('^f chfince, and ave taught to manao^c games of Ikiil 
from their infancy^ yei -they never purllie ill for-" 
lime with fuch amazing intrepidity. Indeed 1 may 
entirely acquit them or ever playing— — i mean of 
playing for their eyes or their teeth. 

It is true, they often ftake tlieir fortune, their 
beauty, heahh and reputation, at a uanniig laMc. 
U even fomedmcs happens, iluu ihcy play ihcir 
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luifbancls into a jail ; yet iViW they preferve a dccq- 
rum unknown to our wives a;)d daughters of China. 
1 have been-pyclem at % royite in ahis country^ 
Inhere a woman of fafhion, after lofing her money, . 
I)as iat writhing In all the agonies of bad luck ; and 
yet, after all, never once attempted to ftrip a fingle 
petticoar, or cover t.h^\bpaidj h^r lalliluke^ witji 
))er head cloailis. 

. However^ though . I praife their, moderation at 
]>1ayy"}.n)ttit npt conceal their aliidaity. . In Qiiqaf 
pnr women; e^ep|:upon ibme great days^ are never 
perfphted So fiimcr a 4icc*lx>x ; butjiere every day 
leenis'tp be a fefti'yal ; and night itf0}f| \yhich gives 
otliers reiljonly lerves to increafc the female game- 
tier's iudutlry. I }iave been told of an old lady in 
the conntry, who, being given over by the phylici- 
aus»' playe4 vi^^ ^ curate of her«pariih to pal^ her 
t\i^ away: having ; won all h^^.nKHieyj(,fiie.ne3C( 
propqied playing foip her f qner^l charges. ; her pro- 
posal Ava^, , accept e^ ; but nUnformi>atpiy • tJi^ ^dy 
expired j nil. as Ihe had taken in her game.. [ 
, 'There arc lome. palljons, which^ ibopgh differ:- 
ipntly purfued, are attended with equal cuniequeur 
in. every country herje tUfy .gaxap vyith xnoy^ 
perfeverance, there with greater lury : liere tbcy 
itrip their families, there they itrip t^ic^mfelves nakf 
jiV I^dy: in Chilli, X who indulges a paflion.lor 
gaming, .often becomes a drunkard ; and by flou- 
filing a dice-box in one, hand, fhe generally co:nes 
to brandilh a dram- cup iiv the oiher. Far be it fron^ 
4n? tjo, fayrj;here.aoyj who drj^k drams. in England f 
but it natural t# fuppofe, tha( wb^n a.Iady ha$ 
lqi\i qvery thing elib-bi^ her honour, ihe .will be 
ji,pt .fo lofi^ that into t^e bargain and growd iiv 
•fen^ibl€^tQ nicer feelings, behave like the Spaniard, 
;^vlip,vvhen a)l hi3 money was gone, endeavoured tp 
borrow morc^by ogering to p^ynk his whi&er. J9i^e^. 

5 .ill 'lo;* ; V'j r ' ? w:' • ^ •» 

01' ill.' IV ,iJu t'.t '()' * ^i': ]i. I ... ' -J •: 
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' • LETTER CII. i 

From LUn Chi Altang't to fuer chant in Amjlerdam^ 

I HAVE juft received a letter frotn my Ion, ii; 
which he hifornis me of the fraitleflhefi of his 

cndeavoiirs to recover the lady with whom he fled 
troin Perfia. Heftrives to cover, uniler the appear', 
ance ot fortitude, a heart torn with anxiety and dif*- 
appointment. I have offered little coniolation, lince 
that but too frequently feeds the forrow which it 
preteudf to deplore^ and ftr^ngthens the imprcffioh 
which nothing but the external rubs of tinie 'and 
accident can thoroughly efflice* • 

He informs me of his intentions of quitting Mof- 
cow the firit opportunity, and travelling by land to 
AnUlerdam, 1 muft, th.refore, upon his arrival, 
/entreat the continuance of your friendihip ; and 
beg of you to provide him 'With proper diredlion« 
for finding me inf London. 'You can fcareefy be 
fenlible o? the joy I expedl npoif feeing hfin 'once 
more : the ties between the father and the fon 
among us of China, are much more clqicly drawn 
than wjth you of Europe. 

" ' The* remittances fent me frohi Argun to Mpfcow 
came in fafety. ' I- cannot fufficientiy admir^ that 
fpifit of honefiy which pr^ailis lltrou^h tll« whole 
country of Siberia : perhajis the ftv^ges o^" tKat de^» 
folate region are the only untutored people of the 

flbbe that cultivate the mofal virtues, iven with- 
nt^nbwing that their acTiions merit praife. 1 have 
'^en told farprifing thin^ of their goodnels^' bene* 
vojence, and gtfnfrofity i and the iinihierrtipted^ 
cr<>(nmerce betweeil CIntia'and Rtiffia -ferves^ a 
collateral confirmation-. * ' • * " *' 

*^ Let us (friysthe Chlnefe law giver) admire the 
rude virtues of the ignorantj, but rather imitate the 
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delicate, morals of the polite.'* In the country 
^here I retide^ though honefty and benevolence 
be not To congenial^ yet art^fuppljes the place of 
nature. Though here every vice is carried to ex- 
cels ; yet every virtue is praCtifcd alio wiih unex- 
ampled fuperiority, A city, like this, is the ibil for 
great virtues and great vices ; the villain can ibon 
ui^provehere mthe deepeli injUerie&of decdvii^ l, 
ai|a ttie pradica|. philoibpher-caii^ eva-y d^y x^k&t 
new*inc]tements to n^ud hi^s h^nefl intentions^. 
There are no pleafures, fenrual -^or fentimemal; 
which this city does not produce ; ;>et, 1 kjunv not 
how, I could not be content to rqfide here, for life. 
There is fomething fo Inducing in that ipot in \thick 
we firft had .exillence, that nothing but it cau 
pleafe « ^vhatiB-ver viciffitndes we experience in lifev' 
however t.we toU,. wlierefpever we wander, oiur. 
* fatigued wiflies iliir recur to home for tranquillitv, . 
>ye long to die in that Ipot, which gave i^s Wi th/ 
and in that ple^aliijg expectation opiaite. i^ycry. xa-* 
Ijaimt}^ . , ' • j;:', « r ";- • . . 

. .YQjttBow, iherefore, pfir^e|ve ifci^t J ,J>a^e (fame 
ifiieiuiona of. leaving this country ^nil yet /my de^ 
fig»4*^4. departure fills. me with relucflanceand regret. 
'Though the friendlhips of travellers are generally 
more tranfient thsin vernal fnows, Ilill I f^el an lui- 
caiiuel's at the breaking jjip conueciions \ have 
farmed fince my. arrival ; p^irticidarly.l (hajli have, 
no fmall pain le.ayijig my ^f^al cpittpa^ian^ gMidei 
m)d iiiftj:u<aor-. ^ ;.. . . . - c t;t, 

- 1 mall wait for the arrival of ^ly fon before I feb 
out. He fhall be my companion in every intended 
journey for the future ; in his company t can: £up«i 
port the fatigues of tfee way. with r^doublicAardour/ 
g^eaf$d at onc^,with:conv^^iiig|ijftr»<Jiion> andL'^-^ 
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j-.l—L E, T E R GIIL- ^ ' 

From Lien CAi l/i/ta/igt, toTum' Bo'avtyfirft Prefidett^' 
apihc Csrefmnml /icademy "at P^kin in Chiua^ . - * 

OUR fcholars of Cbfna have a moft' profound veft- 
cration for forms. A iirft rate beauty never 
llitdicd the decornnis of drefs whh more nifiduity ; 
: hey may properly enough be faid to be clothed 
wth tvifdom froia head to foot ; they have their 
philbfophkal capd and philofophkaV whiflcers^* th^ 
pllilolophieal ilippetis ^tifd ph9>oibphi£al fans ; there 
is even a ]>*aI1prophical itendard for nieafbring the 
uails ; and yet, with all this feemuig wifdolir, they 
are often found to be mere empty pretendej s. 

A philofophical beau is not fb frequent in Europe 
yec 1 am toVd that fuch chira^Jters are found .herc^. I 
Hicaivfuth a^'p^cH^toUy {upp6r|. all ^e d^corimist>i^ 
learning wkbout behig really very j>rofomid,<ir'|ia- 
tAmUly pofleBed<>f afihe-nftdi^ Who kbour 

liard to cbtuin the titular honours attending literary' 
merit, who flatter others, in order to be flattered hi 
l\jni, and only lludy to be thought Itudents. ' • 

I'A charader of this kind gejieriiflly receives cofti- 
panji in his ftody-, in all the! J9»Mfive f^iiiality oif 
flipp*r«> nightrgown, a«d fcafy^jhttiir/' The t^Mei^ 
•uvered with a large bobk, iihich is aiwaj^^-^kept' 
open, and never read : his folitary hours being de-* 
dicatcdvio- dozing, fnendirig pens, feeling bis pulfe, 
|ieepiug through the piicrolcope, and Ibmeiimes 
apcading^iiiifififig bMk}^^ iti^lch fae'condetnns in doih*- 
' jtmyi ''^}A» library iii prefei^v^d Mrith -thcr molt reU« 
ift altie% iaii^^k^j^lte^^ oF icafrce 

books, which bear an high 'price, befeatifetbbtltill c/t 
ufelels to become couinion by the ordinary methods 
oi publi.Q^tigu^ 



I. - • 

r Such men arc generally caiidiclatcs for aclnuiiance 
into. liiCrary clubs, acaclcinics and inlUtutions, where 
^ihey regulfv\i incet lo njve aiifl .receive (U lutle In- 
fixu^ipp', anq a grcat/d^lof praYfe. Jn conv^rCjilii- 
au they never J^ctray iggorancc, becaufe. ^'^FX ^JP^'C^* ' 
fecfh to recent informauon. Offer a new obferya- 
tion, they have heard it before ; pinch ihemiiidti 
ai-gumciu, and they reply whh a iiicci*.- 

Yet how trilling ibcver ihefe liiilc :^rts may ap- 
pc^', they aniwer oup valuable jiurpofe of jpjniiig 
fhe pyixCtiiprs the ctteein.ibey \vi/Jbfibr..Thc hownds 
Afa^naa's luiowledge are eafiiy concealed, if he 
j^s.buc.prud€acoj but^all can readily (ee audad-. 
ji^ire a gilt library, a fetof long nails, a filverftaiid- 
^fli, or a well combeJ whiUcer^ who arc incapable 
pf dhUngnifliing a dunce. 

, When t'atlier Matthew, the firft Koropean mlf- 
iia^^j^r, entered Chiiia, the court v^as iiifornie4 lhat 
b^.ppRhSSsil grpat ikill in 9itrononiy ^ Ji&.was there- 
\ fim f^m- fpr, and examiued/ . ^The clUblijlbed 
aftrpnQin^rs of ftate undertook this tdilc aiid made 
their report to the emperor, tkat iiis fldll was ,bi]t 
very fuperiicial and no way comparable to their 
own. The miilioner, however,, appealed from their 
judgment to experience, and c|iallcngcd them to 
calculate an eclipfe of the nioon^ that wais to hnpjni^i 
'afew uigUtafollowiug. W.hitj- faid fojup, Cntll.^ -» 
J3arbarian, without nails, pretend to, vie v.hli ni^n 
in aitroiKiijiy, who have njade it the llutl v of ti.cir 
lives, with men whoknow half the knowablc ciiar:ic- 
tcrs of words, w ho wear fcieniihcai caps and hip- 
p9rs^ and who have gone through every literary de- 
gree with applaufe i' Tbey accepted the challenge 
confident of fncceis* The eclipfe began ; the Chinele 
produced a moft fplendid apparatus, and were 
fifteen minutes wrong ; tlie miliioner, witli a lingle 
inllrument, was exadt to a fecond. This was con- 
vincing, but the court aftrononicrs were not to be 
COttvinced i inllead of acknowledging their error^ 

* . u Googl 
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tlicy afliirc J the einperor, that their calciilntioiis were 
ceiTainely cxr>i^, but that the llranger, without nail^, 
had actually bc\tiicheci the luooii. Well then, cries 
the good eniperor, fmiling at their ignorahce, you 
ihall Hill continue to be liliTaius of theinoen, btit 
i con fth lite tins man Wr cdinroller,^ • 
• China isT thus replete with men/ whole only pre- 
tenfiorrs to knowledge arifc from eNienitil circuni^ 
(tauces, and in p^urope every country abounds 
^vith iheni in proportion to its ignorance/ Spain 
;ind Flanders, who aiie behind the r-ft of Europe in 
learning,"af leaft tlnxe centuries, have twetityHte*- 
Tary titles and marks o^ diftinftion miknbrwn iii 
"France or Kngland : they have x\\c\t \Clar'ij}i7?i} 
' Preclnrlffi?niy their A^cnratiffnni anH Mhmiiffirm ; a 
round caj) cntiilcs one lludcnt to argue^and a fquar^ 
cap permits anotiier to teach ; while a cap with a 
taflel alinolt I'ant^ifies the head it happens to cover. 
Bnt where true' knowledge is Cultivated, thefe 
iohnaliridft begin ta difappeaV ; th^ crmiri'd cdwl^ 
Hhe Iblemo beard and fweeping train, W^'Iaid afide i 
philbfbph^rs drefs, and talk, and think like other 
men : and lanib-ilvin drcflers, and cap-makers^ and 
Inil-carriers, now deplore a literary age. 

For my own part, my friend^ 1 have feen enough 
of prefuming ignorance^ never to venerate vvifdom 
but wliere it nAually appears. I liave received* 
literary titles and diftin Aions myfelf : and. By the 
quantity of my own wifdoni, know how vei*y little 
wifdoai they can confer. Adieu. 
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FrOfH^th^ fame. 



•^'^HE time for the young king's coronation ap- 
X ' preaches ; the great and the little world look 
'ftrward with impatience. A knight from the counv 
who lias brought up bis family to fee aiid be feeti 
<ODr ibis occafiony has taken all the lower part of the 
hoofe where ( lodge. His Avife is laying in a large 
quantity of (ilks, which, the mercer tells her, are to 
be faihionable next fcafon ; and mifs, her daughter, 
has • a(^ually had her ears bored previous to the 
cereinofiy. In all this boftle^ of preparation I am 
•confidered'as merelmnber, and have been fhoi«d 
Qp'tWO.ftories higher, to make room for others, my 
landlady feenis perfecftly convinced are my bcttci s : 
but whom, before me^ ihe is contented with only 
calling very good company. • 
> The little beau, who has now ibuced himfelf into 
4tiy irftimacy, was yefterday^ving a^e a molt mi- 
mte defaii of the infeeqdedprocefiran. . All men are 
^lo^nent tipo^ thdrfkroorite topic ; and this feem- 
ed peculiarly adapted to the fize and turn of his 
nnderftanding. His whole mind was blazoned over 
with a variety of glittering images, coronets, ef- 
c^tchednsy lace, fvingei tafiels, ftonesy bu^aes, and 
"^nn igUffi. K Heve/craied'he; Garter is to- walk 1 
'tuidi there Rou^cf Dragon irailches with the eftotdr* 
lednston-'his hzaa Viite Clarendeux moves forward ; 
and there*fi!ue Mantle difdains to be left behind. 
Here the Aldermen march two and two ; and there 
the undaunted champion of England, noway terri* 
^ediat the very numerous appearance of -gentlemen 
andla^es^ rides^orwa^d an cotoplete 'armour, and, 
^ittrhnitttcepid air> throws, down bis glowe. Ah, 
ootttinkiOBche;rihould.an.y be lorliardy ^ to u&e up 
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that fatal glove^ and fo accept the challenge^ 
fhould fee fine fport ; the champion would ihew 
liim lid mercy hel would fo6n leach him all his 
pafles with a witnefs. However, 1 am afraid we 
ihall have none willing to try it with him upon the 
approaching occafion, for tworeafons ; //V/7, becaufe 
his antagonill would Hand a chance of being killed 
in the fingle combat ; and- Jeeondiy, becaufe^ if lie 
dcapeft the" champion's arm^ he woulA <er^inly lie 
' hanged for treafon. No, noy i fancy none will be 
•fo hardy as to difpute it with a champion like him, 
inured to arms j and Ave lhall probably fee him 
.prancing unmoleAed away, holding his, bridle llMjis 
ill one hand^ and brandi&inghi^dram.cupijtflKfibfc 
other.'i * . :ri . , . i, d 

•r Some men 'have a iitax^er of deftribing whMi 
only, wraps the fnbjecft in more than forkner ebfoK 
rity ; thus I was unable, with all my companion's 
volubility, to form a diliinc^ idea of the intended 
proceifion. 1 was certain that the inaguv^tion' of ^ 
king Ihould be condudted'with ibiemnity r.aiidhtidi* 
gidas^awe % andi^gidd not bcf'49^rlkad«d iJla^.l'kbre 
was .mnch.folernniiiy^n »tbis Qefcription.* rrlrfilhifl^be 
•true, J cried I to myfelf, the peoplobf JSJiiixi^pe. Purely 
have a Ih ange manner of mixing folenon and fari- 
tailic images together ; picTtures at once replete with 
burlerque and the fnbHmcL a time, when the iking 
eotenS 'tnto the moft ipXemw conipadi with his peo* 
plci tKef^bi^g iordy/^ihiwld'h^adiiijlt^ tei4^iBkli 
^mmtbe feal:m«ijefty«t>fctbeM!evtiii^iy« iS^l^i^ieno^ 

image hrough't in at fuch a tim^ throws an airi fof 
ridicule upon the whole. It fame way refeniblcs a 
pi(fture i have feen, defigned by Albert Durer^ 
wherc; amidit all the folemnityo£that awful fcene; 
•a deity^judging, and a toend)Ung:wtirld'awBitiaBg-tllc 
deeree,. he has imroduced a'ineiTy mortid, trUnd*- 
ling his ictfiding'wife to hbttin'ranivheel.lntoiri rf\ 
... Mycompanion, whomiftook my filence, during 
this iuterJ^al of7refle(5lion>^ fpr the rapture jo£ afto? 



.tiiA^Jpi^t^JP^QCOdeil to,de(crIbe thofe frivolous parts 
|oiF,.t^p Ihew.^ji;^^ j^idlUy ftrqck bis imagination.; 
^nd tQ aflur^*me, ,tli£^i: if 1 ftay^d in this country 
fonic months longer, 1 nioulcl fee fine things. For 
.my own part, continued he, I know already of 
jiifteeii fiiifs o^ cloaihs tbaf would ttand on one end 
y^Uh gpld lace, :«ili deiigned to be firil fliewn ttiere ; 
and as /for diamoiKls^' rubies^ emeralds and pearl^, 
vr'er fb?X\ f^ie them as -thick fis brafi nails in a fedati 
.ch^v And then we are all to walk lb>majellicaUy 
.thus^;. ji^^isfooc always behuKl the foot before. The 
ladies are to fling nofe-gays ; the court poets to icat- 
iler veries ; the.ijpedcators af.e to be all-in fuU.dveisi 
Mrs, Tibbs, infanew lacquei. lufflc^is. and freuched 
Ji»a)r I ^Q)|.>vJ|pqri^ :^v^h thing finer than an^ 
oilier ; Mrs. .Xibbtf couttefi dti^befs ; her 

. j^race retiif ns the compliment with a bow. Largefi, 
cries the herald. Make room, cries the gentleman 
uflier. Knock ^ him dowi^i cries the guard. Ah, 
ftftStiiwcd fsfij,,^ auwzf d at his ow^i ^^eitrifijifMii j v4»at 
^.^I^pnifliipf fcene /of ig^audf^jf* .qui . art produce 
frppi t)ie;fmaUfjtcircumitanire| vrt^eji iuhus actual- 
4y /turns tQ;.i^9t)deVr que] i^aii. p(ui^|ng. on aaioiJ^er 
m^n's.hat.f*;.' ' V -r: 1 - -r V -r 

I now /ound his mind was entirely fet upon the 
fopperies of this pag^apt, and quite regardlefs pf the 
reai.inipaning of iuph/coftly prepajraiions. Pa- 

imiierftudy ^qma^e jliQfKVf IfigWt tjwn expehf^ve/' 
prqiceinpns, 'Cavaj^^^s, ^and all ihnt. fiiudf of gay 
- frippery^ furniflied put by taylors, barbers apd tire- 
^^OEocn, itiech^nipaliy iufluenpe.the mhid into vene- 
ration r an emperor iu; his, nigbt-cap would not meet 
yvhh jiaif tjbe r.elpeA of .an - einperor wijtb a crown« 
j^^M^icfli r<(iimbl^ religipn-; a^teinpting to diveft 

fi^PW fif f^f^em^y is ihe inpft certain inetliQd.p^ 
Winging -either into contempt* The weak inuft 
|>ay^ their inducements to admiration, , as well as tlie 
\Yife ; and it is the buiinels of a fenilble govera^'^ 
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mentji to imprefi all ranks wid^ a fenfe of" iVibordi^ 

niition^ itrhetb^ this lifFecied by a ' Siamoftd 

buckle, or a virtuous fdiA^ k fiitiiptuary law, or a 
,glals neck lace. ' • \ , i . i ^ .«..•.'- 

This interval of rcfle<ftion only gave my compa- 
nion [pirits to, begin his defcriptiou afreih ; and as a 
•greater inducement to ralfe xnycnriofity, heinforin- 
ed me of the vaft fnma that were given by the fpec- 
tatbrs for places* ^' That the ceremony mfaft'-be 
fine, cries he, is very evident from the fine price 
'that is paid for feeing it. Several ladies ha~ve af- 
fured me, they could willingly part with one eye, 
rather than be prevented from looking on with the 
other. iGomecome, cohtihnes he, lhaVe a friend, 
. my fake,' will ibpply \is with' places at tfa6 
mofl: reaftmable rates ; ril t^ke^ ca^ you fhall^ot 
be impofed upon ; and he'\irin inform .you of th* 
life, finery, a'apture, fplendour, and enchantment 
of the whole ceremony better than 1." 
' Fjbliie^ often Te{»ea]ced lofe their abfurdity, and 
{afftnxre the aippearance of +ealbri : his arguments 
were'fo often smU* To ftronglyehferced, that I Had 
Sdhially fohui tlibughty «f beccnnihg a rped:atbr.''Wj^ 
accordingly went together to befpeak a place'; 'biit 
guefs my furprize, when the man demanded a purfe 
of gold for a finglc feat : 1 could hardly believe 
him ferious upon making the demand. Prithee, 
friend, cried 1, 'aftet^ I have;paid twenty plAmds*for 
fitting here an %ont dt' tilirtty ^i^ l bring ^ 'pttrt of 
ifce coronation back*.?**-' «^Nd^fi^,v'; ^V«o^ long 
can I live tipon it Afttr I have 'Lottie awa^ 
long, fir." " Can a coronation d6ath,ieed or fatten 
me Sir,*' replied the tnah," " ybli fecm to be 
under a miftake f all that you can bring a\yaiy is 
tbc pleafurfe of having St td fay , that you feW the 
eoronatioii. Blaft me, «ries Tibbs> 4f^:bat be aHj, 
#^erfeV.n6neifd^pf paying* f6t<'thaty piptt^tt* 
Ihfved ^t6 liavethat plesimre wliiether 1 am there or 
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t affi cottlcioiis, my friend/ tlwt fhls is but ^rerf 

cdnfufecl defcription' of the intended ceremony^ 
You may objedt, that I neither fettle rank, prece- 
dency, nor place ; that 1 Teem ignorant wheihet 
Gules \\'alks before or behind Garter ; that I have 
tieithei' mentioned the dimenfions of a lord's cap^nor 
liieaiured the length of a lady's tiiih 1 know yout 
delight is in^ niinnte d*ferip{f<rti ; and this l atfn* »n» 
happily difqnalified from furnifhing ; yet, npon the 
vhole, 1 fancy it >vill be no way comparable to the 
)na[vn!ficence of our late emperor Whanori s proccf- 
lion when he was married to tlie moon^ at whicil 
Fttin Houm himfelf prciid^d in pc^ribi]. * Adieii* 
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L E t ^ E R ■ CV. ■• ■ ' 
To the famt^ * • \ i- ' 

IT was formerly the cnftom here, when men ot 
diftincflion died, for their Airviving acquaintance 
to throw each a flight prefent into the grave. I^everal 
things of little value were made ufe offer that pm*- 
pofc ; perfames, reliques, fpices, bitter herbs, ca- 
snomile^ wormwood and*ver£es. Thv& cuftonft/hoM^/ 
ever, is almoft difcontintied ; an() nothinjg'but vetfW 
alone are now laviflied on fuch occafions ; arr obla^ 
tion which they fuppofe may be interred with the 
dead, without any injury to the living. • ''^ • ' * 
Upoii the death of the great, therefore,, the poets 
Aild undertakers are fnre of employment. While^ 
one provided the long cloak, black ftaft> and niouriK' 
ing coach, the other produces the paftoral o*f fclegy-,* 
the monody or aporheofis. The nobility need be 
mider no apprebenfions, but die as fait as they 
think proper ; the jioet and undertaker are ready to 



Digitized by Google 



t m 3 

fupply tlicin t th^fc can.^iiBd .;netapbDr;caL4<}ai-s 
siiid family efcutcbcons at h^^lf an hoqr*s,>yanui,ig i 
and \ylien ihc one lias Ibberly laid the buclj in ihe 
grave, ilie oih n- is r€ia4y-t9. ^i^^Ui^ur^tiv^y ^- 
^ongibe ilars.,., , ■* . , :« * ; 

. There are ftvci^ai '^vay^ of tcjng poetically loi> 
rowiiil ga fiicU occafiodis*^ The bs^rd now Come 
pq^iHve youLb of fcicnce, M^ho (ita.Vlep}Qviag •aniong 
the tombs again he is Thyrfis, complaining in a 
circle oF harnilcni iliecp...,' Now Britaini;a, fits upon 
her own fiiore,^ ajui gives loofe to maternal teiider- 
^icis ; at anoUi^r Ui«>e^ ^'aiuaiiUi»^.£vcn .the moun- 
lain.Parnaflus, ^Jves ^^vay Co ibrroWj :^nd is bajLhe4 - 
in tears of diftrels. [ 

But the moft ufefal manner is this : Damon meets * 
Menalcas^ who lias got a mod gloomy countenance* 
The ibcplicrd afics his friend, whence that look of 
dillrefs ? to which the other replies, tliat PoUio is 
no more. If that be^the cafe then, cri^s Damon, let 
us retire to j'oncler bower at fome diftance ofiF, where 
tlie cyprefs and jefiaoiine^ ad^ fragrance to the 
breeze ; and let us weep alternately tor PoUio^ the 
frien4^f Aephevds, and the patron of .every i^iufe. 
Ah, returns his fellow fhepherd, what think you rather 
of that grotto by the fountain fide ; the murmuring 
ftream will help to aiiiil our complaints, and a 
ajightingale on a neighbouring tree wi^l join her 
YoiQ^to .th:e. concert, \yrhen the placje is thus'fctded, 
they begin : the brook l^ands itiil to hear tbeir^a? 
ni^nta;ions ; the cows forget to graze ; and.tlie V9ry 
tygers Hart from the furelt wiih fympathciic con? 
cern. By the tombs of our aiiccflors, my dear Funi, 
tain quite unaftedted in all this diftrefs ; the whole 

.liquid Japdnnufti ^ ;ny rpirits;.and ^ty.ger.of 
cpmmon feniibility has twenty times more ten- 
d^rnefsthgli f. ^ v 
\ :But.though I could never weep with the complaixi- 
ing (hephcrd, yet I am fometlmes induced t j pity the 
poet^ ^-^Ujojfc^tradejs iiius to makfs demiggds and.he? 



roes for a dinner* There is not in nature a more 
difmal figure than a man who fits dovm to preniedi* 
tated flattery j every itanza* h6 wi^iteg tacitly re- 
proaches the meanneis of his oc: iiparion, till at lalt 
his iiupiclicy becomes moiellupid^ and liis duiiuers 
more Uiiiiinntivc. 

" I an^ Hinazeci, therefore, that none have yet found 
out the fecret of llatteriug the worthleis^ and yet of 
prefer vhig a fafe conicience. A have often* wifliod* 
for fbme siethod by Mrhich a man might: do* himfelf 
and his deceafed patron juttice, without being un- 
der the liaicf 111 reproach of felf-convic^tion. \Aftei:^ 
Jong lucubration 1 have hit vpun fuch an expetli^ Jiti* 
and fend you tiie fpecimen of a poem upon the de- 
ceafeof a great man, in which tlie flattery i& per^ 
feAly jlne, and yet the poet perfedily innocent, 

Ou thi Dcaih oj the 'Right HofiouraJ^U * * *, . . 

• Ye mufes, pour the pitying leaf . ' * .. 

For Pollio fnatch'd away : * ; 

O had he lived another, year I 
'H^ had not dyd to daj^ 

O were he born to blefs mankind^ 

In virtuous times of yore, 

Heroes theinf^^lves had fall'n bclii»d ! 

Whene'er ha went bef ore. . * 

/. . . , 

How fad the groves and plains appear. 
And i'yinpathetic flieep ; ' ,^ 

Ev'n pitying hills would drop a tear ! 
dj h'llli could learn weep^ 

His bounty: in exalted (train 

Each bard might well difplay ! 
Since none implore! relief in vain, ! • *. 

<ThaiiventjeJiev'dawa/^ . . . .li . 

An44iark ! I b^ai^ Aid taneful thnong | ^ ' 

His ohfequies forbid, " ^ * - ^ -> 
He Uill fliall live> ihall Uveas long 1 ' 
ever dead man did. 
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- ' h E T . T E R . cyi. ' ^ V • . . : 

IT 18 the inoft Yifual method in e^ery report^ Hrft * 
to e3(amin4t irs prpbabiiky., and then a A as tfiQ. 
ConjiDiidlare raafy require. rThe Englifb^ hov^ever, 
• exm a dilFerenc fpirit in fuch ciicnhilVances ; th'eyj 
lirrt a(ft, and, when too late, becin to examine. 
Ki'oin a knowledge of this diCpofuion, there are fev- 
^X2^ here ^ho inake ic (heir buHaiefs to frame new 
reports at every convenient interval, all tending t«(V 
'denounce fuin both on tb^ir cptemporarief and^ 
their pofterity. Thiff denunciation is eagerly - 
caught up by the public ; away they flying to pro-' 
pagate the dilhefs ; fell out at one plAce, buy in ac\ 
another^ grumble at their governors^ fhout in mobs, 
and when they have thus, for fome time, behaved 
like fools; fit down coqlly to argue and talk wiG> 
dom, to puzzle ea^b otl)cflr -^fi^irh fyllogifnfiSy srhd^re* 
pare 'for the next report tha^ |»revails^ ^hteh Is aU 
ways attended with the fame (uccefs. 

Thus are tliey ever riling above one report only 
to link into another. They refemble a dog in a 
well^ pawing to get free. When he has raife4 his., 
upper parts above water, and every fpcdlator im- 
agines him difen gaged; his^Iower ' pdns drdg hiui ^ 
doti^n again, ^nd fink bim to the) nofe ; he makes 
new efforts to immei'^ge, and eVery effort encreafing 
his weakne% only tends to fink him the deeper. 
' There are fome here, who, I am told, make a 
tolerable fubfifience by the credulity of their coun- 
trymen : as they find the -public fond of blood, 
wounds, and death, they contrive '.political ruin- 
fuite^ to>evef y mcnith in the year ; this month the 
people are to be eaten up by the French in flat bot- 
tomed boats , the bj tU^^ f9ldiers defigned to 
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beat the French back now the people are going to 
jump dpwn . the gulf of luxury ; and now nothing - 
kwt'.aii h^n^g iublcdprionican fifh them up again. 
Tiime pafleson i-xhe repont proves faUei; , new cir- 
^pfuftanoeft ' produee^oew changes^ but the' people 
MveT'Chttnge, they are perfevering in folly. 

Jn other countries, tliofe bodiiitr poliiicians would 
be left to fret over their own Iciieiiies alone, und 
grow fplenetic without hopes of infc^iiing others ; 
hot fingland ieems to be the verjt neffion where 
i|il«ett miights to dwell : a man net only can give 
an unboiinScd fcope to the difovder iohimfelf^ but 
ttiay^'if he pleafes, propagate it over the whole 
kingdom, with a certainty of fuccefi. He has only , 
to cry out, that the government, the ^overnmerjt is 
all wrong, that their fchemes are leading to ruin, 
that Britons are no more, every good member ot* 
the commonwealtli thinks it hi&duty^ in fuch a cafe^ 
to f kplpre the univerfal'decadence with fy mpathet- 
ie ibrnow,' ami, by fiihcying tiie coo^tutkn in a 
decay, abfolutely to impair its vigour. 

This people would laughs at my fimplicity, fliould 
1 advife them to be leis fanguine in harbouring 
^omy predicftioDS^ and examine coolly before they 
attempted to vomplain. 1 have jnfl: heard a ilory, 
whieh, dioughtraniadtodma-pdvate family > ferves 
very well todeicribethe'befaavioiir of the whole na- 
tion, in cafes of threatened calamity. As there are 
public, fo there are private incendiaries here. One 
of the laft, either for the aimsiement of his friends, 
ortdtUvert a&4»f the/fpleen; lately icnt a thr^t- 
<ei»ligjm^ to>a wbrthjr.faimly 'ia my neigjhboiir* 

hocid^M thiMficQft* ' t* 

Shr-^Knowing yon to be very rich, and finding 

myfelfto be very poor, I think proper to inforut 

you, that I have learned the fecrct of poifoning man, 

woman and child, without danger of detecTtion. 

I>o»'t be unekfy. Sir, yoii may take your choice of ^ 

being poAibned in a fortnight; oi^ .poiibned ia. a. 

L 1 
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inoiuh^ or poifoned in fix weeks ; you fhall have full 
time to fettle your affairs. Though I am poor, i 
love to do things like a gcnUeman. But^jbir, you 
niuft die ; I.Jiave determined it Avitbin my .4»wa 
breail diac.yoa niuft die. filood^ Sin^* blood 18 my^ 
Urade ; la 1 could wi(h yon mpodIcI this jday fix. weekk 
take leave of your friends, wife and family, for I 
cannot poffibly allow you longer time. To con- 
vince you more certainly of ihe power of my art, 
by which you may know 1 fpeak truth, take this 
letter when you have read it, tear off the feal, fold 
it up and give it to your Dutch mallift that SX9 by 
the fire ; he wiUfwallow it. Sir, JUke- a .butteifed 
toaft ; in three hours four minutes aftierhe«hastak«' 
en it, he will attempt to bite off his own tongu«, and 
half an hour after buril afundcr in twenty pieces. 
Blood, blood, blood ; fo no more at prefent from, 
^ir, your moit obedient, moff devoted humble fer- 
▼ant, to command, xill daatli^^' . 

Yoiim^y eafily imagihe the confl:ematioo» ioto 
which this letter threw the. whole geod-iidttered fat» 
inily. The poor man to whom it was addreilcd was 
the more furprifed, as not iinowing how he couJdl 
iJverit fiich inveterate malice. All the friends of i he 
family were convened ; it was utiiverfally agreed 
that it was.a m oft terrible affair, aud that- the gov* 
ernment ihould be'lblictted to offer a reward aud-a 
pardon : a fellow of tiiis hind/Would goiMUpoifanhig. 
family after family ; and it was impoflible to fay- 
where the deftrudtion would end. In purfuan.ce of» 
thele determinations, the government wasappliedi 
ta ; ftric^fearch was made afterilbeiufendiary, but. 
all in vain. At lait| tiierefore, tbiey racoUe<3edithat. 
the experimetic was not yet>tided lapon (h^.dog ; the • 
* Dutch mmftifr was-liroiight up, and placed. In the 
midil of the friends -and- relations, the feal: vras toriir 
off, the pacquet folded up with carie, and foon they 
found, to the grsat furprife o f allr^iliftt i the j 
would not eat the ld(ter«. iidicui, i..^* /t..; jityJ 
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, . . To ine fame. 

i' HAVE frequently been amazed at ike ignorance 
lOf -alnioft all the Enropcw travellers who ba\e 
pMe^tttted %iny confider^ble way Eallward into Alia. 
Tifaty .have beem influenced either by motives of 
cimirtrerce or piety, and their* accounts are loch as 
might reafonably be expedUd fi oni men of very 
narrow or very prejudicetl etiucation^ the diiitat^sof 
ibperfthion, or the reiuU of ignorance. li is not 
iteprifing, that in fuch a variety of adventurers, not 
Mi»)fiiigltt 'phik>ff»pber ihould be found ; for ^ to 
d^tfttVels of GtmelU, the learned are long agreed, 
that the whole is but an impodtire* 
• >There is (carce any country, how rude or imcnl- 
tivated foever, where the inhabitants are not polic li- 
ed of foroe peculiar fecrets, .either m nature or art, 
9tlticb might 4>e'ti(anfplaiKed with fuccefe $ in ^ibe- 
riftta'T'artary, .foi^'inilanee, the natives extratfta 
itnmg fpirif fnonr* milk^ w4bieh is a fetret probably 
wAfcrottF!^ to theidiymiftsMof Europe, hi ilie molt 
f.ivage parts of India, thoy ai'e pollelled of ihc i'ccret 
of dyins: vegetp.ble fubRances fcarlet ; and of rcTin- 
in» lead inio metal, whi<iii, forhinxlnefs and colour, 
is littkt interior to itlver ; nod: one of which iecrets 
but would in Europe.make a suaAi's fortune. 1 he 
power of the Afiatics in producing winds, or bring* 
ing down rain, the Europeans are apt to treat as 
fabulous, becanfe thev h;ue no inllanccs of the hke 
nature among ihem('<^)ves ; but they would have 
treated tlic Iecrets of gunpowder and the mariner's 
cbmpi^ir&in the fame manner, had they been told 
the.Cfaine&^ufed fuch art^.before tlie invention va9 
coniin0n witbjth«mfelv«9at)lio«i«^* I 
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Of all the EngRfli iShtlofophcrs, T riioflf feverttifcc 
Bacon, that great and hardy cenius ; iie k is who 
alloy's of fecreiB yettmhnowA'; wiio, undaumetf^ 
the fcemhig difiicnkicfs'that oppofe, prompts liimi^n 
.curiofity to examine every part of nature, nnd even 
exhorts nnn to try whether he cannot i'ubjccit the 
temped, the thunder, and even earthquakes to hu- 
- man concroul : O i did a man of' his dikrij^g'f^rh] of 
his genias, penetratioli> and lei!iniSiig,tflivid'to thoSs 
cotintrxes, which haw been Tifited ortl^^ bydie^fh^ 
perflitiouB and mercenary, what* nn^ght itot tAanlc^ 
ejcpeA ? how would he enlighten the regions lo 
M'liich he travelled ? Aud what n variety of know- 
ledge and nfeinl improvement would he not bring 
biick in exchanrrc ?. ' ^ 

Tiicrcis probably no country fb barbai^us, that 
%9oM notdifdoTe all it* ItneW^ if k i^^^^ 
^he tfaveilep eqa! vafent infbinMtim ; fati i^ttm apt 
to think, that a perfbn> who was ready to giveitroi e 
knowledge than he -received, would be welcome 
wherever he came. All liis care in travelling (honld 
only be to fuit his inter 2(ftual banquet to thepeople 
with whom he converfed i^ hefhotild^ot attenlptto 
reach the unlettered Tart^ 'affrdMmjr'^ isofyetrhit^ 
ftra A the polSter Cfainefe in. tbe-radeif dit^- t>r ftiUtftr 
cnce ; he fhould ende&^bnr to improve the Barbari* 
an in the fecrets of living comfbrtaWy ; and the ins- 
habitant of a more refined country, in the fpecula- 
live pleafures of (cimce. How much more nobly 
<weulcl a philofoper,' tliOB ^employed, ;Q)e&d his time^ 
than by fitting atfeomMaracltiy4iicefiCii{ioi|iaddi8g 
tone ftar more to his catalogue, oron^mdn^^tChlns 
colleaion ; or (till, Jf polftble, • fflcte triflingly fedc- 
lous in the incatenation of fleas, or the fculpture of 
a cherry Hone. ' '* * ' ' ' ^ v : 

* I never confider this' fubje<ft without being fur- 
prifcd how none of thofeibcieticsfiskMiulably eftab* ^ 
htaed in England^ for the protnotion of arul .^and 
^earning, have xysrw ^tbonght < of i*endiiig qnrof 



r4tfi?/¥?eml?cr» i«ia tiiftwft.cancrn parts of Afia, 
to make, wUat idUcovcries Ix; \v^s.»Vle, To he con- 
rt>i^ced ot the utility of, fych. an undertaldiig, let 

^.^hein but v^^mI the relations of their own tra\dler8. 
. ]^ >vi)l be there found, that they are as often deceiv- 
tlwauleiv«&, as ihe^j auf;iiipt ileccive others.* 

^^b^ fi^ercham^ tfili us perhaps the 'price of different 

-^q^po^uies, tbe «»flbod5 of baling them up, and 
»^ gropeicflt manner for au European U) prefcrve 
iis health in the country. The iniffioner, on the 
jOther hand, infoinis us, with what pleafure the coun- 
try to which lie was fent^ embraced Chrillianity, 
and the numbers he convetied ; what methods he 
took tojicep Lent iu a rp^QU where there w as no 
fiOj^ or ^be.lbU'is h^-xfiade to celebrate the rites of 
ybjfi reUgion^ in placea vrhere there nvasneithei* bread 
^or wine ; fuch accounts, with the ufuel appendage 
of marriages and funerals, infcriptions, rivers and 
mountains, makeup the whole of an European tra- 
!i^eyer's diaiy.i but jag to all the fecreis of which. the 
4ft)habiMuits are^Qeffed,^ ihofe aiQe uniyerfalljf aitr,i- 
.'huted to magic and wbea tbei^a^Uer ' can give 
.no odijex ac€;ouiu of the wonf(e^^ be fees. perform* 
-edj he very contentedly afcrib^ lbV;m to ue pow- 
.er of the devil. 

It was an ufual obfervation of Boyle, the Englifli 
;^hx»^t,ihat. iiq^cfy r3^^:ui\ would but diilcover what 
^qw.,pb^r,v^tions^c<v^f4?9 bhn.jiithe eserdfe of 
(ra4^pbi)9%>hy ;Woul4 ijbance gain.innnmera* 
.^^f Jqiprovem^nta* ; It may be.4ibf^ved, vrixh ftiU 
*8Wlcr juftic^y .tbat if the ufeful knowlcd^ge of 
^ftVjffy country, hcyvlbevcr barbarous, was gleaned 
a judicious obferver, the advantages would be in- 
i^itimaljle. /^i e iherfi99t^ p\€{u in Europe, many ufc- 
ful inventions known, or pracftifed bitf in one place? 
T)^ jihlbr^men^ » as an exapiiple, for cutting down 
ftprqin Germany, is mueh lEuiare handy and expedi- 
ti^DSy in ro^ opinion, than the fickle u fed in J£n- 
gUnd. ^ Ik^ <iii^fiv and expeditions uianner of mak- 
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ing vinegar whhoiit prevlow fehnentation» is-^fumh 
.only in a part of France. If lliclr dHcbveriea^theHe- 
fore, remain to He ttio^n ht home, iWiat fcdids of 

knowledge niJglit not be oolledled in countries yet 
"Unexplored, or only pafled through by ignorant 

'.travellers in hafty caravans. * ' 

*; The 'caution with tvbich foreigners aro\ritfei^^ 

'in Afia/'ntajr be icUedgedas an objecSiOiv titr^likili 
d^fign/ But hdW^ l^eMiW hdfe ft^ral Cimpclta 

[jnerchntifs fbtii^dP fdmiffioh' Info re0om ttte ^aoft 

'fufpec^Hiig, under ihe chara<5ler of Sanjapins, or 
northern pilgrims > to fuch^ not even Chin^ ^ticlf 
denies accefs, ' ' ^ • . . , »: 

" To fend out a traveller, properly qualified for 
th^e^purp'ofes^ miglft be an obje^ of national ccmu 
HcrA' i JC'troold in Ibirrefne^fuYe repair the^ireichte 
Aade 6)1^ amUfion ; ancf migbrftew rfaar-diercvvvM 

ft ill fome who boafted a greater name than that of 
j)atriots, who profeffed themfelves lovers of men. 
The «n]y difficulty would remain in chnfing a pro- 
per perfon for fo arduous ^n enterprize. He ihould 
w fliati of 'a philofopfaicdl turn, oiie^pr to dedaoe 
cdnfequiriees of generial utiUty from' panieukir oe- 
Iftthtdceii, tfi^eriVolKm witb peMg nwhMmiA 
fif^pfi^Atce, neither wedded to* one^pafrtioiilar^iyr- 
tem nor inftrudled only in one particuMr fcience,- 
neither wholly a botanift nor quite an antiquarian'; 
his mind Ihould be tinftured with mifcellaneous 
knowledge, and his manners hilnianized by an 
intercoorle with ritta'.*- He ibofold bej iiribmemeiEl- 
Are, an enthafiaft to^h^ iicfigh % 'fbii€l of b-i^n^ 
<rom*-a^ rapid -imagination, antf iim9t(i^Mttr^ 
change ; furnilhen with a body capable of fuftairt- 
ing every fatigue, titrd an heart not eafily terrified 
atdau^cr«' Adieis.'' • ' 
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y?VNE of the principal tafks I had propofed to iriy- 
KJ felf on my arrival here, was to become acquaint- 
ed with the names and characters of ihofenow liv- 
{tig> who^ as Icbolara or wits, had acquired the great* 
fcrft iiiare of reputation. In order to fncceed in this 
'dofign> 1 fancied the fureft method would be to 
gin my en^niry among the*igfiorant^ that his'fame 
Avould be greateit, which was loud enough to be 
heai d by the vulgar. Thus i^redifpofed, I began 
.^hfe fearcli, but only went in queft of difappointment 
«ndperplexil^» I found every diftrid^ had a Pe- 
culiar famOnsxaan of its own. Here the ftory-rel- 
Ivekg ftoTOi^cnr kad rengrofied .tJtie admiration on 
-foie fide (tf the ftre^>.wiiH^ tb0 Ifelhiiail, who ex* 
kvllei^. ^ a catch, wasr in qiitet pof^ffion pf the oth- 
er. At one end of a lane, the fexton was regarded 
as the greateft man alive ; but I had not travelled 
iialf itsJength^ till I found an enthufiaft teacher 



adiviceiii this affirfr t ft was tmc,^ obfervedjp.thnt 
cA^w:t$n6 judge, bntfttf knew wh^ pleaft^hefleTf^ 

mid if I would reft upon her judgment,! fhbuld fet 
down Tom Cojlins as the moft ingenious man in the 
world, for Tom w^s able to take off all mankind, 
.and iinitatey b^fides, a fow and pigs to perfedlionl 
•.r'I'ndW pdTifeived^ that taJuBg my ftandard of re- 
pniemtiaii ^flMni^tbe^lgarVpuld fwell my catalogue ' 
ei; griat names flbo^e the fize of a Cotirt Calender ; 
I therefore difcontSnucd this method of purfuit, and 
fefolved td profecutemy enquiry into that ufual re* 
fidence of fame, a bookfeller's ihop. In confequence 

this I etftreated the ^ bookftUob to let me ki^o w 
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^ho wire tbey vho now inad«. (be greajteCi:. j^gpf f 
either in morals, wic^ or learning. . Without giving 
me a direft anf^er, be pulled a pampUIet froni the 

ihelf, The Toiti.'^* j'Jit.orficy' s CuiJi ; uiC-i e, Sir, cries 
he, there's a loiich for}' mi, fji'icen huuured of thejQs 
moved olf in a day ; 1 lake tiie author of tliis pam^ 
phlety eitiier tur title, pretace, plan; bgdy, or^ i^^Cf^ 
to be the qompleieit jiandti^] E^gl^^cl* 1 C'^unid jit 
vain to prolecute my enquiry wheve niy jaformer 
appeared ip incompetent a judge of nieru ;,.fo, x^^» 
ing for the "toung A^turntiy^ Cuidi^ \vhicli£CH>d mauj 
UCTS obliged me to buy, I walked off. 
^ My purluit afier famous men now brought me 
into a print fliop. K$;re^ t^oi^ght I, the painter on* 
ly xefie<rts the public voice. As (every jDoan, whpi dct 
ferved it had .formerly his ilature placed up In the 
Roman Forum, fo here probably the pictures of none 
but fuch as merit a place in bur afFedtions are held 
up for public fale. But guefs my fui prife when I 
came to examijie this dcpolitory of noted faces ; all 
diitlnctions were levelled here, as In the grave, 
and 1 could not but regard.it 9S trbe catagoinb, of r^ 
al merit*, iTho brickduft span took up as.moch room 
as tlie krnncbeoned hero, and the judge W9$ elbowed 
by the thieC taker s . quacks, pimps^ and buffoons 
eiicreafed thevgronpe, and noted (Vallioiis only made 
room for more noted w hores. I had read the works 
of Tome of the moderns previous ro my coming to 
f)i^'gland with delight luid app;LgUaUon, but 1 fuv^^l 
UilErir faces had^no {)]ace.^ei;e, i.rhe wall^ ;iiKtf^^i:fir 

or had end^^voureq.^^o f^gUyy^Vi^ th^ ^^h^p]^ 
advertiuog thing^;of..a d^y, ,\yJko ba^^jforced. tjie^- 
' ftlves into fafhion> biU npc into/ame : t.CQuld re^d 
at the bottom of jfQ^e,pic[ij^r.^, the names of**, 
and *f *^^nd ****,.an .eqnally.^andi^iUes for thq 

blufhing fyce^ Aipoi^U^i^^ . i My.; uueaftiwft, ^tj^eij^ 
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the nnmbei% wnsnoNv changed into congrntnlation 5 
1 could not avoid rcflecfting on the iine obfervation 
hf Tacitus jotti-^afimilar occafii^ii. In ihis cavalcade 
^fiiatt^/; cries the/'hiftorian^ neither tte pidtinw 
^b^SnofuSy Gafffiosj'i^or.Cato^ were tobe freiiy eo,ela- 
fhrhs'*qu'ra'*i0tagm9s ef^rthn non defertbattiuri their 
ifefericd being the ftroiigelt proof of their merit. 
** Ir is in vain, cried ], to feek for irne gieatnefs a- 
mong ihefe rnonnments of the unburied dead ; lec 
iiie go aoiong the tombs of thole who^nre confeiiedly 
. iatii0U8/asid (ee if'any^have been lately <Iepolited 
tlTexe who deic^*ve the'att€btio»Qf^]>e(lerjty^ xaoA 
jvhoife. names may be traiifmittbd.'te. my diiUiit 
fi'ierid-^ a» ahliononr to the prefent age. Deterftiih* 
ed it: my purfuir, 1 paid a fecond vifit to Weftniinfter 
Abbev. There 1 found feveral new monuments 
rrcifted to the njemory of feveral great itien 5 ihe 



ti^dH rememberthai RonUlUewaa the ilAt wcy 
t^ed'thetn; . *I could *net.faelp\ikiSing at^tiv^o sM^ 
•iiimaefMifk^-m^ flee, of evhkB pHaiied 

the'deceafed for heiti^^ ortus ex aniiqua jl 'irpCj the 
t)ther commended the dead^ becaufe banc ade?7i futs 
fnmubus readificavit : the^greateil merit of one con- 
Iftfted in his^^ being defceiidtd fromau illttArious 
^loufe^ tll(e ckieiT'dfftinifti'anof thicoifate^r that lie 
'had^ ph>pped-np .aa- <dd dumle' tkftt was faUiitg. 
Aias^ tSAty eited-Jy^-liitli jnomlmems lis ithefe confer 
-honotir not upon the great Jiie% i .but upon little 
Roubillac. 

• "Hitherto difappointed in my enqniry after the 
great; of the prelent age, I was refolved to mix in 
company, and try ^lat 1 could learn among critics 
in '^ofFee-faoufes y and here it was that 1 heard my 
«favonrite names talked of even with inverted fame. 
A gentleman of exalted merit, as a writer, was 
branded in general terms as a bad man ; another 
of exquifite delicacy, as a poet, reproached for 
wanting gpod Mlure 1 a third was accufed of free- 
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thinking ; and a fourth of having once been n play- 
er, i Strange^ cried i, liow.unjuit are mankind iu 
tbc 'dillribntion of fame s the ignorant, ainoilg 
jwhom i fotghc at iirtt, were fwilling to grant, but 
incapable of diftinguifhing the virtues ot tbofe who 
defcrved it ; among thofe I now conrerfc with, they 
know the proper objctfis of admiration; butaxix eiivy . 
with applaufe. I - ■ i * • r.-v r*'- :' *. 
* ^ Difappointed«fo often, Lwas now rcfolved to exat* 
ffiine thofe characTters in)mfiih.Qf. whom the world* 
italkec^ lb freely ; by converfing ."with men. of. real 
imerit, I b^gsin to find out jcfaote cfaarafterB wfaiok 
Tcally deferved^ thon^ they ft rove to avoid ap^ 
plaufe, I found the ^'ulgar admiration entirely 
mifplaced, and malevolence without its IHng. The 
truly great, polielied of numerous fniall faults, and' 
ihining virtues, prefer Ve. a (bbdime iii.niorais a&ia* 
'Nvriting;' • Thcjy .who have attained an excellence in 
cither^, comnikh immbevlieift tranigretfions obfisrvabid 
CO tlieAieaaiBft'tinderftahiiling. ' The igimrautcriRo 
and dull rematker:canTcadifyipy.blemilhe3 in dec** 
qucnce or morals, whofe feniiments are not faftici- 
ently elevated to obferve a beauty ; but fuch are' 
judges. neitheti of. books nor of life ; they can dimi^^^ 
aiiih no folidr reputatSan by their cenfm^e^inorbeftow^ 
jala^king.clntouS^r by.ftheiclsi{ipTattfe>: in* ihdrt; i 
.> 43mnd Iby my fe«t5chj|ithdt fitolv'onlyican ^confer real 
I ] f ahie Mipon f ochess, > iwho ba^e (merit .thcmfcWet to 
Ii defeive it; 'Adienv ':: » :i : : 1 * • i 

• * 
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TUE&E are nmnfaerlers employments 'in thei 
courta of the eaftern monarchs^ utterly tin «r 
prsfiftiled'and unknown in Europe/ They have 
HO fuch officers, for hirtance, as the Empet-or's car 
tickler, or tooth«picker ; tliey have never introduc-- 
ed at the courts the Mandarine appointed to bear 
d&e royal tobacco* box, or the' grave diretHor of the 
Imperial recreations, in the fcraglio; Yet l am fur^ 
piifed tbaethej'EngUiii'faave.imitaced iisjn nmie of 
tbeieparticnlars^artitey&re generally plenfed vriih 
every thing that comes from China, and cxceflively 
fond of creating new and nfeleis employments. 
They have filiecl thejr houfes with onr funiiture/ 
Ib^ir poblicgardens with our iire works, anditheii" 
tery pond^ with our fiQx ; our courdersy my friend;: 
are ^tkerAAi^ and thefornkure tbcjrihould ha^e* 
imported i-'Ourrcottrtiers w.ould £11 up thchedsfiaTy 
ceretnoniea of 'a coui't bMter'than thoie. of Europe^ 
woukl-be contented v>ith receiving large falaries for 
doing little, whereas Ibme of this country are at* 
preient difcontented though they receive large fa* 
laries for doing nothing; . i ! ' . 

. '.liiately^s therefore^ Jiad thoughts of pubUihing « • 
pnopo(a9rlwtey for the achsiiffign of ibtne new .ealiem 
ofifaces an^^ridesisnlotHeii^cQmtifegiflion • AsJ con^^* 
fider myfelf in the.ligbt of a coitiicipoHte; 1 find as 
mtch fatisfadlion in icheming for the countries in 
which I happen to jreiide^ as for that in nvhichl 
was born. 

Tbte fin^d apartments in the palace of Pegu,* are. 
fi«equtotiyiiiifefted ipritb rata, a^heie tlito religion 
of the Country ftrhiUif fbnbidft'tbe ipeople. Uf.Mill. 
Ip Cuch i:ircuu»It^9es^^ihejceixN:^^ they are obliged 
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to have recourfe to fome great man of the court, 
who is willing to free the royal apartments, even 
at the hazard of Ins ufalvatibn. After a weak 
monarch's reign, the quantity of conrt vermin in 
every corner of the palace is Airprifing ; but a pm- 
dent king and a vigilant officer foon drives them mm 
their ^an<fluaries behind the mattstand the tapellry^ 
and effecflually frees the court. Such an officer in 
England, would, in my opinion, be ferviceabte at 
this jumSlure ; for if, as I am told, the paiace be 
old> much vermin muft 'nRdoul)tedly««liav« 'taOLettf 
refuge bdiiind tfae.wainfcot atld hangings;} •jAtjuinlf^ 
tet ihotdd; therefore, he.inm£fced.'witiL«he title aad^ 
dignity of coiirt vermin killer \ he fhould haivc ftrfl 
power either to banifh, take, poifon, or dtfftroyf 
them, witli enchantments, traps, ferrets or ratibane. 
He might be permitted to brandiibiiis befom witiiont 
remorfe, and brufli.doWn- every part of the fumi-'' 
tqre, without* fparing a fiugte cofawefa> liowewef 
iacred by long^ prefcripticdr* « ' I cohnnQnikated thi9 
propoial fome days ago in a company of tise firtt 
diftiniflion, and enjoying the moit honourable of-: 
fices of the ftate. Aniong the number were the in* 
fpeiflor of Great Britain, Mr. Henriques the direc- 
tor of the Miniftry, Ben. Vicftor tliertreafurer, John 
laockman the ftcretary/^and the coodniftor ox the 
Imperial Magazine. They all ^cqniefted in tbre 
utility of -my propofal, but vvere appr^enfire itf 
might meet with fome obftrudrions from. court up- 
bolllerers and chambermaids^ who would objecfl to 
i^ from the demolition of the furniture^ .and. the* 
danjf^emas.nieofiierretsandTatfoaJie.': ' 't 
' My nemptypefal is rather- More general than tbcr 
fecmer,. ana might probably meet with lefi oppo^ 
tion. Though no people in the world flatter eachr 
other more than the Eriglifh, I know none who un- 
derftand the art lefs, and flatter with fuch little re- 
finement. Their panegyric, like a Tartar feaft, is 
ihdeed ferved np with prpfiatfigay^ bat cheiri^ cookery 

« 
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iofupportable. A client here fliall drefs up a fri- 
U^ifee for lii^p^tron,. that ihajl offeiul an ordinary 
HQi^ hef9re it alters the room* ^ tpwn (hall fend 
tjf her acl4refs tp a gr^at miniiter, v^icb fball prove 
at once a fatire on the jiiiniffer gncj themfelvcs. If 
the favourite of the day fits or Hands, or fleeps, there 
are poets to "put it into verf'e^ and pridls to preach 
it in the pulpit. In order, therefore, to free both 
jhofc >vho praife, and.^bofe who are prajfed, .from 
a duty prpbably difagreeable to both^ 1 v^puld con.* 
^itutq profeiie4 flatterers her.e as in ieyer^l toiirts 
.of India. Thefe arc appointed in the poprt? of their 
princes to infbud: tiie people wliere to exclaim with 
^diniration, and where to lay an einphafis of prail'e. 
But c^iiic.er of^tliis kind is always in waiting when 
the emperor f^.onyerfes in u fatnUiar inan,ner among 
his rfijas and f^thfst nobility. At f very fenteoce^ 
!when theristpnar.ch paoies^ an/d finiles at what he 
Jias been faying, the Karamajnian, gs this officer is 
/Galled, is to take it for granted, that his niajcfty has 
^ jfaid a good it^iing^ Upon which he cries out Kara- 
i^at ! ka^amat 1 a tnira^le 1 a m]ra<;le ! and throws 
np,l^is hands,. and hjs 'eyesin an ecftacy. This is 
/e^pedf^ ,ihi;. conrtiers aroundy 'while the emperor 
i^ts a.]l ti)is time in iiill^n fatisfaiflion, enjoying the 
firiunxph of his joke, or iludying a new repartee, 
w. I would have fuch an officer placed at every great 
leap's table in England. By frequent prai^ticc, 
^^bc ibgn become a perfeiH ^nafter of the art^ and 
in.timf^ would turn out ple^ng to his patron, no 
way tronUelbme to hiiufelf, and might pre.yent the 
naufeons attempts of many more ignorant pretend- 
ers. The clergy here, 1 am convinced, would relifli 
this propofal. It would provide places for feveral 
of them. And indeed, by fome of their late ])ro« 
du<Sfions» many appear to have qualified themfeWes 
as candidates for this office already. 

But my laft propolal I take to be of the utmoft 
importance. Our neighbour, theempreis of Ruiha^ 

M m 
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has, you may remember, inftituted an order of Te* 
male knighrhood. The emprels of Germany has 
alio inlliiuted another; the Chinefe have had fuch 
an order time iinmetnorial. 1 am amazed the Efi* 
glifh haire never come into** fueh an inditution. 
When I confider virhat kind of men are made knightd 
here^ it appears ftraiige, that they have never c6n* 
f erred this honour upon women. They make cheefe- 
mongers and paftry cooks knights ; then why not 
their wives i They have called up tallow-chandlers 
to maintain the h^dy profelHon of chivalry and 
arms ; then why not their wives I Haberda&el^ 
are fworn, as 1 Aippofe all knights mnft be fworb^ 
never to fiy in ttma of intllay or battle^ to mahitain and 
uphold the noble ejlate of Chivalry with horje^ harniflye^ 
and other knightly hub'tlh/ientK Haberdafhers, 1 lay J 
are fworn to all this, then why not their wives^ 
Certain I am, tlieir wives nnderttand ficrfating and 
feats of mellay and battlie lietter than tlaey ; and as 
forknighrly horfe and hamiDie^ it is proteitile^ both 
know nothing more than thcharnefs of a one horle 
chaife. No, no, my friend, ihftead of conferring 
any order upoii the huibands, I would knight iheir 
M^ives. However, the ftate ihbuld Hot be troubled 
ivith a new iniUtntion upon this occaiioti. Some 
ancient^ exploded order might be revived, >pvhfcH 
Vronld fiirnifli both a motto and a name ; the ladies 
might be permitted to chnfe for them Tel ves. There 
are, for inftance, the obfolete orders of the Dragon 
in Germany^ of the Rue in Scotland, and the Por- 
cupine in France, an well founding names, and very 
applicable to my intended finnale inftitntiop. A* 
dieu. 
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LETTER CX, 

# 

■ « 

To the fa?ue. ' 

RELIGIOUS fedlft in England far more nu- 
merous than in China* Every man, who bag 
ititereft enough to hire a conventicle here, may fet 

up for hinilelf and fell ofT a new rcJigioi). The 
fellers of the neweft pattern at prefent give extreme 
^ood bargains, and lei their difciples have a greac 
^tal of.qQDfidence fo):.vei'y little money, ^heir 
)|ho|is 9rfs much frequented^ and their cuftomera 
«very flay encreafing i for people are nattu*a1Iy 
.fond of going to Paradifib at as fuiall expence as 
jjoffible 

. Yet you muft not conceive this modern fec^ as 
|^iiferi^«g in opinion from tlxofe of tbe cflabliibed 
/;-e1igioii : diiTcrc^ice ^1} opinioti^ indeed^ formerly 
divided, their, fjeci^ries, and ibmetinics drevv their « 
armies to tlie field. White gowns and black man* 
xles, flapped hats and crofs pocket holes, were once 
the obvious caiifes of quarrel ; men then had fonie 
^reafons for fighting, tlicy knew what they fought 
jalbout i but at prefent they are arrived at fuch re- 
•ItiMfent in religion- making, that they have acftually 
ffq^uied a new iciS^ without a new oj^inion ; they 
.quarrel for opinions jchey both equally defend ; 
they hare each other^ .apd that is ail the djlFcrence 
})etwcen tlieiu. 

^ But liiovgh tiieir principles are the fame, iheir 
.pracfYice is fomewhat different. Thofe of the 
4Htabii4^ed religion laugh when they are pleaibd^ 
and their groans are ieldom extorted but by pain or 

dariger. The new fec% on liie contraiy, weep for 
iheir amnfeinent, and ufe liulc iiuific, e>;cc]^t a 
chorus of figbs ^ud groans, or ^unes ijiat are made 
jiQ iinitii»e gxq^Ti\\\gf . ^L^auglner ip, their aveffion ; ' 
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lovers court each other from the Lamentations ; the 
biiJegrooiii approaches the nuptial couch in for- 
lowtui foieinuhy, aiid the bride looks inore difmal 
than an unJercaker's 0iop. Dancing rouiltl the 
loom is^ with them; running in a diredl line to the 
devil; and as for gaming, though but iiijeft, they 
^vouW Tooner pLiy with a rattle fnakc's tail thaji 
iiiiger a tiice-box. " 

liy thib linie you perceive that I am defcribing a 
I'etS. of entliulialls, aiul you have already compared 
'iheni with the Faquirs, firauiins, and Taldpoins of 
the £ait. Anioii^ thefe, you knoW, are gaiei'atibUB 
ihartiavc been never known to fmile, and-voltiiitirry 
affllvftion makes up all the merit they can boaft of. 
Enthufiai'ni in every country produces the fame 
clfec'^is : iUck the Faquir with phis, or confine the 
Bramui to a vermin hofpital, fpread the Tdla^ioiii 
on' the groundi or load the fcdlary's brow with'cou- 
cricion ; tbdfe werrfliipper^ 'who diibin-d the l^ht it 
reafon ar^ ever gloomy; their fears* • iikrreafe* i A 
- proportion to their ignorance, as men are continu- 
ally n ruler apprehenlions who walk in darknefs. 

Yet there is Itili a itronger reafon for the emhu- 
fiaft'fi bein^ an enemy, to laughter, namely, h5s 
being htmlelf fo proper an obje<ft forridicole. It il 
remarkable, that the propagators of falfe dodlf^in^ 
iiave ever' been averfe to mirth, and always bcga^ 
by recommending gravity, when they iutciided to 
diiieminate impoiture. liohi, the idol of China, is 
'reprefented as having never laughed ; Zoroailer^ 
the leader of the Bramins, is fasd to have laughed 
but twice, upon his coming into the world, and upon 
his leaving it ; and Mahomet himfelf, though k 
lover of plcafure, was a protelied oppofer of gaiety. 
Upon a certain occaiiou telling his followers, that 
they would all appear naked at the reCurrecftion, his 
favourite wife reprefented fnch an aiicmbly as im*- 
Biodett and ufiibecotning. Fbolifli woman, cried the 
grave prophet^ chovigh the vhefe ^ettUy- be intked 
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ipft'Ultit^ defy, they (balllurre. for^dttoif Itollavgh. 
Pllten like him oppofcd ridiculfe',i*becrrBfe tUcy line^ 

'it to be a niofl formidable anragonift, and preached 
4»p gravity^ to conceal iheir own want ot iinport- 
•aiice. ■ ■ ' "* ^ ' ■ ' '* ' ■ " ' 

• Ridicule has ever been* the nioH: powerful ejieniy 
of emiitifiafitij aiid' properly* tiie'<on]y * anragoTiitt 
tbae cii& he c^^fed cosh -vntk Tuccefe.-^ PerfeGutiofit 
Wly- iervos ta propagate new religions'; theyJae- 
qnire frefh vigour beneath the- executioner and ihe 
;ixe, and like foine vivacious infecfls, multiply by 
dilleiflion. it is alfo impofiiblc to combat cmhiifi- 
afni with reaion, for though it makes a iliew of re< 
fiftance, it foon eludes ilie prefliire, Vefei s yoii 
4iftin^i6n9 ndt- to be tttiderfiood, .ia^nd feelings 
which it cannot explain. A man who wculd endeu« 
vour to fix an enthufiaft by argnment, might ns well 
attempt to fpread quicklilver wiih his fingers. The 
only way to conquer a vilionary, is to-delpi^e liini ; 
the itake^ the iaggot^ and the dil'puting dodor, ia 
foaie meafure, ennoble the opinions they are brought 

- to oppofe i tliiy are barmleis againft innovating 
pride i contempt alone is truly dreadful. Hunteis 

.generally know tlte moft 'vnlherable part of the 
bcaft they piuTue, by the care which every aninuil 
takes to deieiul the (ide which is weakelt; on what 

' jQ'lc the enthufialV is nioft vulnerable -may be* known 
by the tare whichjhe t-akeft^in the- beginnihrg^'to WOl'k 
his difciples iatd gravity; '^and gu«rd thcm iagdihft 

' the power ridi<stt]<i ' t .» ir.ii.t. i 

• 'When Philip the fecond was king of Spain; thefe 
was a cont^ft in Salamanca, between two orders of 
friars for faperiprity. The legend of one fide cot- 
tained more extraordi^ry mirac1e^>;bat th^'leg^rid 

the othe* beckoned' nWft abtbeAtiCri «4-They 
«i»eViled ^ each'ota^ep, 'as<itf aifdal JlrdKlp^iDlfeS' of divf»^« 
tyi tlife people" Were dti^Hed ibWfaAion^, and a 
•«vil war appeared unavoidable. In order toprevent 

fuch an iminineac calamity^ the conibatants were 
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. .prevailed upon to fuUimt tb^r.hgiai^t^l^^ 

inal, zn^ lim vbioft cApM foiih ii9tQiidiadi3»«f|lfe 
' fire wa«p to ;JiaTie irtie.3iu<3bry/ and to h€ fa^M^i^d 
' -i|pith a Vjonbb fhar^ of revocence. Wheu^ve? clie 
people flock to fee a miracle, it is an hundred to 
one but that they fee a miracle ; incrediblc,,aherje. 
fore, were the nuni hers that w«r« gatheredr'»0Qlhi 
upon tliitf occafipn L tlJL^ friats on each fide appjroacj^* 
* tdy and CDnfi^eintJy.^brew tlmr refpeOiw^e; jeg^ijirfs 
'into the flmios^ . yhm lof ! jo the im^r idifappwH- 
jneutof aH tte>aflemMy^ infteadx>f a mir^cli?, both 
legends wcfre eonfumed. JNothiiig but rhi9, turning 
both parties into contempt^could have prevented tine 
cffufion of blood. The people now laughed at ihw 
former £^}}'j, and wottdcred ^hy they fell:.4MiY« 
Adieu: '',;:/. V. , / .r / . » 
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THE Bng^ifii ari» at prefent employed in cele* 
brating a feaft, which becomes gejieral every 
.fcven th year ; the parliament of the nation being 
then difliblved^ and another appointed to be chofen. 
This iblemnity falls infinitely ^rt of onr feaft of 
thet lamborns in- magmfiofBce aod fplendour i it is 
alfo fiirpaffie^ (by. others of tbe eaft in. unanimity and 
pure^ devotion^ but no feitival in the world can com- 
pare^ (with it for eating. Their eating indeed a- 
mazes me : had 1 five hundred heads^ and were each 
liead furnifli^d.witU btains, jet would they 9^kc 
^ipfafficient cQoiguie the number of cows^ pigs, 

Kfe and turkeyi^ .wincfa upon this occafiou 4ie lor 
good.of 4i|M^r eciuitry 1 
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\T' t^no fay the truth, eating (eems to make a grand 
-iingfedie^t^Ui 9II Engliib parties of zeal^ bu^neif, 
' or ainuA^meiu. -Wlien a church is to be buUt^ or an 
^iofj^vA 'eiHtcfUTQcly tlie direcHors aflemblc, and in- 
€.ft^acF'i>F (k>iifidtbig upon ic, ibey eat upon it| by 
,twiiich means the bufinefs goes forward \vith fuccefs. 
I When the poor are to be relieved, the officers ap- 
pointed to deal out |)ublic charity aflemble and eat 
upon it : nor has it ever beejj known that ihey filled 
ti^e bellies of the poor, till they had pre vioufly 
tfatisfied their own. But ii^ the elecftion of niagii« 
JirateSy* the people feem to* exceed ail bounds s the 
«erits of-a candidate are often meafured by the 
number of his treats ; his condituents aflemble^ eat 
upon him, and lend their applaufe, not to his inte- 
grity or f^'e^ but to (he quautities of liis beef and 
jbraaidy. 

. yet I coidd forgive this people their plentiful 
.Xpteals on this eccafiotij as it is extremely ni^nral for 
every man to eat a gi'f^t deal, vvbcn' be gets it for 
'nothing i but what amazes me is, that all this good 
living no way contributes to improve their good 
humour. On the contrary, they leem to loofe their 
'temper as they lofe their appetites ; every morfel 
they fwallow, and eyery glafs they pour down, 
flerives to increafe their animplity. Many an honeft 
m^n, before as faarmlefi as a tame rabbit^i when load- 
,jed with a fingle eleAion dinner, has become more 
•dangerous than a charged culvcrin. Upon one of 
thefe occaiions I have ailtually fcen a bloody mind* 
ed man-millincr fally forth at the head of a mob^ 
determined to face a^ defperate paftry*cQok| who 
.was general of the oppoliie party. 
. But you mnft not fuppoie they, are without a pre* 
text for thus beating each other*- tin the contrary, 
210 man here is fo uncivilized as to beat his neigh- 
bour without producing very fufficient reafons. One 
candidate, for inftance, treats with gin, a fpint of 

their own .jnanufa^fiurc i another jsdwaya drinks 



Digiiizccl by 



t 



('['416 'i] 

• 

brantly, hrtported Fvoin abroad. ''Bvixhdy is^a, M*hu!e- 
•ffjine liq.jor glii it liqaor wholly their own. Tliis 
th^ii turniflies an obvious caufe of quarrel. Whether 
it be moft rcnibnablc to get drunk with gin, or get 
Ndrunk *\v5th brtiifify ? The mob "n¥ee{ 6poii' the di^- 
•batfr ; fi^lu themrdvea fober ; anil then drtvr off ta 
gec*drtinK*agr\in, and charge fur another ^ncoiihter, 
bo that the Engllih miiy now properly be faid 16 be 
'engaged in war ; liiyce, while they are lubduing 
their eaemiei abroad, th^y break each other's heads 
"at hoine^ . i . . ! : 

I Idreiy made an ^eurfiofi to d'tielghbonriitg tjT- 
lage, in order" io be a fpedtatof of the cer emonidn 
^radlire'd' upon this dcbaiion.' I Icffc toNvn in coixr- 

pany with three fi Idlers, nine do2Cn oFhams^ and 
a Corporation po6t, which were defigned as reirtV 
forcciueiits to the gin drinking parry. We entered 
the town with a very good face the liddlers> no way 
intimidated by the eneiny, kept handlirtg'thrirart^fe 
Bp the priilcipal ftredt. 'By tHis pindfent manoduVrtfy 
they took'p^aceablepofiemon oftbeir hfead q^artetii^ 
aniidft the flionts of * ninlcitnJes, who feaiieH pei»- 
feC\ly rejoiced at hearing their mufic, but above all 
•at feeing their bacon. ' * 

' I mult own I could not avoid being pleafcd to fee 
-vll ranks of people^ on^thi^ occafioii, levelled into ah 
"equality^ and the poor/in fome hieafiire, enjoj-irtg 
'the primitive priviii^gesl;^^ natorel If there* wai any 
difthidlton ^liewn, the lowcft of the people Teemed 
'to receive it from the rich. I could perceive a cob- 
'Icr with a levee at his door, and a haberdafher giving 
audience from behind his counter* But my re- 
fledlions were foon interrupted by a mob, who de- 
ihaki^ded, \ehether*I yas, forthe diftillery or the 
<>rewery ?'aB cHefe Weref tei^ms 'witjl which r-was 
'toffilly unarqnainred, I choW at firff rb *be* fileiVt ^ 
.however, 1 know not what might have becrn thie 
tonfequence of my referve, had not the attention of 

the mob been called off to a ikinni& between a 
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Wandy drinker's cow, and a gin drinker*s niaftilP, 

which turned out, greatly to the rausfaaion of the 
xuob, in favour of the maftiff. 

^ This fpediacle, which afforded high eiitertain- 
menti was at laft tnded bj^the appearance of one 
of the candidates^ who came to harrangue the mob ; 
*be 'm^de *a Tery pathetic fpeech u^on the late ex- 
'ceffive importation of foreign drams, and thedown- 
*lai of the diltillerv ; 1 could lee fomeof the audience 
•ihed tears. He was accompanied in liis proceflion 
'by Mr». Deputy and Mrs. Aiayor^is. Mrs. Deputy 
•was ndtin the lead in li^aor ; and for Mrs. Mayo^» 
one of the -ipediatora aflhred nre in mj ear, 
^bat-^ihe was a "very fine woman before toe had 
the fmall pox. 

^ Mixing with thecrowd, I was now conducfted to 
'the hall where the magillrates are chofen ; buc 
^what tongue can defcribe this fcene of contniiou » 
^the whole crowd feemed equallyinfbired' with an« 
•ger, jealoufy, politics, patriotifin atii ptmeh : I re- 
marked one'figore that^was carried- up hf two men 
*tip6n this occafion. 1 at firlt began to pity hisin- 
^firmities as natural, but foon found the fellow fo 
•drunk, that he could not fland : another made his 
•appearance to give his vote, but, thoogh he ci uld 
"ftand/he aAnally loll the nfe of his tongue>.and re-^ 
tjnained « iilent *i a third, who^ thouglv ^ceiiBvely 
*drinik, could both Hand and fpeak, being aflced 
, Jthe candidates name for whom he voted, could be 
•prevailed upon to make no other anfwcr but tobacco 
and brandy. In iliort, au eledtiou hall leems to be 
a theatre, where every pailion is fecn without difr 
'goiie^ A fchool, where fools may leadily become 
worfe, and where philofopfaers may gather wifdom.- 
Adieu*' * 
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LETTER CXil., 
from fie/ame* 

THE diiputes^ among the learned bere^ are now 
'carried on In a much more compendious man- 
ner than formerly. There was a time when folio 
was brought to oppofe folio, and a champion was 
ofren lilted for life under the banners of a iinglie 
foritea. jtV^CenK, th^'fopti^^i:^ decided in n 
fiiidniary way 9 epigrai^rO^. an ^roAjc Amfh^ 
the d^atej and the coialatantij/ like the incurfiv^ 
Tartar, advances and retires with a fingle blow. 
. An important literary debate atprefent engrofles 
the attention of the town. It is carried on with 
il;^ai3>^efs,^nd9^.pC0P^r /hare of this epigra^piafic^l 
Xury. Ar\ author^ it feemSj has tak(e».a|v av^rji^n %q 
ifie faces, of feyeral plajeos^r and has wrattefi -verte 
tjo proye bisdiAIke*;, the pUyers-faU upon the- 
.thor, and aflure tlie town he muft be dull, and their 
faces mull be good, becaufchc wants a dinner i a 
Clitic conies to the poet's affillance, aflerting that 
the verfe^ wer^ perfeftly ojriginal^ and fo faiartythat 
lie cpuld never, have wricte^i.ttie^ without the ailiS;^ 
^ce of friends \ the friends thus arrai^ thj^ ctiMic^ 
find plainly prove the verfes to be all th^ authpr'^ 
own. So at it they arc, all tour together by the 
cars, the friends at the critic, the critic at the play- 
ers^ the players.a^ the author, and \he author, at the 
players again. It is impoilible to determine how 
this many iided conteft will end, or which party to 
adhere to. The townj without fiding with any, view 
the combat in fufpenfe, like the fabled hero of an- 
tiqjity, who beheld the earth-born brothers give 
and receive mutual wounds^ and fall by iudilcrinii* 
nate deiirui^tion. 
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• OrMs is^ in. fbme ntealbrcl; d ftaie of the prefefit 
difpute ; bu€ the* combatants here differ in one re«* 

Ipecl from the champions of the fable. Kvery new 
wound only gives vigour for another blow ; though 
they appear to ftrike, they are in fad: mutually 
fWdling themfclves into conlideration^ and thus 
Hdyertiung eaeh other into fame* To day^ fays 
ciBe, my name fhal) be in tSste gazette ; the next day 
tny rivaVs ; people will naturally enquire about us ; 
thus we fhall at leaft make a noife in the Iheetj 
though we have nothing to fell. 1 have read of a 
difpuce of a fimilarnatare which was managed here 
about twenty years ago. HiMebrand jacob^ as I 
think he' was criled^ aiid Charles Johnfon^ /were po« 
ets, both at that time poflefled of great reputation ; 
for Johnfon had written eleven plays, adted with 
great fuccefs, and Jacob, though he had written but 
live, had five times thanked the town for their un* 
H^ted applaufe. They focm beeame mmually ena- 
snoitred of each other's talents ; they wrote^they felt^ 
they challenged- the town for each ocher.- Johnfon 
afliired the public, that no poet alive had the eafy 
fimplicity of Jacob, and Jacob exhibited Johnfon 
as a malier piece in the pathetic. Their mutual 
praife was not whhout efFedi^ the town faw their 
plays, were in rapture^ read^ and, withone cen- 
Ihring thiem, fi>rg6t tfaem< So formidable an u* 
nion, however, was foon oppofed by Tibbald. Tib- 
bald aflerted, that the tragedies of one had faults, ^ 
and the comedies of the other fubftitutcd wit for 
vivacity • the combined champions flew at him like 
tygers, arraigned the cenfurer's judgment^ and 
impeached his fincerity. It was a long time a dill 
pQteamongthelearned,which was m fnA the great* 
eft man, Jacob, Johnfon, or Tibbald ; they had all 
written for the llage with great fuccefs, their names 
were feen in almoft every paper, and their works 
in every coffee-houfe. However, in the hotteft of 
the difpiitei a felKtk cdmjbatam. snade his appear- 
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Alice, and fwept away the three combatants^ ira£e« 
dy, couiedy, aud ali/into- undilUngnifhed ruin, 
. From this lime, they fei^m. confi^ncd ii»(o. tht 
bands of crUicilcDy icarce adaypaflca in i»hidi they 
were not arraigned asdeteiled writers. The crhics^ 
{hole enemies of Diydeii and Pope, were their ene» 
niies. So Jacob and johnlon, inllead of mending 
by crirlciiin, called it -envy ; and becaufe Drydeu 
and Pope were cenfured^ ihey compared thefo^lvef 
to Dry den and Pope, • 

But^tD return, the weapon chiefly Ti&d«in the pre- 
fent controverfy is epigram, and certainly never was 
a keener made uTe of. They have dilcovercd fur- 
prifiiig fliarpnefs on both (ides. The fii il that came 
il^utupon thisocc^lion, was a kinfl q£ n^yf con^poin 
t ion in this way, and might more properly be cal* 
Jed an eplgranioiatic thefis, than i|n. epigram*. It f:on** 
iifts,firit, pf an argument in profe i next fpllows/S^ 
motto from Rclcoinmon ; then comes the epigram ^ 
and laUly, notes ferving to explain the ^pigraq^ 
3ut you ih^l have it vviih all it's decoration^. 

An epigram. 
Addrelled to the Genileman reflected on in tbft 
RosciAD. a Poem by the Author, 

JVorry\l with debts and pafl all hopes of bail ^ 
. His pen he frojlittita, (o avoid a ^oaL Rosco^t 

LET not the hungry Bavins' angry ftrokc^ 
Awake refentment, or your rage provoke ; 
Bur pitying his diftrjefs, let virtue (i) fhine, 
^nd giving each ypur bounty, (2) let him dine } 
for thus retain*d as learned conncil can. 
Each cafe, howeyer b$id, he'll new japan : " 
/Ind, by a quick tranfitfon, plainly fliow, p 
'Twas no dcfcdl of yours, but pocket low, V 
That caused his putrid kennel to o'erflow/ j 

(j^ Charity, 

(2) Settled at on,e Jkilling^ th$ frif§ oj {he poem. ' 
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The lad rmcs ave certainly eieciitea Ih ^^^^"f 
niafterly manner. It is of that fpecJes of arguriiert'"^ 
ration, cajled the perplexing. It efFediially flings 
tlie antagonift into a niift ; there's no ftnfwering it : 
the laugh raifed agaiiift h/m^ wjiile ii.c is endea'-' 
vouring to §nd outthc left, "'At diicehe <he*'s> tliftfi 
the author has a kennel, ai;id that thi$ kennel is pu*^ 
trkl^ and that tliis putnd kennel overflows. Biit why 
does it overflow ? It overflows, becaufe ilie author 
happens to have Io\y pockets ! ^ 
. . There was alfo.a^other new attempt in this way j 
, A pt'ofajc epigram M^hich came opt njxjn' this occafi* 
on. Thisis lb fu|I pf mat^ei', that a jcritic mio^ht f])]ic 
it ioto* fifteen cpigrtfnis, ^'acji projp.cHy Jiitol With 
itsillng. You fhiili fee it. *' ' ' ' *' * 

To G, C. and R, L. 
' ^Twasyou, or I, or he, or altogether,- - 
^T was one^ both^ three of them, they know not 
whethejr. 

This I believe^ between us, great or finall, 

Ton, I, *lie, wrote « not— 'twas Ch4irchiirs*all; ' 

There, there's a perplex 1 I could have wiflied to 
make it qiiitp perfect; th^ author^ as in the cafe be- 
fore, had added notes. Almofl: every word admits 
^ ftliolittsn^ ^nd a long one tpo. I, YOU, H£ I 
:Suppoie ^ ftranser ihould afk, and who are you i 
Here ar« three obfcure perfbns Ipoke^i of, that may 
in a fhort tim^ be utterly forgotten. Their natncs 
diould have eonfequenrly been mentioned in notes 
at the bottom. But when tiie reader comes to the 
words great and fmall, the ma;&e is inextricable. 
Hej;e the ftran^ei* may di*e for n myftcry, without 
•vejr reaching the bottpta. Let him know,then, that 
iinall'is a wbrd purely introduced to make good 
rtyme, and great was a very proper word to keep 
fnuill comp;iny. 

Yet, by being thus a/peftatorof others' dangers, 
1 muft own 1 begin to tremble in this literary con^ 
Hteft for my own. I begui to fiear tbat my challenge 

N tt- 
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tp j^o^lqf; IVj?9I^ Wii3 unadvifed, and has procured 

u)(&n}P^p.i^?^.4s^"^^^ ^^^^^ '^^^ firfl: expected. J[, 
^a>*CT6jbf;vje4f|)riv^te letters from fbvf^ral of the )ite-* 
pad hercj that ffll ■niy V^^^ '\»it1i ajiprehenfion. 
n^a^. lately ave;r, that 1 iievei; gave any creature in. 
^is gooJciry ofFence, except only niy rival, Doiflor 
Ilo^k, }'CCjby the letters I every day receive, and by 
ib^qe 1 have £i^^u printed, I. am arraigned at one' 
tjiiiip as .beixjg a .cUill felloNV. at ^another as bein^ 
pert ; I am here petuIaiUy ;npre I am heavy ^ by^^ 
ihft head, of „iny anced'ors, th^y i;reat iiie/M^nh 
more inhuiaajiky than a flying . filh. irichvcand * 
run niv i^olc lo the boitoui, there a; tlevoin inti flrark' 
iS-iV^^^^iy. /walloAy, iDC.uj) i : if I '^i'" lb.© iinface, 
a pack of dolphins arc at tafi' tp iiiap n)e ; but 
swhen 1 take wing and* attempt •tci.cfeajje them' by 
flight, 1 become, a prey, to gyery rpivpnoiis bird^ that* 
^iri^ni^ws the bofonx qf the d!eep#/ Adieu. ^ 

. , ' Tq ins fame. * , , 

n|Hi£ fqrmaVitieSj, 4^1aysj^. ajod^ dJifj^pointiji^ntSy 
-A -.lhaj precede a,treaty..bfWiarfiage beire» aVe.ufij* 
ally .as ^numerous as thofe pre^yipus to al treaty, of 
peace. Thelawsof this country are fincly calculateci 

to promote all commerce, bat the commerce between 
ih^* fexes. Their encouragement for propagating 
liewp> madder aiui tobaccui .ax'.e indeed admirable i 
Mam%esarc thepnly.comxnodity that meet yritb 

Yet,^fi*pin the yerual^&nefe ^fHJid air, tli^ -vcr- 

dnre of the -fields, the! tranfpareacy of the fl;rcamS|j^ 
and the beauty of die women^ I kuow fe.w .<:quii-| 

i! 
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tries 111 ore proper to invite to c^Qiirtflrip. Here love 
ini^ht/.Q>ort. among painted lawns and' xvai Ming 
•grdve^, and revel uj^on j^ales, walling at bnee both 
iragrance and likfmony, • Yet k ]eeihs;he Ifai* fbK 
fakentfie iflnnd ; aiid w'hen a cbtiple ate now to be 
married, mutual love, or union ot minds, is (he lall 
^and^moll trifling confi«.l€ration. Iflhcir goods niul 
thattelo can be brought to unite, llicir i^uipadieiic 
foujs ar6 ^ver ready to p^uaramce the ti*eat]^.* The 
gehtlemati's mortgaged lawti becomrschaniouri^d of 
Che Iddy^a marriageable gi ove r the'inaicb i$ At'uck 
■ up, ana both pavtics sire pioafl^ in love— slccoMiiig 
to acft of parliament. ' • ■ * * '** ' * 

' 'Thus, they who li^ve fortune nre pofl'cdcd at 
leall of foniething that is lovely ; but 1 actually pity 
xhjdre that have none, 1 am told tiiei^c was a time, 
When ladie^^ with tib'othcrmerit but yoiitij^ vktrie 
mid beautyj-h*ad\a cbaiice for' hafl>ahds/*at 
hraong the miqiiVeni pf the cliWrch, or the cfficel^ii' 
of the army. 'The blufh and innocence of lixtceii 
was faid to have a powerful influence over ihclc two 
profeliions. But of late all the little jtrafTic of blulh- - 
2 ng; ogling, dimpling, .and fmiling, has^b^cn fon* 
bidden by skn ad: in that cafe wifely luade ainf pro- 
vided* A lady's whole cargo of fn^iles. fighs, and 
whifpers, is declared utterly ccmtrnbana^ till ihe ar- 
rivbs in the warm latitudes cf t\\ eiity tv/o, hcri 
conimodicies of this iiattire nre too often found lo 
decay. She is then permitted to dimple ai)d liriile, 
when the dimples and fmiles begin to fotfakeher I 
and when perhaps grown* ugly, is charitably cmnift- . 
ed'With an imliinited nfe of her charms.. Her lo« 
vers, however, by this time have forfakcn her ; ihc 
capiain ha?? changed for another nulircfs ; ihe priclt 
himfelf leaves her in Inliiuiie. to l^cwrdi ker vn oini- 
ty^ and Ihq dies even \yitiiGut the benefit of ch;rj+y. 
Til OS yon find the Europeans diicoivraging-^ve 
with iis march /earweilncfe as' the ruddi kva^<? of 
Sofala. The genius isHhreJy noif nti" *nwre; -* irf 
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every region 1 find enemies in arms to opprefs hiwu 
/>vai ice in Kurope, jealoufy in Perfia. ceremony iiy 
China, poverty .among the Tartars, aim lull in Circaf- 
li.V'are all prepare*! to opffofe bis pdvier, TKe g^- 
jiias is certi^nly bauiflied from earthy tiiough oner' 
n . loved under fucfi a variety of forn;s. He is no 
vnerc to be found i and all that the IikIics cf each 
country can produce, are but a few trifling relic^ue^ ^- 

inflances uf his former refidcnce and favour. .. 
• " The genius of love, fays an callcrn apologue, ba4 
long r elided iii the happy plains of Abra, -^shcre 
every breeze was heal;fa^ and every found produced 
tranqnillisy. His temple at fii ft was crowded^ bitt 
every age lefiened the number of his votaries, or 
cooled their devotion. Perceiving, therefore, his 
ahars at length quite deferted, he was refolved to 
remove to fome moi'e propitious region ; and 
apprized the fair ie;c .of every country^ where he 
cpnld hope for a proper reception^ to affert their 
right to bis prefence among them. In return to this 
proclamation, embailies were fent from the ladies 
of every part of the world to invite him^ and to dif- 
play the ibperiority of then' claims. 

And firil the beauties of China appeared. No 
coositry could compare with them for modeily^, ei« 
ther of look, drefs,.or behaviour ; their eyes.wer^ 
l^ever lifted from the gi'ound ; tbeir robes of tlic 
jiiolt beautiful filk, hid their hands, bofom, neck, 
Nvhile their faces only were left uncovered. They, 
indulged no airs that might exprefs loofe defire, 
sind they feemed to ftudy only the graces of inani* 
mate beauty. Their black teeth and plucked eye' 
brows were, however, alledged by the genius againit 
ihem, but he fet them entirely afide^ when b^^ 
came to examine theij" little feet. 

The beauties of Circaflia next made their appear- 
ance. They advanced hand in hand, finging the 
mod iinmodeil .air, and leading up a dance in the 
moSL luj^arions attitude Their drefi v^as but ll^UT 
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9i coveiritig ; Ihe lieck, the- left brcaft, and all tlie 
Climbs weteexpofedta^iewyiiiviiicby iif^er iouie time, 
feemed rather to fatiate'Cban biflanie delire. 1 hQ 
TiUy and the role contended in forming ihcir.com- 
J)lexions ; and a loft fleepineis of eye added iwe^ 
fiUible poignancy to iheir charms ; but their beau- 
ties were obcruded npon^ not offered to, iheir ad- 
'fnirers ; they feemed- to grve rather than icceive 
%duHQi](> i and the genius of love difmifled them as 
unworthy of his regard, fince they exchanged the 
duties of love, and theuifelves not the pmAied, but * 

tiie pnriuing (ex. \ . ^ 

The kingdom of KaQimire next produced its 
tharinin^ deputies. This happy region feepicd pe- 
culiarly iequettered b> nature for his abode* Shady 
iiiiiiincaHis lMgticed it on one fide from the fcorching 
fun ; the fea-born breezes, on the other, gave pecu* 
. liar luxuriance to theuir. 1 heir complexions were 
of a bright yellow, that appeared almoll iranlpa- 
rent, whilfe the crimfon tulip feemed to bloflbm on 
cbeir cheeks. Their features and limbs were deli- 
cate beyond the ilatu^ry/s« 'power .to lexpjcefs ; aitd 
their e^ethi whiter than their ovuu iyory. >vas 
idlnioft pierfUtfded to r^fide ao^on'g them, when 
ibrtunately one of the ladies talked of appointing 
his feraglio. * 

In this proceffion the naked inhabitants of South-* 
ern America would not be left behind ; their charms 
iK)^ere-fbund to furpafs whatever the Mfarhielt imagi* 
nation could cohoeive ; and tferved to fbew that 
beauty^ could be per iedlr, ev«i with the feeiningdif- 
advantage of a brown complexion. But their fa- 
v&ge education rendered them utterly unqualified 
to make the proper ufe of their power, and they ^ 
were rejected as being* incapable of uniting mental 
tvith fenfnal fatis£M$iioii» .In liiis manner the de- 
jptitses ^fI.orile»kingdmi8 had-.tbeif fuits rejected : 
the black beauties of Benin, and the t^ny daugb* 
ters of Borneo, the women of Wida, wiih well 
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MANKIND have ever, been prone to expatiate m 
the praife of human nature. The dignity qf 
man k a fubje<^t tJiat has always been the favourite 
theme of humanity y tbey liave declaimfid vitlf 
that; oftej^iadon ivhicb .ufually accompanies ' Aich as 
are fnr^ of having a partial audience ; they have 
obtained vicftoi ics, becaufe there vi ere none to op- 
pofe. Yet, from all 1 have ever read or feen, men 
appear more apt to err.Jjy, having too high^ than by 
having top 4/eipicable ^n, opinion of their nature 

by attempting to exalt their jorig^nal place in 
the cVeatlon^ depreis their real value in fociety. 

The moft ignorant nations have always been 
found to think molt highly of thenifclves. The 
Deity lias ever been thought peculiarly concerned in 
iheir glory and prefervaiiou ; to have fought, their 
battles, and infpired their teac.hers^; their mzzard^ 
i|r« faid to be fafuijiarwich lie^vep^. and every herg 
has a guard of angels, as vren aa men, to attena 
him. When the Fortuguefe firft came among the 
wretched inhabitants of the coaft of Africa, thefc 
favage nations readily allowed the ftrangers morq 
ikiJl 2^ navigation and war i yet ftill confidered 
themV at hti\y but aa iifefjLil feryants brought to theiij 
wa(|[8.by thpir .g^ardi|an ferpent; to fiappty ^ tKein^ 
\i'itb; :lQX]ut;ie;s. they .could have . lived, withppt^ 
Though they conld,grant the Portuguefe roorerich- 
es, they could never allow them to have fuch a king 
as their Tottiniondelem, who wore a bracelet of 
iliells round his neck, and y/hpfe legs weve.cov.ex*ed 
xvifh ivory. . ^ ^ * * 

In ^is mapnef^. exa|tnuie;a favstge. in the hmpf-jT' 
ofW»LcQnntrjr .^ad . predeceflbrsjj ^ou jsv^fijid h^) 
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warriors able to conquer armffs, and hjs fages ac« 
. qaainccd wijth more t)iaii, ppffible knowledge : hu* 
man nacuie i> to him an unktiown Country; he 
liiiiiks it is capable of great things, becauie he is 
iinioraiic ot' itj> boanclaries ; whatever can be con- 
ceived lo be done, he allows lo be polliblo, and 
Whatever is pgfiiblei he c'onjediui es muit liave been 
llone. He never nieafiires- the actions and poWers 
of otiier^ by what liiihftlf - fs"*arbleto perform," not 
hiakes a propef eftimate'bf the greatnefi of his fel- 
lows by bringing it to ilje (lahdard of his own inca. 
paciry. He is (UtisBeci to be one of a country where 
migiity things have been done ; and imagines the 
faiicied power of otbei^s reflciits a luftrc on hiinfelfl 
Thii$, by degrees, he loies theSdeapf hi» own inflg^ 
'h\Rcmce/iti a confuted irtotibh of the e^faordinary ' 
powers of hinn^iity, and willing to grant extra* 
orilinary ^ifcs to every pretender, bccaufe unac«* 
tjuainied wiili their claims, 

' 1 lii$ is the reafon why demi gods and heroes 
hjave ever been eredied iu iunes or coujitries of ig- 
norance- and barbarity ; they addrcBed a people 
Who had high opinions- of human nature, becaufe 
they were ignorant bow far it ctoM extend ; they 
add re lied a people who were willing to allow that 
men ihould be gods, becaufe they were yet imper- 
feclly acquainted with God and with man, Thele 
impoilors knew that all men are naturally fond of 
ieeiiig fomething Very great, inade froin ibe^ little 
mat^ialsof honiapity ; that tgiiorant Batib^fr are 
Jiot inorfj prbud'of bhilding a- tower 'to reach hea« 
ven, or a pyramid to lalV for ages, than of railings 
Aip a demi god of their own country and creation. 
Xhe fame pride that ereills a coloflus or a pyramid, 
uillalls a^god or an hero : but though the adoring* 
lavage can rai(e his colofius to th^ clouds, he can 
exaU tbe hero not one uicjii above the ftandard of 
humiaiiity ;' incapable,' therefore, of exalting iiie 
idol, lie debares himfelf^ and fulls ^roltra^e before' 
him. 
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When man lias thus acquired an erroneous klea 
bf' the dignity of the fpecies^ he and the gods be- 
co.i)ie perfc<5lly intimate ; nien are but.angels, angels • 
.ai^e bpc meii^ nay but fervanu Hand in Availing 
to ekecme Iranian commandsl- I'he. Ferfians^ for 
iffftilicc^ liitis addrefs thei^ prophet' Raly*. "1 
/dlute rhee, glorious creator, of whoiil the niii Ts but 
a lliadow. Mafterpiece of the Lord of human crea- 
tures, great Itar of jnflice and religion. '1 he feu is * 
Jiot rich and liberal but by the gift,s of xhy munifi- 
cent hand. The angel, treafurer of heaveUj reap^ 
his harvcft in the fertile gardens of the' pW'^fy 
thy nature* Tbe primum mobile w.oulcl never dart 
the ball of the fun through the trunk of heaven^ 
were it not to fcrve the morning out of the extreme 
love fhe has for thee. The angel Gabriel, mcflen- 
ger of truth, every day kiiles the ground fill of thy 
^are. Were there a place more exalted than tlif 
Sioft high throne of God, 1 \('buld affirm it to be thy 
place,^ O matter of the faithful ! Gabriel, with all 
his aW and knowledge,is but a mere fcholar to tliee.*' 
Thus, my friend, men think proper to treat angels ; 
but if indeed there be fuch an order of beings, w ith 
what a degree of fuiirical contempt muil they 
lillen to the fongs of little mortals, thus flattering 
each^thei% Thus to r fee cijeatures^ iiyifer indeed 
than tbe monkey, and more a AiVe than the oyfier, 
claiming to them (elves the maftery of heaven ; mi« 
nims, the tenants of an atom, thus arrogating a 
partnerflilp in the creation of univerfal nature I 
Sure heaven is kind that launches no thunder at 
thofe guilty hjcads i but it is kind and regards tbeic 
follies with p'ty, npr will dellroy creatures that it 
)oved into being. ^ . ' . • , . 

But whatever fuccefs this pra<fUce of making de-. 
mi godsmighc have been attended with in barbarous 
liations, 1 don't know that any inau became 3 ^od 
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111 a country where thte inhabitants wert refined* 
Suth counrries generally have too cloTe an infpecfti- 
on into human.weaknef's, to think it invefted with 
' celeftinl power;* They fometimcs indeed admit the 
godsbf ftrangers, of of their ancellors^ which had 
their exlftencd In times of obfturity ; their -weak^ 
nefs being, forgotten, while nothing but their pow- 
er and their miracles were remembered. Tlie 
Chinefe, for inftance, never had a god of their own 
touncry ^ thejdols which the ^*ulgar worfhip'at this 
ildy, were brought from .the., barbarous* itationS 
around theni; Th^ Roman emperors^ wl^ pretend* 
«d fo'divihity, \<rerb gWerally Uatightby a 'pci^'- 
iiard that they were mortal ; and Alexander, though 
he pafled among barbarous countries for a real god, 
could never perl'uade his polite countrymen into a 




Hi MlEIVE is fomelhing irrcfiPLibly pfeafing in the 
^JL convdrfation ofaiine wonian ; even though her 
ton^gucr bfe filent; the eioqiJience*of hfer eyes t6ache$ 
Wifdom. "The mind fynipathizes with the regulari- 

. ty of the ol jecii; in. view, and, ilruck with exteninl- 
grace,' "tibi al es into" relpondent harmony. In this 
agreeable di^'pofuion, 1 lately found mylelf in com- 
pany with my friend and his niece. Our coiiverfa- 
tion turned u]>oii love, which flie Teemed eijually ca- 
pable of defending ^iiid iiiljptrin^: We ^eft 'eaeh 
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of 4ifferent opinions upon thisfubjeift ; the lady 

filled that it \\ as a natural and iiniveiTal paffion, and 
produced the happiiiefs of thofe who cnltivaied it 
with proper precaution. My tViend denied it tQ be 
the work of natme,' but allowed, it to Iiave a rea| 

* teiilence,' and affirmed tliat jt was of ipHuite fervice 
^n" refining fociety j ,wlille to ke^p up the difputc, 
affirmed it to be merely a name, fir ft iifed by the 
cunning part of the fair fex, aiul aun^.hud by the 
filly part of ours, therefore no way more natural 
(lian taking fnuffpr che^.ing opium. 
' How is it pQinble^ cried I, that fucn a paffion 
can be natucaj^ -when | our opi.oionseven of ,bpaiity| 
which inrpiiresit) arc cutircily the reful^' pf paffioh 
and caprice ? The ancients^ who pretended' tq be 
coiinoii'ieui s in the art, have praifed narrow fore- 
heads^red hair^and eye-brows ihat joined each other 
over the nofe. Such were the chanos that once 
captivate^ CatulluS; Ovid and iluacreon,. ;i^at^i(9f 
would, ^t prefciiti b.e out! of humour, if their J^oyerj^ 
praifed tli#hi for fiich gvacess and (ho\il4;a^fat)tifme 
beauty now revive, her facei would ^prtainly b^ pu{ 
lender the difcipline of the tweezer, forehead do^h, 
hnd lead comb, before it^c^^l^ IjC- fe^u .^pi^^lic 
company. . ' / • ♦ ' /. *: . \ 

^ '*,3ut tJie.diiFer^jice betwee/i tKe ,pncient's^ajid 
pioderns not fo sr^at, as between tHe different 
countries of the prefent world: A lover of Gongora, 
for inftance, fighs for thick lips ; a Chiiieie lover 
13 poerical if) praifc of thin. In Circafiia, a ftraight 
no/e is thought moil confiftent wiUjL beantv ; crpi^ 
but a mountain that feparates it fi«o;a^ Uie I'artajcSi 
and there flat nofes, t^wny ikii\s,^aaid eyes -jiree 

' inches afunder. are ^11 the fafliion. ' In.Ferua an4 
fbme other countries, a man when he marries choofe^ 
to have his bride a maid ; biU in the Phillippine 
iflandsjif a bride groom happens to perceive on th^ 
Arit night that he,is put off wicb.a yicgilV tbermstxr 
riage is deqia^ed vpid to all ^ujicpiufr and . pj^vjifSeSf 
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diid the bride fent back with difgrace. Tii fondle parta 
of the eaft, a woman of beauty, properly fed up 
for fale, often amounts to one hundred crowns ; iii 
the kingdom of LouTigo, ladies of the \ery beft far 
fhion ai e fold for pi^ ; queens however lell better^ 
and fometimes amount to a cow. In fhort, turn even 
to England, dou't I there fee the beduti^ part of 
the fex negleViled ; and iionis now niarrjing or 
m:/kiiig loveTbnt old men and old Women that have 
faved money ? Dont't I fee beauty, from fifteen to 
twenty one, rendered null and void to all ]nte;its 
and purpofes, and thofe fix ^i^ecious years of woman- 
hooct put iiijier a (latute ot vh'ginity ? What ! fli^l) 
I call that rancid paiBon love^ which p-^ile^ between 
i^i^offd bachelor of fifty (he an4 ^ Vridow lady of 
forty-iiine ? Never ! never ! What advantage is 
fociety to reap from an intercourfi^, where the bi^ 
, belly is often eft on the mnn*s fide ? Wopld any per- 
faade lue tliat fuch a pallion was natural^ unleis ihe 
huiiian race were more fit for lovea^ the^approach- 
i^ithe d'ecUne^ and, like fi]k-i;<^prtns2 li>ecpme \>reed» 
jeir»jdft te&re they expired^^^^ './'/.' '' ' ] 
whether love be natural or no, replied my frienci , 
gravely, it contrihuies to the happinefs of every lo- 
^iety into which it is introduced. All our pleafure^ 
are fhort, and can only charm at intervals: love is^ 
method of protracting oiAr greateft pleafbres and 
fuhely that gamefter,'tvh6 pla^s the greateft ftake 
tfae bel^ advantage, will, at the end lifi^, ri(e y!^* 
torlous. This was the opinion of Vanani, who af- 
firmed, that every hour was lojl which was not fpefit tn 
iove. His ^iccufbrs were unable to comprehend his 
jpieaiiingy and the poor adyocate for love was burn^ 
^ ed in flames, alas ! no way metaphorical. But what- 
ever advantages the, ipdividiMil may reap fVom this 
jpaffion, fociety will cei-tainly be refined, and hp- 
proved by its introduction : all laws, calculated t<J 
difcourage it, tend to embriite the fpecics, and weak- 
en the Hare. Thougli it cannot plant morals in the 



[ 433 ] 

human breads it cxjliivates them when there : pity, 
cenerofity, and honoiir, receive a brighter polilh 
from its alliitance ; and a fingle amour is fuihcient 
entirely to bnifli off the clown. 

• But it is ail exotic of the nioft delicate conftitn-' 
lion ; it recjuii es tliegreatell art lo introduce it inta 
a Uale^ and the Ihialleit dircour:i;[!;eiucnt is fufiicl- 
qut to reprefs it again. Let us only confider wiili 
vrhat eafe it was formerly extinguiAied in Home, and 
"With what ditiiculty it-was lately revived in Europe : 
it ieemed to fleep for ages^ and at lali fought its 
way among us through tihs, tournaments, dragons, 
and all the dreams of chivalry. 1 lie veil of the • 
^vorld, China only excejited, are^and have ever been, ' 
Utter Grangers to its delights and advantages. In 
othei*countries,as men find themfelves ilronger than 
women, they lay a claim to a rigorous feperioiity ; 
this is natural, and love, which gives up this natural 
advantage, muft certainly be the efFec4 of art. An 
art calcuJaied to lengthen out our happier moiiients^ 
and add new graces to Ibcicty. 

I entirely acquiefce in your fentiments, fays the* 
lady, with regard to the advantages of this paffion, 
but cannot avoid giving it a nobler origin than you 
have been pleafed to affign. I mult think, that 
thole countries where it is rejedled, are obliged to 
have recoiirfe to art toflifle io natural a produc'tlon, 
and thofe nations^ where it is cidiivaied^ oi^ly make 
nearer advances to nature. The fame efforts that 
^re ufed in fomie places to Aipprefs pity and other 
natural paffions, may have been employed to extin- 
gui(h love. No nation, however nnpoliflied, is re- 
markable for imiocence, that is not famous for 
paflion ; it has fiouriftied in the coldeft, as well as 
in the warmeft regions. Even in the (ultry wilds of 
Southern America, the lover is not latisfied with 
pofleiliog his miitreis's pc^fon withQut having her 
2uind« ' 

O O' 
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In all 7?iy Efina's bcaiiiies hUflj 

A/n'tdfl profufion Hill 1 pine ; 
For tho* Jhe givn me her breafty . 

7/ i panting tenant a nfii minej^ 

But the efFecfts of love are too violent to be the refult 
of an artificial pailion. Nor is kin the power of 
fafhion to force the conftituiion into thofe changes 
Mffaich we every day obferve. Several have died of 
it. Few lovers are acquainted with the fate of thi 
two Italian lovers, Da Corfin and Julia Belkmano, 
who, after a long feparation, expired with pleafure 
in each other's arms. Such inftances are too Itrong 
confirmations of the reality of the paffion^ and ferve 
to fho w that fuppreffing it is but oppcfing the nattira) 
didates of the heart. Adien, 



LETTER CXVJ. 
To the fame. 

^^HE clock juft (truck two, the expiring taper 
JL rifcs and finks in the locket, the watchman 
forgets the hour in flumber, the laborious and the 
happy are at reit, and nothing walks but meditation^ 
guilt| revelry, and defpair. The drunkard once 
more fills the deftroying bowl^ the ix>bber walks his 
midnight round, and the fuicide lifts his guiUy arm . 
againit his own facred perfbn. 

Let me no longer waile the night over the page of 
antiquity, or the fallies of contemporary genius, but 
porfue the folitary walk, where vanity^ ever chang- 
ing, but a few boors paft walked before me, where 
ihe kept up the pageant^ and now, like a froward 
child, ieems hu(hed with her own importaniti^s. 

• Tranftathn oj a Sofith-jimerican (Xd(. 
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What n gloom hangs all arouiul ! The dying 
lamp feebly emits a yellow gleam^ no Ibund is heard 
hnt of the chiming clocks or the diftant watch dog* 
All the baitle of hutnan pride is forgotten ; an hour 
like this may well difplay the eniptinefs of human 
•vanity. 

• There will come a time when this temporary fo- 
Ihudc may be made continual, and the city iticlf, 
like its inhabitants^ fade away^ and leave a defeic 
in its room. 

What cities^ as great as this, have once triumph- 
ed in exiftence, had their viAories as ^rcat, joy as 
jufl:, and as unbounded, and, with ihort* lighted pre** 
fumption promifed ihemfelves immortality ! Poftc- 
rity can^Jiardly trace the fituation of fome ! The 
forrowful traveller wanders over the aw ful ruins of 
others ; and as he beholds, he learns wifdom, and 
feels the tranfience of every fubl unary polleiiion* 

Here, he cries^ ftood their citadel^ now grown 
over M'ith weeds ; there their fenate-houfe, but now 
the haunt of every noxious reptile ; temples and 
theatres ftood here, now only an undiftinguifhed 
heap of ruin. They are fallen, for luxury and 
avarice firft made them feeble. The rewards of 
Hate were confered on amuiing, and not on ufeful 
.members of focieiy. Their riches and opulence 
inyked the invaders, who, though at firft repulfed, 
returned again, conquered by perfevcrance, and at 
laft fwept the defendants into undilUnguiihed dc- 
ftruction. 

How few appear in thofe ftreels, which, but fome 
few hours ago, were crouded ; and ihofe, who ap- 
pear now, no longer wear their daily maik, nor 
attempt to hide their lewdnefi or their mifery. 

But who are thofe who make the ftreets their 
couch, and find a fliorr repofe fiom wrcichednt fs a| 
the doors of the opulent ? Tlufe are llrant,<?rs, 
wanderers, and orphans, whofc ciicumilances ai e 
too humble to expett redreis, and whofe diitreiies 

0O& 
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arc too great even for plry. * Their wretchediicfs 
excircs ratiicr lionor than pity. Seme are without 
ihe covc! ii g even of icgs, and otliers emaciated 
v^ j'.h clifeale ; the \\ or Id has diifclainied them ; foci- 
e:y turns i:s bad; i:non ihcir diflrefs^ and has given 
them np to iiakcdneis and Iiuuger. . Thcfe poor 
Ihivering females have once feen happier day and 
been flattered into beauty. They have been profti- 
tuted to the gay, luxurious villain, and are now 
turned o:ir to meet the Tevei iry ol'\\ inter. Pel haps, 
no^i' >yirg at the doors of their betrayers, they ihe 
to wreichcs, whole hearts are Infenhble, or debau- 
chees, who may curfe, btu will not relieve them* 

Why, ^^ hy was I born a man, and yet fee ifie 
fuftering of wretches I cannot relieve ! Peer houfe« 
lef§ creatures ! the world will give you reproaches, 
but will not give you relief. The flighreft misfor- 
tunes of the great, the nioft imaginary uneafineis 
of the rich, are aggravated with all the power of 
eloquence, and held up to engage 6ur.atteniioh and 
iynmarhctic forrow. The poor weep' unheeded^ 
perlecuted by every' fubordinatefpecies of tyranny ; 
and every law, which gives others fecurity, becomes 
^ an enemy to them. 

Why w as this lieart of mine formed with To much 
' fenlibility ! or why was not my fortune adapted to 
its impulfe ! Tendernefs, without a capacity of 
relieving^ only makes the man yfhq feels it more 
ivretched than the obj^dt whicjbi (lies for affiftance. 
Adieu. , 
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. ' ■. L E T T E .R CXVII. 

Fum Hoam to Lien Chi jiUafigi, the itfcmtentcdvsan^ 

denr^^ bj the may of I\loJc'^iv. . 

I HAVE been jufl fcnt upon an embafiy to Japan ; 
my. commiliioii is to b^.diipaiched in four days^ 
and yon can hardly conceive thepleafurc I fliall fiiul 
upon revifiting mj native country. I fhall leave 
with joy thb proud^ barbarous^ inhoi^itable religion, 
where every obje(5l confpires to dimh)iih my iatis* 
lacftion, and encreafe my patriotifm. 

But though I find the inhabitants favage, yet the 
Dutch merchants, who are permitted to trade hi- 
ther, feein ftill more deteftable. They have raifed 
my dUUke to Europe in general ; by them I learn 
how. lj>vr avarice can degrade human nature ; hovr 
many iu4ignities an European will fu^er £br 
gain ! 

I was prefent at an audience giv§n by the emper- 
or to the Dutch envoy, who had fent fevetal pre- « 
Tents to all the courtiers fome days previous to In's 
^dmiiiion ; but he was obliged to attend thofe^ he 
defigned for the emperor, himfelf, From the 9c* 
counts I had heard of this ceri^mony, my curiofity 
prompted me to be a fpec^tator of the whole. 

Firil went the prefents, fetout on beautiful enam- 
elled tables, adorned with flowers^ borne on men's 
ihoulders^ and followed by Japanefe paufic and danc- 
ers. From fo great refpe<^l paid to the gifts them* 
felves, I had fancied the donors muft have received 
almoft divine honours. But about a quarter of an 
hour after the prefents had been carried in triumph, 
the envoy and liis train were brought forward. 
They were covered from head to foot wiili long 
bl4ck veils, wlvich prevented their feeing, each led 
l>y aconduciori chofenfrom the me^tnett of the peo- 
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p1e« In this diflionourable manneri having traverC 

ed the city of Jedo, they at length arrived at the 
palace gate, and after waiting half an hour^ Were 
admitted into the guard room. Here their eyes 
\yere uncovered, and in about an hour the gentte- 
man uflier iiitrodaced them into the bali of audience. 
Tile emperor was at length Ihewn^ fitting io a 
kind of alcove, at the nppei* end of theroom^ and 
the Dutch envoy was condudied towards the 
thr^one. 

As foon as he had approached within a certain 
diltance, the gentleman uiher cried out with a loud 
^oice, HoJ/anda Cafitan ; Upon thefe words the envoy 
fell flat upon the &round^ and crejpt upon his hands- 
and feet towards the throne. Still approaching, he 
reared himfelf upon his knees, dnd then bowed his 
forehead to the ground. Thefe cerenionies being 
over, he was direciled to withdraw, IHII groveling 
on his belly, and going backward like a lobiler* 

Men mtlft be exceflively fond of riches when they 
are earned with fuch circumftances of abjeA fuhy 
jhiflioh; Do -the r Europeans' worlhtp heaven itlelf 
with marks of more profound refpe A ? Do they 
confer thofe honours on the fupremc of beings, 
vhich they pay to a barbarous king, who gives 
them a permiffion to purchafe trinkets and^porce- 
I'aine What a glonous exchange, to forfeit their 
national honour, and even their title tohumanityj 
for a Tcreen of a ffoofF*baic. 

If thefe ceremonies, eflayed in the firft audience, 
appeared mortifying, thofe that are pra<rtired in the 
fecond are infinitely more fo. In the fecond audi- 
ence, the emperor and the ladies of court were 
placed behind lattices, in fuch a manner as to lee 
without being feen. Here all ^he Europeans were 
direcfied to pafs in review, and grovel and aA the - 
f«rpent as before : with this fpccf^acle, the whole 
court fcemed highly delighted. The ft rangers were 
allied a thoulaud ridiculous^ queftions^ aq^ to their 
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naniisirand their ages : They were oi-dcred to write, 

to Hand upright, to lit, to iloop^ to couipliment each 
other, to be drunk, to fpeak the Jaj^anefe language, 
to talk Dutch, to fing, to eat ; m Ihort, they \vere 
ordered to do all that could fatisfy the curioiity of 
women. 

Imagine, my dear Altangx, a fet of grave men 
thus transformed into bufi^bons, and acfling a part 
every whit as honourable as that of thofe inltrudted 
animals, which are Ihewn in the ftreers ol'Pekin to 
the mob on a holiday. Yet the ceremony did not 
end here, for every great Lord of the court was to 
be vifited in the fame manner^ and tbcir ladies, whp 
took the whim from their hu&ands, were all equal- 
ly fond of feeing the ftr^ngersr perform, even the 
<ihildren feeming highly diverted with ihe dancing 
Dutchmen. 

Alas ! cried 1 tomyfelf, "upon returning from fuch 
afpediade, is this the nation which ailiimes fucli> 
dignity at the court of Pekiu i Is this that people 
that apjpear fo jn^oud at hotne^ and in every coun- 
try where they have the leaft authority i How 
does a love of gain transform the waveit of man- 
kind into the nio(i: contemptible and ridiculous ! I 
had rather continue poor all my life, than become 
fich at fuch a rate* Periih thoie riches^ which are 
acquired at the expence of my honour or my hu* 
manity I Let me quit, faid 1, a country where 
there are none but luch as^ treat all others like flaves^ 
and more deteftable ftill, in fuiFering fuch treat- 
ment. I have feen enough of this nation, to defire 
to fee more of others. Let me leave a people fuf* 
picioiu to excefs, whofe morals are corrupted, and 
equaHy debafed by fuperftition achd vice ; where the 
fciences are left nncultivaced, where the great are 
Haves to the prince, and tyrants to the pieople, where 
the women are chafte only when debarred of the 
power of tranfgreflion ; where the true difcjples of 
Confucius ate not leis periequted than thoie of 
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Chridlaiiky:} iti a word^ a country where tQen.are. 
forbidden to tliink^ and cooleqnently labour widw 
the moft miferable ilavery^ that of mental ier<vitudei» 
Adieu... / . . . . . 



L E T T .E.R . CXVIII./ . 
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Lic^s Chi Aliangi^ to Furn Hoam, Jirfl Pre f dent of the 

7>H£ misfortunes of tbci ^^at, .my friend^ are 
held up to engage por attention, are enlarged, 
upon in tones of dedaination, and the world is cal* 

led upon to gaze at the noble fufferers j they have 
at once the comfort of admiration and pity. 

Yetvs liere is the niagnauiinity of bearing misfor- 
tunes, when tjie whole *worl4 is looking on \ JVIeu 
ill iuch clrcumftances can adi bi*avely even from 
mottYesof.vanity. H/e only, who, lit the -v^kof 
obfcurity, can brave adverfity, who^ without friends 
to encourage, acquaintances to pity, or even with- 
out hope to alleviate his diftrefles^ can behave with 
tranquillity and indifference, is truly great j wheiher ^ 
peafant or courtier, be ^deferves admiration, audi 
ihould be held up for our imitation and refped:. 

The miferies of the poor are,, however, entirely, 
difregarded, tho' fome undergo more real hardAiips 
in one day, than the great in their whole lives. It 
is indeed inconceivable what diiSculties the meaneft 
Englifli failor or Ibldier endures without murniering 
or regret. Every day to him is a day of mifery^. 
and yet he bears his hard fate without repinhig. 

With what iiidignatioii do I hear .the .heroes of 
tragedy, complain of misfortunes and hardfbips,. 
whofc gneaicft calamity. is founded ia arrogaiKe and. 
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p.kle. There revel*eft diftrefies are pleafureS, cdm* 
pared to what iiumy of the adveiuuriiig poor every 
day lUltain, vviiliouc niurnmriiig. Thcfe may eat, 
driuH and ileep, have Haves to attend them, and are 
ijire of iubltaiice for life^ while many of theii* fellow 
creatures are obliged to winder, >vithout a friend 
to comfort or xa ailift them^ enmity ia etery 
law, and are too poor to obtain even juftice. 

1 have been led hno thefe reflections, iVoin acci- 
dentally niceilng, lb*iic clays aao, a poor fellow beg- 
iihia at one of tiie outlets of tliis toujKwith a wcdd- 
.en leg. 1 wascurioiis to icarn what had reduced hiiu 
to his prtfcnt fitnation, and after giving him m bat 
I thought proper^ delired to kno\7 the.luftory of his 
life and misfortunes^ and the manner in which he 
.was reduced to his prefent diftrefs. The difabled 
foldier, for fuch he was, with an intrepiility truly 
Britifli, leaning on his crutch, put hinilelf into an 
attitude to comply with my >'e<^uei):^ mid g^ve me 
bis hiltory as follows j ^ ..... * 

t. As for misfortune, Sir^ I cap't t>retmd to have 
gone through mon*e than others^ l^ept the lofi 
of my limb, and my being obliged to beg, I don't 
know any rcafon, thank Heaven, that 1 have to 
complain : there are fome who have loft both 
legs and an eye i but^thank HeaKU^it is not quite 
fo bad with me. ... , » 

5^ My father was a laboorer in the country^ and 
died when I was five ye^s old i fo I was ' put 
-upon the parifh. . As he had been a wandering 
fort of a man, the parifliioners were not able • to 
tell to what parifli 1^ belonged, or where I was 
" born ; fo tliey fent me to another parilh, and that 
parilh fent me tO:a third ; till at lalt it w as thought 
1 belonged to no parifli at all. At length, how- 
<^ ever^ they fixed me. .1 had ibme dilpofition to 
be a fcho)ar,and had acflually learned my lettei^ ; 
" bnt the mafter of the work-houfe put n^e to bu- 
iinefs asfoon as I was.able to handle a iuailcc. 

■m « • • • • 
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Here Uived an eafy kind of a life for five 
.years ; I only wrought ten hoiwft in the day^ and 
^ bad my meat and drink providetl for my labonr. 

^* It is true I was not InfFered to llir far from th^ 
houfe, for fear I jlioiild run away : but what of 
that, 1 had the liberty of the wiiolc houfe, and 
the yard before the door, and that was enbugh 

*^ forme. . 

- 1 was next bound out to a farmer^ where I wa^ 
up both early and late/but I ace and drank well, 

^5 and«liked my bufinefe well enough, till he died. 
Being then obliged to provide tor myfelf, 1 was 
refolved to go and feek my fortune. Thus 1 liv* 
ed and weuL from town to town, working when I 
could gecemployment, and ftarving when 1 could 
get none, and might have lived fo ftill : bnt hap- 

'.f penhi^one day to go through afield belonging to 
'^i ajnagiftrate, I fpy*d a hare* croffing the patli juft 

w before me. I believe the devil put it in my head 
to fling my ftick at it : well, what will you have 
on't ? 1 killed the hare, and was bringing it away 
in triampb, when the juftice bimfelf met me he 
called me a villain, and collaring me, defired I 
would give an accontH of myfelf. I began im* 

f^' m^edlately to give a full oeconm of all that 1 knew 
of my breed, feed and generation : bnt though 
' I gave a very long account, the juilice faid, f 

^< could give no account of myfelf ; fo I was indi(5l- 
ed, and found guilty of being i>oor, and feiit 

^ to Newgate, in order to be tranfported to the 
plantations. 

*^ People may fky this and that of being in jail ; 

but for my part, I found Newgate as agreeable a 
place as ever 1 was in, in all my life. 1 had my 
belly full to eat and drink, and did no work ; but 
alas I this kind of life was too cood to laft forever ! 
1 was taken out of prifon, after five months, put 
on- board of a fiiip, and fern oiF with two hundred 
more. Our paflage was but indUferent, for we 
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were all confined in the hold, and died very faft 
^' for want of fweet air and provifions ; but for my 
^' partj I did not want meat, becaufe I bad a fever- 
*f gU the wig^ ; Providence was kind ; when provi* 
^< iions grew ihort it took away my defire e^' eat« 
iug. When we came on ihore, we were fold to' 
the planters. I was bound for feven years, and, 
as I was no fcholar, for 1 had forgot my letters, I 
was obliged to work among the negroes ; and 
ierved ouc my time, as la di^ty bound to do. 
When my time, was expired^ 1 worked my paC- 
^ fage home^ and glad i was to (ee Old England* 
again, becauft I loved my country. O liberty ! 
liberty ! liberty ! that is the property of every 
£ng1i(bman, and I will die in its defence : 1 was 
afraid, however, that I fliould be indidted for a 
<^ vagabond once more, fo 1 did not much care to 
go into the country, but kept about town, and did 
litplejobs when I could get them. 1 was very 
^ happy in this manner for fome time ; till one 
<f evening, coming home from virork, tw^o men 
knocked me down, and then dcfired me to ftand 
^< ftill. They belonged to a prefs gang ; I was 
carried before the juftice, and as 1 could give no 
account of my felf (that was the thine tliat aU 
«f ways hobbled me) 1 iiad my choice leu, whether 
logo oixboard a man of war, or lift for a ibidier ; 
^< I chofe to be a foldier, and in this part of a gen- 
tleman 1 ferved two campaigns, was at the battles 
in Flanders, and received but one wound throu|;U 
the breaft, which is troubleibme to this day. 
,When the peace came cm, I was difcharged ; 
<f ai)d as L could not work, becaufe my wound was 
fimw times painful, I lifted for a landman in the 
jPaft Indrja company's fervioe. 1 here fought the 
. French in fix pitched battles ; and verily believe, 
that if I could read or write, our captain would 
have given ipe promotion, and made me a cor- 
< ^ porol i. \mt tbftt vmoos, my gwd fortune.. I fo^ 
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fell fick, and, when 1 became good for nothing, 
got leave Co return home again with fony pounds' 
^.in my pocket,* which I laved in the fenrice. This 
*^ was at the beginning of the prefent war, fb V 
hoped to be fet on fhore, and to have the pleafure 
*f of fi^endiiig my money ; but ihe government 
" wanted men, and I was preiied again beiore ever' 
I could fct foot on fliore. 

The boatfwain found me> as he faid, an obfti* 
nate fellow : he 'fwore *that I understood my 
*f bnfinefi perfetftly w ell, bat that I pi:etended (ick- 
*^ nefk merely to be idle c God knows 1 knew nothing 
of fca baliiiei'i I He beat me without confiderrng 
what he was about. But ftill my forty pounds 
was fome comfort to me under every beating ; 
the money was my comfort, and the money I' 
might have bad to this day ; but that our fliip 
<f was taken by the Krench, and (o 1 loit it alL 
V .Our crew was carried, into a French pri(bn,* 
and many of them died, becaufe they were not 
ufcd to live in jail, but for my own part it was 
nothing to me, for I was fcalbned. One night; 
however, as 1 was fleeping on the bed of boards, 
^< with a warm blanket about me, (for I always 
^( love to lie well) Iwas awaked by the boatfwain,' 
^< '.who had a dark lanthorn in bi&hand. Jack, fays 
he to me, will you knock out the French fentry's 
«<i brains I don't care, fays I, ilriving to keep 

<f myfelf awake, if! lend a hand." Then follow 
<i me, lays he, and 1 hope we fhall do bufiiief&.'* 
Sg np I got, and tied iny blanket^ which was all * 
<^ the cloatbs 1 had, abont my middle, and w*efit 
^^.wjtli bim to fight vibe .Frenchmen ^' we had no 
arms ; but one £nolifbman. is able to beat five 
Frenchmen at any time ; fo we went down to the 
door, where both the fcntries were polled^ and 
ruiliing. upon them, feized their arms in amo- 
ment, , knocked ^hem iidowm From thence ' 
^ViiiiiM ofiius-xouitogetber teidM cpay^nd feiaing 
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the fii fl boat we met, got out of the harbour, and 
put to fea : we had not been here three days, be- 
fore we were taken up by an Englifh pri\ateer, 
^< Nvho wa» glacl of fe many good baiids^ and we 
coufentcd to run our cliaiice. However, vre bad 
not Co much luck a^ \vc ejrpefted. In three days 
we fell hi with a French man of war of forty 
guns, while we liad but twenty- three ; fo to it 
we went. The fight Jailed for three hours^ aitd 
'^ l-'vdrily belie^^e'M^e Ihould have taken tlie French* 
f^' man^ bur unforttiilate];^ weloit almoft arUo«iPineii> 
Juftas M^eV^ere go!ng to get the viiftory. 1 was 
*y once more in the power of the French, and I be* 
lieve it would have gone hard with me, had I 
been brouoht back to mv old inil in Brell: : but 
by good fortune we werere caken^ and carried to 
England once more. » • i 
" Ibad almoft forgot m tell you, tha^t in this laft 
Engagement I wHs t^onndtfd ht two places : Irloft 
four fingers of the left hand^ and my leg was cut 
*^ off. Had I the good foriune to have lolt my leg 
and the ufe of my hand on board a king's fhip^ 
and not a privateer, 1 fliould have been entitled to 
<^ cloathing and maintenance during the reft of my 
life^ but that waa not my chance ; one man* is 
*^ born iiirjth a filvei* fpoon in his month and Another 
^ Vith a wooden larfle. However, blefled be God) 
I e/ijoy good health, and have no enemy in this 
world, that I know of^ but the French and the 
^ Juftice of Peace/* 

Thus faying, he limped ofl^ leaving my friend and 
ine in admiration of his intrepidity and content ; 
fior conid we avoid acknowledging, that an faabimal 
Acquaintance with mifery is the trueft fchool of for- 
titude and philofophy. Adieu, 
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LETTER CXIX. . ' .* 
From the fitpu^ 

TH£ titks'iif £im>pe'an'iirtme8,are ratber more 
DiNMiwu than ants ^€ Afin^ Inic by m nie^na 
fo fobltine. The king of Viiapouf or Pegu, not-iisi* 

risiied with claiming ihe glot)e and all its appurren? 
ances, to him and his heirs, aflcrt^ a propei iy even 
in the firmament^ and extends his orders to the siilkjt 
way» The monarcbsof fiii^rope^ with inofe inodefty^ 
coDfine their tides to earth, hut make up by num^ 
iivhat in wanting in their iiibKmity. Such is ^hefar 
paflion for a long Im of tbefe fplemlid trifles, that.! 
Iiave known a German prince with more titles than 
iiibjeds, and ^ Spanij|I\ 4iol>leinai^ with j(iiore uatnea 
than ihirts, i 
• Contrary to this^H Tb^ EngUfh monarcbs, fays a 
*wrher of the laft c^itury, difdaiQ to accept of fuch 
Utles^ which tehd only to encreafe their pride with? 
am ifloproving their glory ; they are above diepeml* 
ing on the feeble helps of heraldry for refpetit, per<? 
feCUy fatisfied with the confcioufnefs of acknow- 
ledged power." At prefent, however, thcfe max- 
ims are laid aiide s the .£i)gliih ntonai'chs. have of 
lateafliimed new tkl€s,*8n4 ha^^ iniprefled their 
coins with the names and arms of pbfcure dukedoms^ 
petty ftates, and fnbor<linate employnients. Their 
defign in this, I make no doubt, was laudably to add 
ijcw itiitre, to tlieBi iliih throne ; but in reality, pal- 
try claims on]y ferve to dispiniib that ^efpe^jt they 
are defigned to fecure. , 

There is, in the honours aflbihed by kings, as in the 
decoraUons ofarchiteifttire^timajefti^ fi m pi i c ity, which 
beft conduces to infpire ouir reverence and refpeA; 
»umeroujs. and trifiingonianieuts in dtberar^ itron^ 
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Ividications of meannefs in the defigncr, or of com 
cealed deformity : iliould, for inllance, the Emperot* 
of China, among other titles, ali'ume that of Deputy 
Mandarine {of Maccan, or. the Monarch of Great- 
Britain, France, and Ireland, defire to( be acknow- 
ledged :a8lhikeo^ Brehtfokrd^ l^Ween^^^ oirUn^- 
tjoln, theobferver revolts at this mvfU^r^ import- 
ant and pahry claims, and forgeis the emperor in 
his familiarity wii*i the duke or the deputy* 
. 1 remember a fimilar inftance of this inverted am- 
i>ition ia the illuitrious King: of Manacabo, upon his 
. firft treaty .witti the tortug^icfc,; Among the pre- 
sents fihac:i0vei«m8Kle«lvhii|ii^ thQr^^^ of tliac 
:nifitii»i^ wasa^fWord !aHtb'i(br'ar%hflt^!4^ic);bes(^eii^ 
.ed to fet a pecfdiar valu^^uponv: Tliif- be t);iougbt 
:teo great an acquifiiion to liis glpry, to be forgotten 
.among the number of his tiiles. Ke therefore gave 
orders, that his iubjei^s fbould Hyle him for the fu- 
ture, Talipot^ the immojcll^l potenjt^kii^ of Mani\cabo^ 
.Meiihiger.of the Movning^ KDjightenei: of the Sun, 
tl^n^flbr of theiwhole £artby . ^qd ,i^igUty Mouarch 
of the Braft^handled fword.^! - : i 
•7 This method of mixing mijyeftic and pc^ltry t?tles, 
of quartering the arms of .a great empire and au 
obfcure province, opou t^he fame medal here, had 
« its rile in the vw't.upus pari^ajiiy of tjieir jaie. nio-* 
i^archs.^ Wiliing^o teftif^«au afte^tioii, to their n^- 
• tke eoaiitry> they gave .h$vi\aine ami enfigns,a pla€« 
i]^onrtilriii-coirn$v'ahd tlms in fpme meaTure enobled 
tioiiobfcurity. It was indeed but jult, that a people, 
.Vfhich had given England up their king, jQionld re- 
ceive Tome honorary cguijyaleiuC' iu reiiurn ; but at 
prefent.^heii: motives i^re no more : England hj|s 
now a monarch wholly Britilh, and it has foine rea- 
ion to hope for Briti& titles npou Britifb coins. 

However were the money of England deftgned to . 
circulate in Germany, there would be no flagrant 
impropriety in impreHing it v\ iih German names 
and arms , but though this might have been fo npou 



^)^m.^r nfccauons, I am tokl there is no claogiBr of i6 
iorthe fuMire : i^s ET^^IaiuI therefonedefigiiSirolceep 
K Ks gold, I cunAuiiytidhk Lcnenhurg^ Oldem 
^g^^f a^iul tftft reibof fhem> way very Avdl ketp 

'"'It h:\ mill a ken pr^jiidico in princes, to think that 
^ riiiinber cF loud founding names can gWe new 
m inims CO rei|>c<fl. The truly greathave ev^jdifdain* 
them. W!hen Ti mar tML^nw bad conquered A- 
dtvcmitKMr by-pr^feifioiveaaiia to compliment h'm 
**^p^ ithe ^cc^alton. lie. began hb ImtaMguc, by 
'^yMrig him th6 mc^V ^nipiAem ankl the meil gloi- . 
^iotis object of the creation ; the emperor ieemed 
^liTpleafcd M^ith his paltry adulation, yet ftill he 
Hvei^t oil comp]iinen<jing-^bifn^ >as the m(o& mi^Ugff 
'he tnoQ: vali^nt^ smd the'inoit perfedk^ ofhtinffn 
Hold ther^, my frietid; -criee the Jame eippems^ 
Jiolit there;' tin 1'h^Ve got knOtber In tlw 
<cti?eUe or th^ ^ef^ibtit atofie find pleafare in nmlts- 
-]^b'ing'' thfefe pageants of ^anhy, but ftrength ahd 
-freedom have' nobler aims, and often find the fiueit 
adulariau in majeftic (i^nplkity.. :i ^ * » 

t^<>hf^he young ffioti^h'oif.tlte eotetry ha8<ah*eady 
'll^nified-a i^rppef' ^tfnftiifif>t:fiir feiveral iawMBfiihg 
'dp^Adages on' fealty r codk* and (cnHions bme 

heen'obligsd to quit their fires ; gentlemen >s gentle* 
■trien, and the whole tribe of neceflary people, who 

did nothing, Iiave been difmiflcd from further fer- 
^viceSi A youth, Who can 'thus hring back fimplici- 
tfcyjalid frtrgality t6*a'eotlit>>'«iilfi)on probably have 
'd<trti^ t€fpe&t'(6r}!ii9^6l9ifwgU^yf and while he; has 

BiKjtiflM all "oftfel^ i^'m^lqyw^-wts^ .may'jli^ >lo 
' accept of empty or degrading titles^ Adieuu * • 

I • * ' » * • • 
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WH EN EVER I attempt to bharadierize the fing^ 
Itih ill general^ fome unforefeeiV dilHculues 
eonftau^ly occ.ur *t6 difconceft injr defign ; I hefi- 
tate between cenfure and praife : when* I confider 
them asa J eafoning, philolbphical people, they have 
my applaule ; but when I reverfe the iiiedal, and 
obfeiive theji' inconllancy and irrefolution, 1 can 
Jcarci^y.perfu.ade myfc^ I am obfervinff the 
iCune people ' ^ ' ' ^ . • ^ 

Yet, upon ex^jpatioD, this very incbiiftancy,- lb 
remarkable here, flows from tio other fi>urce than 
their love of realbning. The man who examines a 
complicated fubjec^t on every fide, aftd calls in rea- 
iba.ta his afliftance, will frequently change j will 
.fiii4 )|lU)fi?)^f diftratfied by oppofing probabilities ^nd 
GOi^tendi^g proofs : evei'y alteration bf place will 
^veffi^ythe ,profpe<fi, will ^ive Ibme latent argu- 
ment hew force, and contribote to maiataiu an an-» 
archy in the mind, * * ' 

On the contrary, they who never examine with 
their, ijjjwn r ^^fon, a<fl w iih mor^ £\ mplici ty . Igno- 
ranf^ jS'Pofiti.ve, in{|iiii<fi preferves ' and the human 
being moves i\\ fafety withini the iidrrow circle of 
^rtital , uoUpro^ity. What ii true with regard; to 
individuals, is not leHi fo when applied to ftate?. 
A reafoning gpvernme;nt, like this, is in continual 
fludluation, M'hile thofe kingdoms, whei;e men are 
^)^t not t^^.cojntroyert but 143^ obey, continue al- 
l^ays^tbe fam.e.' In Afia, for ihftance, where the 
woo;i'|Th!st aiathori^y is fuppprtfed by force, and ac* 
luiQwIe^g^d through fear, a change fafgoveniment is 
eiitireiy unknown. All the inhabitants feem to wear 
MDcntaJ cpmpjexio.n, and remain contented 
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tvith hereditary oppreffioii. The fovenign^B-ples^ 
ftire is thc^ u^inijire riile.o£^otjr ; «very branch of 
the adnimiftrarion & a 'perfedl ei>iroTne of the 

whole ; and if one tyrant is de|K>fed^ another 

Itnrts up in his room to govern as his j^rcdeceflbr. 
The EngliHi, on thp contrary, inlleadot* being led 
power, endeavour to guide themCelves by rea- 
ipu J inlVead of ap|)caliiig to ' the pleafnre of the 
i>riiicej| ,apRea^ Xo the priginal i-jghrs of mantrfnd. • 
WJlft.onc rank.prnicri.aflert isdi»ni^d by othm/'ai 
|he. realbns on bppofite' fides happen to cotne home 
>vitii greater or lefs conviction. The people of 
Aii-^ are di retried by precedent, which never alters i 
the EngliOi by leaibi)^ '\vhich is ever changing its 
jippearance. • . , ' , " 

I ;f hp difadvantnges of an Afiatic goycrnment, 
pAmg'iiirihi^ CJgnper'by precedent/ iar^ liS^3cTfii't!t 
orijgitxat eifrqrs ai'e trbus cohtinucd, WithhliVhrtpei - 
of redreis^ and all marks of genius are levelled 
^ovN'U tQ one iilandard, fince no fupei iority of thinki ' 
ingxurjic 'aiJ9,vi'e.d ;ts e^certion in mending obvjouit* 
d!ciL<ts.^ ,pift ^|;o ^r^c^mpjcnce thofe defeds,. theJi'' • 
l5^^crnnic«tit$jUndergo, fr» new alreraiidns,^t^l^ Mvii 
jio'neW cviW *io fear, lidr ho fe^nieiitatipnsih'thrf • 
vonlirtution that potn tin ne ; the ft niggle for p'ow^f 
i'i foon over, and all becomes tranquil as before ; 
lhey.v»re habiitiated to ruborci^nation, and men are 
taiifflu to A>rm no other, defires than in ofc which 
thciy^arAaUpwcd to fatisfy, , ..^ . , 
The clifadvai^tag^i^ qf a government;^ -afti^ig ftorii 
ihe 'irnined}ate)'influenc€r of reafon^ "liftfe msli'of 
J^j^gUnd, are not lefs than thofe of tfrefot^ftit^i'^ l'^ 
is e:st'rc:/nely diilicult to induce a number of free 
Win^s to ,p .pperai€>for;^hcir nuU^ial benefit i eveiy 
ppfliUe advamage .>\i]T h^ccllarily be fought, ^nd 
every xi:t eiupl, tp.nroGUre ic muft bcf atfendfeicl wittt 
a ji(^w,,i5^vinentuJ,u>^:» vim jous, ^earons wm aetid dir- 
feVeiit ways^ and .equity ^inld;n^^ Will iipw 

be out-balanced by a c^ii^bipkioii^ of ' clataotilf'aiMP 
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prejudice. * Bat itho«gh foch n people mny be ilinfl' 
in the wrong, tliey have. been iutiuenced.bj' an liap- 
py delufion, their errors arc fbldom (em till (h^jr 
Hue felt ; eachT mantis Mitnxfdlf t^kw i^jrra^c he has 
tA>ey^ Hftd'fiicli a'wiafter'lfce caniteaGIy forgive. 
Th'^'*difft<)yelitage8i)ie^feeis mny in reality be equal 
to what is felt in the inoft clefpotic govern meiu buCf 
man will bear every calamity with patience, wheij* 
he knows himfelf |o be the autkor of hi^ own ifm-i 

\r*' f ?! I. . 'i* • «• |.' f'- It./ I •! * . .J 
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MY-<^k$ng refidenee jilere begmf: roi fatignQ^me ;^ 
:f(i^ev«ry i>bje<5b.ce»ie84Q benew^ ii^Ho >ongei; 
concinties to bepleflfing ; (fame tiiinds are (ofond of 
vnriet}s thnt pleafnre itfielf, if pernianeiu, would be 
iiifupportable/and we are thus obliged to fclicit new 
bappineis' even by courting dilireJ^ : i only there- 
fore wntf ih^9^rri<«a) ''of <my^ foil Ua 'vary \\m trifling 
icenre; ^iid borrow new plimfar^from danger' atid' 
fatigae.-- A4ffe; 1 0wq^ith«i^)<fpeBt in> wandering 
fWiW phhci m pla(Je; ii m beft::UoD'empty diffipatioiv 
But th piirfue trifles is tiie lot of liumaniiy ; and 
Wliether we bi)(\l0»ln?^'a' ^rantominie, or Itriit at a 
coronation; whether we (hont at. aibonlir,e^,.oii 
liki^anfeiie ' in a fen ate htoiifc/j . whatever obje<9; w« 
follow^k will aiilaA-lhi'ely eondudl us to fiiiftlity and 
diHapp4it»fn>eii«. > «Uhfl<w<fe UoMeoiid'laiiigh ^s llTejf 
iValk in the pageant, "bAf. fools -.buftlc and -are ii«*t 
pbrtnnt ; and this probably is all the .diftferfeiice^be-r 
twecn them. ' * ^ ^ ' " • '• 

' ^This uvay hen an applugy for itiic lenity .of: fji}y- 
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Hfe ^hfieuloiu^ it waB miyiWraciqxtto^call tliem hy 
ilieir names/ f • r . ? 

• In orlier refpecfts I have omitted fevenil (Iriking 
circumikaiices iii the djefcnpjtioii of this couutr^y ^^ 
liippofing thent either already Jki>«*>wi> to yoxijiior 2fi 
)ioe being thoropglily known tamyfelf r buciliero 
b one omiffioff for which i exp9<ft M-lbrgivjeQ^&y 
na«ie|!)ry my being tdeally fltenf upon thekf; buildings^ 
roads, rivers and mountHins. This is a branch of 
(cieiice, on which all other travellers are fo very 
prolix, that niy deficiency will appear the more 
glaring. With what pleaiure, for initancei do fome 
read of a traveller in Egypt meafuring a fallen 
column .with Iris cane, and fituling it:exa<tiy five feet 
nine inchfs long $ of his creeping through the 
mouth of a catacomb, and coming out by a different 
hole from that he entered ; of his ttealing the finger 
of an antique llatue, in fpitecf the janizary that 
tiratched him ; or his adding a new conj^<5ture to 
the hundred and fourteen conjediores already puh? 
lifhed npun the names.of Ofiris and Ifis> 

* Methinks I hear fome of my frieii^^ in Chma de* 
mandin^ a iSmilar account of London and the ad- 
jacent villages ; and if I remain here much longer, 
it is probable 1 may gratify their curiofity* I intend, 
when run dry on other topics, to take a ferious 
fm*vey of the city wall ; to dieftribe that-bfantiful 
building, the iiiani|on»-honib ; I will innumerate tbm 
ntajgnificent "fquarc«*m whidh' the nobility c^ieQy 

' fe^e*, and the Royal ipalalce appoinied f^r the re* 
Ception of the Englifh monarch ; nor will I forget 
the beauties of Shoe-lane, in which I myfelf have 
refided fince my arrival. You ihali find me no way 
inferior to many of my brother travellers in the 
arts of defcription; At prefent, however,^ as| a Ipe*^. 
cimen of this way of writing, 1 fend you. a fciw baAyi 
i^^atks^ eoUeAisd a late journey I dAade to Kent- 
^iih-town^ and thiiin'theiiyie of mo4eji*a vpyage;r.s*. 



..[,4^3] 

, cci a (hong ckfir&jto Tec tliat ,c<;lebrated place, 
'i< I could have willied, iiulecd, to faiisfy my c^rJofi- 
. ty wiibout going thither ; but that wusJiiipracTti- 
ci^blg,^|ulthe.refoi:e Irelblvecl to go. Travelicvs 
have two metkods pf going t.o KejuiiU town ; 
tHay 44|ke ^o^ch, Which cpfts i)Uie-pcnce, or they 
go Si fooXy >hkh cofts nothing ; ii} 'my opinion^ 
coach is by far tlie moft eligible convcqieiicey hot . 
<^ 1 was rcfolvcd to go. on toou having confidercrf 
Willi myielf, that going^Hi. Wf/iivai)i)ei\>youId be 

A f^.M^yoU (ct from Peg-houfe bar, you enter 
finejejjelie4 road,, vnile^ iu on botl^ fule^, 
«OTimH^i4ingiOn the righta fiaepxolpcift of groves 
and fields enatnelled with flowers^, vrhich yfovid 
wonderfully charm the fisnfe of fmcUing, yereit 

«^ not for a dunghill on the left, which mixes it ef- 
. fluvia vyhh their, odours. This dunghill is of 
mwchgl^attnajitiquity^han the road; and I mujt 
ff not: oiiiu a piece Qi;injuftice I was going.to ,co»j* 
.y^ inir .up<m this .ocqafiotl. -,My indignation was 
*^ letvelled againll. th(5 makers of the doughtily &r 
<^ having brought it fo near the road ; M'hereav at 
fliouUl have fallen upon the makers of the road, 
v'^ for having brought that fo near tKe dunghilK 

After-proceeding in this manner for fome time, 
a building, refe^iJbling fome?.yhat a triumpbgl 
ar4(h, i^lni^U^B traveller's vjevv. This ftru(fture, 
A> ho.Ji/^ev:er, is pfacoUar %o this country, and vulgarly 
called a turnpike gate : I could perceive a long 
infcription ill large charac^ters on the front, pro-* 
t bably upon the occafion of fome triumph ; but, bc- 
. ing in hafte, I left it to, be made out by fome 
^ <^ fqb&qucnc ad venturer, who may happen to travel - 
this way ; fo continuing my courie to the weft,, j 
n.an-arrivedat an unwa|led towii,c£^llcd ifiington. 
' Iflington IS a pretty neat tqjw jnioftl) biult 
5'. of .l^n<;ii, . \>iiji a cl]urch and. hdl*^ ; ,it hji&.a 
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iinall lake^ or mtlfer poDd, in the midft ; tkoligh 
at ]^refent verynucb toegleifted. 1 am told it Is 
'f^ dry in fifmmer ; if this be the cafe^ it can be no 
vc?y i3r<>pef t^ceptacle iFor fifli, of which the hi- 
habitants themfelves leem ieiifible^ by bringing 
all that is eaten from London. " 

After having furvcyed the curioiities of thfs 
fair alid beauiifol town, 1 proceeded forward, 
leaving d fair ftone building, called tlie White ^ 
' Conduit Hoolb, oif my right ; |iere the inhabitants 
' -of Ltintfon^ often* afiemble to-eelebrate a feaft of 
hot rolls and butter ; i'eeing fnch numbers, each 
'** M'ith iheir little tables before them, employed on 
this occafion, ttinft no doubt be a very amufing 
' iight to the looker oil,' but ftilfl nitOFe io to thofe 
^* who perform in tlic folemtiity . ' « 

From heiiee I parted with rcfl is<9anee to Panerafs 
''^ as ft is writteiiy or Pancridge as it- is pronottnced ; 
■* but which fhotild be both pronooiiced and written 
Pangrace. This emendaiion 1 will venture ??2eo 
^* drh:irio : Pan in the Greek language (ignifies all, 
which, added to the £ngHfh word grace, maketli 
' ^ AlKgrdte^ or Pangr^eeV and indeed this is a ye^ 
proper appellation to a place of ft>'mui;h fancfliity, 
as Pangrace is untverfelly i^eemed/ However 
^ this be, if you except the parifh diliQfh and its 
fine beils, there is little in Pangrace worth the 
attention of the curious obferver. ' • 

From - Pangrace to Kentifli-town is an eafy 
jouMVey of one? mile' ahd a quarter : the ioad 
lies through a iide' chiimpaign'Cioiluiry, wejbwa* 
<^ fered with beamiful drains, and enbmdled With 
flowers of all kinds, which fnight contribute to 
charm every fenie, were it not that the odoriferous 
" gales are often more impregnated with duli than 
perfume. ' * * - 

" As you enter Kentifli town, the eye is at once 
^ prcfented with the (bops of ariiBcers, fuchas ven- 
ders of candles^ iinall cdal/ and iu^r • broomi % 
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there are alfo fe?era| Augpft t^uildin cs of red 
if brickj with numlierleis fign-pofts, oir raAier p'd^ 

larsyiii a peculiar order of afcbitecf^ure ; I feud; 

you a drawing of feveral, vide A. B. C. Thift 

pretty town probably borrows its name fropi its. 

vicinity to the county of Kent ; and indeed it is 

not Hunatural that it 4iould» asthere are only Lon- 
^< don and the adjacent villages that lie jbetween 
M tl|em. B^thteas it Vill^ pepceiviug night approach^ 

1 made a l^ally repait on roafted- irnutton^ and 
ff certain dried fruit icalled potatoes^ refolving to 
*r* protracft my remarks upon my return : and this 

1 would very willingly have done ; but was pre- 

vented by a (circuufftaiice;, which iu uuth 1 had 
^* for fonie time forefeen ; for night coming on, i( 
^< was impofiible tp tal^e proper furvey of the coun« 

try^ as 1 was to return lioi))e in the dark,'- AdspUf 

• 

/ 

I, e T T E R CXXII, 

the fame, 

AFTER a variety of difappointmcnts, my wiffies 
are at length fully fatisfied. My fon, ib long 
expecfted, is arrived, 4ton(:e by his prelence banish- ♦ 
iug my ^nxiety^ and ppeuing a new icen^ pf unex? . 
p^(5ied pleafure^ His improvements in mind an4 
perfon have far farpafled even the fanguine exp^* 
t^ions of a father. I left him a boy^ but he is re? 
turned a'man ; pleadng in his perfon, hardened by 
travel, and polifticd by adverfity. His difappoiiit** 
luent in love, however, had infuied a|i air of melan- 
choly into Us c;9i)vpri^tion, which fef nied a); intern. 

to interrupt our miitqal ratisfa(5lionf I expe^eclj^ 
Ibfit this could jjnd a cure only froni tjine \ but for* 
tune^ as if willing to load us wfth lier favours, bas^ 
in a mQm^ut| repaid f ver^ i^uealii^efs \yi(|i rajjturei 

I 
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• /T^o dajrs after his arrival/ the m^n in'Hack,\*hl!i' 
his heatii if q] h1e^c>^ 'earner to coiigi*atDMte"'us/ xt^n 

fhiS"b<?cnli6iiV but guefs our fui-j^rife, when iny 
friend's lovely kinfwonian was found to be ihe very 
ca])tive my fbii had i elbued from Pcrfia^ and who 
had been wrecked on the Wolga, and was carried 
hy the Ruffian peafams to th<? port of Archangel. 
Were 1 to hpld tiie pen off ^ iid^eHlV, 'I'.xtiighrbe 
prolix in* defdibritg^ feelings at fo ' tiiieipcifleJ 
intefvie^ ; but ybii'ina^ conceive their joy/ 
"it'ithouc'any afflilance ; v. ords were' unable to 6x-' 




' When two young perfoii^ arefincerely enambur* 
ed of each otlier^ nothing can give nrefuch pieafurcf 
as feeing them married ; whetiier I kncfw tiife par-* 
ties or nor, I am happy at thus biildhig bne'MliJ^ 
nioie in the uiiiverf:.! chain. Nature has, in Ibnie 
jjicafure, foiuiied me lor a match-maker, and given 
me a foul to fympathize with e\cry mode of humaw 
felicity. I inftantly, therefore, confulted tlie man 
in black, whether we might nor erown their mntual 
wifbes by marriage j hia faul feems formed of fimi- ^ 
lar materials with mine, he indantly gave his con- 
ibnt, and the next day was appointed for ^be folem- 
jixzation of their nuptials. • . * 

All the acquaintances which I had made fincemy 
arrival were prcfent at this gay folemnity,> Th'# 
little beaa was confiitnted 'mailer of the ceromonies^ 
and his wife, Mrs. ibbs^ condnAed the entertain* 
ment with proper decorum. The man in black, 
and the pawn-broker's widow, were very fprightly 
and tender upon this occafion. The widow was 
drefled up under the direction of Mrs. Tibbs ; and 

foi' her lover, liis face was fcf off b^ the affiltanccr 
of a jpig tkil'wig, which was lent by theHttle beMp 
to fit hiift fpr making love with pro))er formalliff ! 
The whole company eafily perceived, that it would 
be a (jouble wedding before all was over/ and indeed 
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ittjr VMena ana the widow feemed to mate 110 fecret 
of their pailion ; he even called me afide, in order 
to know my candid opinion^ whether i did not think 
him.' a little too old to be married. As for. my own 
paifc^ .coiuinxiecl he^ X know 1 am going to plaiy the 
fool> bj3t.ali my iFneiids will praifeniy wifdom^iaud 
prodQce>me as the very pattern of diCcretion to 
others. ' . i - - • 

At dinner, every thing feemed to run on with 
good humour^ ^harmony 'and fatisfacftion. Every 
ci^easare in com|Wiy'thdiigfac theralelves pretty^ and 
every jeib waft i laughed at : the man in black (at 
next his mittrefs, helped her plate^ chimed her glafs^ 
and jogging her knees and'hef rfbow, he whifpered 
fomcthing arch in her ear, on which ihe patted his 
cheek ; never was antkjuated pallion fb playful, fb 
harmlcfe aud amufing, as between this reverend 
couple. 

...The iecond coorfe was now called foir^and amon^ 
a variety of 6tber diflies^ a fine'turkey was placed 
before the widow. The Europeans, you know, 
carve as they eat : niy friend therefore begged his 
miftrefs to help him to a part of the turkey. The 
widow, pleafed with.an opportunity of {hewing her 
ikill in carving, an art^ upon which, ic feems, ihe 
piqued herfelf, began to cut it .up, by firft taking 
off the leg. ^' Madam, cries my friend, if I may be 
permitted to advife, I would begin by cutting off the 
wing, and then the leg will come off more eafily.** 
Sir, replies the widow, give me leave to under- 
iland cutting up a fowl ; 1 always begin with the 
leg/' V Yes,'madam^ replies the lover, but if the 
wing be the moft convenient manner, I would begin 
w5th the wing." Sir, interrupts the lady, when 
you have fowls of your own, begin with the wing 
if you pleafe ; but give me leave to take off the leg. 
I hope I am not to be taught at this time of day." 

Madam, interrupts he,we are never too old to be 
ipftruifted.'' ^< Old^ * imerrupu the other^ who 

. ... 
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is old^ Sir ; when Ldie of age, I know ci£fi>sne that i 
YiVl quake for fear ; if the leg does ; not come .ofi> 
take tbe turkey, to yourfelK'' ; Madani> veplied 
the man in blacky .1 don't care a farthing whether 

the leg or the wing comes ofip ; if you care for the 
leg firlt, why you fhall ha-ve the argument, even 
though it be as I fay.'* As for the matter of that, 
cries the widow^ I don't care a fig whether you^ase. 
for the leg off or on : and fdend^ for the fntnte^ 
keep your diftancc/' <^ by jrepUed the othei!^ 
is eafily dond, it is only moving ta thectfaeir'jendjof * 
the table, and fo^ madam^ your nio(t obedient^ 
humble fervant.*' 

Thus was this courtihip of one age deftroycd in • 
one moment ; for this > dialogue efFedluaUy. broks: 
off the match between this jrefpedtaUecoiiplc^ that 
had been but juftcwdklded. The-fmallieftacddentt^ 
difappoint the moft important treaties. Howe^r, 
though it in fome jiieafure interrupted the general 
fatisfadlioii, it no ways lefleiied the happinefs of 
the youthful couple s and., by the young lady's 
looks, I could pevceive ihe was: not entisely dif« 
pleafed with the interruption^, 
• In a few hours the whole dfailla<9Jo]i feemed eh*- 
tirely forgotten, and we have all /fince eiTjoyed 
thofe fatistadtions which refult from a confcioufnels 
of making each oiher happy. My fon and his fair 
partner are fixed liere for life ; the man in black 
has given him up a; fmall eflatc in the country, 
which, added ta wliat I was able40 beftawy will be' 
capable of fupplying all the*real, foutnot the fi^Hci* 
ous demands of happinefs. As for myfelf,-the w orld 
being but one city to rae, I don't much care in 
which of the ftrcets I happen to refide ; I fliall, 
therefore, fpend the remakider of lifean examining^ 
the manners different countries,'^ and baVe pre* 
vailed upon the man in black to be my aconi^mon. 
" They muft often change, fays Confuclii^|bp 
Would be conftantiu happinefs ^^i^vifdom.'^ ^ 
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